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"ADVERTISEMENT: 


- 


© THIS Work was undertaken in 
the hope, that it might be utile. We are 
furpriſed, that the object which it it embraces, 
though already treated by a Phyfician, has not b 
yet been offered to the Public in a ſatisfaQory 
manner. Indeed, thoſe who read VexeTTE's 


SEM = any warmen, W. it as 


*. * 


* Le Generation de ' Phomme, ou Tableau a6 


Amour Conjugal, conſiders dans Vetat du Mariage, 25 
par M. Nicolas Venette, Docteur en Medecine. — 


Among the multiplied editions of mis Work, it is 


very difficult to find one that does not abound with 
eſſentiab errors. The terms of art, eſpecially, are, 
in the greateſt” part of theſe editions, fo much dis- 
m 


a weung. 
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$ Sibbe to. See dds Mees 0 Qi 

i Points, but, at the ſame time, to give him 

| | "= falſe notions on many others. We may ſay, 

| | that this is leſs the author's fault, than that of 

| | the time 56 whidi be lived? the: now obſer 

ö vations made in, our days, have demolished | 

| ; , many of the circutniſtances on which Venette ' 

i. n his n a 
| ED "Among the matters which that Author 
1 : has placed in his. Work, many may have the 
wont pernicious conſe{uences, when expoſed 

7 to the eyes of men who poll only A 

| K {ral Share of underſtanding. : 

i | By — his Work Me the ſlighteſt 

i ; 55 attention, it is eaſy to be convinced of the * 
1 fatty of many queſtions which te bas very 1 
0 7 ſeriouſly examined, A 15 oy 

| ü : We therefore fatter ourſelves with hav. 

q IE 3 | ing rendered the Pablic ſome. ſervice, in thus 
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ADVERTISEMENT. | 'y ; 
offering them a treatiſe, written with nt 
_ aps differently. ©, 
Im 6rder that the'Reddet hip Judge 65 the 
ee een Work; we chall here expoſe 
the order that bas been followed, and the mo- 
tives that have therein determined the Author, 
It was, doubtleſs, no trifling difficulty to dart 
a curious eye into the nuptial bed, for the pur. 
poſe of deſcribing its ſecrets, without offending 
the ears of chaſtity. We have exerted every 
endeavour; within . the liniits of pollibility, to 
n Work at once utile and n We 
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vv 


"After 3 in which, viewing 
actual circumſtances, the neceſſity of a work 
on Phyſicat Loye is demonſtrated; we give 
the hiſtory of the Temperaments. The gene- 
rality of mien have only imperfe& notions of 
their conſtitution : could we, then, commence 
better than by a ſcrupulous examen, with the 
aid of which, each individual will be enabled 

| > to 
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yi ADVERTISEMENT: 


2 appreciate his n. rela 


Ihe ſecond Chapter contains Reflections 
on the Temperament, with relation 10 Celibacy. 
It may. be regarded as 4 continuntion of the 
firſt Chapter; and by uniting them, every man 
will know whether he ought' to take a ſpouſe, ; 
or if his conſtitution die him of the 
nuptial ſweets. 


It was neceſſury that theſe two Chapters 
should be followed by thoſe in which we exa- 
mine the Remedies which have been ſuppoſed 


capable of extinguishing Love, and the Means 


which, on the contrary, excite this paſſion, — 
We had prejudices here to combat, which have 
been accredited in all times; and to which Ve. 
nette had given new weight in his work. 


In the third Chapter, we have enlarged 
- on Narcotics, the Agnus Coſtus, the Water- 
| : | Lily, 


ADVERTISEMENT. | 1 
Lily; Cumplor, Nire, &c. which have been 


conſidered as even. capable of deſtroying, in 
men, the ſentiment of Love. 


In Chapter IV. we examine the Sine 
marin or Land Crocodile, | Satyrion, Borax, 
Cantharides, Opium, &c. in short, the ſub- 
ſtances which have been ſuppoſed capable of 
vividly exciting man to phyſical love, and which 
have obtained the name of 4phrodjfiace. It 
is after the obſervacions of the moſt celebrated 
Phyſicians that we ſpeak of theſe ſubſtances, h 
and demonſtrate the terrific effect which they 
may produce. 


In Chapter V. we treat of Impuiſſance. 
We there enter into a detail of what may 
cauſe it; and alſo indicate the means of curing 
that affliction, when ſuſceptible of relief. 
This Chapter is intereſting, through an enume- 
ration of the different cauſes which may render 

man 


| 3 ADVERTISEMENT. 


man impuiſſant, and news hrogh ng 
— ARA 6 „de bos 


The Congreſe -muſt dem follow Im- 
puiſlance; it is the matter of: the ſixth Chapter: 
We there give the hiſtory of this remarkable 
cuſtom, and the means which were laped 
to abolish it. 


1 Sberiliy makes the objet; of Gate vil 
We have applied this malady to both, ſexes, 
becauſe a man, in reality, may. be ſterile with- 
aut being impuiſſant. In conſidering ſterility 
N | under this point of view, we have had occaſion 
to enlarge on that which may produce it, and 
on the means indicated by the moſt. celebrated 
Phyſicians, for rendering fecund the union of 
the ſexes. We have even propoſed ſome 
means, which have eſcaped the reſearches of 
men who, to the preſent time, haye written 
on this ſubject. We have not neglected the 
obſervations 
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— 1 
WW 1 N is 


tions | of medical” men, vii 
ths objetts or this apy o gol 6 OT} 


We may ſays that the details contained in 

the firſt ſeven Chapters, are the hiſtory of 
Love ih fociety. Different Temperaments, 
Apbrodiſtact, Anti - Aphrodifiacs, Lanai, | 
und Sterility, are nowiſe in Nature, The 
hiſtory of Love, properly expreſſed, com- 
mences with the eighth Chapter, which treats 
of Marriage, It would not be difficult to 
"demonſtrate, by the example even of many 
animals, that the union of male and female, 
"ug" a certain time, is in Nature, PIs 


In Chapter IX. we deſcribe the Cuſtoms 
of ſome Nations with regard to the Ceremony 


of woo 


Chapter I. of the ſecond A has for 
its objekt the Influence of Marriage on Health. 
After having eſtablished, in the Eighth Chapter 
Vol. I. b of 


X ADV EATISEMENT, 


of 'the-firſt Volume, the ſpesta which. reſul 
from a union of hearts, we shew in this how 
much the union of the ſexes has an influence 

on health, as well beneficial as peruicious. 
PHY curious obſervations are united, to de- 
monſtrate this truth: That ſeveral men, by 
being moderate in their pleaſures, have th re 
found remedies for their indiſpoſitions ; , while | 
.others have fallen victims, by indulging too 
| dk mne, 
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6 In the ſecond * third 2 we treat 
of the Parts which, in the Sexes, ferve to Ge- 
neration. The anatomical details N abſo · 
lutely neceſſary for enabling the reader m- 
prehend our ſucceeding obſervations ed 

; berty, virginity, hermaphrodites, generation, &c. 


Puberty is the ſubje& of the fourth Chapter. 
The objects which it embraces, are not only 
capable of fatisfying curioſity. on the pheno- 
mena which appear, at this epoch, in the ani- 
mal 
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11 
mn economy; but may be regiided as inſttue · 
tive, on the manner in which we muſt con- 
duct ourſelves towards young perſons, when 
they begin to feel the firſt impreſſionb of 
«Q nt 987 1 5 2 ir 4 A NC 

"ks Apr, bw: ems] of nnn 
and preſent, in the cuſtoms of ſome people, 
4 picture of the errors of human wiſdom. 
We there ſee alſo, by an expoſition' of the 
ſentiments of thoſe who have. diſcuſſed; this: 
matter, of what conſequence it is for humanity, 
to prevent ignorance and temerity from de- 
poſing on theſe objects, when proof is gy” 
in a Court of Juſtice. 


tis Seminal Liquor in men, and the Pe. 
riodical Flux in women, are two figns by 
which puberty is announced. We enter into 


details on theſe two r. which form the 


to ſay thereon, was too n to be placed 
— 1 in 
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veils to- our eyes, and on which we have no. 
thing than conjectures, is treated in Chap- 
ter VI. It is lamentable, that we baue only 
hypotheſes to offer on an object which ſo highly-_ 
intereſts Phyſicians. We have rapidly expoſed 
ſome ſyſtems on Generation; and the refletions 
which follow, are adapted to shew how much 
or how little confidence may be placed on thoſe 
ſyſtems. © page nn vr 01 
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Le Plaiſir eſt fls de Amour, n 
Meſs rel un fils wer qul fale wourir fon pare, 
* TRE: 


Pleaſure. ts Love's ſon 3 1 
But an ungrateful Son, that kills bis ſire. 


+ 


IT is with concern, that I attribute 
to Pleaſure the greateſt 'part of thoſe evils which 
encompaſs'us. Love, a preſent which Nature made 
to men for their felicity, often ſirews thorns in the 
courſe of a languishing and unfortunate life. We 
would have pleaſure accompany us without ceſſation z 
it is no more, with many men, a relaxation from 
labour. While the one part call inutilely on vo- 
luptuouſneſs, which flies them; the other ſacrifices, 
with an exceſſive ardour, the beautiful days, which 
they obſcure from their dawn. This laſt claſs is 
not, any long time, an object of envy for the firſt: 
quickly they unite themſelves, and form no more 
than one maſs of inutile men; whoſe lamentations can- 
ee Une Frey. witich they aro burden- 
ſome. 

wo b 3 : Nature | 
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"Nattts Tas always for us the ſame attentions. $ 
If men are no longer what they ought to be; if they 
' produce nothing elſe than pitiful abortious; and if, 
at laſt, the ſpecies degenerates; we can alone aſcribe 
the cauſe to ourſelves, to our intemperance and our 
irregularities. A man who reſigns himſelf win 
fury and enthuſjaſm to what is called enjoyment, 
before the &pock' marked by Nature, gives exiſtence 
to. children who nearly die in the birth; or who, if 
they run through a part of their career, leave behind 
them weak and unhealthy deſcendants, more occupied 
with the care of ſuſtaining their fragile exiltence, 
than with the hope of leaving a numerous poſterity. 


If we obſerve the maſs of. individuals which 
form ſome European Nations, what an impoſing 
ſpectacle opens to our notice! The country offers, 
in all parts, innumerable cultiyators, whoſe. robuſt 
arms pluck from the earth her productions: heaped 
on each other, an infinite number of citizens inhabit 
the great cities; and their activity, whether directed 
to buſineſs. or plealure, forms a proſpect that is en- 
chanting : Courageous and fiery young men, trained 
to the cruel art of war, facrifice. their days for the 
country's ſervicg.... This is the idea which a man 
tranſported from the deſurts of Africa into Europe, 
would form of a whole nation. If this man does 
not ſuffer himſelf to be ſeduced by appearances; if 
to the firſt glance he adds a ſecond, more reflective, 
more  plloſophic, what wil he then perceive ? 

| The 


Ido DUO Tx. w 


Ib yoo#'opinon which he entertained of the people 
whom he had examined, will vanish in proportion as 
he learns to-difunite the ſpecies, for attaching himſelf 
to individuals. Our obſerver will ſee men in 
champaign ſituations, made robuſt by Nature, but 
who inſenſibly degenerate. Thoſe who inhabit po- 
pulous cities, will only preſent unfortunate beings to 
his eyes, on whom Nature ſtill, from time to time, 
beſtows a tender regard; which, nevertheleſs, they 
will not perceive. - From theſe cities, he will ſte 
effeminate beings iſſue, who are already old in the 
prime of life; he will ſee them drag, under the co - 
ann vi mne e e e Love. 


Let us Ae ae let us we 
white PUG ofthe 68d ſtate of the human 
ſpecies, relatively to their phyſical conſtitution. — 
All decays! would they anſwer: one part of mankind 
is enſtebled, becaufe thoſe men are effeminate, and 
voluntarily abandon their head-to vapours, to diſeaſes 
of the imagination, Another part is really diſeaſed; 
and that part would be moſt entitled to compaſſion, 
if their complaints were not caufed by the diſorders 
of libertiniſm. . But thoſe who have the (greateſt 
right to our pity, are ſuch infirm men, who bear the 
i pains which their fahers indiſretions have commu 

-vicated. 1 | 


05 This n u be ee tits nas GE 
* it does not alone comprehend the ſorrowful 
b 4 victims 
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Victims of a ſcaudalous diſcaſe, but likewiſe thaſs ; 
- pnfortunate children that owe their birth to the laſt 
. forts of an exhauſted: temperament... It alſo. com- 
that immenſe number of miſerable indivi- 

. duals, whoſe members, withered and deformed, prove 
che lubrieity of their fathers; that cruel, lubricity, 
which reverſes, the ſtatutes of Nature in a function 
12 ſimple. as reſpectable, for enjoying the pleaſures of 

ve under delicate circumſtances. and without re- 
| Wins any Grcurſpe&tion for poſterity. 


woke. After having advanced thus much, dull we 
'not be convinced that, in effect, the human ſpecies has 
degenerated in Europe? Shall we liſten, with a 
- kind of complaiſance, founded on . ſel-loye,. to the 
voice of ſome men, who flaner our. paſſions by re- 
peating, that we poſſeſs the phyſical worth of our 
anceſtors? By caſting an eye on men of the pre- 
ſent time, we shall refuſe belief to what they tell 
us.. We. have ſeen that which reſults from an 
examen of exiſting people; let us therefore direct 
our attention to thoſe. who have preceded them. The 
Germans are. yet a robuſt nation, that perhaps ſur- 
paſſes, in conſtitution, the others which inhabit Eu- 
rope: but does its force accord with the terrific idea 
which Tacitus has given us of thoſe vigorous Ger- 
mans whom he deſcribes with ſo much energy! In. 
the people of Italy, we no more trace their indefa - 
tigable forefathers.... The French yet reſemble their 
illuſtrious predeceſſors, by their courage and their ar- 
| dor 
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eee, vil 


n tho 
celebrated Linnæus made a; ſynopſis, touching the 
diſtempers which afflict the human ſpecies, and cauſing 
FF 
ec ee | 


«Mom read hiſtory. with attention, aus 56 
Balexſerd 4, we shall there diſcover, by compariſon, 
6 this truth in a thouſand paſſages; That the human 
« ſpecies has greatly degenerated. By viſiting the 
« arſenals, we shall diſcover this demonſtration, in 
handling thoſe weighty weapons, offenſive and de- 
« fenſive, of which our fathers availed themſelves in 
+ antique Statues, in their natural grandeur, we re- 
© mark that, in the ſame proportion with other traits 
anne 


8 


. 8 ati: krbe ee The a- 4 
tire which Linnzus has written on luxury, and the mi- 
chiefs ariſing from thence, in the beginning of his Diſſer- 
tation, has an allufion alſo to our morals; while he 
grievouſly complains of the cuſtoms and manners which 
his countrymen borrowed from the French, and to which 


be attributes effects that are extremely capable of having 
an influence on ſuture generations. 


+ Diſſertation ſur FEducation phyſique des alen, 
1765» ; 1 2275 — . 
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*. &c. they have all a neck larger and ſtronger, m 
more plump, legs better furnished, the tout enſemble 
5 more muſcular, and, in a word, they lave a cha- 
rag er of virility, that our greateſt Statuaries could 
not give at the preſent time, without departiug from 
Nature. Perhaps, adds M. Balexſerd, * if theſe 
© celebrated Artiſts would tranſport themſelves to 
s ſome of the mountains in Switzerland, they would 
there find, more than elſewhere, fimilar originals: 
< but however it may be, and without recurring here 
to a time ſo remote as that of the Greeks and Ro- 
mans, it ſeems pretty certain rn 
Lis en in Ne | 


M. Balerſend ebend into ne deus of the 
eauſes and conſequences to- which we may attribute 
this degeneration; and if I was not obliged to reſtrain 
myſelf to my object, I should find it facile to en- 
large thereon, for the purpoſe of demonſtrating, 
that all theſe cauſes may be traced back to luxury 
and effeminacy, and of conſequenee to that A 
tion of morals which Keen e 3 | 


That e object, Equcatiht "which oc- 
cupies, at preſent, ſo many zealous citizens, muſt be 
extended, at leaſt, as mucli to phyſical as to moral 
acquirements; and it is by no means with the educa· 
tion of children that a beginning should be made, but, 
if I may thus expreſs myſelf, with that of fathers, 


* vain will you ſtrive to confer on your ſon a robuſt 
temperament, 


* 
* 
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temperament, if you have not conſitlered the mattet, 
even before luis conception. "If he comes” weak 
and delicate into the world, the cares which you be- 
ſtow, for rendering him a little hardier, will have con- 
ſiderable influence on his conſtitution; but your ut- 
moſt ſolieitude will not change it entirely. It i is for 
| you, men! who would diſchirge the duties of ſoclety 
"and prove uſeful by adding to it a new individual; it 
is for you, I fay, to examine if you have been meri- 
torious. Do not reſign yourſelves to thoſe lightnings 
of temperament that dart forth with the firſt fires 
of puberty... . Young man Nature prepares in you 
the germs for poſterity ; but do not preſs them to 
ſpring up with too much haſte. In this reſpect, 
imitate that Nature, which prepares new pleaſures for 
your ſenſes.” The tender and delicate buds that pierce 
through the bark of à shrub, shew themſelves by 
degrees; they infenſibly bloſſom, and the flowers ap- 
pear.... They wither, if touched bya frilegious hand'; 
and the fruits that muſt from thence ſucceed... ! Think 
thereon no more, young man! AN is deſtroyed! N 


Vou, in whom the habitude of enjoyment has 
rendered pleaſure neceſſary ; you, in whom libertiniſm 
and debauchery have taken place of voluptuouſneſs; ; 
impuiſſant graybeard, who wouldft yet enjoy; ſtnve 
no more to believe that a vivid-warmth circulates in 
your veins; drain not the weak reſources of pharmacy 
and empiriciſm, for awakening the ſenſes, that are 
oppreſſed by exceſſive and premature enjoyments : 

PE | conſult 
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conſult not your deſires, but ata. 
If you can be utile to ſociety, that utility will not be 
shewn in giving it men who, from the prime of their 
F io 2-00 


It muſt not however be gend that k c 
banigh love from the heart of the generality of men: 
FFF 

its delights: but, at the ſame time, my views would 
be fulfilled, if, in sketching the picture of real plea-. 


ſures, thoſe pleaſures only which are avowed by Na- 


ture, I could cauſe an abhorrence of dangerous de- 


baucheries, the conſequences of which are ſo woeful. 


I ſigh on caſting my eyes towards that crowd of ſingle 
men, who outrage ſociety, by voluntarily remaining in 


a ſtate of celibacy, to ſtray in a circle of vain ſpecu- 


lations, —.. But what indignant glances muſt we not 


caſt on men who continue lonely in the midſt of fo- 
ciety, for no other purpoſe than to give unbounded 


liberty to their paſſions! Theſe errors are punished, 


as they advance in years; but the diſeaſes to which 


they are then ſubje&, avenge — without repairing 
its damages. | 


Fortunate Should I eſteem myſelf, if the Work 
which J preſent to men of all ages, could produce 
ſome good, and place under their eyes thoſe truths 


which actual circumſtances have compelled me to de- 
velope. 


Many 
\ 
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vices wich diſgrace humanity; but may not the heart 
indurate under che hammer? Have ſo many decla-· 
mations againſt the deſtructive crime which kills one 
part of our youth! have they produced, Hitherto, | 
by the menaces therein employed, the revolution that 
M. Tiſſot operates through his excellent Treatiſe on 
Onan*?  *-What'is the cauſe of 'theſe different | 
effects? "It is, L dare aer, beesuſe de moſt eon N 
ſiderable part of men are only one to preſent cvils. 
M. Tiſſot has terrified debauchees, by caſting under 
their footſteps the victims of libertinifm and corruption. 
Thoſe to whom he addreſſes himſelf, have shuddered 
with horror when he made them hear the complaints 
of thoſe miſerable beings who ſo often implore for re- 
lief in vain: we have ſeen young perſons, of both 
ſexes, conducted to the grave's confines by maſtur- 
bation, calling on death, as the termination of their 
ſufferings. - Then the terrible impreſſion made by 
pictures fo doleful, and that are painted by a great 
. N ia rg 3 e his an Another 


„ L'Onaniſme, Diſſertation fur les 3 e 
par la Maſturbation, III Edition, Lauſanne 1264. This 
Work, which is the beſt that has for a long time ap- 
peared, muſt be regarded as neceſſary in education. It 
is now eſteemed as a claſſical book in Germany; and it 
were to be wished that this diſſertation met with ths 
* n en in r other 


vba, 
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— of humanity, following the traces | 
of the celebrated Phyſician af Lauſanne, has published 8 
2 Work of the ſame nature, and which has for its ob- 
ject the private errors into which young women full, 
when the violence of temperament hurries them 10 
lewdͤneſs . r 
ee eee eee n. 5 
Ae with the fad that PAR to 
| thals two. Works, but deprived. of the talents and the 
knowledge which therein diſtinguish the Authors, 1 
offer my ptoduction to the Public, as the fruit of re- 
flections ae, 
n. on ent do | 


We schal ſes in this Wark, the gradations which 
Nature obſerves for bringing infancy to puberty; and 
in conſidering the precautions she has taken, to hinder 
this change from making too ſtrong an impreſſion on 
the body, we shall facilely conclude, that Nature has 
not deſtined us. to marriage from the inſtant when we 
believe ourſelves capable of entering into its bands. 
If young men can attach themſelves to this truth, 
„% » FO | 
fection. 


Religion, and 6 laws, compel us E aud 
as illicit, choſe * which men procure cheriſelves 


1 La Nymp homanie, ou. 7, raite de la Furcur Uttrine; 
„ par M. D. T. de Bienville, Dockeur en Med. 1771. 


when 
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when they. are bot authoriſod by marriage: but with + 
out e to what religion and the laws 3 
this reſpect preſcribe, the lights of reaſon muſt ſuffice 
0 pic us. What a contraſt, is chere between the 
pure pleaſures of 2 man living in the midſt of his-fa- 
mily, happy through himſelf, happy. through his con- 
fort, and his children, and the. imperſe&t and dangerous 
oye nd enen n in a ſkate of e f 


EY 88 * man unite n 9 A | 
ſacred by which is reſpected among all Nations nearly, | 
excepting thoſe. that are civiliſed, the deſigu of that 


union is to bring children to the world. This auguſt 


function is is often. diſcharged with difficulty ; : the fa- 
culty kuow that they. ſometimes find invincible obſtacles, 


which oppoſe generation. But this is not ſufficient. 
A great adyantage would reſult, if every- one, before 


he forms the contract of marriage, or deſtines himſelf 


to delibacy, knew i in what manner to act with regard 
to his temperament; and this we have endeavoured to 
develope, within, the comprehenſion of all men; who 


will likewiſe ſee the means avowed by Religion and 
Nature, for rectifying thoſe ſeveral defects that form ſo 
many obſtacles to enjoyment and, conſequently, ge- 


If I had written for men of knowledge only, I 
should not have taken the pains to ſpeak of ſuperſti- 
tions that mortify ſpouſes, by impeding their pleaſures: | 
_—_ phantoms of 1 9 have ſtill ſome credit 

; among 


| viv kenebbe rien. 


| among the common people; imd it f aner effet- 
e dof». qui zi ti! 
ede tt bell win Nw: er 
before the eyes of ſome timid perſons, for laving 
treated the preſent ſubje&, I cannot avoid repeating 
what we find iu the prefuce which Venette has placed 
at the head of his Tableau de Amour Confugal- a 
work that he recommends as calculated to enlighten 
young and old Men, Theologifts, Caſuifts, Con- 
"fefſors, Fudges, Philoſophers, Phyſicians,” "old and 
young Women, Atheiſts, and Debauchees, M. Tiſ⸗ 
| fot and M. de Bienville, iu the prefaces which they | 
affixed to the two Treatiſes previouſly mentioned; 
have expoſed the reaſons, with ſo much truth, which 
led to thoſe undertakings, that I cannot adduce any 
thing after them, for demonſtrating that, in an enlight- 
ened but corrupted age, we muſt forcibly attack pre- 
vailing VICes. ＋ 
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| by THE TEMPERAMENTS, 


ST THE ſacred Writers Seits 
725 e in thoſs places where they 
mention the numerous progeny of our fore- 
fathers! What an amazing inſtance is that of 
the Children of Jacob in Egypt! 1 believe 
that, in thoſe days, the Profeſſors of Medicine 
(for that ſcience dates its origin from the 
creation of the world) knew nothing of the 
diviſions, and infinite diſtinctions of tempera- 
ment, which effiminacy, voluptuouſnels, and 
— haye introduced among us. 


—_— hil 
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This ſingular diſpoſition of the human ſy- 
ſtem, äriſing from the union of the Uements 
W of which it is compoſed, and which has obtained 
4 | - the name of Temperament, has conſiderable in- 
b; | fluence oh the ſoul and body; and, beyond I 

doubt, acts a principal part in the natural inter- 
courſes of love. For this reaſon, it is generally 
allowed,. that a. man, or woman, of ſuch and 
ſuch a temperament, is little fit for procreation: 
though ſome believe, tliat thoſe who haye a 


* 


4 different complexion, eyes more animated, and 
8 a greater appearance of vivacity, are calcu · 
1 lated, as were thoſe luſty beings who firſt peo- 
5 pled the earth, to repair the devaſtations of a 
Eo ſecond deluge, 1 


This general opinion, 1 from a view _ 
of mankind, is, however, often found to. be in- 
conelũſive in particular circumſtances: and it is 
of the utmoſt conſequence, to demonſttate this 
in a Work profeſſing to treat of that love 

which is ſanctioned by Hymen; but in no wiſe 

of the fiery and tempeſtuous paſſion, that has 

no other object than temporary gratification, . 

which it derives through a ſelf. condemning me- 

dium, and on which the eye of N dares | 
not t glauce. | | 

| Of 
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r concluſions formed 
by ancient and modern Writers, reſpecting the 
cauſes induce the various temperaments, 
it is difficult to ſelect one that is wholly ſatiafac: 
tory.  A_ renowned Phyſicians _y However, 
eee e | | 


2 e Tbe ſolids,” as 1 ©4446 an ela- 
© ſtie power, through which they again ſtrive 
6 at compreſſion, after having been diſtended, 
© Our veins, enlarged by the blood which they 
receive the moment the heart opens}, imme 
© diately endeavour to recover their former pos 
+* fition, when this organical operation is per- 
© formed; by means of the dilatibility of the 
© fibres; and this dilatibility, and organical oper- 
© ation, has à double power to haſten the comms 
e preſſion of the veins. © The greater the elaſtic 
© force of the fibres, the more do they reſiſt 
© the expanſion,. and facilitate the cloſing of 
ee weiss. bag wer h 


1 Non Queſtay: | 


0 J Dufte. A term made uſe of to expreſs the 
ſituation of the heart when its cavities are extended; 
The Siſtole, on the contrary, expreſſes the coutractiom 
ol thoſe fibres which form the cavities; _ - 


A2 t greateſt 
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N greateſt attention: -for, in proportioidas the 
force increaſes or decreaſes, or, as they are 
A © more- or-leſs excited, is the vibration of the 
veins either regulated or changed. The va- 
+. riations occaſioned by elaſtic force, is eaſily to 
© be perceived in a bow: for a bow, according 
© as it is more or leſs ſtiff, extended or bent, 
* occaſions a conſiderable alteration in the courſe 
of the arrow, whatever' may be the attempts 
or the intention of the perſon who directs iti 
Thus cannot the circulation be the ſame in 
© one: whoſe veins are capacious, and in another 
* whoſe veins dre narrow g in thoſe whoſe veins 
are firm or. ſtiff; and thoſe: where they are 
« feeble and wide; in him whoſe fibres poſſeſs 
« great elaſtic power, as in him where their ela- 
« ſtic force is ſmall; and, laſtly, in thoſe where 
© the motion of the fibres is ſtrong, as in 1 
1 eben their motion 15/enfeebled.” : 
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Pa all theſs diſtinAions, which are = 
remarkable in mankind; Monſ. Queſnay pro- 
ceeds to treat of the ſeveral temperaments, 
which occaſion ſuch à ſtriking diſſimilarity in 
the organical, animal, and intellectual economy. 
However, it muſt not be underſtood, on the 
8 authority = this great man, whom I have cited, 


or ang rrurER MEN. 29 


that the ſecretions, "which form the vithtiohs 
m the temperament, "according to the ancients 
and the greateſt” part of the moderhs, are to- 
tally to be diſregarded. The . ſolids acquire 


no ſtrength ors weakneſs, . ſtiffueſs or ſoftneſs, 
nor more or leſs elaſticity, than what they de- 
rive from the action of the fluids, that impel 
them to motion. Thus do we always find, in 
plethoric men, a warm and humid temperament ; 
te biljous, are warm and dry; thoſe of a phleg. 

' matic temperament, cold and humid; and thoſe ' 

whom the - ancients denominated melancholic, 
cold and dry. From theſe various tempe- 
raments ariſe a greater or leſs addiction to carnal 
pleaſures: and it would be eaſy to draw from 
thence ſome well grounded concluſions, if the 
union of theſe four temperaments had not 
given birth to infinite diviſions and ſub-diviſions, 
which the moft reſpectable phyſicians, in ſeveral 
| circumſtances, have been ſcarcely able to define, 
after the moſt e + U To 


Tcl, Wessi limit my remarks to the 
four principal heads, under which the tempera- 
ments are arranged; as they are the only ones 
of which I can treat with ſufficient accuracy: 
god, rejecting all extraneous diſcuſons, convey 


EX: an 
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an idea of the influence which either of that ; 


. poſſeſſes, to promote and perfect the . * a 
ſign of nature, To multiply, mankindt. 
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THE PLETHORIC TEMPERAMENT. 

A Firm and vigorous body, an animated 
countenance, eyes commonly blue, the flesh 
neither too hard nor too relaxed, a ſoft and 
ſmooth skin, a fresh colcur, a plumpneſs, light 
brown or cheſnut coloured hair, flexible and nimble 
limbs, not wholly adapted to hard or conſtant la- 
bour; blue, wide, and full veins, admitting a free 
circulation: of the blood; theſe are the cha- 

racteriſtic ſigns of a W man. 


1 perſon of this * has, ch : 
the whole bodily ſtructure, a pleaſing warmth, 
accompanied by ardent deſires, which intimate his 

propenſity to pleaſure: to this he is alſo impelled 
by a natural livelineſs, a fruitful fancy, and a 
ſtrong inclination to mix in ſociety. _ He per- 
forms all the functions of life with wonderful 
exlerity; and perſpiration, in him, occurs inthe 
e R eaſieſt 
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der THE TEMPERAMENTS.o—& 3 
eaſieſt, manner. A plethoric man, intent on 


mirthful relaxation, will-continually reſort. to the 


joys of love and the table: he is by nature ſy- 
ſceptible, gentle, mild, gay, and pleaſing. His 
habityal good conſtitution has a great aſcendency 
over his manners: and his tendency to company 
is induced by the excellency of his ideas, the 
vivaeity of his conceptions, and the exuberance 
and a of his deen 


I not, therefore, W of a plethorie tem- 
perament, with all theſe alluring qualifications, 
apparantly formed to exclude the myſteries of 
love from all thoſe who have not the good for- 
tune to enjoy ſimilar advantages? He loyes 
with delicacy: it is not always burning deſires 
that impel him to pleaſure; the impulſes of the 
_ move in uniſon with the impulſes of na- 

| More ſuſceptible of a refined affection, 

— prone to thoſe deſtroying pleaſures which 
are derived from the regions of licentiouſneſs, 
he ought alone to reign in the hearts of thoſe 
 fair-ones, who poſſeſs the art of uniting, in a 
ſtate of wedlock, the allurements of delicacy _ 
with the- charms of temptation. But the vi- 
gorous excitements, which ſpur on a plethoric 
Why: ſl him .neither reſpe& or ſucceſs 
5 A4 with 
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with © women who are capable of” feeling | 
themſelves. Like Cefar, he would; in the fame” 
inſtant, ſee and conquer. For this reaſon 
whereby he is capable of makirg rather” ac 
quaintances than friends — his deſires are much 
ſooner ſatiated by the infipidity of a caſual amour, 
which often produces no further intimacy, than | 
by thoſe more ft ubſtantial and delicate pleafures 
which are founded on attractions and contracts, 


that do not always accord with his Urelingls 
 inftabllity, and indiſeretion, | 


a rei ve 189 
„ 4 


From this sketch, it is II to be N 
that a man of a plethoric temperament, though 
feelingly alive to the influence of love, is yet 
capricious and inconſiderate: that he approves 
only 'of the gentleſt oppoſition, which he may 
increaſe or extinguich: as his fancy directs: that 
he, like a butterfly, alights upon the firſt fine 
flower, making, only, a momentary ſtay. The 


| lively tint of a roſe will impede the flight of 


this diminutive animal, i in the midft of his career; ; 
but if, jealous of another flower, she would 
engroſs all his endearments, she muſt unbare 
her boſom to the careſſes of this little change- 


ling, She delight ts to feel the extatic vibrations 


of tis heart; and amply Shares in the felicity. | 
N The 
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The pertirbrivh and the tranſpots of: Hd. 7.0 
able tenderneſs 4012 — Roſe! exert 4 
all your efforts to enſlave, in your wiles, thoſe: 
who would eſepe you. | A ſoft lunguisbment 
alteady pervades the ſenſes; and it will shortiy 
terminate in apathy; .... Would you detan 
Him? Alas! it is too late! Fairer than ever, 
he gently flutters his little wings, and ſtrives to 
diſengage himſelf. His love is not yet extin= 
guished; he haſtens, impaſſioned, to another 
flower, to renew his endearments, and to admit 
it to a participation of his extaſies. Fear not, 
however, his laſting diſpleaſure; you shall not 
be deſpiſed: he is inconſtant, but not baſe. 
perhaps he will shortly return, to make a new 
engagement: do not, then, recede from his 
proffered fondneſs; he is a . as 1 is 
e aan 


From whit” "HAY an dr the amctous 
whimſicalities of the butterfly; it will not be 
difficult to diftinguish the man of a plethoric 
conſtitution. In the fame manner does he con- 

duct the operations of love: to theſe pleaſures 

he cannot make' that reſiſtance which is in the 
_ of a man "of 2 bilious temperament. 
All 


* 
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All the ſweetneſs of the tender paſſion ws. 
united in him, his pleaſures are never invaded 
by thoſe 'whirlwinds of jealouſy, by that fatal 
antidote to love, which ſometimes precipitates 
a choleric man into the moſt fatal exceſſes,» 
He is unſtable and inconſtant! Theſe are his 
principal failings; which, in the end, are pro- 
ductive of punishment. His good conſtitution 
is no aſſurance of a long life: his vivacity, 
laſeiviouſneſs, and, as before obſerved, his pecu · 
har inconſtancy, (from whence originate con- 
tinual new deſires, which ſeldom remain unſa- 
tisfied) inſenſibly shorten his days. 


| Few men, ſo capable of adding to thé ge 
neral comforts of wedlock, as thoſe of whom I 
6 now treat, exert any endeavours to preſerve _ 
Wy - the qualities of body and ſoul, which excite 
uy in them the tender paſſion, to the end of their 
natural career. Their habitual gentleneſs, plea» 
ſantry, and gaiety, would render them in- 
valuable as husbands, if their prominent failing 
did not, but too often, give birth to matrimo- 
nial diſcord. Ought not the attentions, and 
ſweet careſſes, of a wife, to moderate that FUTONS. 
' inclination for promiſcuous pleaſures, which 
ſubvert the purpoſe and deſign of wedlock? I 
Tepre- 
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— to myſelf, with the moſt lively ſatis 
faction, a charming woman, who, by chaſte 
endearments, baving as it were triumphed over 
the waywardneſs of temperament, ſees her 
husband return, for ever, to her embraces, and 
to his family! I anticipate the immenſity of her 


joy; an 


n extent; 


| THE BILIOUS TEMPERAMENT= 


ExcerTING an 1 ſtature, and 


a great tendency to corpulency, which do not 
commonly appertain to a man of this tempera- 
ment, all his other qualities indicate great bo- 
dily ſtrength. His bones are large and 
ſolid; his muſcles well delineated z and his 
flesh adheres firmly together: his thin and dry 
Skin is of a dark red, brown, or olive-colour, and 
ſometimes black: the hair, that covers his head 


and body, is almoſt always black and curled; his 


- pulſe is full, ſtrong, and quick: his veins are 
| 50 and Fee, and his blood hot: his 
| mouth | 
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mouth'is large, with dry lips, « wirmand buen 
le and Black and plercing eyes. | | 
ing 
b of dis deſtrptidn are the moſt amo- 
10556 all their paſſions are ſtrong and violent, 
becauſe they poſſeſs none of that vivacity and 
cheer fulneſs which charaReriſe the plethoric 
temperament. Their anger, ſays a modern 
author *, may be reſembled to that of Achilles ; 
their hatred to that of Coriolanus; and their 
love approaches to fury. This flame, fanned 
by an almoſt inexhauſtible conſtitution, is, with 
him, a principal concern. He will alone be 
loved; while his attachments, unlike thoſe of 
the man of a plethoric habit, though not wholly 
durable, are at leaſt uncommonly ardent: and he 
is the ſtrongeſt of the human race. This great 
bodily vigour he retains à conſiderable time; 
nor does he wait till his powers are exhauſted, to 
become jealous, unjuſt, and cruel. In polished 
ſociety, theſe failings, in ſome meaſure deſtroyed 
by the reſinements of matrimony, in no wiſe 
proceed to ſuch lengths as to poifon the cup of 
pleaſure, and degenerate into criminal extrava- 


* 'Monl. Clerc, in his Natural Hiſtory of Man, 
viewed in a State of Innocence, Vol. I. 


gances. 


* 


temperament. is prevalent, all the vices inherent 
in that deſcription of mankind, exhibit them- 
en eee 


b» £1 10 I; 77 2 1 {3 uam 4 


II Turkey, Africa, and Afia, love is a tyfant, 
that rends the heart of ſenſibility, The ſenſual 
pleaſures which the cruel deſpots of theſe elimes 
enjoy, are diminished by the ſternneſs and au- 
thority with which obedience is enforced: an : 
obedience which appals the finer feelings, and 
is calculated to produce the very oppoſite of 
mutual affection. The women, who ſubſer- 
viently wait the commands of the other ſex, 
are immured laves, who, not unfrequently, on 
the lighteſt ſuſpicion of infidelity, are punished 
with death. The, wretches who guard theſe 
unhappy females, are previouſly caſtrated, in 
order to render them indubitably chaſte, and of 
conſequence to ſecure the fair victims from pol- 
lution! ...... And the tyrants, or rather mon- 
ſters, who reign over this multitude” of ſlaves, 
ought, by all means, to enjoy the like very ſen- 
fible happineſs l.. For the honour of human 
nature, let us diſcredit theſe aſſertions, fo oppo - 


lute to juſtice and mercy! 
How 
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35D Techn ſimple d ee ; 

 Gurcharg's with tears, imploring to be e: 
While men, impell'd by crafty love, embrace, #04 
A wembling fave, with an abbomreat face © ET 


IE happineſs be detived Fo jor it can 
only exiſt where conſtraint is banished from its 
dominions...,. The abſolute governor, who 
can brook nothing but the moſt paſſive obe- 
dience, and whoſe ſlaves, filled with emotion 
and fear, receive the poiſonous careſſes of their 
maſters, is a ſtranger to the ſoft and impaſſioned 


. delights which reſult from the union of two 


faithful hearts. That man is yet more inſen- 
ſible, who, diſeſteeming, or deſpiſing, the plea- 
ſures of an advantageous and honourable union, 
ſeeks, from fantaſtical and not unfrequently am- 
bitious motives, to 2 chaſe the gratification of | 
his animal deſires .... Pshaw! what matters 
© it? ſays he, © I ſte all the enjoyments of 
love. Thou]. . .. * © Thoſe men who 


See Voltaire Ss 6 Orphelin e de la Chine, Ag; 
Sc. . | 


would 
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© entitled to ity nor can thoſe women who 
© barter their charms for luere, ſupport any 


greater claim to the ſubſtantial Fan 
8 love. 433 3 5 
ais e er, a 1 * 
7 The" great bende une Men of a 
bilious tetoperament poſſeſs, and which excite 
| them to the ſofter delights; are not conferred 
in vain. They are; above all others, capable of 
increaſing population, provided the union oc> 
curs with women of a plethoric habit f. Theſe 
more moderite in their tranſports, conform, 
with greater preciſion, to the deſires of Nature. 
If, then, it has ever been underſtood, that na- 
tural ſimilitudes and agreements are requiſite in 
a ſtate of wedlock, the neceſſity muſt be ac- 
knowledged, of paring the bilious man with a 
woman of the like temperament; that is, with 
the moſt enamoured of al} females. Is it not 
commonly, and truly, obſerved, that too great a 
share of vivacity acts in oppoſition to the pro- 
creative faculties? And, nevertheleſs, by the 


* The Friend of Humanity.” 
I This rule ſometimes admits of exceptions 3 which 
will be ſeen when we treat of Barrenneſs. 


dealings 
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el it should ſeem, that. they > 


believe nothing which relates thereto. It has 
unfortunately been forgotten, that, from a pro- 
perly adapted union, healthy and well formed 
children are born. I will hot aſſert; that a 
man and woman, when inappoſitely united, are 
wholly excluded from hymeneal delights but is 
it alone for the purpoſe. of enjoyment, that. the 
ſenſes-are precipitated into the lap of Pleaſure? 
In ſuch an union, tranſports. quickly ſucceed 
each other; adevouring flame inceſſantly kindles 
the fire of love; and the power of imagination, 
ſtimulated by a ſtrong conſtitution, carries the 
happy pair beyond reaſonable. limits... .. The 
happy pair 7... But their felicity will not ak 
ways continue. 1 fee premature old age im- 
peding, and at length drying up, the fources of 
enjoyment. . » I ſee theſe unfortunate conſorts 
calling on their loſt joys to return; and, as an 
Increaſe of che conſequent diſtractions, they are 
deprived of the ſupreme ſatisfaction of paying 
to Nature thoſe endearments which Love has 
conſumed. Miſerable couple! fruitleſsly do you 
ſtretch forth your arms; no tender offspring, 
the joy and conſolation of declining age, can 
ou preſs to your boſoms. 
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. I geteert, we thould ſeek for. 1 the Me- 
holte in vain among infants 


19 


ie Tem 


od men; If manifells elf, in full force, 
» ut the twentieth or thirtleth year z and the 
er ſeldom, ive beyond fh. This 
may de contdered, as un acquired tempers- 
ee dependant on the changes which Ling 
in man, remoping his copſtitution from its ori 
ginal late, 1 It js rarely. obſeryabls. in Fg 
paign countries; la ſmall yillages do we find 
8 examples; . but, pnfortuna ately for the phy- 
N men . of this tempera- 
ment at every itepy, in great, cities, where and | 
inhabitants, *clolely packed together. ſeem c 
tending for the air which they reſpire. 7 
97 rem oft a Jdc 311. When, 
486% Gott DALInEar 991947 o i ü Nuran ehe 
* TP 1 Shall ether: tuo octation 0 welk of the 
effect of air on zriithals; but hill herp obſerve, that 
Tha that of the 48,090 Cubic inches of 
w hjch a man e aks de ide deer 
e * and that it is probably this air which 
Tho into the blood, after Having previouſly gone 
Vol. I. B 7 2725 * 
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When, i in a metropolis, (but not in public 
| walks or places of recreation, for the melan- 
cholic fly from ſociety) I view attentively thoſe 
men who meet my obſervation, many of this 
temperant a) They are eaſily diſtinguish- 
ed. Their Au lige, ot "middling 3 their 
| hair brown or black; and 1 r viſage, long! 
their eyes, great and languid in yourh, become 
dark as they advance in years; "and their Jean 
and hollow cheeks" are "covered with a rough, 
ſcorched, blackish, and ſometimes yellow skin. 
Their boch is lender} titel legt and thighs 
a arms and fidgers lein and 16 
en of this* temperament are Ill. favoured in 
57 viſage; ; although fair and pleaſing, perhaps, 
in youth, * Poſlibly, they” "appear. thus to wo 
in riper years, alone from their jeanneſz; ; In 
ſome ſort, a fierce k the eyes; e and colour 
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' pal 600 7 ie 4204 454 af! has 
through the che. Funn hence may 6 how 
abſolutely neceſſary it is to prevent mankind from * | 
puting the privilege of air, which should be 
fresh. See further on this ſubject, Phyſique hen 
mentale de M. Deſagulliers, tome IL the excellent 
Diſertation de M. de Sauvage, fur les eſfets de Fair 
ſur le corps humain, II. partie, g I. And Le 


moire ſur le danger des inhumations dans tes Fete, 
par M. Haguenot, &c. 


Women | 
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Women of a melanchalle tempemment, 
efſeatially Ger from men of the like conſtitu- 
tiong their skip,-thongh dry, is much more 
2 negligent. gaic is by ſome 
eſteemed; graceful and majeſtic. - Balſac ; ſaid; / 
in deſcribing 2 nation Where the melancholic 
temperament predominated; .. We should be 
S apt to look on . 
4 pouſed their n - LI ULOMENI 
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The en man 1 a | e fo. 
docer among ſemales; for he poſſeſſes/ in a 
ſupreme'degree, the art of, practiſng illuſion, in 
ſtrains of eloquence. ; His tone is perſuaſive ; ; 
and he neeN always ſucageds through a fu 
mity of imagination. - His , though's are; not 
conſtantly directed to pleaſyrab!s Fufſuits; thoſe 
being of too vely and exalted a Bature to en- 
groſs his attention uniformly : heroic actions, 
conqueſts;,. and ,enterpriſes,, ſurpaſſing; human 
ability, xe ſubjects to which be reſorts; but, 
beſides, by a ſingular contraſt, the ambitious, 
garments r we, 
chole eee 


ds 3 THISE 


| Theſe | men, t 3 dire e 
love, except. at intervals, while they abandon 
| "MS thoſa 
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thoſe projects which appear to them of greater 
importance: but, wien ſeriouſly engroſſed by 
that paſſion, they abandon every iden that has 
no reference to it, alone to dalſy with the ob» 
je& that excites the flume. They become, mote 
than ever, gloomy, difficult, thoughtful, reſtleſs, 
apprehenſive, mistruſtful, timid, Jealous; und 
raging. We know, from horrible eximples, 
how far the enamoured, and itritated, of 'this 
r can SAG their _ | 


rt 


wy is it tots /polible'ts axiitilats;] by 
ag the impetuoſity of this unfortunate 
conſtitution? It is hot in Nature; being fel: 
dom diſcoverable in thoſe places where mankind 
conform moſt narrowly to ber dictates. This 
temperament, therefore, muſt rather be conſi- 
dered as an acquired malady, 'or hereditary vice, 
than as properly the conftitution'of the indivi- 
dual. In the courſe of this 'Work will be 
found the moſt approved remedies for abating, 
and, if poſſible, entirely ſubduing, this ſtate of 
temperament, which, in many reſpects, deſerves 
attention; and has alone been rendered here. 
ditary” through the abuſe of pleaſure, and ab- 


In the chapter on Imbecilliry, and ab in that 


on Sterility, J have treated of the remedies to be em- 
ployed 
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een weakneſs, _ ere m_ 
_ Tab 90 
F h no 2H 0 2 ts We MatiO1TIGO 21 
Tha firs of imaginatioh is not cucient, 
in alk of a melancholic temperament, to ren- 
der them capable of propagating the ſpecies. 
Beſides which, the natural functions, and, above 
all, the ſecretions, should occur without too 
much irregularity; which is rarely obſervable 
in men of this temperament. Their whole 
animal economy ſeems in diſorder. The move- 
ment of the heart and arteries is /unequal : 
neatly always famished; they pay little regard to 
a neceſſary quantity of aliment; one day eating 
too much, and the next not enough, careleſs of 
any other regimen. Their diſcharges, like- 
wiſe; the inſenſible perſpiration, and the ſweat; 
are irregular, and alternately ſuppreſſed and too 
abundant'. The moral features | correſpond 
very exattly with the phyſical, The melan- 


ee ee eee 
perament; where will alſo be found the moſt gligible 
preſctiptions for perſons of bilious, _ and 
phlegmatic conſtitutions, | | 
* Monſ. Clerc, whom I have already quoted, 
fiys, that the melancholic 100 OE Jo 
un 


B 3 cholic 
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cholic will and will not carry his ſuggeſtions 

into execution from one day to the other; but 
is opinionatively attached to his own mode of 
thinking, and highly unbearable in the ſentiments 
which he proſeſſes. The ſame: object appears 
to him in different points of view, according to 
his affe ctions ; and hat, in him, produees change 
ableneſs, (for he frequently runs from one ex- 
treme to the other) is rather the effect of a 


derangement of the natural functions, than = | 
. eee, ret . Vain. Lit. 


16 Je an 10 ige 
"Hs duch "als tithes and conti - 
Jes variations in the melaucholic man, reſult, 
without doubt, thoſe affections Ehr PE 
Neue influencing poſteritt̃ 7. 
3.0% eo; chrag gl fingtat es ze 
Pen then, the melancholic mam tu re- 
main ſerupulouſiy in x ſtate of celibacq At 
weren perhaps, to ba wighed that this cod ap- 
peny Bat EXperienge demonſtrates the Shirts 
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1 1 have remarked, that the wel | 
remaining ſingle, were ſubjc&ted to.Jaſting and 
crucl. maladies. II the Chapter on puherty, 
the Cel effects of this temperament, will be ſeen. 
Such wen, therefore, may. be permitted to enter 

into 
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8 eſpecial care 
muſt be taken, that two perſons of a ſimilar 
temperament do not come together, The 
children, that might be the fruit ol ſuch an 
union, would, ſooner or later, be ſubjected te 
the pbyſical and moral vices of the authors of 


* anne Give to ee man 
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4 FE Rar Ph at Lille; deus of 4 
young woman, aged twenty years, in, the poſſeſſion of 
perfect health, who was married to a perſon about as 
old as herſelf; but who, according to every ſign, was 
exceedingly "melancholic: this bride, at the end of 
three weeks after the ceremony, was attacked by 2 
tertian ague, and shortly afterwards she became preg- 
naut. The ague continued during the whole period 
of her pregnancy; but when, at the accuſtomed time, 
her delivery approached, she grew better; and, in fine, 
was at once caſed of her burden and her diſorder: 
but the girl which she brought into the world, was 
afflicted wich the mother's diſorder till the period of 
its death, which occurred at the end of twenty-two 
months from the birth. M. de la Barre, who ſaw 
this infant in a very exhauſted condition, with an ex- 
tremely tight and indurated abdomen, anxious to diſ- 
cover the cauſe, after its death, found that the tumour, 
which became vifible from the ſpleen to the groin 
on the ſame ſide, was alone that which occupied 
3 this 


— . 
Nie ig | See 


the Raabe u * — wh, 1 ay 
; will abſolutly marry. If the difference of 
characters 40 not gradual diſappear, it will in- 

ſenſibly * rden "00 anden wiis has"s 

rede humour, a dete manner, il 

a lively imagination, will employ thoſe en- 

dowments to diffuſe gladneſs throughout 

; his family. He will correct the globmi 

| neſs of his melancholic part. e ; ud the 

ö children will be indebted to him for bappineſß, 
and . for uſelul members l bo 


- 
ue 33 
ciety., 2 , 91 o 4 * 
5 * 3 7 1 — 4 * * % / * 1 as * [ 
« 68 24 14 AS Dre 3 
>: 
a» \ X* f 4 Mi; TP | : #4, 18 2 1 #44 . 1 2 £ TATION * 
"as i . A 3.4 4.4 5 424 B'S 14808 i „ 1 1 4 17 4 4 12344 SY 
- 
| 12 LETS, F 2 5 4 * wo 3 * 4 a Fa . p 11177 ” 4 &. 4 —_— 
1 4 48 14 . N 34 * 9 . & 5.4 „III 
* % ** « Lo 


* 


Doo ad tc e un ; Wüntfz ii nat 1 
e ſpace; and it weed nine ounces. — . 
is Republigueide Lettres. Fuly 266789. 


* * * 2 1 
„ oh 0771 1 G ii 11016 [ 2 117 


o * . # 4 a3 ar # & of * * — £04 
id 9 * * * * 5 * .* 1 — " 
\ 73 + f?, . N 2 1 / * % 
31 4 EC. DV ery # i T5 , 7 : 4 
FI © 14 1 rack 54 #49 11189 99 * 
* " j * - 
+” 4 a 93 - 1 * N 9 
'# - 5 * ' + vw a ® 4 2 1144 i Kitt 2 - „„ „ „ Cala 
mn! s * " * 1 * _ 9 *4 . 44289 * 
idr Ane al 1 ein 


nnr nan ee 3.9 20.49% 2183 


7 ; * * ; * 1 * * 
by * p 4 0 E * 4 A # + 0 . + 
- 
*3443 þ 1 - 1 4 * 10 
* 4 
4 42 * * 
5 . Wonn , Aas A 
* * 
* 9 * 
; ' v1 „ 1 N. 4 $ ; a 
„ @4 3 89 4s L 4 . - b M E 54 W 17 -— 444 IT 
o i 
* 


or THE TEMPERAMENT: —=—”_ 49 


tre PHLEGMA'TIC, OR PITUITOUS TEMPERAMENT®. 


ir I conſider the phlegmatic man, 
all announces in him a ' weakneſs of Nature: 
ſome deceiving appearances will not mislead 
me with regard to his infirmity. His ſtature 
is advantageous, becauſe the fibres, moiſtened 
by an abundant ſeroſity, could by that means 
expand and lengthen. His flesh, for the ſame 
reaſon, is flabby, ſoft, and covered with fat: 
it is of. a whitish colour, and provided with a 
ſmall quantity of light - coloured, thin hairs. 
The hair of his head is of a light. brown or 
cheſnut colour; and his round and pale face is 
often bloated, . His eyes, blue and large, ought 


Buy aphlegmatic or pituitous man, we muſt nat 
always underſtand the man who ſays with phlegt 
that which is termed, in ſociety, good things. Theſe 
are very different in a phyſical and moral point of 
view. We find ſimilar phlegmatic characters in the 
other temperaments, as well as in this. I once 
ſaw a large, very ſtrong, and particularly vivacious, 
plethoric man, who, in a dropſical complaint, conti - 
nually repeated to me that he was phlegmatic, that he 
had been told ſo a hundred times, and that he ought 
to be treated accordingly, 
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to animate his phyſionomy, and give it wh | 


ſion; but they are dull, and have a humble and 
languishing caſt. He has pale and diſco! 


lips, and very thin veſſels, in which ſlowly. 


circulates a fluid, whoſe elements appear to be 


diſunited; in short, his body is feeble, and in- 
capable of ſupporting heavy labour. This is 


Fay portrait of the e . 


We may ald ay that the man of-hi 


conſtitution is not in Nature, ſince it is ſo 
very rare in the country; at leaſt, if the at- 
moſphere, the ſoil, and the regimen, by gradually 


influencing perſons who are nearly inactive, 
do not there cauſe 
to acl ons 


Md muſt, the fims as the elancholic bun- 
ſtitution, become common in great cities, where 
the air renews itſelf with difficulty; and where 


this element, filled with vapours which are often 
pernicious, has not, in ſome ſort, any vent by 


which it can operate ON * _ and . 
nicate with it. . 


Individuals of the * temperament, 
incapable of - executing the movements which 
| announce 


is languishing conſtitution | 


— 


MO NO HEAR the - are. alſo, Inca 
pable;.of . 2 e dee den 
nme 0% S703 fen 0997-7 
* tam 69, 10uvil Jo 
10 The moral Mr Si of tha pituitous man. 
correſpond with his phyſical. conſtitution; and 
it is certainly a happineſs. Vivid ſenſations, 
and an ardent imagination, would convey diſturb- 
anee into the machine, and annihilate the or · 
gans, which are too weak to offer it reſiſtance. 
The pituitous man has little knowledge, of 
thoſe ſtrong, paſſions which move, excite, ele · 
vate; and inflame our ſpirits. He willingly: 
receives. the impreſſion which they. give bim, 
but is rarely arouſed by it. This defect of 
ſenſibility, and of activity, renders in him tha 
imagination cold, the memory debile, &c. but 
his diſpoſition, which is ſweet, affable, peace · 
able, and, in a word, his indolence, prev prevent him 
from being burdenſome to ſociety— — He is, a 
charge, .perbaps, to Nature; for «he has not 
ſcattered men on the earth with the germ of 
melancholy, and of pituity —— Depravation 
of en n e 
„„ ; 


Too much  nourishment, particularly” vil. 
Vor, L 0 cous 


% 


85 


cou aliments &e, aliments fuch as thoſe 
which our celebrated cooks know fo well to 
turn againſt us; the immoderate uſe of wine, 
of liquors, too much repoſe, too great a por- 
tion of ſleep, &c. Dam aſs, of 
the abundance Of PRURY, © WOE PR 3 


Can the pituitous man, who is too weak 
for extracting his ſubſiſtance from the boſom of 
the earth, too weak for daring attempt to ſerve 
his country with warlike weapons in his hands, 
who is a bad labourer and a bad ſoldier, can he 
be a good ſpouſe !— The appetites of pi- 
© tuitous perſons appear to be obtund,* ſays 
M. Clerc; the pleaſures of love do not much 
affect them. Women of this temperament 
© have little inclination for men; continence is 
not, in them, a difficult virtue; the moſt 
© part even reſign. themſelves with reluctance to 
_ © that which forms the pleaſure of the others © 
they are not born under the n ere | 


There is, nevertheleſs, a ſingular remark 
to make on the pituitous conſtitution. The 
women with whom it predominates, and who of 


ay * Hiſtoire Naturelle de Hamme malade, tom, I. 


Q UG f 4 conſe» 


*. 4 * . 0 
. * ; => 
= 4 : 
' 7 
— . 2 
*: 0 " 
| © | f 5 4 

* v2 0 1 
. 
, b F : 

o 


5 [ ' A I 3 14 by « 
— ae 143 8 


ee have little aptitude to enjoyment, 
5 when united with a 


man of n ent tempbranzent. Pituitous 
men, on the contrary, are very often incapable 


ol fecundity, in the union of the ſexes, with 
whatever: individuals they may unite, till their 
deck U hn l cee che 
aſſociation VE"other? ker ents 5 Which, for- 
eee . W c eee 
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| Et toi dans la Nature egars, ſolitaire, | | 

Ton Etre a Panivers ne tient par aucuns pceuds, 

Dans ton ame glacte & triſtement miſtere 
Tu fens un wuide affreux. 7 

M. Tuomas les deveirs de lau, Ode. 
And thou, to filent Wand ring inclin'd, 


Art, in the univerſe, to man digjoin'd :- 
In foul, thou' rt frigid, ſorrowful, auſtere; 
And dead, in fancy, from an empty fear. 
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| A Farenxp of humanity has, at 
all times, ſomething. to regret; but he only 
with whom power reſides, can realiſe his wishes. 
I would, if inveſted with authority, make a law, 
not againſt celibacy, but for fixing barriers to 
the indiſcreet and deſtructive zeal that poſſeſſes 
parents, in the deſtiny of their children, with- 
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out being previouſly aſſured, in any e : 
the ſtrength or wealeneſs'of their conſitttions;” | 
ol! of: ban :e 1933320; Ne 10 done 
| Hoyle be cxutions in not cnHSiNE 5 
the bori6ivo ſolitude, 1 pleth6ric/iiil Ferme, 
by his wit, to become af ornament tö Neef 
and; b his” 2 talents, to iereaſe the NS- 
ciat” In % By adbptiny-s' different ine 
of conduit," T _ erpechh esch moment; te 
be upbraided by Natürè With the perpetrit ton or 
a barbarous deed. Howèver the Billous; dd 
well as melancholic, may ſeem devoted 0 
a life of ſeclällon, theit ciſpeſſtions, and often 
ſolitude grievous,” and prove the ſource fone. 
nous tnalidſes. The paſſions} which e De- 
gun to täké root, develope, grow ſtroagy ahd 
violetitly.expind in retitemehb i by ſtehs; they 
gradunlly” undermine” the animal economy, und 
aeelerdte the infirmities-0f untimely dge;i2um 
_ 241 £8; 4589 11133 20 h, g ebe chin 
4 The lende commentator er Oele Lu- 
caniis'*,” traces the plan of à tribunal; whoſe - 
functions should extend to the examination of 


«> Oeallas Lucanun, en Gree & en Francais Gr. 
por NM. te Marquis dq Argens. Berlin 1762 .1 nh 


N aAlliances 


*:---: 
-alliances that may be of utility or diſadvantage 

do the pablic-, Osellus recommends/the-ayoid- 
| er e eee e and he calls 
| tween perſons of A edle -temperamant, gr. a 
du immature age. What might got be hoped; 

towards perfecting the human ſpecies, 8 
intereſting objects of which this tribunal 
take cognizance,.the right were added of — | 
ing the veritable vocation. of thoſe perſons 
deſtined to celibagy ? ibhogb ewomdizd 2 
07 bsdeveb © mat Nr ester ies 11517 
A man, like him whoſe portrait we have 
£.Gepifted,” 935 Venette*, ſpeaking. of. the bi- 
Laus ꝓerſon, is of. {ot hot -and.,amogous'2 
Stemperament, that, though he Grove 40,4 
£ tate; the virtue, of the moſt ſacred characters, 
© bis nature — * mew 
c with a drop of water, or turn back an impe - 
©; tyousi; torrent to its ſouroe, than to correct 
the: inclinations of chis man. Kings amd. wins 
* are, powerful; but, o tratbet.Female, in: 
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44:46; Venette, in deſeriding, a laſviyious -young 
woman, is infinitely. more TP}: * shall 
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| ae Cool cen do you purpoſe, by perfidions 
careſſes, or paſſionate menaces, to ſtifle inclina- 
tion, temperament, and even nature? No! 
do not, in any wiſe, deceive yourſelf! In vain 
appeal you to the ſuccours, of medicine: thou 
art a ſeeble obſtadle to the deſigns ot Nature, 
that. univerſally. commands with the ſame force 
that thyſelf haſt experienced. "The barriers 
placed between your children and the world, 
are inſufficient wholly to annihilate the germ of 
the paſſions, as tranſmitted to them by you. at 
the moment of their formation. At leaſt, if 
the frenzy for immolating victims muſt be ſatis- 
fied, .chuſe ſuch, then, whom ſociety. will baye 
the ſmalleſt cauſe to regret. Perceive you, 
under the characteriſtic ſigns ol a cold tempe- 
nt. decided averſion to thoſe ſoft and ge- 
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reral engagements that unite man and woman 

im the frigid north, and 3 un- 

der the torrid zone; or if your ſon or your 
daughter, alone actuated by motives ariſing from 

their phyſical conſtitution, imbibe a repugnance . 

to mariage; compel them not, by force, to alter 

their condition: ſecluded from the world, let 

chem enjoy that ſweet tranquillity, which perſons 
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Bow ns is itz then, to be es 
or this inert fituation, this abſolute ſilence 'of 
the paſſions! "The reſources of Nature muſt be 
"underſtood, before it can be determined how 
far an apparently inactive temperument is capa- 
ble of developement. Parents, that decide 
-and prejudge according to their own method, 
to which all muſt give way, ſee nothing, or pre- | 
tend to ſee nothing, than what aecords with | 
their views... Report is alſo made to a ghoſtly 
father! — Ah! is he always capable of pene- 1 
trating into the motives alleged as neceſſary ta a 0 
life of ſecluſion? Can, or ought, he enter 1 
into ſuch an examination, without poſſeſſing the n 
requiſite points of knowledge; where, even, 0 
the experienced Phyfician 1 is ROBY: omar: 4 
raſſed 5 
1 r6col- 


1 WITH RELATION TO CELIBACY. '/ 39 


I recolect, witch the - utmoſt ſatisfaction, 
to have ſeen one af | thoſe. virtuous women at 
the head of 2 cloiſter, who, ſo far from conceiv- 
ing her burden eaſed by dividing it, conſulted a 
phyſician with reference to the young ladies de- 
ſtined to a xeligious life. While she, on her 
part, ſtudied the character of each new novice, 
the able man, who merited her confidence, and. 
whoſe probity was as eminent as his skill, at- 
tached himſelf to the diſcovery of the predo- 
minating conſtitution. Never were the en- 
deavours of theſe two perſons fruitleſs, by either 
ſeparating from the world thoſe young perſons 
who. were preſented to 10. convent, or again 
| RE? e. and bc, 42 
BOT, n Ot ne 

8 ee eee . 
on-the moral than, the phyſical features; whereas the 
coptrary mode of acting ought to be adopted. Deep, 
meditation, long and tedious lectures, rigorous faſts, 
in short, every means employed to enſure the voca- 
tion, muſt neceſſarily, at leaſt for a time, exhibit the 
effects intended: but if the ſeverity of this regulation 
were altered,” Nature would preſently re aſſume her 
rights; the ipring af the enfeebled organs would again 
obtain their elaſticity; and from thence is there N 


a ſtep to the turbulence of the paſſians. 
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- Why is not the ſame line of condult pur · 
lied in other religious edifices?- © No: fütal m 
ladies would has #6 ofa. occaſion diſturbarice 
and diſorder. A thouſand" examples prove, 
beyond dh that the cenſtrained tempera- 
ment, though extinguished for a time, can ne- 
ver be deſtroyed: ue its too great vi- 
gour may be mitigated. Why,“ enchaims a 

celebrated naturaliſt," «why are the paſſions, 
that derive their ſource from the tempera- 
ment, ſo difficultly ſubdued? They are for- 
© cibly attached to the machine, and, by means 
of the machine, eommunieated to the ſoul. 
The paſſions, thus nburiehed then, become 
© greater and ſtronger, as the fibres which are 
© their ſeat. Strive, therefore, to know your 
5 temperament: if vicious, endeavour to cor⸗ 
© re& it; but in no wiſe enforce its ruin: for 
6 then 0u would even annikilate ihe” muching . . K 


A. 1 J tt 


- Ts ir, nos known, that tte means which 
en v6 ve ta paſſions that form 
the ſubject of this Work, (I weak principal 
* * N. elfiee)- occaſion the' _ 
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dreadful 


dreadful ' cataſtrophes; tending to diſdrganiſt 
Nature? Examples of this will be ſeen, when 
I. treit Un guberty: and the hermit's ſitna+ 
tioh; aſter depriving himſelf of thoſe pirts 
which obſtructed his happineſs, without pro- 
ducing the expected felicity, proves the force 
of temperament, notwithſtanding the reſours 
ces of art. Is there na cauſe for 'aſtons 
hment, on opening thoſe books where the lives 
of men devoted to religion; are recorded 2. 
See we no anchorets; ſituated far from each other: 
whoſe corporal faculties have been nearly annihi. 
lated by the rigours voluntarily impoſed, and 
who might be conſidered as deſunct; that, not- 
withſtanding the ſeverity of their regulations, 
n tottured by eee excite- 
ments? l 2 tum Eu Sh 


With wh eloquence has an Academician 
ik the combats! which one of the moſt «i 
luftrious Fathers of the Church ſupported; in 

his retreat, againſt the world and its temptations 
. This St. Jerome, ſays he, who was 
born with an ardent ſoul, paſſed four and 


twenty years in literary purſuits, to combat 


© and overcome himfelf: by which means, pro. 


i Nee the morals became more auſtere than 


C3 : * the 
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©: the penchants; who, in Rome had, fur diſ- 
<-ciples, a great number of illuſtrious females; 
6 who, ſurrounded with beauty, eſcaped its ſnares, 
but not the shafts of calumny; and who, 
< at length, flew from the world, the fair. ſex, 
and himſelf, retiring into Paleſtine, where all 
© thoſe objects purſued him which he had left 
6 behind: ' tormented under the penitential ha- 
< bit; the tumults of Rome reſounded in his 
c ears amidſt the calmneſs of the deſarts. Such, 
* in the fourth century, was the eloquent pa- 
© negyriſt of Chriſtian females. ': This ardent 
© and ſacred writer, of an impetuous and gloomy 
©* diſpoſition, ſweerens, by a thouſand: eircui- 
© tous ways in his ſtile, the praiſe which he be- 
© ſtows on the Marcella's, the Pavlingle,s * _ 
6 Euſtachium 8 ——.— ®* &c. 


Believe we, that men of the preſent age, 
poſſeſs more robuſtneſs than thoſe holy perſons? 
Let us diſcard ſo ridiculous a notion. . Here 
may it be ſaid, without heſitation: 


Man is-too weak, alas! to finother Naw f. 


Ettal ſur le taraftthe, les mavrs S efprit 
des Femmes dans les differens iecles, par M. ee 
de Academie PFrangoiſe, 1772. 


The following occurrence will ſerve as a proof 
| of 
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005 hs phyſicians. ſpeak, candidly, and We 
| thall learn bum tees the influence of art on 
- a;robult. temperament... Abl of what expe- 
dients have not medical profeſſors been compel - 
led. to, avail themſelves, for the purpoſe, of al- 
Kar the miſeries of victims to an ardent 
M. Tiſſot relates, that he ſaw at 
NN GT? ar robuſt widow, about forty years 
of age, who, . long r the bymeneal 


o this poſiiqn, A ſoldier, who v was 1 bout 
forty or fifty years. ſince, at Mompelier, had the mis - 
fortune, one day, of being unable to reſtrain his i ima 
gination from the ſeriſual defires by which he was pre- 
Lipitated. Walking through that'city; he met, among 
others, a young woman, who was peaceably carrying 
a a pitcher of water on her head. This ſight produced 
on the unhappy. man, ſingularly. ſudden , and violent 
effects, momentarily kindling in him the moſt furious 
paſſion. | He was inflamed by ſenſual madneſs, to 
which he could not apply the ſmalleſt oppoſition. 
He threw the girl down, einbraced, preſſed her in his 
arms, and, regardleſs of time and ſituation, proceeded 
to ſatisfy the animal defires. The ſpectators, aſton- 
iched at his impudence, collected together, fell on and 
chaſtiſed him: but nothing diverted his purpoſe, even 
in the midſt of a shower of blows with which he was 
aſſailed. Anecdotes de 8 K. edit. Antec. 
fins 191. 
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pleaſures; and which were withheld a confiderable 
time, by the death of her fudbarld, wi in can 
ſequence attacked with fevers" hyſt 
reduced her to a ſtate of horror ſurpaffhg def: 
cription. © She loſt the uſe of ber ſetiſes 3; and 
no medicine could either dimminish or alleviate 
| the numerous fits that occurred, "They werd 
no otherwiſe to be prevented, than by ſtrong 
frictions on the genital parts; and this expedient 
was followed by a convulſive trembling: na- 
ture directed itſelf towards the irrltäted parts; 
and the patient again recovered the uſe of her 
ſenſes, as as ſoon as a ſalutary criſis —if I may ſo 


expreſs mo run the impetuous-paſ- 
fa e e they Ot 7 09D 
yaw Te 8 10 Wr 1 ü HN 


This blend * proves . St. 
Mis has advanced: That when we too ef- 
feminately abandon ourſelves to pleaſure, it be. | 
comes a cuſtom; and, from cuſtom, - -neceflity 


d 


follows. Sometimes, however, theſe accidents 
alſo occur to young perſons, untainted by pleay 
ſurable indulgences, and whoſe imaginations have 
not been inflamed by che morality: of loye. An 
example of this will be found, when I treat on 
Puberty.  ' Zacutus Luſitanus ſpeaks of a young 
woman, who ſell into a moſt dreadful ſtate, and 

. 


. 


in whols eile even pity frayed nella 
But that ekilful practitiotter udinhiflteredd Teiter 
by means of a peſſary, which produced the ſame 
effekt de friftion on dhe wemat münfiöhed by 
Nu. the patient wär inſtaritfy want 
Hoffman (and his obſttvation' is forelbiy apid | 
bbs relates! the Hiſtbry' of 2 Rengibeſe who. 
cod nd dtherwiſe be Teilsved from theſe hy 
ors don thin*Hiouplh the dpplicatich 
& a Wan} cd A mut ſuperficially "pal 
over. It is to be lamented, that we mut 
enter into a certain detail of the ſuccours adapt - 
ed to alleviate an irfitabe” temperament, when 
theſs'\ſicegiirs are ati outrage on n Si 
203 N a0 uo Qt TP TL INES 8 8 7 
While wwe men inchdGcenitly alta. 
- monaſtic celibacy, and even ſtigmatiſe the ſacred 


dogmas of religion; phyſicians, reſpecting all the 


— reform the abuſes 'which meet 
their notice They know, as I have already 


__ obſerved, that there are ungovernable tempe- 
raments; and it is with reference to perſons of 
ſuct@cpnſtitution;"that they view. the maladies 
arifing*from'” celibacy. This point they have 
not ot cotiflſered Wars a a , to o populatlen, dut 

wy ? merely 


d' that can ariſs from ſuch inſtitutions; alone 
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way” 20 2 WALLS. 351 87; BM 
—— in "bis Bock on the ' Diſeaſes of 
Virgins, the accidents occaſioned by, a retention 
af the ſeminal fluid. „ 5 in this Work where 
he, as the only eligible remedy, recommends 
marriage to thoſe: damſels and widows who. are 


tormented. with too great a share of enamoured 
en Attac 30 of 21 1 


2 „ „eo 


nne 11 1 9410-46863 9 is! 32 E n 15 2610 ; 
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ladies ariſing from this retention, which he im- 
parts in the moſt ſtriking obſervations, as the 


fatal e. a too, n er 
ment f. de 


bs | Dodor 1 * publiched . a " theſis 
wherein he cites an abundance of maladies pro- 
duced by the From of f vena, Mow 


x 
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* Lib. de vg. arb. 


I Des Part. Malad. Livre VL. 10 FARO 
der will be ſeen the obſervations which are more im- 
.mediately connected with this ſubject. . Here it is no 
queſtion, otherwiſe than in a general manner, 


ſures. 


ſares ®. Doctor Reneaume bus treited on the 
Tame ſubject, in a theſis:0#0Mohaſtic 'Virgs 
nity f. M. Zindel gave the Public a Diſſertation, 
in which e vollected ſeveral remarkable 6bſere- 

vations, reſpeRing"the maladies ariſing from u 
too ſevere chaſtity. M. de Sauvuges has treated 
of the dangers which reſulttu wumen, from a pri- 
vation of the delights of love w Ne temperament 

is incompatible: with cont hence They airs; 


according to this"ekilfut»" phyſibiaty © greatee 
_ facrifices to the fire of paſſion, in proportion as 


they exert their efforts to ſubdue it; becoming 
ſubject to lowneſs of. ſpirits, teſtleſsneſs, furs 
feits, leanneſs,” &c. Hereto he adds an obſer. 
vation, that perhaps, ſays M. Tiſſot, exhibits 
the ſevereſt trial to which a contending tempe- 
rament was ever expoſed. It relates to a 
young lady, devoured by innate fire, whoſe 
ſoul, with an aſtonishing force, continued pure, 
thit was rem eto to Na. me eres ers | 


* 4. ex degats veneris uſa morbi? "EE 


; This hypotheſis, copied by M. de 1a Mettrie, 
will be found in the works of that phyſician. ' 


1 The like doctrine is alſo demonſtrated by M. 
de la Mettrie. 4 
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feet of 2 decrepit and auſtere confeſſor, Ihe la 
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which. ariſe from. an ardent tzmperament. ds 


obſervations therein - a bow difficul 
it is to overcome the . obſtacles. _— oppo 
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cle Wo ſors ene ey 0 
fixteen. years of age, who, after receiving the 


moſt liberal education, became enamoured of a 


ruſtic; and afterwards ſo far forgot herſelf, as to 
transfer her affections, and make the moſt in» 
decent overtures, to another youth, whoſe re- 
ſervedneſs irritated her deſires. This unfortu- 
nate girl was precipitated to che brink of the 
grave; and, after the cauſe of her diſorder had 

been doubted, at a conſultation of phyſicians 
held in a large city, sbe was at length cured, 
leſs through the ſuccours of art, than a mar- 
riage, which terminated her misfortunes f. 


7 Trait? de A rr % 471 
7 Idem, chap. 5. 
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I n. this treatiſe will alſo be found, the'hor> 
rid ſpectacle off a patient, reduced to the laſt 

extremity of diſeaſe; and who, after long con» 
tinuing an object of terror in a mad · houſe, where 
coercion 'was- employed, again recovered the 
uſe of her faculties and health, through no other 
means than the courage with which- M. de Bien- 
ville armed himſelf, agaiſt a malady produced 

by complicated bauſes, and urrived at an extra 
| ordinary heights which he ſurmounted through 
perſeverance in the adminiſtration of — 


A young perſbüs aged tiytive -yeats, in- 
dulging in all the exceſſes of private debauchery, 
to which she had been prompted by the peruſal 
of dangerous compoſitions, diftated by an impure 
mind; and aided, alſo, in the deſtruction af her 
. exiſtence by the horrible ſuccours of an aban . 
doned woman; furnishes: à ſtriking picture in 
the Nymphomanie, at which nature sbudders; 
This unfortunate victim to a depravatien of 
morals, was confined three years in a hoſpital 
aſſiſtance of a skilful phyſician, who attended 
her the whole time, was reſtored to her 
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family, and · to the exerciſe of reaſon... | But 
this unfortunate female, viewing the felicity 
which ber ſiſter enjoyed, who had been married 
during the period of her abſence, fell again into 
the ſame ſituation: she was once more con- 
veyed to the frightful receptacle that had been 
her former abode, but with leſs hope of curing 
the excaſſive fury that agitated this miſerable 
ſacrifice: for a tate of imbecillity ſucceeding, 
her diſorder was, perhaps, ſtill more ama 
ble of the ſuccours of art *, 15 nt Oofte⸗ 


I be laſt obſervation that I shall from hence 
quote, relates to a, merromaniaque damſel, for 
whom every remedy was employed, that ſeemed 
adapted to effect a cure. A ſenſible phyſician, 
ſeging the inſufficiency of the mode of treatment 
that had been adopted, abandoned phyſical and 
reſorted to moral aid: he attacked, with ſweet · 
neſs the imagination ; and thus completing the 
cure, accepted joyfully of the young lady's 
band, which her parents preſented n 
| en e e e 0 
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1 | After theſe Ariking —__ fits jnl- 


dem, ibidem. + 1dew, ibidem. 
| ence 


WITH RELATION TO CIA. yr 


ence of the paſſions on the animal economy, 
shall we believe that Medicine can furnish the 
means of ſubduing them? Shall we believe 
that, if Nature has not given to men efficacious 
ſuccours againſt the fury of an amorous paſ- 
ion, theſe ſuccours will iſſue from the labora- 
tories of our Chymiſts, and coming to the voice 
which calls them, ſcatter torpidity, frigidity, 
and inſenſibility on beings deſtined, by the 
Creator, to multiply the maſter - piece of 
his magnificence ® Shall we believe that 
thoſe» Electuaries of virginity, thoſe Opiates of 
wiſdom, the compoſitions of which we find in 
ſeveral Pharmacopeias, have the virtue of de- 
ſtroyiog, as by enchantment, the attraction 
which has conducted one ſex towards the other, 
Ever ſince the origin of the world? the band 
of it which unites individuals, forming their 
happineſs? I am not afraid to ſay, that, if 
there exiſted a book in which the terrific 
means were depoſited of robbing men, in ſome 
ſort, of the ſentiment of their exiſtence, the 
laws againſt it ought to be ſevere; ſuch a book 
would annihilate ſociety: the greater the deſires, 
the more alliances — How do I know! 


at the period to which one part of men are 
"now arrived; to this degree of egotiſm, pro- 
Vor. I. C8 _ duced 


> | 
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duced by an excluſive, .dry philoſophy, which 
inſulates every individual = How do LI 
know, if many men would not receive with. 


joy the means of ſolely exiſting for themſelves! - 
— Let us diſcard the wanderings of human 


wiſdom, in calling to our minds the ſtrange. 


error of | ſome men, who willingly deprived: 


themſelves of the organs by which they were 
to exiſt for ſociety! Let us not forget that 
theſe men have had diſciples, who shared their 
ſtate, in laying equally on themſelves a ſacrile · 
gious hand! 


In ſpeaking of Puberty, we sball view 
men who have coolly ſacrificed to a pretended 
tranquillity the organs which gave them diſturb- 


ance. The Chriſtian religion, in fpite of ite 


ſelf, has had ſome ſects entirely compoſed of 
_ theſe melancholic and cruel men, A certain 


Vulleſius formed one of theſe ſets, which main» | 


tained, that mutilation was ſo far from being 
an obſtacle to the ſacerdotal functions, as the 
Council of Nice had declared, that it was abſo- 


lutely neceſſary to be an Eunuch in order to 


exerciſe thoſe functions. Theſe fanatics not 
only practiſed upon themſelves the cruel ex- 
ample of Origin, but they alſo reduced 
to the ſame wretched condition all thoſe 


who 


FWW 
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who, ——— fell into dear *marcllaſs, 


Hands Abet 10 ve 33459 
«qt Smw_ yo gr0307 71 rl! 11 
.* Fanatics; ene a PROP 9 

tors, again introduced them in different centu- 

Agyniem refuſed to pray for women, aſſerting, 

that God was not the author of marriage. The 


Aſeinent, that we ſee, at the end of the third: 


century, in Gaul and Spain, likewiſe condemned 
the conjugal union f: and in the firſt age of 8 
Church, ſeveral heretics ſupported: the like m 
ſtrous errors ß. Nothing, perhaps, 2 EONS | 
the inconſequerice of the 'Abelonians; a ſort of 
heretics ho reſided in the environs of Hippo - 
er erb ue al 

. M pioli ds Hl 6 cn 20 e Erl ear 

* See the inſtructive Traitd des, — at- 
tributed to M. Charles Ancillon, Part I. chap. V. 
* The Valeſians forced all who fell into their hands 
to become eunuchs; and when they refuſed thus to 

6 qualify themſelves, they were faſtened on a form, 


7 | 
 f Sr hs Dianne Enegebodine x the ward 
ENS. 


8 St Pau lines this fin fame of tis Epitles 
w Timothy. 


ES Eng eaſfoms: 


* wid deprived of their virile organs.” | Idem, * } 
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| * 
cuſtoms of theſe madmen; ws, To marry, and © 


nevertheleſs affectedly profeſs that they abſtainedl 
from their wives, with whom they were ſup⸗ 


poſed to habe no; kind of carnal intercourſe *, 


We may ſupfioſe that this ſa&y in the. courſe of 
time, was naturally annihilated by fach-like res: 


gulations. The motives are kiown, that dg. 


termined Combabus to deprive. himſelt or the 
parts of virility; and the event proved that bis 
precaution was wiſely deviſed: but the ſummit 
of extravagance was attained by the friends of 
conſole him and partake of. his. ſituation f. In 


fine, we have obſerved men, ſacriſices to eſtesm. 


ed and long - eſtabliabed prejudices; . who: have 


Ms” themſelves, ROM denn that d 


X r 


.0 St. Ae D. len. aa Die. . 
cp. at be word dib. ame. att ? 
2.00 ® 

+ When knen wit pn g ) an F -V 


it is not voluntarily. limited: thecqudu& of the friends. 
of Combabus ſerved as the foundation of a cuſtom, 


which was annually obſerved, to mutilate ſeveral per- 

ſons in the temple built by Stratonica and Combabus- 
See Bayle's Dictionary, under the word COMBABUS 5 
the Traite des Eunuques, Part l. chap, VI.; and 


M. Dablancourt*s tranſlation of Lucian. 


"2 os ww «teh 
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should, in conſequence, shield themſelves againſt 


the leproſy and the gout; | diſeaſes which 


they ſuppoſed did not attack thoſe who were 
deprived of their virile patts *; 


I shall add no more than one reflection 
to theſe facts. Fanaticiſm, the love of tran- 
quillity, and the dread of diſeaſe, having ſuffi. 
ced for exciting men to lay hardy hands on the 


organs of their virility, and to deſtroy theſe 


ſame organs by a cruel and painful operation, 
which even threatens death; what might we 
not have expected, if they had poſſeſſed the power 
of annihilating their generative puiſſance by an 
eaſy means, which had accomplished their views 
without the fear of thoſe dolors which accom- 
Hay an tee ſo cruel? 


271% * Meteiay's Vie * Philippe Auguſte; Que · 
ftions notables de Droit, by M. le Preire; Trait 
des Eunugues, Part I. chap. vi. 


Vol. I, D 2 CHAP. 
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IN whatſbever place a laſci- 
6 vious man lives,” ſays Venette, © he is con. 
* tinually embarraſſed by his amorous tempera- 
ment. Virtue can effect nothing where love 
© operates naturally; and Religion, even, has 
not ſufficient influence on his ſoul for reſtrain» 
© ing his firſt movements; and for vanquishing' 
© his complexion, which, every hour, furnishes 
* him objects that tend to inflame his. imagi · 
nation *. 8 
11 


* La Generation de Þ Homme, &c. Part. II. 
ap. Ve. Art. 4. : 
: of Is. 
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Is it, then, after Gmitar language, a matter 
of ſurpriſs, that this phyſician" ſeems to place 
but trifling reliance on the remedies employed 
for ſubduing the | temperament ? © Never» 
theleſs, he aſcribes too great quabties to ſome 
of theſe, while ſpeaking in conformity to the 
ſentiments of the ancients,” who frequently 
judged of a remedy, rather according to ſuper- 
ſtitious notions, than analyſis, and actual pro- 
pertias. 5 Gn ein er N 
ERM oft 308195322 eee $320 
When] uk if there are any powerful re- 
medies for reſtraining the deſires, I am anſwered 
with the recital of numerous preſeriptions; 
among . which the wonderful virtues of the 
agnus caſtus are principally celebrated, when dif 
fuſed in the places conſecrated" to continenee. 
her ſt e- 50 10 


u ne bh por; YN 14 


chaps e e ek Ray Mani 
3 — chirtieth Ohaptet, Book. N. of 
Father Auguſtine's Confeſſums. It will chere he ſeen, 
chat faſtings, chaſtiſings, &e., could not prevent. thaſe 
eſſential matters, which ſiruck the obſuryation.of this 
pious teacher, from making a lively i impreſſion on him 
iti fleep? © So much influence, ſays he, has the 
„illuſions of theſe" ile fantaſies" ON 8 wy. 
bene ae 157 bed . 
2. 2 - great 


——— * 


78 ON THE MEANS\FSTEEMED CAPABLE 


great as many pretend; but, though, it aQually 
gvere ©, muſt it then, withaut conſideration, be 
employed to ſubdue a canſtitutian, thut cannat 
ſuddenly be changed, without the: nc 
min n C oe off et 
tt . rot oi ov 0 
Tune Abe been may vary 
through: cauſes that depend on diimate, re: 
gimen, Occupations, &.: but time is necaſ- 
lary for carrying this into effect. The .tempe+ 
rament of the Grecians, has paſſed into France: 
it is again found in Sweden, where, for tts rea- 
fon, they ſay that the French have to date their 
origin from the north and, before the exptra · 
"he ſame temperament will prevail id Ruſſia. 
Formetly, the Pariſians were ſolemn; if not me- 
Hneholie, I jove the Pariſian”: ſaid the 
Emperor Julian, becauſe he, like myſelf, is 
eErious and grave. c See what an entire! change 
me national temperaments have undergone 1 
I dare: hot deeide, that*this total change'has oper- 

te avert their advantage; it all reſpetts; but m 
i , Wat fuch cn wels wworphaſes e can operate 0 

| £4 {4301 

{5 tow degrets... 1 is the work of wholeages, 
apd hy go. ang tg, be effected by con ar. 
aeg meaſuren ! When I geſlect an 
W bo os the 


acts in oppeBitign/to- his febcity: but ie 


, 5.000 
N 62 Tit - 


| e SURDLING dn eee ” 


iw which preceptors unt, to . 
firain! inſtantanecuſiy the temperatures of thoſe 
pupils” who are deſtined to a life f eelibacyy 
fand into an impetuous cW ʃ¾ãͤrüt, in the hope orf 
ſtopping its courſe: I imagine the ſame little- 
ones ſummoning all their ſtrongth, to lift out 
of the earthy; wich weak hands, 2 benerable oil; 


that had being before the birth of their fathers? 
They can neither diſturb the water; nor make 


any impreſſion on that ſturdy tie; Mhich is the 
object. their attacks. 01 * 805957 £ ; (TEA! 


le! ties. Aonpi cillligng} ede or gig bir 


„Not ,contly ſb is it with the [remedies 


they" ub hoe! \deftroy it; but-16vramit terrifio 
rawiges. Let us not alter with too much 
precipitation, ſaid tlie Father of Medicine; ur 
dangerous meladies will follow, that may ob: 


Nientely ſet the utmoſt sill at diane. 


And nn 15.463 Saifpib — aa77.% to 
NW? Beeanſe man is born with at pri 
anitive conftifition; which muſt be ſoftened, if 


mauſt''occurr:by';ſteps3!i without irritating any 
amg s without! the employment of meins, 
Tiatz ſo far from furtherigg the intended pur- 
D 4 


bo, 


80 on THE: MEANS ESTEEMED: CAPABLE 


poſi: diſt@b the animal economy, by occaſion. 
ing langour, and weakneſs in the natural func- 
tions; thickneſs and ſtagnation of the humours; 
obſtructions in the viſcera ; and e in 
ee eee eee u megmi ae 2 ba 
it a ontgent mda i n got 
| The a A whe Ami- 
niching the ardour that excites to amorous plea · 
ſure, are narcotics; remedies which produce 
torpor, and render the patient to whom they 
are adminiſteredſtupid and dull. By eommu - 
nicating a lethargy to the organs, which filtrate 
and prepare the prolific liquor, their faculties 
are. taken away. For this reaſon, : likewiſe, 
it should be recollected, that fomnifics: alſo ex-: 
erciſe a like influence on all the animal functions, 
not even excepting thoſe: of the. ſpirit The 
Greeks named theſe remedies  kypnoxigues ; ro- 
garding them, with the narcotics, as - remedies | 
whoſe ſuble and pernicious vapour the xunaux 
of xarunk — diminishes, or entirely obſtructs, 
he movement and ſenſation of ths ſolids, ' They 
Viewed» thoſe | ſubſtances ast poiſptious, which 
zeſſen the circulation, ſuppreſs::the ſecretions, 
Ake away 'the appetite; impgif: the! memory, and 


while : proeufing7the; verity! of ſleep, occafioty 
Withe ame time} 9 ang frightful 


g | viſions. 


.- 14 0p” 8UBDUING THE" DEW f 


man vf ſenſe and ſpirit quickly ſottich'and ſtupid,” 
than i the uſe of '' narcotic medicines. It 18 


1 ſpinit and memory, which 
remains à conſiderable ae 2) 03 mug 2 
Ai: £00613 dS) 00k MULGIOU ISIS ©1333-1203 


We do not always een ſuch narcotic 


atd-ſomnific means ds meet our notice in 


— belladona, firamonium, right. 
sbade, henbane; and ſeveral others, which the 
| during and dn fn piniſter without under- 
ſtanding or judgment. Other compoſitions are 


frequently ſubſtituted, in which opium is intro- 


duced, - and which, thereby, can alone becom 
perniciaus. Opium is a dreadful medium for 
affording repoſe to an agitated body; a medicine 
which" phyſicians cannot too cautiouſſy employ, 
and of which Galen never” * n der 


out trembling f. 
ks | "See the ee EL ue 4. Ad. 
ein, under the article Narcotics... 


3 verse- muten of 


a certiin and oontrovertibie truth, ſays the' 


* 
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cio: other ancient ſuſfrages were neceflatyy 
Seribonins Largus, Celſus, Actius,Diofcorides, 
ten, and othermo would  farnich. me: with 
am to combat theſe: deſtenctive empoſitions, 
tha bane ſo great un inan the: body and 
the pirit, when untimely: adminiſtered. rtl 
eediineup va ni aowblido o borgfhoining- 
dali T beiten: or agnen raſtum is inde bea for 
ity reputation to the uſe hich the ancients ade 
of it, Dioſcorides informs us, that the Athe- 
Noir Gout o 240197: evewTls Ton ob WW 
ro varigusly..on all men: Tbe immadetate 
via mode fit DR Eten ad Ts dend 
oY ure end wee fim (rves 
| the Mm. 2s 2 lu luſtf n 1 and ,a aut nents their.jo 
and courap 1 i VE A particular lar fort of drunk- 
ene We shall elite here (66; tar theſe people, 
pimeipaffy the CHITRRY dhptoy it 2s ecltetents tw 
Sb Wedetius uffertele in bis Trettite de. Or!d; 
chat opium cauſes, in perſdiis of 4 Hot tamperament; 
nothitagh: polhitiotts, n continual) miapiſmi . 
Herdthen proceeds inonſiſtentiy, for he tainment 


of ,hjyphie&;-wha, apakes uſe, of Big pins. 8 
appeaſe the furious l . al 8772818 fE 
| 8 I hall, when f 2 


beſt adapted to Feb the dormant de- 
node NG Ain N b been reporte reports xd of the aſto- 
nishing effects protkieed by opium, and what degree 
e Credit boſd affertiona deſevwmuue‚e. 
MI nian 


an — 8g 


ala lates itt bebe toit, ne e 
mies which were bbſerved im)henvur' of Ceres 8 
They male beds of: the branches and leaves: of 
that shrub, to which they comſided their cha. 
ſity; while, among them, an opinion prevailed, 
bated amorous ſuggeſtions, and chaſed away 
laſcivious vidohsd Sf: nriioitclintts 0 e 
Due K bd ONUS Wen yam 1 „tut 
Arnauld de Villeneuve goes much further: 
he inſiſts; with ſingular conſidence for a well 
informed man, that an infallible remedy for tha 
conſervation of chaſtity, is, habitually. to: carry 
a knife; the haniie of en 1 
with 3 en. bas 

le TAL 903-40 e ee f eons; womie - 
10 The prepoſleſſion/which the ancients im- | 
bibed for. this vegetable, is paſſęd over to us: „ 
and, in mornſtaries, the ſeed and leaves of this 1 
wonderſul ſimple, are bath internally and ex- F 
ternally uſe An what relate to the applies 
tion of the branches, in i thape of à girdle or 
ſash, I oazot Perceive the ſmalleſt injurious 
be . and might even rene the 

1 Otis ei ul l 1 HO od bono. FE N 

Commentaire 6 Mail orb lip. do EE 
Diaſcorides ae e. fend 30 noi 
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81 ON THE'MBANS|ESTEEMED /CAPABID 
&zſign propoſed, if the proverb, that gn. 
Internally made of the ſeed, is, perhaps, a-leſs 
indifferent objec ag. 
2 iron noinign mn not Dh me one an 
£02 This ſeed hug if we implicidy'" give eredit 
to choſe hol trumper forth! ita wonders, tho 
property of annihilating the deſires, by dead - 
ening, if I may ſo expreſs myſelf, the body and 
the Ipirit. Fortunately, ſor che welfare of ſo- 
diety, the extraordinary virtus aſcribed to this 
ſbed; beats no greater affinity: to truth, than 
that which is imputed to the branches. M, 
Chomel, phyſician: to the late unhappy King, 
and Member. of the Academy af - Sciences; 
acknowledge:, that the ſeed of the agnus caſtus, 
maile into an emulſioh with the water lily, is of 
ntility in calming hyſterie fits: but he is fur from 
believing it à femedy capable of | extinguishing 
the impetuous movements of cbrporeity :. A 
c paſtor of conſummate: piety, ani apoſtolical 
© zeal,” ſays he, ſpeaking of M. Chomels rector 
Letters, and * Econsmical, Dictionary, 
a remedy compoſed by himſelf, and which he 
regarded as un infallible ſecret for. the conſer- 
© vation of chaſtity, I rely much on his at · 


* 


Agile * teſtation 
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| 3 .teſtation;: hut, 'as yet, have not, bn 
dente, obtained ſuch certain proofs; to co 
J.ider it a 4 ſpecific dapable of 'eſtabliching 
chat virtue, wlüch it ia ſo difficult to practiſa 

without the ſucrour of ſuprnatural grace 
Ah! what are we to think! of the exiſtence of 
a plant, poſſeſſing qualities not alone to impede 
the filtration of that ich fluid, which indicates 
vigour and health, and to 'whicli probably we 
owe it! Noll. Nature nourishes no plant in 
the earth, capable of degrading mankind far 
dictate thoſe: laws appendant to the myſteries ot 
Cxnxs: she armed not the hands of a tyrant 
with the cruel ſword; calculated to rob man of 
half his exiſtence: nor has she communicated 
to the pe would prove 
£ INES to ue prin a ane 


C 


The watery} is placed th new a: 


3s Abregd de 7 Hiſtoire des Planes »/uelle. - 


+ There are two forts of nenuphar, or water - lily: 
that here mentioned, is the white, lily—nymphes « alba. 
It is uſed as humectant aud cooling; and * 
wiſe narcotic; by conſequence adaptet wo calm top 
great e of the kumours. * = 


. Exe4, 
of efficaciousremedids, for ſtilling the amborous 
propenſities. -:; Pliny: ſays % that: thoſe>whd 
take it twelve days inwardly; will find them. 
elves incapable of any thing tliat contributes to 
tte propagation of the ſpecies;- ind that, by uſmg 
t forty days ſueceſſively, the incitementb td de- 
fire will no: longer be felt Iti is unmedeſfary 
to add the reaſons given by the+aricients, as a 
proof of the ſovereign power uf this fithpie; 
and to exhibit how the cold, aſſociated! with 
' the dry, preys on the generative! ſourced. Se · 
themſelves of it no otherwiſe than as 'a means 
to draw from the bladder a mucilaginous liquor, 
for the purpoſe of rendering the urine leſp poig- 
nant, and to ditninisi the dolorcus ſenſation 
paſſage. It is only! with-this vie ſahs M. 
Gardane, that I have recommended the viſ- 
cous and mucilaginous root nenuphdry It 
n now de. ec £9. eee, on tho 


* Hiſory of the World. 'Book-XXV. & 7. 


I Rocherques Pratiques fur let Jifftrences ma- 


niere de traiter ler maladies Vtntrieones, 1770, 
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ane wine of this. plas and 


<ſtill-teſsonithe/proſs''agd nhauſrous fyrupipres = 


< pared; therefrom It is. m to this 


dane appreciates 3 Sh 


in this reſpecti we may credit a phyſiciam idiſtinb 
guished by his talents, ere r eee 
eſtimable aim, that an — man den 
propoſes;'.ahavioP being uuf. Ii 4108 Ide 


HI 90210. doc 385 02015 gs: b32idigh 


Several outbors, deſcribing the ee 
virtues of the plant in queſtion; have unadroitly 


aſſerted that the Turks macerate the flower 
of the'lily in water, rub their noſtrils with itg 
and drink plentifully pf the infulian. Theſb 
luſty'beings;/ who reſt their preſent and future 


happineſs on the pleaſures of love; would: not 


have recourſe to this plant, if they had: ever 
—— 
ing or dininiching heir pleaſure, 193 . at 
"The following roi oy Gree leſ 

a8 4 proof of the waterilily's power, than of 
the influence of oF on 2 9 ror 
ee 3 n ” 
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- Ajourneyntan, torthented with 4 whitlow, 
a to one of thoſe. hoſpitals where po- 
which were held in high eftimation for the cure 
of that troubleſome ſwelling, The ſiſter, who. 
the medicinal department, and to 
whom he addreſſed; himſelf, was, in the mean 
courſe of a young man who accompanied this 
ſuppliant; inſomuch, that a complaint was ex- 
hibited againſt him to the ſurgeon of the houſe, 
who happened to be then in the hall. That 


verſed with them a long time; and, under a 
charitable pretence, invited them to eat; of 
which they gladly accepted. When the repaſt 
was ended, he gravely ſaid, turning to the gallant : 
© My friend! you can, now, have unlimited acceſs 
Sto this houſe; there being leſs cauſe to ap- 
© fenſive tendency. I have given you ſome». 
e thing that will take away your deſires. The 
young man appeared, however, regardleſs of 


tis threat: but informing; his companion of the 
 __ eireumſtanct, he ſet his imagination. afloat, by; 


declaring that the ſurgeon had given him a 
preparation of the water-lily, The unfortu- 
| ”"" mip 


ati Mo Gb 1:47 e 5 | 39 
Jouth gave ord his friend's 
e thibk himfef ag t0 
filment of an bymenesl contract which 
are to perform with a tolerably fair 
11 3 Vir How, 
o gradations, the help of a private 
artiſt ®, W in bis e 
the viſſons, of 
4 ae letruce enjoyed We n among 
the ancients, which W loſt at the 
preſent Oaye 7 All, with gs, being 
auer their IT Venus, 


favourite 1 . une From hence 
afterwards, this plant was 9 a8 3 guardian 


of chaſtity, 2 n which mankind placed the 
greateſt confidence; and this confidence has 
. paſſed over to us; But the effects of the let. 
tuce are differecit on men, according to their 
conſtituron, the e the 
WET SOT: 7 

hs — by: prodeſon, nd ſup- 
poſed to be a ſorcerer, In the beginning, he gave 
his patient ſome phyſical draughts, of a hot quality; 
which, "however, produced not the ſmalleſt effect, 
till he perſuaded him that" the Devil had raken a 


e 
Vor. I. | Fett 
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wa white ic diſpoſes to generation the bi · 


s gnd frequently the plethoric temperament. | 


12 1 negletied to ſpeak of the camplict *, 
my perſons might ſuppoſe, that I dared not 
attack thoſe wonderful powers which this ſub- 
ſtance oppoſes to the amorous inclinations. In- 
deed, the ancients, under theſe circumſtances, 


entertained no doubt of its ſovereign influence; 


and, among the moderns, there are ſome who 
place a perfect relianet on its virtue. Accord- 
ing to Sealiger, camphor was viewed, in the 
| preceding age, as a reftigerant, which the monks 
| were permitted to fell and chew, with a de- 
ſign of ſuppreſſing the eoncupiſcent emotions . 


Camphora per nares castrat odoro mares, . ; 10 


m. 


* Camphor is 2 feſinous ſubſtance, or gum, flow- 


ing from the ſtems and great branches of a ſort of lau- 
rel tree, that is very ommon in Japan, The Dutch 
import it in its rough ate, refine and im it into 
lumps 3 — ene * 
other countries. 


1 They muſt de exceedingly credulous, ud 
imagine that camphor can produce ſuch remarkable 
effects. Camphor, nevertheleſs, is not. to be indif- 


ſerently approached, Bartholin ſpeaks, in his Obſerva- 
| tions, 


8 2. SS if ww &* 0nd 5 


er 50vpbinG 1 betürd #t 


bis remedy mi t be 4 wich fa 

ellity ; but, apparently; it does not often an- 

| {wer the intention of thoſe who preſcribe it. 

Penot TAgenois ſpoke” confidently,” in the pre. 

'll cling ape, of its vittue to ſtill corporeal ex- 

eitements: but premiſed, that the deſired effect 

would not take place till it had ene e 
ditiled preparation. Wt or 


o 


e e 

thoſe reſpecting the Fat&4ily: The Indians 

mix camphor with acrid and aromuiiẽ ſubſtan | 

ces, which they form inco'tfiedieinat'takes, and 
| chew ſeveral times in the day. Bat the di · 
urnal uſe made of cafiphor by theſe voluptu . 
ous men, will nat lead us to conſider it as capa · 
ble of appeaſing tlie violence of amorous deſires. 
To this I have ſtill to add, an obſervation made 
by Venette,/that thoſe men who are employed 


tions, of an wee who loſt he a er. 
ling, by Wo frequently liatling' this drug: - 
veral e 
vantage. The Arabians have introduced it into their 
Materia Medica; and Raſes, Avicenna, Seba, Meſue, 
Boerhave, Hoffman, Lemery, Sydenham, &c. have 
uſed it in many diſcaſes, that required a compoſing, 
alleviating, anti · putrefactive, and reſolvent mode of 
treatment. 8 
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ig refining camphor at Venice and Amſterdam, 
ligatura et vinculum veneris; while Wedelius, 


niſtered when the fluids are in an uncommon 
ſtate of fermentation, it merely adds to the ſoep- 


76 5211 


40 wk not bu 2 * tus: dhe | 
is a medicine which may be-indifferently admi- 
niſtered to everyone. It renders lean and 
an abundant ſereſty. Aocording 0 "Stenze- 
lius, it is capable of rendering impotent per - 
are deprived of the neceſſary vchicles for 
the ſecretion of the ſeedz that is, thoſe who 
are temporarily incapable of procreation, may, 
by this means, always remain ſo'; but it poſſeſ- 
ſes not the power of obſtructing the ſecretion of 
the animal fluidg, or the erection of the penis, on 
which procreation is dependant. Laſtly, hat · 
ever power the camphor poſſeſſes, when pre · 
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— it ma, Bevertbehe, 


prove deſtrutive; in the bands of | unskilful | 
ard ' Fanatic -praſtitioners, It js injurious for 
thols on an-edervited: ings yo Ponds heb, 


NN ent eee It 


18 ſalutzry for hyſteric vapours in perſons of a 


ſtrong temperament; but-occaſions ſimilar com- 


plaints in thoſe of 2 debilitared nervous ſyſtetn, 
ONT: Re — * 
an EF: 4 { 1 6 
Ears 3x1) no eng side BY EE: 
dps ee thy bmg 6 of 8. 
ing refrigeratively on thoſe perſons who employ 
u. Ariſtotle; Piny, and Arnaud de Villeneuve, 
entertained no greater doubts in this reſpebt, 
than the Tot Opplan, ee 
e. am TITER. : 7 1482 Heini 3 
le Arplapticiandf Newnnbans: had fo anch am 
fidence in che ail of camphor. that he boaſted of be- 
ing able to cus. with.a few drops only, any one, be 
it who it might, afflicted with the plague. 
2 phyſicten of Verona, diſcovered an oily ſpecific fox 
the ns gap, ate from camphor, that, 
daritg the whole period of its ts ravages in that city, 
produced ſuch uncontinon effects, that a pillar was 
. ad abes.H 
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the-curſed: herkl. The mint; moreover, obtgim - 
ed its reputation. among rhe poets, 'thiuf; Men: 
1ha was a fair ggddeſs, who ſo far excited the 
 Indignation of Ceres, chat the latter prevailed 
on Jupiter to metamorphaſe her into un herb, 
that should bear the ſame vine, and to which 
this malediction was added — Never more to be 
of utility in the myſteries 0 of; Love avs | Ars 

| „ bring the 
virtues af ts for 
believin; Pam, De Sits, and Aetius, 
who ok d that this plants on the contrary, 
is" 8 to reanimate the fire of et 


( Ar a . 10 * IU 136," 


97 The reader vill nid diſpenſe oi 
the task of inveſtigating all the remedies in vogue 
emong the ancients, for reſtraining the, deſires. 
We muſt' conſider as ſo many fables, the won- 
derful cures performed by their anti. aphrodi- 
feaques ; *eſpecially when, in conformity to ſome 
writers, we- acknowledge ourfelves" no longer 
in poſſeffon of the agus caftus” of the ancients, 
che highly celebrated camphor of. the ifand 
Borneo, the. actual orehis, & c. We muſt, 
therefore, not literally give credit. to all that, 
Dioſcorides and his commentator have advanced; 
or otherwiſe view the lextuoe-ſeed, purſlain, rue, 

hempletd, 


- 


* 


— 
of # : = kd 1 
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hempſeed, a. . 1 
flowers of the, roſe - huah and — * 
cas of working, pre Ws 


There 1%, ae much more required, 
to * belief in theſe particulars. What con- 
 fidence can be placed. in Marthjole, when he 
ſays, that, being at Venice; he ſaw a man com- 
demned to the gallows, for whom all the priſon 
| doors ſprung open, and the locks broke, being 
touchedby aplqnt, wigh certain fe 7 When 
he adds, too, that 4 foft of wol dane will 
poles: the degth of women, if applſed to 2 
certain part, which J muſt be excuſed from 
| ? And w „ alſo, he ſpeaks of the 
728 herb 75 that is 8 5 eſteemed 
for preventing hunger and thieſt, by keeping it 
in the mouth? | What credit can be given to 2 | J 
man who afferty, that a plant paſſeſſes the power | "i 
of re-animating the dead? © Through this + 
herb, ſays. he, TaiLo, who had been killed 
+ by a dragon, was again reſtored to life“! 
e of theſe abſurditias, I can- 
„See the Pilicatch of the Works of Dioſco- 


2 and to the Electoro 
id other krher of Om by P. A. Mee. 
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5 FQ what 1 ancients have 
written, we may ly hb whether, Even in, 
their own times, the greateſt reliance.) was placed 
on the remedies mentioned. 72 draw this in · 
dugtion from the ſuperſtitious and bigoted | no- 
tions at that. time r Wo It may be 


140 


"Md Commentales' de Marinas 1 £1 m. * 
ge Dubs mk. 7 , | 

E Shall have "occaſion t to ſoak oY te Saab, or 
ſatyrion, when I treat of the medicines which are ad- 
miniſtered. to ſlimulate the tender paſſion; and we 


hall then ſve what degree of credit may be given to 
thoſe alledged virtues, which have been ſo highly ex- 


willed. 
added, 


| Wyeth 


of the fever, till that malady reſiſted 
ceiaury; br the” quite. Thus ure 
lets, bracelets, enchanted . 
facred pants of Herines — * 6 
ignorance and ſüperttitiotl— thelt 
 origit t6 the triffing efleach of K e Ne 
dies, adapted'to the preſtrvatitii of health, or 
che ” of* it Wbeff "or" At nations 
hwve exetted'Yhbit efideavours” th dildover pe. 
Seb, We Ppteſktying wie Whatity of theſe who 
te the vous 7 and perceiving, Mat either \ this 
rijeecinicsy: bir wiiſth-they Half fikberto tetiet 
nar the dreatiflifptinighnitnts* Iuflicted by a 
law, were always competent to oyerpower Na 
ture, they reforted- to epedictts, which! were 
eſteemed HMpernsturi Some nations imaghtel 
fix ind thirty gods; 'btfiers,” the KG Hünnger 1 
deimons;' Tihabitatits of the f, 

dbe goerütenit br tHe Hunte reh 
9 Noc iner palte, as Kiel; is 
each part had u protecting Fodhrid, diftihgutek- 
by the fame name, and which was invoked 
on behalf of the ſuffering part within its 'Juris- 
Medion, | It muſt not be doubted, but thoſe 


organs, 
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of human underſtanding, while, clouds of ignor:. 
ance. obſcured the reaſon. When ho wet. 
ficacy of medical. akill was, under ſome. circum. 


ſtances, clearly -perceivable, mankind reſorted 


to magical incantations. Thoſe natural reme- 
dies, which had been eſteemed. efficacious to 
extinguich or arouſe the paſlion of love, being 
found powerleſs, afſiſtance was ſought from 
ſuppoſed charms faſtened on the priyities, ar, 

ters, of which the ancients,, and particular-, 

Vibe poets, ave: ſpoken ſo much, 
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nfy 
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1 ealy to be convinced of what ] here. 
advance, by caſting an eye on ſome of the 
means employed, at different periods, for accom: 
pliching the ſame. deſign, which ſmother thoſe, 
ficiments fwplanted by Nature in all animated 


beings. What a multiplicity of expedients 
meet our notice! What a contrariety in the 


greateſt, part! And what ablardity in * 


the whole of them! or apts" 7:1 
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Mercurial recommended a cold and hu- 
mid air to perſons of an amorous com- 
plexion“ . Moſchion preferred a warm and 
clear apartment, Avicenna preſcribed to men 
a hot, and to women a cold, air. Ariſtotle 
ſaid that wine conduced to love: Doctor Gor- 
don recommended its uſe to thoſe who live in 
a ſtate of celibacy. Marſile Ficin, on his 
part adviſes, for calming the amorous paſſion, 
the drinking to intoxication from time to time, 
in order, ſays he, to make a new blood and 
new ſpirits, for ſupplying the place of the an-: 
cient blood and the ſpirits, infected through 
too great an attachment to women, Doctor 
Ferrand is for ſubjefting to a bread and water 
diet thoſe young perſons in, whom Nature is 
turbulentf. Avicenna adviſes bleeding in the, 
baſilic vein of the right-arm; and Ætius is for 
opening the poplitæa: the latter alſo preſcribes, 
and his advice has been followed by ſome mo- 
derns, the girding the reins with a thin plate of 
lead, When theſe means failed to produce 
the effects intended, they had reeourſe to pre- 


» Lib, IV: De morb. Mulier. * IF 


+ De la maladie d' Amour, ou melancholie Ero- 
rigue; Diſcours curieux, &c. par Jacques Ferrand 
Agenois, Doct. Med. Paris, 1612. | ; 

. cious 


de on MP MEANS 2aveRA came 


cious ſtones: the carbuncle, ſapphire, emerald, | 
and diamond, were worn on tlie little finger, 
as gifted with medical properties *: but theſe 
precious remedies producing no effect, they 

- Invoked the Gods, they made ſacrifices, and they 

| ſuffered themſelves to be deceived by empi- 
rics, who promiſing all that was demanded of 
them, and who being no more fortunate than 
the Phyſicians of whom we have before ſpoken, 
recourſe was again had to that body. They 
then redoubled their efforts; and though they 
did nat ſucceed in curing thoſe who conſulted 
them, they nevertheleſs depoſited in. their works 
thoſe _ marvellous recipes, which have been 
handed to poſterity, and which men of merit 
have carefully inſerted in ſome modern 22575 
duRtions, 


Anne de „ betend who perhaps, of 
al u the Authors that have written on the ſub. 
je& which is here in queſtion, has advanced the 
greateſt number of abſurdities, adviſes the 'ap- 
plication of "cauſtics to the legs, and cupping 
near the private parts, with /ufſicient ſcarifica- 
tions: he is for giving an emetic to lovers; 
and ſays that if a man wears the teſticle of a 


WS . . ; * 
* Lemnius, De Occult. nat, mirac. 


wolf 
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wolf on his private parts, he will inſtäntliy be. 
come impuiſſant, and that this is an infallible 
remedy . He adviſes the Monks of the Or- 
der of Citeaux, and all thoſe who world lead a 
chaſte life, to go on naked feet. He likewiſe 
recommends violent caſtigations for deadening 
concupiſcence. And Gordon, who agrees with 
him on this point, ſays, that the flesh muſt be 
beaten till it perishes f. After this cruel code, 
which is an outrage on Nature, and shocking 
to humanity, need we be ſurpriſed at the ad- 
vice given by the ancients & for ſuſcitating the 
affairs of lovers; which was, to excite ſadneſs 
in their minds; to cauſe them to be thrown 
into priſon; and to accuſe them of criminal 
tranſaftions? — Matters very ſalutary, 
ſays Dr. Ferrand, for the preſervation of 
© Love P | ' | 9 


If there be a powerful anti · aphrodiſiac, 
it is Nitre, (if we may believe ſome Authors) 
which has been ſo much extolled by the An- 
cients for procuring fecundity, A long time 
before Plato, books were expreſsly compoſed 


* Tratt. de Venen. 
+ Tra# de Amore, 
Avicenna, Paul Eginette, 
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to diſplay the merits of this ſalt. The mo- 
derns, with an aſtonishing enthuſiaſm, have 
attributed to it the faculty of co-operating to 
the reproduction of all that has exiſtence in 
Nature. The English particularly, and 
among them the Lord Chancellor Bacon, have 
exerted all their efforts for placing nitre in 
every operation of Nature. Bacon aſſerts, 
in the work which he entitled Hiſtoria vite & 
mortis, that twenty-four grains of nitre were 
capable of prolonging exiſtence. The Baron 
Digby 0 the ſame * This alt Ts ſays 


b e the i a of nitre, may 
be ranked Pliny, Valleſius, Paracelſus, Vigenere, Ray- 
mond Lully, Paliſſy, Glauber, M. de la Chambre, 
and ſome others. In the Curioſitès de la Nature & 
de Þ Art ſur la vegetation, by the Abby de Valle- 
mont, may be ſeen tliat which the ancient philoſophers, 
and many of the moderns, have written on nitre : the 
enthuſiaſm of ſome of them will aſford the. 1 
amuſement. 


Nitre muſt be viewed as diſperſed throughout 
the whole dominions of Nature, and inceſſantly circu- 
lating from one kingdom to the other. Boyle obſerved 
of nitre, that, in the univerſe, there is no /a/z more 
catholic ; that is to ſay, more univerſally diffuſed in 
the clementary world, 


he, 


[4 


) 


% 


"Wie i i o _— | 
ao bis © Diſbourſs on ' Vegetation} Ll 


potated through the increaſing heat o 
und brought into motion, becomes iicofporati 

in ths Up of Pants, and inco the blood-of W. 
mals; impellihg both to che multiplication of 
" thelr kind. From hence originates that pliy= = 
fulneſs and mirth which, in ſpring, Bitters over 
the whole face of Nature... And this ſame 
nitre, ſudiciouſly prepared for the uſe of man, 
would reſtore, from time to time, ' the devaſta - 
tions Gccaſſoned by age, and farnich him with 
chat delightful renovation which the holy ſerip- 
ture afctibesto the gle. ec. an n . 
Joventts . . ins wet Jo, 2 3 


. e bee un 

eelebrated philoſophers, ab an effe&unl means of 
 Increaſig population; as a 'preſetvative of . 
health; as an ahimator of thoſe pleaſures reſident | 
in the of ſenſe, where even ſuſceptibili- 
ty might be ſeemingly loſt. To farther theſe 
. purpoſes, Bacon was fortunate enough, by his 
defence of nitre, to bring it into ſuch general 


uſe among the agli, that it was preſerided 


1 See the Wark of ths Abby e. Vasen. 
vu. L 6 : 


newly 
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1 Ste and ud, o perfeRt 
as antidotal. But it js mas 
0 d intentions, to give. univer- 
1 fatisfaftion z a difficulty which will be obſery- 
able in this inſtance, provided the circ 
be true. We are informed*, 'that the women, 
in a..short time, banisbed "this  preſeryative. 
They diſcovered, it ſeems, that their hwsbands 
were leſs inclined to conjugal i les, after 
the nitre had riſen into ſuch general eſtimation. 
They vented their indignation on the Joey: 
Jor,who had cauſed its repute; and Joudly « 
plained of ſorcery, witchcrafc, ar 5. b. 
Frequently have greater outcries been made, in 
conſequence of leſs important objects; parti- 
cularly as I find that the.complaints of the En- 
Sigh females were reaſonably founded, | There 
is no neceſſity. of ſeeking elſewhere for a refri. 
 gerant; that may. be uſed. without” Hanger 
puck will effectuate what could ot be 
complished by che ſeyereſt punichments, to which 

"oc Veſtal nuns were ſentenced who ſunk under 
the hardships of contending chaſtity. Put 1 
muſt be permitted to make ſome further obſer- 


* 


See Anecdotes de Medicine, &c. vol. U. 
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into! preſtice, , tu he had m 
ta of its properties: not w 
that. zealons aitigen ſo induſir iaud y have ſpread the 
aeſult af: bis. enquiries, if he had perceived what 
cruel nttacks the remedy in queſtion was qugr 
fed te make on generatiye multiplication. 
where it is neceſſary to encounter 2 tendency to 
neral poſleſſes ſuch ſingular properties, chat, ac 
cording to Frederic Hoffman, there is nothing 
in nature to which it en be compared: nitre 
laid on che tongue, wanderfully. coole it; taken 
inwardly, it predures the ſame effect thoughogs 
the whole human ſtructure; and, diſſolved in 
water, augments its freehneſs;- In purſlincy 
of theſe qualities, nitre may in ſotde 'wiſe .). 
derate the td great efferveſbenes df ile flaids ity 


2 man violently Rimulated to volyptuouſnefs by 
the hardineſs of youth and the fire of loye: but 


has it the power of operating, on a conſort who, 
lowly. gives- way. to the-impulſe of hie natural 
br IE Is 2 — deaden 


*3.1 


2 Le ty ee 3 a6 
« Sons „ nocturnal 


Vas. - emiſſions, 
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 Vibafhife In"the Glgans of Rink 10 far ay to 
Juſtify" the" wonterſs-inaledition® ugainſt" the fi 
mus Lord Werum, whom they 'Toatied with 
curſes and itniprecitions; and endeavoured to taſt 
Twfpicion en kum df employing magical nente 
s? I beliete it in no wie; and if rhoſe 
Fitdbles; us it is aſſerted,” made ſb great an out. 
ery, I am diſpoſos to think, chat ſuch complaints 
ritber ſometinies proceeded from Teſs important 
matters that's notion that the uſe of nitre, 
which is ſtatack to pervade and to act ſo confi 
Berable a” part mn af ſublunary bodies, should 
occaſion the miſchie dus 'conſequences of de. 
ſtroying thoſe pattienlar beings which are pro- 
Auen n a * that every man obbes de po. 
ui 091 ie an mol cue od 
ee an cure nitre diſſolved in: 2: quart of 
water; but this1silfyl, phyſician adde the caſe. 195 


Patient, in pam he ſtrove..to ill. the ſwalleſt dou 

ful igns of ability to the.commiſſion of this 24. 
where the pj aitr tre took g contrary effect: for, inſtead of 
removing, it increaſed the tndlady; / attribute this, 
ſeys be, to two cauſes: che firlt, to a Heat feebleneſs 
in the nerves; in Wh ſitustion the flitre vperated as 
21 irritüting remedy: tho fecond, to a conſiderable in- 
creaſe of urine, thereby occaſioned; the bladder, at 
vight, becaming ſooner fell: and ir is well known, 
fie bladger's tenflon is Ee of the 'conducing' cauſes 
df ik polu. % een. 5 
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ſterity. Moreover, did Bacon 8 the 


uſe of nitre ſolely to men? II the women 


took it, had it the faculty of exciting. the ſenſes 
in one ſex while it rendered the other inſen- 


ſible? Let, us not blindly give. credit to all 


the anecdotes which are to be found in the 


biſtory of the Arts and the Sciences. We 
ought not to place the greater faith in ſuch 


narrations, becauſe they have an entire Nation 


for the object. A pleaſantry is hazarded; and 


no perſon shews any earneſtneſs to deſtroy the 


impreſſion which it makes, becauſe it pleaſes, 
and gratifie malignity, 


It is ents with nitre as with opium and 
camphor : while it was recommended as refri- 
geratory, the people of ſome Nations availed 


"themſelves of it as an excitement to love, or 


at leaſt to generation. Senecasattributed the 
fecundity of the Egyptian women to the wa» 
ters of the Nile; and, if we may believe Pliny, 


the women who reſided on the border of this 


river had ſometimes ſeven children at a birth. 
Theophraſtus, Libavius, and other authors, 
have attributed this wonderful fecundity te the 
nitrous particles diſſolved in the waters of the 


Nile. Ariſtotie pretends that ſalt in general 
Vol. I. F 2 is 
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Is endued with an extraordinary E 
virtue: he adds, i in ſupport. of his opinion, that 
the veſſels or ships in which alt is catried, pro- 
duce a prodigious number of mice, becauſe 
the females conceive without males, ſolely by 

licking the falt “. Plutarch, who, in h 

Moral Works, is of Ariſtotle s opinion, adds, 
in order to account for the fecundity of atis - 
mals which multiply in Gt, that it is more. 

probable to ſay the brine impreſſes ſome itchings 
on the generative parts of theſe an imals, and 
provokes n by that means to join t. by 


EY reſults, hon from what ] have Ave, 
that there is abſolutely no remedy which can be 
adminiſtered with the certainty. of extinguishing 
love, or at leaſt the irreſiſtible inclination that 
conducts us towards enjoyment. It is an affair 
of temperament, which the Phyſician cannot ſo 
far reduce as to conquer; and in men who, 
from their infancy, appear inclinable to liber- 
tiniſm, ſupernatural efforts would be neceſſary for 
abating the amorous paſſions. The precautions 


* Hiſt. des Anim. Liv. 6. 
+ Des Propas de table. Liv, queſt. 10. 
which 


345 * QUBDUING yp, un. my ff 


which should be taken, during the education. of 
youth, reſt, on grand prineiples, that, in the 
hands of common. people, might be attended 
with dangerqus conſequences ; and by. preju- 
Binary eee 


zg 10 4. Ge 
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importance attached to education, in a diſcovery 
of the moſt certain and leaſt means. of 
preſerving youth from thoſe violent deſires that 
lead them to exceſſes, and from, which terrific 
maladies ariſe. . No perſon, I believe, is better 
qualified than this ingenious Profeſſor to give 
the world* a treatiſe on that ſubjeft. M. Iſelia, 
ſecretary of Nate, at Bazel,'wrote M Tiſſot for 
the purpoſe of exciting him to this undertaking. 
I doubt not, ſays this reſpectable man, in his 
letter, © but there is a diet particylarly favour- 
able to continence; and I believe that a work, 
+ imparting to us that inſtruction, joined to a 
* deſcription of the maladies produced by im- 
< purity, would afford the beſt moral tract on 


'* The ſucceſs of NI. -Tiſtbes works; and their 
tranſlation into ſeverdl languages 3 ame thus 


N. N 
Fg . « ths, 
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2 matter.“ Fe has good r. reale, beg nd 

fußt adds MEPs votfing ewe '6f 
61 more” i Port ned tan the addition to a tre. 
#; fi 200 Onutiſtu Which M. Iſelin deſires: bil 

N is note Ufcuſt] when wh Teparate'ft 
© from Uh other Parr gor cductioſ phy f 28 
« well as moral. To treat of this Aticle apart, 
and with propriety, a great number of prin- 
bißtes wült be forced. 2 Thb id it bet- 
© ter to' refer tig ft ject to; part bf x" greatet 
Stteuiſe 5 the wers of forming 4 good tem. 
cpefumenmt, aft of Furniblifn"5oung" 0 
v4 a conſtunt flow of HARHY 4 


chat, however ably handed b Skllful — 4 
be 


pot Prcperth eilten, 4nd to Gen may 
J's ſoyeratWredicly important mitters, ir. 
adpendent of the maladies” petufiak to this pe- 
rid of fe. Thus, im ſoe of myfeltz out. 


cuts: MTiffot; "PF al not endet bon this 
1 * article,” POre kq ail, 5 t Sad zud 19339 
oer 3619 eit. 1 bas : 39190120905 of - NGOs Þ 


EO ters Abaton, 106 niiich* deep a"Folt 
bed, uctulent;” Tröndle falt, ad 'Finvus et, 
ruſpicicud" fribnds;* Hentibüs publicitivins,” and 
1o jorth, are the., ordinary. cauſes of tempera- 
mental emotion; and Fate therefore, be too 
Ip fully avoided. 
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be examples whithl are before; our eyes, 
10 well as tboſe tranſmitted toi ms by: hiſfory, 
ſufficiently: prove, that ſlothſul and inactive be- 
ings, though perhaps: not the moſt i rubuſtnare 
nevertheleſa the moſt voluptuous of men. 
Now, it is.the-force of \individuation that eſta . 
bliahes that of empires; and: it ds eaſy torbe 
convinced; of chis by glane ing at their origin, 
increaſe, and decline I 91h ul -— oe 
t Nenn zt nn fimieg Jos no:uwiftgos 
The ; imagination, of 2 ſlothful man, muſt 
be more ardantiy directed ta lone, than tliat of 
one whoſe body is accuſtomed t labour. The 
firſt, ſummoned inceſfantly to pleaſure, gives 
way'to its ſolicitations with wiolente : his ddlires, 
that have':{carcely time to expapd;:will be f 
risfied; but always tunnirg to.volup;uouſiſeſs, 
the imagination diſſipates, before » enjoymenty 
thoſe delicious: fources which nature reſerves: 
for love. That man, onthe contrary, vie 
fortifies his body by exerciſe, is conſcious of 
pleaſure in its utmoſt extent: for he is not 
moved by it, till the moment that love ſolicits; 
while the inactive man, continually: diſpoſed to 
voluptuous ſacrifices, becomes incapable of taſt. 
ing all its tranſports. The pleaſures of the firſt 
are to thoſe of the ſecond | in proportion to their 
F 4 teſpective 
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reſpective powers. lis body is fat, but ſoft, 
weak, and languidz while: the other, having leſs: 
fat, is abundantly more muſculous, his members: 
tre more folid, and- conſequently finds not thei 
 ſinalleſt diffeulty in bearing a burſlen which the: 
man, that lives/without exereiſe, vari ſeareely 
ve. Those men who langbish in repoſe! 
and effemindcy; age as impelbed to the fame? 
object — pleaſure: but the-weakneſs:af their 
conſtitution not permitting its enjoyment in 
Daley, they taſte amaginary tranſpurtu; und re · 
Rtivelyts this are theirdiſtourſes; their reading 
Wr alimente, and, in bort, every ching. 4 9910 
erin ogg; or Vhattsont bong} ff 
2 We may therefore uſlert, that th ludrigrous 
temperament procecds from ſinthiulneſs and: 
inativity; becauſe from thenoe' originate the 
gefires, and every means which the diftemperg& 
imagination of a man ſuggeſts,” who has nothing 
git for the employment 1 his thaughts . 
15 ie? 1 , Hod id e rie 
D 7 
oY pal iN del are ſometimes oc: 
cafioned by the modiſicatious which we have annexed 
to our primitive, temperament, I sha AH WA 
indifference. to hyſical love is not unfrequently do- 

rived from indolence. © We have ſeen ſterile women 
become fruitful, alter accuſtoming ah. bodies to la- 
bour, 


* 
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We may eaſily imagine, that indolence in 

a man who can procure himſelf every ſuper: 
fluity, which is named the conveniencies of 

| life, will become ſo much the more dangerous 
for continence; I shall therefore ſay nothing 
here of the cauſes which I have already indi- 
cated, as conducting man to the exceſs of plea- 
 - + ſure, - He should, ſolely, avoid them with 
care; and it is by ſcrupulouſly obſerving the 
laws of diet oppoſed to love, that we may 
prevail, I do not ſay ſo far as to ſubdue entirely 
the tranſports of an erotic temperament, but 
to calm the acceſs of it. Animated Nature 
does not admit of any violence ; ; all occurs 
with order in her boſom; and the men who 
would haſten, retard, or even deſtroy, in them; 
ſelves, her operations, depart from the claſs of = 
beings which she patroniſes. 1 E. 


The diet which ought to be preſcribed 2 
for perſons who are too inclinable to pleaſures, 
conſiſts leſs in reſtricting them to the uſe of 
certain aliments, than the depriving them of 
thoſe which J have indicated in general. Thoſe 
who are forcibly tormented by their imagina- 
tion during the night, ought to diſpenſe with 


bour, and taking exerciſe in proportion to their ſtrength. 
But I $hall hereafter treat on this ſubject. 
Vor. I, F 5 the 
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= the uſe of ſuppers, or, by all means, take care 


to eat, at this repaſt, ſuch viands as are the 


leaſt ſucculent, and aliments produced from 
vegetables. They ought alſo to avoid wine, 


liquors, and, in a word, all that can give, for 
the moment, a certain rigidity ro the fibres, 
and by conſequence accelerate the movement 


of the fluids. By drinking too freely, even 


of refreshing liquors, before bed-time, the evil 
will be augmented; the reaſon of which has 
elſewhere been A rn 


Such are the ſubſtances on which great 


dependance ſeems to have been placed, when 


employed to extinguish the fires of love: em- 
pirieiſm, or ignorance, brought them into vogue, 
and they have been conſerved by prejudice. 
Phyſicians of the preſent time diminish, by de- 
grees, their confidence in anti- aphrodiſiacs; 


but do we not obſerve, from time to time, the 


appearance of ſome new remedy, or even a re- 
vival of ancient remedies, good for being em- 


ployed in certain circumſtances, and to which 


men attribute virtues that are ſaid to be firmly 
eſtablised? We have ſeen preparations of 
lead appear, and they have been interiorly em- 
ployed with a ſecurity that makes men of ſcience 


tremble, Theſe prepaiatior.s have been re- 


comme pended 


| ade ABR) Het bilnts 40 mk 


Sabel th pelo torhhantedbyrtber 
tempkraterſt: becauſe praftitidners us! ü 
to ſtop*the efflux of the gonorrhea; -ad@/ithd 
confidence that has been placed in theſe dange- 
rous preparations, may be-ſten. by referring to 
the practiee of reputable phyſicians, who have 
Particularly directed their attention to that diſ. 
older. A remedy to whfcr the ignorant haye 
* recourſe,” ſays the author of Recherches ſur 
les diferentes manieres de traiter les maladies 
veneriennes, is the preparations of Saturn 
© [lead] internally adminiſtered. I ſes, with 
c concern, this medicament, that ought to be 
© banished from internal formula, pointed out 
+ in ſeveral Pharmacopeias, and recommended 
© by authors, even, of undoubted merit. On 
their teſtimony it happened, that I once only 
gave the acid of ſaturn, shedding thereof a 
© few drops in a light aſtringent decoction: two 
© ounces of this acid, taken in a long courſe 
© of time, failed to ſtop the afflux; and the 
© patient ſuffered dolorous ſenſations in the reins, 
© epigaſtrium, arms, legs, and head, which was 
© accompanied by a conſtipation, an abatement + 
© of ſtrength, and a low pulſe, that characteriſed 
© the. cælica 5 I could no otherwiſe 
s extricate 
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« extrients mei from this aeg, than 
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For what M. Baron bay likewiſe advangeg, ſpeaking on 
Internal medicaments, in which the, lead js ny 
I pers. chaps V. 


„ * 
* r. on of 
24 7% 
I P % 4 
» * * . o 
E %. * is J / \ *nAS 1 TY 1 v, „ 7 2 1 dm : : * \ 
— i $3443 ad # .% EET %4 MLS n 9 o * 4 w » _— | „ 9 3 
N 4 _ 
* of o 4 
[3 ft HE (OT HEY A * ATR ene 
f? : a 1 h Mo 1.9 311 * \\ 49% jill 5 
3 | $% 4 l g 14 r ; . 4 *% 
4 + . 4 4 „rr by 4 144 . 
* 
| * * 17 „ 4 44 . *? - * * ” ? gt 4 i by 
* bl  # $34 * 'S 1 PR! 210 C2} 8 o tf 
o 4 "v8 N = * £ #3 * * 5 
: * * 2 4 j 5 44 14 4191111 . 
" 0 # 
A. 8 
, 2 * # . * — a 
a * * » — . i» © - L F* 1 # , 4 x 
— - - * * 0 . Tat = * * 3 $33 4 > F 1 ? 
- » ” 
* - „ 14 
: ' 12A. iN 
* * - * LY : 
Wa Are wg eee 1.4% 
* ; * 7 2 6 * is 4#* 
% OY - \ 4 * 
* x * * * . 
5 { 
* 1 Wi * 13 2 - 
\ , ” , 4 * TN 4 11. — + '? 
" o * * * * ® 74 Y 
4 1 3 
* 4 1 1 - 4 2 
5 — * 2 * 0 . 1125 2 — 3 : 
g . N 8 J. . 
* * * * » a 
u G15 wal ? 
o 0 1 - PE +3 5 * * 4 
1 * n 
6, | | Bo airy” 2118. 
U 4. * 9 45 a 9 * 2 
\ 1 * 
1 " * % 
#1 1 ">? # 1 } 1 — » 
d- , ” W 4 ti diifhs ln 
— 
» 4 4 * 
% 71 5 
2197 F CDi 15 
= * 


| . F 4 % > 
=” * - . + a d N * 
* 

Ray 4.4 \ ? 6 

. F * \ 1 - 

at ws + 6 * 4 « . - * 4 * = J 

* * * 
* Ne = [ NO 
* * 1 * r ? 
. = 4 * s * 981 * p 
a 
ay + iy 
ww . 7 
CHAP, 
/ 
„ 
* 


D055 A eee, EL 11 
* Bir em CEN 7; _ £ 75 dell! el 22 2 
oft A ü! tic? of 1517 mis thi nl # 
* Hei 2030% „ oog d 02 
nt tat "CHAP, * \ WIR" oc gad: ven 
Any nee eb 


i Tolddg Noch noo brit f SHH iow ag 92 


o Aeunopisfg es 


on. ene ve. EXCITING, T peer 
dee LB eee en to 
1191190 Jo vg t ent 37 7 mud did 
2:11 v6 bf 99 n e een 


1 2 * S 4 v * N - 2 * 
* | OP" * 8 . d * = N 
hr” ODRetRiety a d prbbadt fort Nd 


aut lenicn 1 1 do not deceive mylelf, 1 be 
obewn che teig retiaiice That i. to be Pick 
on tie earls ethployed to/diveſt man, in any 
wiſe, of tub Kifation off his exiſtence, e 
ſubſtinte of Which 1 shall feat, are at leaſt 
enticle@ tö bs great a shitre of reputation as the 
ques already mentioned; and; 
„were I difpoſtd"to reft 3 bind 
conilence on eme. Ibu 
than to create; as there ire a thouſind ment 
of depriving mam of his power 5, d but few 
wr canker reftore chem 2:70 
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| When I ſay, that we can with more fact- 
# lity deſtroy than Create, the aſſertion Bon = 


know that the * N. Ne the r. te 


duction, the developemant, of beings, coſts Na- 
ture but very little; and that their abſolute ans 


nihilation would, p be. t 4 | 
in world. | 


aps, 
lous arid e ory in 


be iuueſtion here, is not the acridental ſtate 
of man, as ſubjected to refrigerants and aphro- 
diſiaques. If we ſuppoſe him of a tempera- 
ment, through where may be led by the 
deſires, ſuch tendency can be diminisbed and 
gdixgrted by the, ſeprgtion of. the, ſeminal fluid, 
nung, for chat purpoſe, violent vargotica.r, Mat 
might rgſult from this mode of, treatment, hes 
—.— been ſeen; and my ſuppoſition. is ab- 
$rafted from heakh, and even Uf), ig f, 
me, ſufficient to demonſtrate the pallbility, 
- annibilating, or at leaſt, of rendering inactive: 
by rigoury the, germs of fecundity, found in 

Thus is it not fituated, as to the poſſibility of 
multiplying theſe germs: it cannot be faid that 
opium, for; example, carries into our ſubſtance 
any, of the particles that concur. to generation; 
for it cannot augment. the germs contained in 
our veſſels, which 1 shall elſewhere Aer 
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etws, or Partleler, of "fecmidity;thar--omiſt 


proliffe: virtue! In fine the meums ofeweutd 

bing uc promptiy while, von the contrary, 
cheſe Which ure employedto ſtrengthen, maniſuſt 
dy the newnelg ef thelr operations, dein. 
culties to unn n 911; 10 Auf 


— D Riniti: — the Rae e 
ebrifidericee placed on themenhs! of 'exottifg the 
Wnorous' inclinations, àriſes loſe, as will iert 
after be ſeebz from ua view of mortifying. Nr 
and powerleſs ſpouſes, that to undeceive young 
perſons, «who conſume'theit buſt days in weed 
df pleaſures under a pretext thet art will:yeſtord 
thoſe abilities which they have lavished if de. 
bauchety, even after the extinctiom of that fire 
which Nature kind ed! 41 
suse eee 000, i eee gw 18320 

It is my intention, alſo, to she thoſe:old 
men their error, whoſe imagination, leſs cold 
than the organs which they have abuſed, yet 
forces them: to fatify the languid deſires. !Itcig 
principally to theſe latter I ſay, that art will ef. 
n nothing on men who have abuled the 

03 pleaſures, 
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dad exptivated- his hoarts but the. ſrigkdiry, of 
age - proving an- obſtacle to his fefa iO ibs 
ud recourſe- t Nins which. without 
Milling: his expettatiens;: brought: biſ $9: the 
brink of the eG „ ee ee d o 1 


| endlos Chaptarien:Pubengwont detwhere- 
J treat of the Influence of Marriage on Health, 
the:utility ef the ſeminal, flaid 1n;:prefarving 
ab, win be feen, am alſo. that: dreadful 
diſſes ſollom a debauched liſa. IL. aha net 
_ Expat whet I bave aid elſes / here: and, te gο 
ing wyſklf to my object," I hall ce thoſg 
 obſexyations-thas affect to prove: the: ſuperns : 
tural irtues of ſome? medicines, -adminifterad: aq 
ſtimulants to venery; and if it enn a; 
bie that we nme 
rematien » 1 e edi m nt 1, 

tus Stalf hen gemi nf aan 115%: 1 
197 Let; us conſider he ſeed in whatever 
point of view may de deſiredz let that: Huid 
e lier 3s 1212 Kati 7595s! 2863 02 vieqenigq 
8115 oe Fever t men vols Nba aa 
ee Ciontain 


| mk bnd sd melia ist 
euntain all the parts of the fœtus, under tho 
namerof organical. particles; or let it alone be 
deſtined ta ſructify the eggs of the female; 
it. muſt always be admitted, even in the laſt 
caſe, that, this ſeed is a fluid impregnated with 
 vinifio-ſpirits,,and conſidered: by Hippocrates ag 
the, moſt; important. part of our humours, It 
will in another place be ſeen, that philoſophers 
.egarded this fluid as the pureſt and moſt perfect 
art of our aliment, the beſt of the blood, a 
»ortion af che brain, a part of the ſoul and the 
2adys, d . Can any one, after the aſſent of - 
»byſicians in all ages, who thus regarded the 
proliße fluid; can any one, I repeat, believe 
that it is to be met with in ſuch prodigious quan- 
tities, becauſe he has made uſe of ſome recipes 
for imaginary, inability, brought into repute by 
empiriciſm? , I we recolle&, for a moment; 
that, all, which, contributes, 10 the accretion. of 
bodies, the reparation of that loſs. which they | 
continually ſuſtain, and, in a word, all that main- 
tains vs in exiſtence, is extracted from the ali- 
ments *, shall we find. that a man who uſes 


woch food, poſleſſcs greater vigour than an0- 


® I ſpeak here alone of pure maerial exiſtence 
that is common to us and all animals 
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cher, when digeſtion occurs with fadility,” ant 
the glands, which ſerve to ſepirate'the eſſential 
humours of life from the chyle, are in good 
| condition ? But, what a well informed man 
cannot poſſibly reconcile, is, that there are, 
Independent of the aliments, certain ſubſtances 
capable of forming an Adonis of 4 Hercules; 
and that medicinal means are foutid to bring 
into the maſs of bumours an extraordinary 
abundance of this Precious: germ of fecundity. 
If this could even take plice; alt then © would 
not be finished, to accomplish the views of vo- 
luptuaries: ſtil, however, muſt the organs de- 
ſtined to ſeparate this humour; fuffice alſo to 
ſuch abundant ſecretions; {till however} muſt 
the ſpirits, that give movement to the muſeles, 
without which there could be no * ehjoymeent, 
always keep in action tte erecti ve and ejacula- 
tory muſcles. Perhaps it may be anſwered, 
that the ſpecies of fever, the tranſport oeca- 
ſioned by provocatives, ſuffice to fulfil theſe 
conditions.. I have nothing to obfect againſt 
this anſwer: we go beyond nature; and J muſt 
diſcuſs my ſubject, without proceeding a ſtep be- 
yond her dictates. My deſign is to ſpeak of that 
enjoyment wich which she coincides, and in no 
le 
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wiſe to enter into Wale of ee. 1d 
Wanke mein 


Tue author of the Tableau de F Amour 
635 ſpeaks ſufficiently extenſive on the 
remedies that ſtimulate, the man to embrace A 


woman ardently ft. The article which he has 


deſtined to this matter, ſerves, notwithſtanding 
the writer's preliminary proteſtations, as 2 poi- 
ſon for youth. We have ſeveral inſlances of 
men who, on chemſelves, and on others, have 
made eſſpys in conformity to the advice of 
Venette, | for exciting the amorous inclinas 
tions; without obtaining the ſought-for enjoy- 
ment, while ſerious maladies were the reſulting 
conſequenceꝶ, We may, therefore, eaſily com 
prehend, that it is of the uttnoſt importance to 
annihilate ſuch e A 


© iS 


. Forced and exceſſive enjoyments are very cloſely 
connected with cruel diſeaſes, that but too frequently 


follow in the train. A pretended provocative, raiſes 


the imagination of the man that makes uſe of itz ex- 


Citing his geſticulation, and multiplying bis efforts, to 
avail myſelf of. the expreſſion of a celcbrated Natu- 
raliſt, without increaſing his pleaſure; but oceaſioning 
deſtructive conſequeuces. 


1 Vol. = Chap. V. art, 4. Ws ; 
1 Venette 
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Venen ſpeaks of the ehe. aue, which 
he calls the land crocodile ; aſſerting, that the 
flesh about the reins. of this animal, reduced to 
powder, and taken to the weight of a French 
gold crown, in wine, matvellouſly ſtimulates a 
man to love: it is mixed, likewiſe, continues 
he, in compoſitions that irritate the ſecret parts, 
and render us deſperately enamoured, He 
alſo adds, that this animal is ſcarcely known in 
France. But Verette has deceived himſelf : 
for the peaſants of Egypt carry theſe lizards 
to Cairo, from whence, through Alexandria, 
they are tranſported to Venice and Marſeilles, 
and thus diſperſed among all the pharmacopoliſts 
in Europe. This lizard, in Arabia and Egypt, 
feeds on aromatic plants. The'Mibians avail 
themſelves of it, as a ſtimulant to love; and 
the ſecret is not neglected among the Egyptians ; 
but, according to the Acts of Upſal “, deſpiſed 
by the Europeans. This indifference of the 
Europeans for a means, eſteemed capable of 
multiplying enjoyments, . impreſſes. me with no 
great idea of its efficacy: or, rather, the Ara- 
bians were not {6 redoubtable in the affairs of 
love, after having uſed the crocodile, becauſe it 
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"der it as a remedy, CIs 
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and to augment the ſeed: but authors are not 
SOLEDAD e | 
* employed. Scl ile T aids fon 


Vepette, Sr Wh receiv 
flesh adjacent to the reins; and in this he 
has followed Dioſcorides. . Galen ſays, on 
contrary, "that the reins itſelf maſt de r uſed. 
Pliny is for employing the skin and the feet. 
Lemeri ſays, that many prefer the reins of this | U, 
crocodile before any other parts of its body; — 
but inſinuates, that the whole is equally gyod. | id 
He fixes the doſe at the weight of a drachm, 

(72 grains) w which is more moderate than the 

doſe preſcribed by Venette. All” theſe difa- = 
greements in 2 point, which might ſo eaſily be 
reconciled, muſt. neceſſarily preſent doubts, re- „ 
ſpecting the virtues, of this animal; and, not- 
withſtanding the regard Which is due to the 
ancients, we may freely believe, that the won - 
ders recounted of the lizard are of little ſigni- 
ficancy. - I preſume; that we muſt rather con- 
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5 * Stirrek, a TEN OO” RE Te 
8 uſe, j js alſo regarded as capable of exciting 
to love.  Hfliſtorians aſſert, that Tiberius, the | 
moſt laſcivious of all the R6nan Emi perors, 
exatted a certain guantity of. it from the Ger. 
mans, by \ way of tribute, to render himſelf v. 
Fan among his women: and Yeoette reports, 
from che elatign of northern mariners, tbat 
the Sw "women preſent it to > their husbands 
on finding a remiſcnels 3 in che copjupal, duties. . 


* 
. 
o 


bs then, the skirret-root be not a I 
aphrodiſiaque, it is neyer theleſs: proper lo. 
dre the Sa like other fatulept aliments; i 

and, through, this | laſt quality, 1. may Jomerimes 
prejudice the animal | economy, i uſed | to exceſs. 
”* + 16 antjlotal qualities rende in the famous mith- 
ridate; and ts provocative” vittue' Comes from the 

a Maſatyrian: but ſenfiblo phyficiahs know how far 
relitnce can be placed on the fambus recipes ſo much 
extolled by the ancients. Matthiole even ſays, that 
i is dangerous: to uſe /a. Very of | crocodile found in 


dhe enyizons gf Venice, an and employed for want ob 
22 —— from Egypt. 


We 


we muſt [thug neceſſarily. abate url of that 
confidence which the ancients placed in ckirret,, 


peach of the prolific fluid: 
for, otherwiſe, it had been, recommended by 
Boerhave 3s ſalutary in phthiſics, conſumptions, 
and all maladies, peculigr to the lungs; the cure 
of which,, it is, well known, accords not with 
ee d „ h om and 


ern ed ndirio Fo 


Thoſe; who, find igel . 
ngceſſiy. found their expectations principally 
on the plant, named ſatyrion, of which botaniſts 
diſtinguish.faurteen ſorts, under the appellation 
af orghis-..."And,, indeed, what ſuccours, may 
not be expected from a plant that occaſions pro- | 
digies, if we can credit its apologiſts ? , My 

readers will; gecollect the Indian, of whom 1 


have before ſpoken, that avowed he derive 


ſofficient vigour. far ſeventy embraces, 
means. af, x: lap Fwhich ce Indian king Audrg- 


Shs * Lemeri, in his Traite des. Drogues, confl- 
ers the root chervil as ultierary, aperitive, and cr 
pable of exciting the ſeed, Of this laſt quality, be 

fays nothing! in his Trajce des Alimens, under the ar- 
e brought in queſtion. ? B28 


£3 


 +/Acovrding ww the report of Theopbraſtus, this 


plan has an uncommon great virtue in flirring up 
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philus ſeyt to Antiochus, ud of which ue was 
the carrier, . * 70 | | Rh 
"This RO! which 10 1 3 
Herb of Theophraſtus, has greatly embarraſſed 
both ancient and moderm botaniſts; and, at 
length, many among them believe that ic is ne. 
thing more than a ſpecies of orchts,” © Matthiole 
ſeems to coincide with this opinionz but, hav- 
ing obſerved that the perſons who uſed the root 
of fityrion, were not additionally frre #9 la 
have loſt the true ſatyrion of the ancients 
Another reaſon adduced by this Com | cron 
wil to every one appear ridicul | Wi cer K 
occurs through the ignorance of phyſiei 
who alike preſcribe the both roots; the 0 
rupting the virtue of r | 
chat munen who'artiibute virtus 


ev "+ LY 


my the venereous af pwelve time ex. 940 5 often 
as a man might chuſe, &c. What. zelates to wo- 
men, on eating thereof, is, that they are ſtill more 
warmly Himulated than men, &c. See ne on 


Dioſeorides: Boo III. chap. 127. dn r l 02 
l 8 
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to cheſe plants as copious to the one as the 
other, nearly all recommend ſatyrion as an ume 
rous ſtimulant. Some pretend, that all the 
ſpecies are equally good for the accomplishment 
bulbous" chi. And; laſtly, under theſe, we 
penn ee hg 
oo hs MH e broad leaves t. 
| l E „ei: 2 ei e. . 913088 

The Turks have alſo their ſatyrion L, which 
grows on "the mountains of Hurſia, cloſe by 
Conſtantinople; and which they employ to re. 
pair their powers, and as & provocative to che 
venerebus act. There is, principally among 
eg re IATIY 

ALS Wa, 1 1d. 

*: Dog's gruß, This ſpecies is the common 
de herbaliſts, which is caſily found in woods, 
and. paſtures... The root is. campoſed of two und 
fleshy rubercles, about the bigneſs of a nutmeg, one 
of which is full and hard, and the other wrinkled ad 
fungous, &c. 

+, Great Dog's Graſs. 8 of this or- 
n thoſe” of the preceding. It is 
found in the'environs of Paris, and many other places. 


4 Orchis — 8 1 Noro. Toun- | 
NETORT. 2 the 
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the orchis, which, about thirty. years ſince, was, 
highly eſteemed, in France, under the name of 
ſalep, or ſaleps, This plant grows on the 
oonfines of Perſia and China. We prepare 
che root by drying it in the ſuns, after having 
been previouſſy ſeethed: when, thus, prepared, 
it loſes its shell, and becomes tranſparent In 
this manner, it is preſerved for; uſe by the Ori- 
entals, who likewiſe make it an object af com: 
merce. The roots of this plant, when thus 
prepared, may be reduced. to ag fine powder 
as apy perſon can deſire: a pap. is, made thereof, 
eſteemed efficacious for repairing, ſirength when 
enfeebled by diſeaſe, or old age. Ihe Chineſe 
and Perſians, ſays Albert Seba, make, a. great 
matter of this root, to which they attribute 
luſt- exciting qualities: they alſo recogniſe there- 
in yet other virtues, which experience has con- 
firmed; and hence do they aas curry. it 
with them on undertaking long joardies, as a 
, medicinal ſpecific againſt, all” ſofts 'bf © difeaſes 
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and lapgpars. 7. T s m ci , 


: p 5 = bY is with ha arcs” BW war” they 
| . compoſe a glutinous liquor, ok: is pleptif ully 
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4 See le Fournal de Megecine, tome XI, p. a4. 
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drank in the Perſian” taverns; and wits ac- 
cording to Venette, abundantiy warms the 
body. The /alop, that we adminiſter to pa- 
tients in France, is the ſame which the Perſians 
employ; and if it, as an aphrodiſiaqus, does 
not ſubſtantiate thoſe qualities attributed to it 
in hot conntries, we "muſt conjecture, that 
that theſe roots either loſe their virtue during 
the courſe of tranſportation, or, what: appears . 
to me more likely, that we wy "oor, 
poſed upon by travellers, ee 21 
Wert," 1 60 def ut Ws" nt ur 
nr as unſerviceable in what relates to re- 
Koring the powers: we know that it is good 
in phthiſics; and of infinite utility 3 in dyſente- 
ries, the bilious colic, c&c. But this differs 
| widely from a plant, capable of operating pro- 
digjes in the affairs of love, as ſome men an- 
reg to us, with wn ro r the 1 


Jo demolish the ethic which man- 
kind have imbibed for' the orchis, or ſatyrion, 
we need only turn back to its origin. Venette 
ſays, that this plant the ſatyrion — dates it 
name from its effects: it renders us, ſays he, 


like the ſatyrs, from whence its name is derived. 
* | | M, Lemeri 
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M. Lemeri ſays, that the appellation orchis, | 
ſignifies, in Greek appeto — I deſire — becauſe - 1 
the uſe of the root of this plant excites the lu · 
brigous deſires. From this etymology, ſprings 
the. firſt. uſe that was made of the testicule de 
chine ; and thus, in purſuance, it received a 
name analagous to its virtues: but ſes here an 
authority that refutes . this ſentiment. M. 
Chomel, whom I have already cited in ſpeaking 
of: the . 4045 CaSEUS, pretends, that the orchis 
is one of thoſe plants, whoſe properties were, 
in the times of darkneſs, conjectured by their 
exterior parts; and becauſe its root, ſays he, 
reſembled the teſticles, it was adjudged. to be of 
utility in generation“. Placed this Academi- 
cian any confidence on the famous electuary 
of ſatyrion, which is given to arouſe the 
ſpirits, and to re-eſtablish the exhauſted powers, 
chat confidence did nor originate with the plant 
in queſtion; the acrid ingredients, toys, he, as 
the ſeed of rocket, pepper, ginger, ſpirituous 
aromatics, &c. that form this compoſition, are 
rather the occaſion of its virtues, than the. root 
of -which we here ſpeaky. - 


Hffolre der Plaviter wſuelles, tome 1 
1 Tuemiſon informs us, that ſeveral. denn in 
— died of a ſatyriaſis, occaſioned. by a bad regi- | 


"of 


Alder bing regarded as fabulous the ſu- 
nee properties of orchis, my readers 

will diſpenſe with a detail of the other plants, 
to which ſimilar virtues have been attributed. 
Theſe are all exotics; and the generality of 
authors neither agree as to their names or de- 
of unravelling this chaos, will diſcover that they 
are nearly all poiſons, to which certain nations 
have been accuſtomed; and that, if there re- 
ſult from the uſe of theſe plants, a greater ap- 
titude to the pleaſures of love, it ariſes from a 
ſpecies of drunkenneſs and folly, which they 
procure, as we shall es when be be on 
Opium. | 


| That ee PEP at relations of the 
moſt creditable travellers; and can aſſure, that, 
regardleſs of ſo many different nations which 
inhabit our globe, there are none under them, 
II LY at leaſt, nn 


n es 60 de est uin af farytion: we ſee, 
buy this obſervation, that the electuary of ſatyrion may 
prove dangerous, not on account of the orchis, but 
from the other drugs mixed in its compoſition, and 
which are capable of inflaming the blood, by commu- 
nicating to it too great a portion of activit r. 
1 ſtom 
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ſtom of employing intoxicative means, with 
views that differ according to the nature, = 
r conſtitution 

the country. 1 | 45 


1 n 


las by. 


F The Kamtſchpdales Pants avail them- 
e. by way of regale, of a venenoſe ſpecies 
of champignon, known in Ruſſia under the 
name. of Mucho-more, (that kills the flies); the 
effects of which are ſingular; and the partiſans 
of aphrodifiaque remedies had not failed co 
rank the Ruſſian champignon in their claſs, if it | 
had ſooner been diſcovered. It inſtantly pro- 
duces convulſive tremblings throughout che 
whole body, which is followed by inebriety a 

a delirium reſembling that of the inflammatory 
fever. A thouſand phantoms, both gay and 
ſerious, agreeably to the difference of tempe- 
_rament, preſent themſelves to the imagination 
of men who have eaten the mucko-more, Some 
| ſpring, others dance, or weep, and ſeem horribly 
 affrighted. A little gap appears to them as a 
ponderous gate, and a ſpoonful of water like 
the ſea, :  * The: ſtate in which champignon® | 


+ Hiſtory of Kannſchatks, containing, &c. &c: 
by M. Kracheninnikow, Profeſſor of the Academy of 
Sciences at Petersburg. Chap. IV. 


places 


nel IN 18 
eee 
. iqpaeer Snort mmatn after Flew 
vo vonds wor 

23 


2 Alf ths Kamtſcadeles . that thoſe who 


mie are excited by an inviſible 


power of the mucho more, that diſpoſes them 


to commit ſo many different extravagances. 


Fbbeir actions are even ſo dangerous with reſpect 
to others at thoſe times, that; if the views of 
theſe lunatics are not momentarily watched, 
they nearly deſtroy every thing around them. 


The author of the work from whence this is 


extracted, relates the effect of champignon on 
ſeverif Coſſacks; effects of which, he aſſures 
us, he had ample teſtimony. The mucho more 
was proffered to a domeſtie of Lieutenant - Co- 
Jonel Merlin, for the purpoſe of ſtrangling his 
maſter, which he would have performed, if his 
fellow-ſetvants'had not interpoſed. Another 
inhabitant/ of the country imagined he had a 
ſight of hell, and a frightful abyſs, down which 
he was precipitated; and that an inviſible power 
ordered him to fall on his knees, and make a 
full acknowledgment of his paſt tranſpreſſions; 
à command which the countryman obeyed, in 
* of all his „ who were nu · 
merouſly 
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merouſſy aſſembled in the chamber, and who 
heard their friend repeat a variety of matters, 
which, under any other eircumſtances, he had 
certainly never diſcloſed: The interpreter of 
M. Kracheninnikow became fo furious aſter uſing 
champignon, that he endeavoured. to open his 
vented from executing his deſign» -: A ſoldier 
proceeded a conſiderable way without enduring 
fatigue: uſing it, however, a ſecond time, till 
intoxication followed, he violently 3 * 
men 2 , 


b ee b da benden rg 
ie Ruſſian champignon may be regarded 
as a powerful aphrodiſiaque.. Indeed, it can- 
no be ſaid, that this ſubſtance particularly affefts 
the ſpermatie organs, and; that, moreover, 
the miſerable beings, here,.in queſtion, cannot 
recal the erotic fury that agitates them to take 
vengeance on the rebellious. parts! This js, 
nevertheleſs, what has been aſſerted relating 
thereto, for ſome time paſt, according to authors 
who have given us hiſtories of the mucho. mora, 
in the manner of thoſe who have written on 
rr 
oof EReſined 


| "uſed 


Ln e that vumhr of remedies which pow- | 
© erfully excite, deſire. | It is a ſpecies. of. ſalt, 
at preſent by our. goldſmiths,| to liquiſy 
© with. greater - facility the gold which they 
© wark., lt pebstrades all ibe parts of our 


1 bodies, opens all the veins, and by the tenuity 


« of its ſubſtance, condufts to the genical parts 


Arne 


r_ the ſeed, So great, is its virtue, 4 E 
often learnt by experlenee, continues 
2 * that, by giving a woman, in difti. 
, one or two ſcruples, in any/con- 


quickly. ebſervable. 
*'to the natural. CE how aſe IJ 
* that can be expected of a. remedy which, for 
a Jong, time, was held. ſecret, We muſt not 
« therefore, be u ee in taking through 
* the mouths adds our author. © Its uſe is b 
* no means, dangerous; and when ſome phyſi- 
© cians, | in their writings, conſidered it as poiſon. 
© ous, they confounded the chryſocollg of the 
© Greeks with the borax' of the Arabians, as 
* the one and the other ſerved to liquify gold 
© with the greater eaſe.... If ſome phyſicians 
© have fortunately availed themſelves of this 
Vor, I. H Ss © remedy, 
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. Temedy®; in "the diſeaſes of women, we muſt 
not with horror reject its uſe; * ard while 
Mercurial aſſures us, that this remedy operates 
«/{> powerfully on the generative parts of both 
© ſexes, that men, by uſing it Trathoderately, 
c are troubled with excellive priapifin; may we 
© not. ne avail dane ob it in modeth- 
er g 199 ien sees 
Pl [2.00 com ell 20 30 
2 d pee en entire; that the 
hates might Judge of the neceſſity of a refu· 
tation. me dee eee DV 3 
OTST AA 6S * 19 0 r 5 
We are not "wholly vp one wy as 't 
the origin of borax: ſome perſons have ima- 
gined, that this ſubſtance, which reſewbles aum, 
was ſcarcely a production of art; Otherz have 
ſurmiſed, that we are indebted to Nature for, 
this ſalt : but, however that may be, 't is 85 gh. 
from the Eaſt Indies into Europe; and then it 
muſt undergo a Nlight purification, whith"ic le. 


ceives from the jHollanders and ' Venetiabs ; 55 
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wwe Kid u Jong Anne ah MW 
oh" bort 3 and, of conſequetee; there were fe 
others than hardy men Who ventured to uſe it 
ititetnily f. We hid tio letlepreſudes Aline 


Wil em 07 9591999 08% ee 197% b wry 
bol Of oy 2g 7549 αHẽui 10 S rid 5 10 
o I is pretended that -this-purifieation is 4 ſeciet 
excluſively poſſeſſed by the Venetiang.and Hollander 
But M. Geoffroy, in a Memoir 0n; borax, pbſerves 


that its purification is pot a ſecret peculiar to the, Hyt- 
landers: for, ſays this experienced chymiſt, there, dez 


4 4% 


ſides a private man in the .. auxbourg F. Antoine, at 
Paris, that refines borax, and has delivered it, to the 
merchants a9 plire and fine as chi procr rel Horn Hol- 
md. / Phis citation muy ſcem foreign to my oblect; 
but having ſeen, particularly in ſeveral modern works, 
that the Hollanders'alode poſſeſſed hs männer of per- 

ſeging borax; I thought myſelf obliged to retrace*this 
paſage'of M. Geoffwy. It is onerous for commerce 
in general, to remain under a perſuafion' that one na · 
tion or another is ee of a Bn that tio longer 
er one. | 88 


14 Chymiſts — r a 9 sbewn 

— indolenge with regard to borax: they. employ it 
in their operations, without haviyg ſtudicd;i its nature; 
and it is only ſince the time of Homberg, that this 
H 24 ſubſtancs 
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this ſubſtance, which many confounded with 
the chryſocolle of the ancients, that was EX» 
tracted from copper - mines, and held as a poiſon. 
A man, who undertakes the dangerous journey 
to Egypt, for the purpoſe of viewing the pyray, 
mids, never fails, on his return, to ſpeak largely 
of wonders which he. never ſaw: ſo alſo is it 
ſituated with thoſe who venture to make eſſays 
on a ſubſtance of which they have no knowledge. 
All then tends: to the marvellous; and they who 
uſed borax, apparently believed nothing better 

of its virtue, than that it poſſeſſed 3 
ſought after in all times, of multiplying the 
amorous pleaſures. | 


| When we examine with attention * 
ferent procedures of chymiſts, for diſcovering 


ſubſtance has been meg bb Eh uch expertnilis. 
What Pliny, Dioſcorides, Avicerma, Ariſtotle, and 
others, have ſaid, does not apply to our borax. In 
deſcriptions which theſe authors have left us, we diſ- 
cover the chryſocolle of the ancients, and ſometimes 
the natr on of the Egyptians : according. to an ancient 


compoſition of Myrepſus, a Greek author, the borax 
is 2 ſtone. The borax of Ariſtotle is an excellent 
remedy for. the eyes: and Albert le Grand called 


NNE, 26 29% 2 UrS, the head of 
the toad, 


the 
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the mite! 'of borax, we cannot kardily decide 
on its virtue. 1 shall not here repeat what 
able chymiſts * have advanced of the ſedative falt 
diſcovered by Homberg, wh ile he Jaboured on 
botax. The greateſt part' of phyſicians know, . 
that neither the narcotic volatile falt of ' vitriol, 
nor the ſedative falt of M. Homberg, 'whoſ! 8 
cilming virtues have been ſo highly extolled, | 
exiftly anſwer the views propoſed in thoſe” diſ- 
eaſvs for which it is recommended. So alſo is 
it with borax, from whence the falt of Homberg 
is extracted: we bind its virtues deſcribed and | 
amplified" in all works where this ſubſtance is 
brought in queſtion; and' experienced practition- | 
ers do not appear to conſider it as un object of | 
much importance. ackno wl , that it LY 
ſometimes” preſcribed to facilitate the expulſion”? 

of the fetus: but the excitements of boar 

do not appear ſufficiently powerful to procure ' 
that prompt aſſiſtance which is required if a 
difficult labour; at leaſt, till more energetic * 
ingredients are added i 5 imd yet well inſtructed | 
pO. 


* MM. Lemezi, Rouelle, Bourdetin, & Baron 


+ We'can ſay, that borax effects no more in the 
famous powder of Fuller, for menſtrual obſtructions, 
— jt Racy 
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phyſieians ſeem in no. caſe, to..avaih themfives: 
of, this pretended remedy, bea is Þ proper for 
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"While wb through the $7 mY 4 
bam of ſome aut! ors, a roputation that is not 
admitted by men of experience, it can be of nο 
utility to exalt its marvellous virtues; ſo highly - 
in dhe affairs af love. If ſome men, by its 
uſp, have procured a priapiſio, the acckdent muſt 
baye been occaſioned, by mixing acrid and warm 
ſubſtay nces in the preparation of which they 

availed themſelves. „Some ay;bors pretend, 
that a ſew. gr üs of borax, taken with a poached d 
egg, ſuffice ,to...rezder à man; robuſt, in love. 
This ↄbſervation wauld be ſufficient. do prove 
tb virtue of, ;barax; ſo ſtrongly; recommended. 
by: Nenette z. hut experience, that: muſt here; 
chiefly Jen ve 3g, 2.8490, demenſtrates, beyond, 
doubt, that this ſobſtancs exexgiſcy.grminfluence,/ 
on meu that haye ſearcely.a;pogched, Sag neceſp. 
ae mit dhe eng uũ kbbug low 
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in their ordinary torpidity thoſe who cannot be 


— by hot or flatulent aliments. 


Much has been fa of Cantharides as a 
powerful aphrodiſiac; and ſome men, who 
would uſe them, have diſcovered to what extent 
theſe inſects are a corroſive and redoubtable 
poiſon. It conveys its effects to the bladder, 
and there cauſes terrific ravages: it is then by 
no means aſtonishing, that this poiſon, when 
it commences to operate, excites by its redoubt- 
able points a violent irritation in the parts of 


generation. But it ought not to be regarded 


as capable of conducting man to pleaſures, and 
of furnishing him with inexhauſtible means of 
ſacrificing to love, Venette ſays, that the 
power of cantharides is ſo great on the bladder 
and the genital parts of both ſexes,. that, by 
taking two or three grains of the powder pre. 
pared from them, they experience ſuch ardours, 
that they afterwards become ſick. He gives 
an inſtance in the caſe of one of his friends, 
who partook, on his nuptial-night, of a pear- 
pie in which his rival had put cantharides, 
Night being arrived, the husband careſſed his 
wife ſo outrageouſly, that he in conſequence 
incommoded her ; vut his tranſports, continues 

Vol. I. H 4 our 


\ 
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our Author, were ſoon converted into anguish, | 
for, towards midnight, he felt himſelf extremely. 
hot, with a very difficult diſcharge of urine, 
and he perceived that blood iſſued from the 
penis. This patient, notwithſtanding all the 
care which was taken of him, did not recover 
without conſiderable difficulty, 


We shall not examine if the venom of this 
inſe& has its ſeat in the head, in the legs, or if 
it-reſides in every part of the animgl; neither 
shall we examine how and why it affects the 
membrane of the bladder in preference to thoſe 
membranes which it recounters before it arrives 
at that part: {the time required for theſe dif- 
cuſſions will be better employed in giving ſome 
caſes which are adapted to convince my rea- 
ders, that this inſe@ is a poiſon which ought 
to be entirely banished from internal me- 
dicaments *. 


»The Pharmacopeia of Paris has banished from 
its collection the uſe of cantharides, taken internally; 
and an ancient Regulation of Police prohibits Apo- 
thecaries from ſelling them to any perſon whoſoever, 
unleſs they have a perfect knowledge of the buyer, 
and are certain that theſe flies hs for external 


application. 1 ; 


We 


1 

| Wo read in the Works of Ambeoo Bes 
that a courteſan, having invited a young man to 
ſup with her, preſented him ragodir, ſprinkled 

over with tbe powder of cantharides; and that 
I e Þ confi 
tacked with a priapiſin, and a diſcharge of blood 
from the anus; which cauſed his death, in ſpite. 
55555 | 


* 
£7.53, 


541 WW 


i Ne hear ben uh het 
tion, as an Eligible means of ſtimulating the de- 
fires; and that this remedy carried the ſufferer 
to his grave, eleven days. after, be bad taken it, 
DE. that {ms e eee 


a , that availed A e 
which a little of the powder of cantharides had 
been mixed, was immediately ſeized with a vio- 
lent bead ach, and an exceedingly dangerous diſ. 
charge of blood followed as das 
Lage. 1 080 4 £ NING? 


Weich a that te was acquainted with... 
a2 man, who, in order to excite the amoroas in- 
Clinatious, drank an infuſion of cantharides in 

| 3 his 


4 * 
9 „ » 
„„ wb FS. * 
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unfortunately, do not always ſucceed *. 5 
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: From theſe? oblerbäkſobs it ip at fu 8 
ſeen” that the internal fe E cantharſde 0 14 
20 be Vinished from "Medicine, | — 
more reaſon, from the p Bop alar bee 
by ignorance and, temerity, and Ne 
reputation by impoſture. In vain shall we 
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ployed-cuntharides' internaty; -moſt of "Whom 
were extremely cautious dn in their external 
uſe: hae Are&teus, who abt applied cantha · 

rides ttotheishin of the head, as a veſicatory, | 
commanded he patient to! drink milk during f 
three days before that topical application was 

to take place im order to prevent che damage 

which it mi aht odbaion) the bladder - We 

know, that it is not neceſſury to give cantha- 

rides internally: for the purpoſe of affecting 

that delioate part; as s eingployment in the 

form-of 2 veſichtory is often Culficient- to prot * 

duce the moſt ſerious accidents: and phyſicians 


know what'*preeautibiis!"they are obliged to 5 

adopt for reren eee in theſs * 
caſes; ni i wig © 139 af} to 951UvoHiIN 

7p n29d-261 00:30:98 202 med 20 VER - 

A celebrated oliyſiefari who OPT vin a 

the moſt ſoitypWous ens del the acion of me- 
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. Areteus applied cantharides 20, cure the. bert 5 
but then he. could. obſerve b bis time, and prepare the 
patients. 3 Theſe, precautions cannot at preſent be em- 
ployed, on every application, which generally oceus 
in Nene diſcaſos w luch as malignaut fevers, apoplexy, 
and lerhazgy, where tbe fortunate iſſue of the remedy,. 
depends on the celerity with which it is adminiſtered, - 
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dieaments on the human body, mentions! can- 
tharides in ſeveral parts of his Worke ; and 
what he ſays thereof, is very ſufficiently capa- 
ble, to terrify us from the intemal uſe of cari- 
tharides. Applied to the skin, ſays he, they 
inſſame it; and raiſe the epidermis of the 
© bladder :- even a ſmall: doſe, taken internally, 
© gygaſions the dyſury, (Ca diſficult diſcharga of 
ine; and priapiſim, or involuntary ereftions: 
8 this:  vegomfurpishes a, deadly Plullter *, ene ole 
© Cantharides,; tauben through the mouth, excite 
bloody: urine, and ne . &ecr 1 
aneioitrett ban 220 Kon als 9 
9 05 Romndics eee bt teh e 
of, cantharides, when we have either had the 
misfortune or the temerity to uſe them inter- 
nally, or when their application has been at- 
tended with ſerious eonſequences, are indicated 
by. Boerhave I, who recommends. emetics, aque- 
» Diſſertation ſur les Medicamens gui affetent 
certaines parties du torys humain plutot que Pauires, 
& ſur Ta cauſe de cet Mei; which obtained the prize 
of the Academy at Bourdeaux; by M. de Sauvages, | 
Confſeiller-Mudecii du Roi, &. | 
I dem, fee alſo the learned Diſſertation of the 
ſame ne on che Animas venimeus de e | 
Part 1. ai 3; 0:07 ; 
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ous lquerhy dilutions, oily emollients, and acids 
that reſiſt. putrefaction. Ramazini“ adviſes 
Apothecaries to guard themſelves againſt the 
duſt which flies from cantharides when they 
pound them; and to take before, or even 
while at work, a glaſs, frequently, of the emul- 
ſion of melon ſeed, of milk or whey. Lin- 
deſtolpe + aſſerts, after ſeveral obſervations, 
that 'nothing is more efficacious againſt the 
ation of cantharides, when they lacerate the 
neck of the bladder,, than the drinking a con- 
ſiderable quantity of acid liquors, and applying 
them exteriorly : the beſt of theſe acids, for exte- 
Tior uſe, is white-wine vinegar, made warm; but 
the ſimple oxymel may be more advantageouſly 
employed interiorly, Other Authors 8 indicate, 
and recommend equally, emulſions made with 
ſweet almonds, ſeeds. of a cold nature, milk 

taken in great abundance, the ſyrup of diaco- 
dium, a ptiſan made with the root of marsh - 
mallows and linſeed; lenifying injections in the 
bladder, when it is poſſible to be done; and 
a half bath of lukewarm water. In short, 
M. de ee preſcribes baths, bleeding, emul- 


<p * Opera. Medica & Phaſe: 
+ De Venenis. 


S Foreſtus, Wedelius, Bertha &c. 
Vor. I. H 7 ſions 
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ſions for filling up the general indications, and 
camphor, which preſents, fays the celebrated 


profeſſor of Montpellier, ( after an n 


practitioner) a ſpecific remedy *. 


I conceived it my duty to point out 
the means of remedying the accidents which 
cantharides may cauſe, becauſe theſe accidents 
but too frequently occur. An inſtanbe of 
this kind appeared with force in a man Who 


reſigned himſelf to ſleep under the shade of a 
tree on which were cantharides, In other 


perſons, the touch of theſe inſets has ſuſficed 
to occaſion them inconvenience, | 


The lech of the Lion has alfo been re- 
commended for exciting to Love: but Venette 
does not place any confidence in this aphrodi- 


ſtac, becauſe experience has shewn, he. fays, 


that this flesh was an enemy of men. A phy- 
ſician, ke adds, having given three drachms of 
it to Vaticus the Caliph, for the purpoſe of excit- 
ing him to love, inſtead of curing, he killed him. 
After that which I have before obſerved, no 
perſon can ſuſpe&t me of mn to lion's 


SMC i) 
* Diſeriation ſur les animaus. reins de 
France, 3 0 
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brain, and of di ating vapours fe, For 
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of that flesh could compaſs the death of, Va- 
ticus, if the e phyſician 22 —4 it . had, pg 
wired thereiit Tome. — 1 capable, | 
of K the accident. 
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Fes ew ninjas. have obtained > ths Fe 
putation in the, Materia . Medica, as che hartz 
while that quadrupede, if ye give credit to ame 


authors, is in medic.ne an univerſal n 


O See ban. Natarelte of 12 Buffon, Tow: 
XVIII. 12mo. | To dich anker2onigta 
I See le Di®tonnaire * 5 at dhe arts; 
Lion. J*Hiftoire Naturelle des Animaux, by Ar- 
naud de Nobleville, &c. tom. V. Let Poyagts de 
Labat, &c. 679% 2 

TT | tive. 


be ons . Me 
41 know ſeveral princeſſes,” ſays this Naturaliſt, 
e e e . 
« attacked with the fever, Dy ant 
„ ddurna uſe which they made, In their repaſts, 
«of hartes flech f. "Moſt of the incients 
have regarded al parts of the hart as efficacious 
againſt poiſon : but the moderna have excepted 
the tail, which, they fy, is a violent venom. 


-/ Eardin afſiired, that the thik + os is 
1 ho as iis preſervative, whe 2 
ried about the perſon. Agrieos fs the fame 
of the teeth of that animal. © And a philoſo- 
h phery of the Platonic ſet aſſerts, that it is ſuf- 

ficietit to be covered with LT hers 
to guard againft' every ſpecies of poiſon, 
wel knows wh mica Hes es . 


ever 


* Pliny obſerves, wh os es n the 
hart by giving it a ſingle wound only, for the purpoſe 
of preſerving this effect. Several authors have shewn 
the abſurditics of Pliny, SE 


t Book VII. chap. 3a. 
- Sers 


. 


* 
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| tributed to the improperly pamed heart. , bone of 


the hart; and it is allo known, that this carti. ' | 
non ſubſtance is recommended in diſcaſes of 
No one, now, wil be actual ſur- 
117 when, 1 fay, that the virtue has been 
5 ted to, this animal's penis of furnishing 
14 abundance, with that precious fluid 
h is e amorous delights ; 


111 is not my je to ſurvey al the v4 
of the hart, recommended as. ſerviceable in diſ- 
eaſes 3, T $hall ſolely examine on what thoſe vir- 
tues are founded, which have been, aſcribed to 
ſome of its parts, with relation to love: 7 

| Nenophon am us that, if we EIT, 
the teſticles and private parts of a man with 
powder of hart's tail, calcined and ground with 


wine, be becomes excited and feels amorous 


deſires; which, when too exceflive, may be 
calmed by anointing the fame parts with oll. 
Since the time of Xenophon, this aphrodiſiaque b 
has been extolled; but, at preſent, it is appa - 
rently held in little repute, becauſe i its efficacy 
has been found to be inſignificant. 4.5 truſt, 
1 have diſcovered the reaſons why the tail of 
the hart wis regarded, by the ancients, as a 
Vor. I TY X: ob 


4 ox THE I FOR EXCITING | 
FEES Rimutlant,” 2 was beleved for a long 
time, (that. is to ay, till zootomy,. or the diſ- 
ſection of animals, had enlightened the ſcience 
of Phyſic) that the tail of the hart furnished a 
receptacle for the bile; that the_ablidance and 
acridity-of this liquor cauſed the lubricityz and 
that the hart, being tranſported by an erotic 
furor, pendant the rut, becomes the moſt lu- 
bricrous of all animals: therefore the bile of 


this quadrupede, applied to the natural parts of - 


another animal, irritates thoſe. parts. This 
reaſoning, at the preſent day, falls to the ground 
of itſelf: for it is well known that the hart has 
indeed no gall. veſicle; but that its tail, which 
in length only differs From that of other ani- 
mals, does not contain any more bilious humour 
than the other parts of its body. For the re. 
mainder, the application of the hart's tail, as 
recommended by the ancients, probably produ- 
ced good effects on men of a cold temperament; 
and ſee, here, how this might have happened. 
The vertebres, that compoſe. the extremities of 
the ſpine, not being entirely calcined, muſt, 
through friction, move and irritate the fibres, 
and thus cauſe that. ſort of rigidity neceſſary to 
erection; while the wine, by its penetrating 
en conpibutes to the ſame effect. Tbis 
explication 


»O 
— 


explication- will account: for all the wonders at- 
| tributed to the tail of the hart, betauſe every 
other ſubſtance. may fill up the like indica- 
tions, und ſimple 3 1 . yu 
thing. a 810 1 | 51 
9 N 
| Under the and, a and even i 
n e enen penis of the hart, its 
capability of conducing to love, as we have 
ſeen, has been - principally vaunted. We ob 
ſewe, that the animal muſt, of neceſlity, be 
killed in the time of coupling; for by that 
means, ſays Etmuller, the ſecretion of the ſeed 
is infinitely better excited, when à drachm there- 
of is given, as powder, in a poached egg of 
good wine. Eaſily may we: ſee, that it is pre- 
ciſely with this \aphrodi/iaque as with that wheres 
in borax is incorporated; namely, that it oper- 
ates on thoſe temperaments;. that ſcarcely need 
to be moved by an egg, or that may, by wine, 
be ſtimulated to love. The penis of the hart 
poſſeſſes no other virtue than that af a deſics 
cative abſorbent, when adminiſtered in powders 
and that it is mucilaginous if employed as a 
decoction. If the ancients aſcribed to it other 
qualities, they were imaginary, and drawn from 
12 chimerical 
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chimerical details, that ous to be proſeride 
i Hel Pon 0 


The lech of the 9 bas allo =A 
* as capable of prodigiouſly augmenting 
the generative powers of an individual, if ate 
in the ſeaſon when thoſe animals -are diſpoſed to 
love. Valliſnieri attributes the ſame effect to 
frogs; and the like has often been ſaid of the 
oſtrich. Such are the flights; of human un- 
© derſtanding,” ſays M. de Buffon; © when firſt 
«* ſtruck with a rare and ſingular object: it is 
© pleaſed to render the ſame yet more ſingular, 
6 by aſcribing to it properties that are chime- 
©. rical, and frequently abſurd: thus is it- pre- 
© tended, that the: moſt tranſparent ſtones which 
© we find in the ventricles of the oſtrich, poſ- 
©-ſeſs the virtue to procure good digeſtion, 
© when worn on the neck; and-that the inte- 
< rior tunicle of its gizzard is adapted to re- 
< animate a languid temperament, and to inſpire 
© jove. . &c. This ardour, continues M. de 
— W Quails,.. © has nee 


0 In July and — 
| 7 See PH. Moire Naturelle des Or/eaux, tome II, 


12mo0 edition. 
« perſons 
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4 paſotie occaſion to attribute to the the and 
© the fat of this bird, the property of reſtoring” 
c deczyed powers and fatigued temperaments: 
© it has even been aſſerted, that the ſimple pre- 
© ſence of this bird in a chamber, furnishes 
thoſe who ſleep there with venereous dreams. 

* We muſt recite errors, 1 
c * the bee 2 e each 0 

"hos ne to ſpeak of: Opie, who 

dichtes have been extolled with an enthuſiaſm, 
calculated to produce deſtructive conſequences. 
The obſervation made by Venette, and of which 
he is himſelf the ſubject, is a dangerous allure- 
ment for youth; eſpecially as the author joins 
it with circumſtances that lead us to regard 
opium as a means capable of procuring a ſort 
of contemplative voluptuouſneſs, that perhaps, 
by certain characters, would be preferred to 
that pleaſure which reſults from the union of 
the ſexes. I may be permitted to tranſeribe 
the entire paſſage of Venette, and reply — n- 
according to the oy" of the 1 


« Perhaps 1 tial be blamed? van 
deus, c for placing opium with the remedies 


* Idem, tome IV. 


13 "ne 
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« that ſtimulate to love, when the whole of an- 
< tiquity reckoned it eold to the fourth degree, 


and fatal to man eee, 
en | 


Ves, certainly, M. Venetts, you are ne- 
able; not for placing in the rank of aphrodiſiaques 
a ſubſtance which is reckoned cold in the fourth - 
degree, (this ſcale of heat and cold is another 
affair); but becauſe you dare name, in a Work 
that lies open to the whole world, as favourable 
to love, a formidable poiſon, which never ceaſes 
to be otherwiſe, * when: « ge whoa 


; 80 far, it may wa aid, from when our 
188 towards women, this remedy cauſes 
© ſleep, and renders us ſtupid inſtead of amo- 
rous. But, if we reflect that it is bitter 
„and sharp to the taſte, that to ſire it is in- 
* flammable, and that the Orientals uſe it for 
© the purpoſe of becoming valiant in war and 
among women, we shall, without doubt, be 
* of another ſentiment, When the Turkish 
© Emperor levies an army, the ſoldiers provide 

+ themſelves wed which they uſe as 
; © our 
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n 
Belonius. 


11 is not alone in time of 1 . 
Turks employ opium: when once they are ac- 
cuſtomed to it, and have extended the habit 
ſo far, as to take a conſiderable doſe, (that 
ſometimes amounts to as much as 72 grains 
in a day) they are ſubjected to grievous ac - 
cidents by totally abſtaining, all at once, from 
its uſe. Thus is it not neceſſary, that a man 
in Turkey reſolve on the employment of opium, 
to fit himſelf for warlike combat, or to ſleep 
by his females; while he is forced thereto, and 
has reduced it to a cuſtom. He cannot ſuffer 
the privation; like a drunkard, with us, that can 
neither renounce, wine nor ſpirituous liquors. ' 
For the remainder, we shall hereafter ſee, that, 
in general, opium is by no means ſo abundantly 
uſed as Travellers would perſuade us. The 
ſmall number of men who are attached to this 
ſubſtance, cannot be compared with thoſe, in 
Europe, that exceſlively drink wine and other 
intoxicating liquors, 


A ſinall doſe, taken internally, excites 
0 the vapaurs. Shat fly up to the brains bens 
14 «© diſturbing 
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4 6 diſturding the imagination, even as wine: bie 
| an exceſſive doſe entirely evaporates our na- 
© tural warmth, and totally diffipates our ſpirits, 
* like ron when two abuocapely employed. . 


"Who ghall preſcribe t this light doſe, that is 
ſolely adapted to rejcice the imagination? A 
bit of opium, that was put into the cavity of 
a hollow tooth, cauſed the death of the perſon 
who made that eſſiy. Introduced into the ear 
of a Spaniard, tormented with a cruel inſomno 
lency, he fell aſleep; 5 but, on awaking, was in · 
ſenſible, ſtupid, and imbecile and death. en- 
ſued®. Galen informs us, that a gladiator 
died through means of an opium: plaſter, which 
his adverſary had applied to his head. A fe- 
male ſlept profoundly for the ſpace of four-and- 
twenty hours, after having taken half a grain. 

Who can undertake to ſay, that she would not 


| have died, if the doſe had been increaſed to a 
Pat. N 9% $9! FL 


— * * : 
— „ 2 


N. Lorri, i in 1756, made ſome curious ob- 
ſervations on opium ; the reſult of which was, 
that we cannot, generally, he. top circumſpeR 


© * Anecdotes de Medetine, Pars I. Anecd.CIl. 


in 


— 
9 
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in the uſe + narcotics. f "That phyſician fo a 
man, extremely healthy, who being occupied in 
removing unpurified opium to new vaſes, was, 
without any previous gaiery, attacked with a 
violent numbneſs of the ſenſes, that could only 
be diſſipated by ſleep. On the other ſide, a 
man, moſt grievouſly tormented with the itch, 
could never enjoy any reſt at night till he had 
taken four grains of this narcotic. M. Lorri 
| attended a man, thirty years old, who was /ot- 
tichly in lone, and inceſſantly agitated by his 
ſcruples, but otherwiſe in a good condition: 
every night was marked by furious acceſſes, 
that proved extremel y troubleſome to his at- 
tendants. By means of an anodyne potion, 
M. Lorri was fortunate enough to calm this diſ- 
order; bg even ſlept during three hours: a grain 
of opium was put into the calming potion, and 
the ſame night he had an uncommonly furious 
acceſs: the next day, two grains thereof were 
Preſcribed, and his fury augmented, * &c. | 


. * The experiments which M. Lorri made on dif 
ferent animals, demonſtrate that the uſe, even exter- 
pally, of opium, demands the moſt ſcrupulous atten- 
tion. Some of theſe obſervations may be ſeen in the 
Journal Encyclopedique for any 1756. ber bb 


He 
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le who firſt obtained a knowledge of opium, 
enriched Medicine with an efficacious means to 
calm a too violent agitation, of the ſpirits, and 
to appeaſe excruciating pain: but how neceſſary 
is it, that this ſubſtance be alone | pore by 
a prudent N 3 | 


\ Saffron was frequently ud by the anci- 
ents, as an excitement to voluptuouſneſs. bo | 4 
is yet. commonly employed in Poland and Cour- 
land; and the Spaniards and Italians hold faf- 
fron as a preſervative againſt many diſeaſes, 
Bacon politively advances, in the Work which 
ve have cited when {ſpeaking on nitre, that the 
practice of the Irish, in dyeing their shirts and 
$hifts * with ſaffron, contributed not a little to 
.the prolongation of their lives; and that the 
English were indebted for- a part of their viva- 
city to the abundant uſe which they made of it 
in their meals. In another work, this author 
adviſes the mixing of ſaffron in thoſe remedies 
which were ene to retard the grievous 


ct * Scaliger ſays, that this cuſtom prevails i in Ire- 

land, as well as in Scotland; and that the vulgar peo- 
ple uſe ſaffron in this manner, to wear their linen fix 
wecks, and even longer, en Ning ay thing to 


fear on the ſcore of filth; 
Tt effects 
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offects of old age: for ſaffron, fays he, direts 


its action towards the heart, cures its palpita- | 
tions, drives away melancholy,  fortifies the. 


brain, and fills the ſpirits with gaiery *, Fi- 
nally, the celebrated Boerhave regarded ſaffron 


as a powerful and energetic mover of the ani» 


mal ſpirits z becauſe, ſays he, it is aromatic, 


ſtimulative, - heating, and, of conſequence, dif 


cutient, reſalving aperitive, and fortifying. | 


I Caron: regard akon, with Venette, 
not as a powerful exciter to love, but as ſcatter- 
ing through the whole machine a ſort of freedom, 
that, joined, to the gaiety which it imparts, diſ- 
poſes to pleaſure, by conducting thither the 
tender inclinations 73 and accelerating the mo- 
ments of tranſport which it procures us, with- 


= Hoffman, Liſter, Bontius, and other phyſician, 
have written eloges on ſaffron. 


+ In this velbath, thereimes of de Bere doen 
greatly exaggerated.  Schulzius ſays, that if we hold 
an empty bottle, in which eſſence of ſaffron has been 
kept, to the noſe of an infant, it will inſtantly begin 
to laugh. . And another author aſſerts, that if we 
weave a ring with ſaffron, and place it on the fingers 
of the left. hand, the heart will immediately become 
joyous. | Ade 

out 


vo 


* 


i 
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out making too great an impreſſion on the vo- 
hiptuous'orgaiis. Saffron penetrates into our 
veſſels, through the fineneſs of 3 
produces thoſe good effects attributed to fn, 
: and which xperience duly ente 


HH many W St" it 11 in 
e eee demonſtration of theſe 
penetrating qualities, I shall only mention one, 
that has moſt affinity to the object under con- 

fideration, © A young man, of two and twen- 
ty, after ufing aliments in which faffron had 
been mingled, produced a prolific liquor, that ˖ 
end reſembled the teint of that ſubſtance *. | 


It reſults, from what I have ſo far * | 
ed, that ſaffron may afford efficacious ſuccour 
under a variety of circumſtances: but its uſe 
muſt by no means be abuſed; for, taken toa 

n, and in too | great AR, it becomes, 


: t W des Curites de 1 Nature, Dec. 
3. ann. 6G. obſ. 273. We could hereto adduce ſeve- 
ral authentic obſervations, which prove that fat- 
fron has given its teint to ſome infants in the womb, and 
which colour has been viſible on their entrance into 
the world, See Jes Ephemerides, Dec. 1. ann. 1. 
obl. 60. 

1. 4 
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as harcotic, a dangerous poiſon, againſt which, 
phyſicians, have ſought for antidotes*, _ Ac, 
cording to Dioſcorides, three drachms ſuffice to | 
occaſion..death....... I even believe this doſs, gx: 
ceflive, and, that from 2 ſmaller quantity the 
ſame effect would reſult. A merchant's do: 
meſtic, accuſtoming- himſelf to lay down, and 
to ſleep, near a great quantity of ſaffron, died 
in conſequence, after having endured ſevera] 
previous. accidents. . Amatus Luſiranus re- 
ports mapy, inſtances, which expoſe the dangers 
attendant on an immoderate uſe of ſaffron; hut 
which I shall not recapitulate. It is ſufficient 
to ſay, that ſaffron may, be given from twelve 
to twenty grains; that this doſe muſt never be 
exceeded. without the advice of a phyſician; 
and that it—though taken even in a ſmall quan · 
tity, may commit great ravages on thoſe not ac- 
cuſtomed to its uſe—is, on the whole, unſer- 
viceable to plethoric perſons, and young. folks 
of a bilious temperament, whoſe MOI 
with facility, aol to irritation. Ye 


o Bocthave preſcribes aqueous, oily, and acid 
vomits, and whereof honey is one of the Ingredients, 
Theſe CO TIN? REINER in mY en and 
frequently repeated. | | 

Did. de Med. art. 95400 
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"© The Orientals, that am Eontitiialy tt 
© the exceſs of love,” confinizes Venette, keep 
© their imaginations inceſſantly embartaſſed with 
© laſcivious objets: they become, tlitough the 
© uſe of a little opium, to which they are as- 
« cuſtomed, yet warmer and more impaſſioned 
* than at firſt; nd thus feel itchirigs'and tit 
© lations over the whole body, and principally | 
* on their natural parts ſo that I am not aſton. 

©ish&d,” by any means, at their rachineſs in 
war, and their aciviouſneſs ith " regard to 


„ 


* women.” Shi ac 46 


%. 
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„Abbe A Man Ka ue 
ments, no great pains will be required to dif- 


cover the dominate principle that carries the 


Orientals to phyſical love; and to which they 
are, moreover, hurried on with greater violence, 
by the effeminate lives that moſt of them lead. 
Inceſfantly in the midſt of ' feveral females, 
whoſe happineſs depends on a knowledge of the 
art of pleaſing their maſters, it is not ſurpriſ- 
ing that they have recourſe to means eſteemed 
capable of plunging Sham! into nen exceſſes. 


Theſe efforts, for obtaining aue feli- 
city, have been exerted by all nations. A 
a Muſſulman 
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Aiinian availing dimſelf of plug, 60 bes | 
come the more vigorous In tis ſeragſio, Tai 
my aſtonishiment no mores” tha a rich Sieh 
in another climate, preparing the way to pleas | 
ſure by the view of Jaſcivious pictures, placed 

in his apartments by voluptuouſneſs; ; by the | 
peruſal of | obſcene books, dictated by debau- 
chery; and a variety of other means, 7 
by inclinations to, without the ability of fati 127 

ing, deſire. .: No, theſe "endeavours do he 

excite in me any ſurpriſe; for I know. _ 
man is capable of, to ſerve his paſtions; but [ 
know, likewiſe, that Nature bas given to All 
men (I here take no notice of ſome accidental 
exceptions) the means of faſting voluptuouſieſs, 
arid that theſe faculties carinvt be augmented in 
conformity to the violence and the immenſity | 


— * 

— * 428 « . R A. « 
"_ ® 4 
1 3 1 " e "= 5 


The A TG 3 can deny, are hale 4 
robuſt; being held, at the preſent day, for tbe 
moſt vigorous of all diſcovered nations: they 
are already indebted to the goodneſs of their 
conſtitution for a part of their phyſical ability. 
An exalted imagination, derived from the in · 
fluence of their climate, moreover impels them 
to pleaſure; n if we reflect with at- 

tention, 


+ 


— 
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tention, that in a country where the arts and 
ſciences are excluded, mankind neceſſarily in 
cine with greater. aptitude to ſenſual enjoy- 
ments. Thoſe of whom we ſpeak, poſſeſs a 
gravity, which prevents their reſigning themſelves 
to the pleaſure— that is yet oppoſed by their 
melancholie character which affords tranquil 
ſpectators delight when attending thoſe public 
amuſements in vogue among other nations, who 
1 give way to phyſical love*®. 


"The robuſt . conſtitution, therefore; the 
exalted imagination; ; the excluſion of amuſe- 
ments. that are incompatible with their gravity, 
2Ir rather haughtineſs; are the means which im- 
pel them to ſatisfy the predominating paſſion. ... 
Theſe are the motives for eſtablishing that re- 
putation in love, which the Turks haye ac- 
Ls without being under the neceſſity of f 


: * The Turks delpie gaming; 1 
vith relation to themſelves, as a talent beneath the 

Hgnity of man, and that ſuits thoſe only who would 
render that dignity more abject and more contemptible 
in their ſpecies. They make a great matter of their 
muſic; and, nevertheleſs, there is not a Turk; for the 
little that he reſpects it, who will deign to touch an 
| recarring 
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recurring to a ſubſtance, for realiing.thelr tran 


ſports, that excices kichings and ticillations on 
n ee 


3 
an error with reſpect to opium; from whom 


Naturaliſts have ſervilely copied: and they ob- 


tained credit, till more exact Obſervers oppoſed 
themſelves to this univerſal pre-judgment. Mr. 
Ruſſel, and Mr. Porter, have given the Public 
ſuch eclairciſſements as- are capable of opening 
the eyes of thoſe perſons, who believe that 
opium is in general uſe among the Orientals, 
and that its aphrodiſiaque virtue merits the 
ee eee 


See here what that eſtimable phyſician, 
Rullel, has communicated to us, who ſtudied 
the manners of the Muſſulmen; and who, by 
his unprejudiced obſervations, is entitled to more 
general confidence than thoſe . narrators who 
have blindly followed each other. Mr. Ruſſel, 
in his Natural Hiſtory of Aleppo, &c. aſſures 
us, ſpeaking of opium, that it is by no means 
ſo abundantly uſed, as we are generally led to 
believe in Europe, * Thoſe who, employ it, 
ſays he, © are regarded as debauchees and they 

Vo. I, K © die 
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| followers: he pretended, that wine produced 
in them quite other effects than among other 
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ce at an early period; in a ſtate of mw 
Cat — of off 9 


* entets into aar, details on the ob- 
jekt here in queſtion 


According to this gen. 
tleman, it was, with a knowledge of the cauſe, 
that Mahomet forbad the uſe of wine to his 


men: theſe effects, he ſaid, were a violent agi- 


tation, that terminated in madneſs and phrenſy. 


Several principal officers of the Seraglio, and of 
the Porte, poſſeſs ſo ſtrong a paſſion for this li- 


quor, that they have invented ſmall leathern 
caſes, in order to convey it themſelves, with- 
out being under the neceſſity of truſting their 


- moſt confidential domeſtics. ** I have ſeen 


' © ſome of them, fays Mr. Porter, . fl bel 
© lony tubes of leather therewith, / and lace 
© them round their bodies, to carry it by ſtealth 


into the Seraglio, at the risk, perhaps, 0 of their 


« ' exiſtence.” 


| "tary ſatisfy their paſſion for wine; while they 


0s 57 57 


See this, oY the Turks beaving the 


- - have 


4 1 a — 


1e 


ve 


have opiem, whoſe marvelous virtues, are in- 


= 


finitely ſuperior to thoſe of the liquor for which 
they venture their lives, if we * credit the 


exaggerations of travellers. 


comes, then, that preference which Pak Maho- 
metans give to wine, if it were not that its vir- 
tues are above thoſe recogniſed in opium? If 


they have recourſe to the latter, it is only when 
wine cannot poſſibly be procured. 


When, 


© towards the decline of life, ſays Mr. Porter, 
© the ſcrupulouſly devout, practiſe on the Turks; 


or when thoſe who occupy important truſts; 


© apprehend that the odour of this liquor will 
© betray them before the Grand Seignior, they 
© take opium in the place of wine, that is no 
© leſs intoxicating, and the effects of which are 
© yet more prejudicial to the phyſical and intel- 
© leftual faculties... But, at preſent, amongſt 

© the great, the generality of thoſe who enter= - 
© tain ſcruples, or who dread diſcovery, diſtilled 


: liquors are ſubſtituted... . 


The cuſtom of 


* drinking wine is no leſs generally tegarded as 


1 an abominable vice. It 


is even a diſgrace- 


© ful thing to take opium habitually; for when 
© they would decry a man of - conſequence, 


* known to make uſe of it, they ſay he is a 


* Tiriacks, or opium-eater ; which is equal to 


K 2 


 * advancing, 
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© advancing, that he” buy d deranged a tif 
5 ordered head. ; 


| We ſee, by the odirvations of Meſſts 


Ruſſel and Porter, how greatly naturaliſts have 


been impoſed on by travellers in this reſpect, 


and of what conſequence it is to truth, that 


men wiſely obſerve, who employ themſelves in 


writing. But let us return to Venette. | 


The itchings and titillations of which this 
author ſpeaks, derive their origin from all that 
can trouble the imagination; and when it is 
thus with a man, otherwiſe not diſordered, his 
paſſion will always incline to that which is born 
with us, and avowed by Nature; namely, love. 


It muſt be obſerved, that, by undiſordered, I 


do not alone imply the ſtate of a man in whom 
all the animal functions are executed with fa- 
cility, but likewiſe the moral diſpoſition: for if 
ſuch man be of a cruel and ferocious character, 
inebriety will not alwa een him to r 
of n wo have e b 


When the Turks took opium before — 


delivered a battle, if that ſubſtance had the ex · 


_— privilege” of 0 with force, their 
tranſports 


FAY F 2 — + _ 
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tratiſports: towards voluptuous pleaſures, neither 
honoar;/ glory, hatred, awe, nor any other in- 
ducement,/ would be ſufficient to lead them on 
to combat; and an Oriental camp would, per- 
haps, exhibit à frightful ſpectacle, that Love 
could not behold without anguish, and that muſt 
convey horror into the boſom: of Nature. But 
we are told that the contrary happens; that the 
Turks are rash in battle, and laſcivious with 
women. Let us conclude, that opium is a 
poiſon which operates according to circumſtan- 
ces: a drunken man ſings with his friends, fights 
with them;' and embraces his wife, re 2 
the W ee ies which 15 1 himſelf, d 

My 0 a 

wo {Dk e fired avant aces 
© tomed to take it in quantities; unleſs. indeed: 
© we were as healthy, and likewife ſo robuſt, 
© as M. Charas, when he tock twelve grains 
© thereof at onde. For myſelf, I durſt never 
_ © ojve ſcarcely more than two or three grains 
* of crude opium to the moſt vigorous patient; 
c always recollecting the dreadfal effects which 
© I have ſeen occur from the misuſe of this re- 
© medy,-.and the. precepts that Zuingerus has 
given us relative to that drug 


K 3 Opium, 
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Opium, when not adminiſtered by a phy- 
Mis arp, on men of every coun- 


uy: re e- dne the Turk, when 


flrſt he employs it; from which dangerous ac- 


eidents would refult, if he did not commence 
with a trifling doſe. Without entering into a 


tended to the origin of che nerweg, the anjmal 


and an univerſal, but tranſitory, paralyſis of all 


-  - copious diſcuſſion of the manner in which 
opium agitates the animal economy, I nuſt, 
once for all, ſay, that it exactly operates as l- 
other narcotics. It extraordinarily rareſies 


the blood, and, therefore, dilates in propor- 
tion the, veſſels which have little elaſticity; as, 
among others, 'thoſe of the brain. From 
hence follows a compreſſion on the origin uf 
the nerves, a ſuſpenſion in the ſecretion of the 
animal ſpirits, à general ceſſation of all the 
funRions that depend on the organs of ſenſe, 


the bodily nerves, excepting thaſe only which 
ferve to the movement of the beart and reſpir- 
ation: for if the compreſſion unfortunately ex · 


10 nn cliſed®, n tion) ai wth 7 
| , 1 5 


1090290 (19491 f 
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4 lr js, eaſy, to ſee, that opium agitates, and. 
mult agicate, men of whatever country; at eaſt, 
it, muſt, work or Jeſs, manifeſt its ſenſible. ef. 
fects in all climates. The warm region of the. 
Turks may, in ſome degree, deaden the action 
of his garcatic ; to which alſo their manner of 
lving abundantiy conduces, Being extremely 
moderate at table, and ſuffering no day to eſope 
witbaut uſing, the bath, they baye very open 
pores, relaxed fibres, and a ſmall quantity of- 
blood: From, all which it follows, that, cixcula- 
tion, in ſuch-ike bodies, does not. occur without, 
heavineſs, and that their veſſels, arg extremely 
ſuſceptible f. dilatation, wherefore the blood. 
finds. ſpace enough to rarefy itſelf, without 
forcing any thing, by the aftion; of an ordinary 
doſe of qpium. Thus do they experience no 
compreſſion at the origin of che gerves, till, by. 
a conſiderable portion of opium, they have ſo 
far carried the rarefaction of the blood, that the 
vellels can to the utmoſt diſtend without burſt- 
ing. But the quantity of opium neceſſary to to 


* 


produce this effect, muſt, in the Turks, be ex- 
tremely great; for, before their blood bas ac - 
quired bulk A to occaſiqn this compreſ. 
ſion, | the greateſt effort of. the circulation is 
directed towards the skin, where, in warm coun- 

e tries, 
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tries, it encounters but little reſiſtance; through 
which, the tranſpiration is eder) aug. 
mented, and the ſomnific influence of the opium 
diminished in the ſame proportion'*. ) H801 £335: 


f 


It does not 46 bois ben War M. 
Charas could bear twelve gfainsof opium, be- 

cauſe he was healthy and robuſt. The Turks 
would even be unable to make any uſe-of it, 
if the climate were not a little favourable, and, 
like as we have ſeen, if the 'regimen, and the 
bath, did not prove particularly advantageous f. 
The uſe of opium, without occaſioning*deſtruc- 
tive effects, depends on certain circumſtances. 
I have previouſly mentioned a woman who, 
having taken” half à grain of it, ſell into 
a deep ſleep for four and twenty hours, and 
chat probably sbe would have died, if the doſe 
had been a whole grain; and, nevertheleſs, 
when recourſe was had to the ſame ” remedy, 
that had ſo well ſucceeded in procuring her re · 
policy _ A to > extend the doſe 


Cours de Chjmie de * Chap, INV: 


+ We hall elſewhere ſee the great advantages 
which they derive from the bah of frequently m- 
merſing themſelves in water. 


to 
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to half a drachm (36 grains); and this 
tity involved the patient in ſcarcely ons 
hours ſleep. 


VEN binde eineni 23.49 3 


276 corfirm'what Lite Gives,” that 


the ſtrongeſt and moſt healthy men are no more 
capable of uſing opium internally than others 
1 shall cite Geoffroi the Elder, who” ſays} 
he knew à woman ” that was obliged tor thks 
twenty-ſevet! griins thereof daily, to calm the 
dolor occaſioned by a cancer. I do not be! 
lieve that, in our climate, a ſimilar doſe of 
opium could be adminiſtered with impunky to a 
perſon' fo” ſtrong and healthy as we here ſup- 
poſe. Tue Whole, then, depends on dertaiii 
actual diſpoſitions, of whoſe exiſtence it would 
be imprudent to aſſure ourſclves for the pur- 
poſe of giving opium in conſiderable quantities. 
* The body is not a medicament than fo far as it 
© is applied apropos, or that it enters into oppo? 
tion with the ſtate of our parts and thoſe 
© from whence it muſt derive its health; or 
© where that health muſt be acquired by the ap- 
* plication of the remedy.... The medicamen- 
© tal virtue of a body is always conditional; it 
depends on the ſtate of the fluids or the ſo- 
Y lids of a man who uſes the remedy, and may 
6 become 
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© become prejudicial or. ns, fe con. 
lion Of. Ct SOLAR 052 


| Venette, as phyſician, Shoe have — 
us thoſe obſervations on that train of evils 
cauſed by the improper uſe of opium, which he 
had. occaſion. to witneſs. By thus adding to 
the relation of unfortunate occurrences, left 
by ſome excellent practitioners , be would have 
rendered. the following paſſage . leſs, e 
apr vente agen Saen 


100 


rack Lam cot. Sed that the — ih 

6 other. Orientals bave ſuch an immoderate itf- 

© clipation to opium, for the purpoſe of enjoy- 

ing, r * n nen volup- 
e 


1212 — e is needful 
bor -chaſe: who have been accuſtomed. to it. 
They commence with its uſage from debauchery, 
having the like views .as ſome letchers in our 
climate, who avail themſelves of azy7ion; but, 


M. de Souvages, Diſſertation ſur tes NA 
camens. 

'+ Zuingerus, "Stahl, "Willis, 5 _—_ 
RI, &c. &. 


in 


/ 


PRE EPI decome habituated; to 
opium, cot diſpenſe with tits uſe v., Mh 
Turkish couriers, who are charged | with-.preſ: 
ſing diſpatches,” take it in the courſe af theib 
routez' availing themſelwes thereof, when fas 
cuurage . Many, among us, uſe ſpirits from 
neceflityi; others, ſolely, for the pleaſure which 
they :derive- from thence: but certainly:afiran« 
ger; who has no knowledge. of our —— 
ar fon $124 0:7; 2 * Nen 
A The Turks, as opium 
whicty thay wie . their feaſt, called Biram, mix ſome, 
thing-with. it, through which, it is in effe& rendered 
ly geb to the taſte; nd this, without doubt, 


J ings it f rongly i in vogue. ; Thus haye th they ac- 
quired a Habit and a neceſſity. | _Abregt det Tranf- 
Divi puer Val. I!) olga 


"+ A courier , going "from bung s' Sa- 
l Bauteil E ken dow as if dead, in a 
houfe bf entertainment on the road: the family, in 
confequenet, were ſurpriſed and confounded y but eue 
of the ſervants, judging that this fwoon was oœenſion 
ed from the courier's having conſumed all his provi- 
fion of opium, farced a ſmall quantity thereof, into 
his mouth. The courier immediately recovered, 
and conteſſed that the domeſtic had ſerved him in lieu 
of a good phyſician, Dig. de Med. art. Ovrom. 


would 
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would not fail to ſuy that Frenehmen'uſedtheſs 
liquors wholly on the ſcore of pleaſure ;, and, 
perhaps, might even add, as an' excitement: to 
debauchery with women, having obſerved that 
wine conducts mankind towards voluptuouſneſs. 
He might alſo. imagine, equally, that drunken 
men. poſſeſs a ſort of felicity, by attending to 
thoſ2 who, when intoxicated, exalt: their happi- 
neſs through the moſt gay and the moſt animated 
ſongs. © We may therefore aſſert, that this 
inexpreſſible voluptuouſneſs is nowiſe ſuch as 
Venette ſtrives to perſuade us; and that it, as 
in the caſe of our drunkards, is rather ſeated 
in a troubled imagination, than in real ſenſa- 
tions that affect the man. 1 can fell add, in 
confirmation of what I have advanced, that a 
quadruple doſe of opium is ſometimes. given, to 
maniacs, without its communicating to them 
this tranquillity of ſoul, theſe extaſies, which, 
above all, we muſt endeavour to pracure in a 
diſeaſe, where the aſſiſtants have every thipg 6 
e the patient. mizriol 203 0 


7 * s Fa * * * 
AN ent 21 41 mount Hg 


„ü bb m obſervation mob iti 
and, which I have already noticed, aſter M. 
who further confirms its verity. | 


— 
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„What relates to myſelf,” continues Ve. 
nette, who proved the virtue of this drug, 
© in nearly a deſperate malady, in 1688, I shall 
© ſincerely ſay what I felt on that occaſion. 
© After fruitleſsly uſing all other remedies, to 
moderate the exceſſive vomitings, and grieve 
© ous looſeneſs, with which I was afflicted, no 
better means appeared in the world, adapted 
© to my preſervation, than the employment of 
© two. grains of the extract of ſimple opium. 
© Scarcely had I taken it, ere I felt myſelf cured, 
© as if by a miracle; and enjoyed, a whole day, 
« ſuch pleaſure as cannot poſſibly be deſcribed. 
A fine, ſoft, and tickling vapour, inſenſibly 
« flowed, as I thought, throughout the nerves 
© and external membranes of my body. This 
© vapour cauſed me an exceſſive voluptuouſneſs: 
for I felt, from the neck and shoulders to the 
© rump, a tickling that afforded me perfect 
© pleaſure. Then, this agreeable vapour ſpread 
_ © itſelf towards the feet and the knees, where, 
particularly reund the ball of the knee, I was 
© conſcious of inexplicable ticklings. I felt 
this pleaſure, while ſlumbering, ſeveral times 
during that day; fo that, afterwards, I did not 
* once = my illneſs, OW taſted a _— 
5 23 
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©, neſs-reſembling that: of heaven, and d pictured 
e, eee genes 10 5 5 ot 999 
n — . not 1 a — 
eumſtantial deſcription of his diſeaſe, from whence 
we might judge if the opium was indicative or 
not: but it is certain, that he owns himſelf in- 
debted to opium for his cure; for which reaſon 
I chall not dwell on a ſubject that, moreover, 
would render me inattentive to my own. But 
tloſe of heaven, do not convey to us any infor- 
mation; and Venette, in ſpeaking of the effect, 
should have attached himſeif more er 
OO . 


In the e e be inn deſcribed, 
his 5 pet was eaſily exalted; and what 
another, perhaps, would have conſidered as 
dolor, and general, uneafineſs, Venette viewed 
in the light of voluptuouſnefs, the force of 
which he labours to repreſent. - Nevertheleſs, 
it is evident, that opium, when beginning to 
operate on the membranes of the ſtomach, 
Ca part ſo delicate, that it has been regarded by 
ſome philoſophers as | the ſeat of the ſoul) 
cauſes a ſenſation, perhaps agreeable to many 

perſons, 


— 
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perſons, which by means of the nerves, that 
are affected, may be communieated to the other 
parts : but this ſenſation widely differs from 
„ eee ey prog we perch 


: Lo poo. vm ng 


ee unte eme es unn d though . 
opium occaſions a trifling ſenſation of pleaſure, 
under ſome circumſtances, the imagination has 
yet a long cvurſs'to purſue, for the purpoſe of 
conducting man to this ſupreme felicity. The 
Indian empirics avail themſelves of opium, 
(to which, nevertheleſs, they add other ſub. 
ſtances ) with the deſign of hurling thoſe who 
take it into a ſort of delirium, which they con- 
ſider as real extaſies. Thoſe quacks even an- 
nounce, before they proceed, all that will be 
ſeen and heard in the extaſy; and all this in- 
deed occurs: but it need not excite ſurpriſe... 
How may perſons believe they have beheld the 
Devil, and aſſiſted at a nocturnal aſſembly of 
witches, after their imagination has been heated 
by ons of thoſe impoſtors that we honour with 
ep rener 


>. 


Aung the Shameſh; pn is abſolutely « | 
contraband article of commerce, becauſe the 


— 
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effects which it has Froduond, ot different times, 


reigning Monarch pronounced the penalty of 
death on ſeveral of his ſubjects, he had in- 
troduced opium into the empire... What is, 
then, the powerful motive, that excites the 
Siameſe to expoſe their lives for this ſatisfaction? 
We should ſcarcely believe it to be ſuch as is 
alleged! Opium is here no more a ſubſtance 
dents with regard to love. , It enables the 
Siameſe to dream; and, in order to procure that 
pleaſure, they trampel on the law! The greats 
eſt number of thoſe who employ this ſubſtance, 
ſmoke it, like tobacco, which involves them in 
ſoporiferous intoxication; when they acquire, 
-according to their own account, ſublime and 
magnificent ideas, The Author of the Hiſtory 
. of Sism, in treating on this ſubject, adds reflec- 
tions which accord with what I havę already 
+ aid, as to the effects of opium and wine on 
different individuals. Evexy- one has dreams 
conformably to his temperament: the ambi- 
© tious man beholds, at his feet, kings and ſlaves 
in chains; the bilious is ſtruck with a ſpectacle 
of horror and depravity; and genitle and benefi- 
14 5 n characters ſee all mankind ſmiling on 
| © them. 


cauſed ,, the greateſt ravages. - The > preſent _ 
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them. In fine, there is nothing, however 
© facred,'on which the Siameſe. would not in · 

« fringe, to procure opium, that is vended, 
« weight for weight, againſt ſilver: a cireum · 
* ſtance by no means aſtonishing, among a peo- 
ple perſuaded that dreams are mein in which 
6 n dana are. wialiten'%. vat 
Wen aw colle& 8 — ARS a 
ns credible Travellers have ſaid of opium, it 
will be ſeen that this ſubſtance does not even 
paſs current in thoſe countries where it is em- 
ployed as a powerful aphrodiſiaqus. 


| Whether Lia +4 8 to b_ or 105 | 
we have ſeen what deſerves credit in that re- 
ſpe& +: but it is no leſs certain, that the Turks, 
the Perſians, and Chineſe, have an orchis, which 
chey commonly employ, as an exciter to en- 
joyment. Opium, then, is not viewed by 
theſe people as capable of fulfilling the deſi es 
in this inſtance! If the Siameſe uſe opium, 
it is to diſcover their deſtinies in thoſe dreams 
 »* Hiſtoire Civile &. Naturelle du Royaume de 
Siam, &c. 1771, tome I. chap. IV. 


+ See the commencement of this Chapter. 
Vol. T. | 3; which, | 
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hich, through imagination, this ſubſtance pro- 


cures P__ they have recourſe to aun and 


Bete for . to love. 


py \ 
4 
* 


In the Mogut's empires Mas according ' 
to M. Tournefort, is ſo common in the sbops, 
as tobacco in our's; and the inhabitants uſe it 


habitually z but not till they have mixed with it 
rhubarb, or an extract of rhubarb. Proſper 


Alpin and Bellonius mention, that the Egyp- 


tians uſe opium to render themſeives more joy- 
ous and intrepid; but that thoſe who thus em- 


ploy it are, however, leſs regular in their func- 


tions than ſuch as abſtain therefrom; are more 
cold, always apparently intoxicated and ſtupid, 
and of an impracticable commerce, &c. 


The only effect that opium produces on 
the Perſians, is inebriety; and when, in that 
country, a drunken man is denoted, they ſay 
he chews opium. The Government proſcribe 
in vain the uſe of this ſubſtance, having never 


been able to 2ccomplish their deſign, What · 


ever inſtances there are, that opium viſibly af- 
fects the health ®, the Perſians always continue 


Vu. | 


* Melanges intereſſans & curieux, &c. tome 
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partial to that drug; and avail themſelves of it 
as a decottion, in pills, or mix it with the to» 
N g een , 


Bot, dne may * if opium be ſo 
dangerous as we are led to believe, why do 
theſe” people ſo obſtinately perſiſt in its uſe ? 
It would be eaſy to anſwer, on this head, from 
many ſtriking examples, which prove, that the 
prepoſſeſſion of mankind, in all countries, has 
admitted of uſages the moſt contrary. .. « « 
Let us not humble the ſelf. love of our com · 
patriots, and ſeek in far diſtant regions a fabt 
nenen 1 hes ans L 3 


The Siameſe uſo F a mixture wy 
betel, arach, calx, and leaves of tobacco, with 
which they rub the teeth and the gums, to con- 
ſerve the mouth, and as a preſervative againſt 
corruption. This cuſtom is general; nothing 
can deſtroy it. Does it not afford matter of 
aſtonishment, that, regardleſs of the confidence 
which the Siameſe place in this compoſition, 
their tongue is hollow in ſeveral places, inſo- - 
much that they are obliged to ſcrape it every 
morning, to clear off the flime occaſioned by 
this medley of drugs; and that, in fine, very 

L 2 few 
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few men are ſeek who Win confiread their weth 
to a certain age Tell a Perſian, that the 


opium which he uſes from prejudice and eu · 
ſtom, militates againſt his intereſt; ſay to the 


Siameſe, that the mode which he employs for 
conſerving his mouth is preciſely what corrupts 
it; neither the one nor the other . credit 
_ — tion. {; 


Wedelius informs us, that opium taken by 


perſons of a warm temperament, cauſes noc- 
turnal pollutions and continual priapiſm, parti. 
calarly if they have a diſpoſition to theſe mala» 
dies. It is likewiſe, adds this phyſician, a pow. 
erful aphrodiſiaque, when mixed with amber, or 
* ende of * 


This author reſtrains the virtue of opium, 


by acknowledging that it operates, with relation 
to love, on thoſe perſons that are thereto ſuf- 
ficiently diſpoſed; and while he adds amber as a 
ſecond means, when it affects the temperament. 
But we ſeldom give amber in ſubſtance, except 
to. aromatiſe ſome medical compoſitions; and, 


with regard to the eſſence of amber, it may, 


* [Tiftoire de Siam, &c. tom. I. chap. XII. 
| through 
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through its penetrating and cordial duallties, 
rejoice the ſpirits, and conſe quently diſpoſe to 
love, without meriting, more than other mix- 
tures, the W title of a e re- 
4 

1 n that the dan cure to | 
opium will ſtill conſiderably diminish, after the 
explication I have given 1 br manner in which 


1 99 .j 


When it is cited, tha en be 
and augments the blood to an extraordinary de- 
gree; that ĩt puffs up the blood · veſſels; that 
theſe in ſuch a ſtate preſs the nerves, and in · 
terrupt the coarſe of the ſpirits and other fluids 
contained in the weakeſt veſſels; we may con- 
ceive, that this ſubſtance, .and other narcotics. 
can, and muſt, give to the man thoſe exterior 
ſigns that announce his valour toward females. 
But if we reflect, that the nerves, and other 
paſſages, are in ſome ſort obſtructed during the 
ation of opium“, it may from thoties” be 


* 


$5 at & lai 28 a1 


* Phyickns ROY that opium vl all the 
evacuations, as the ſaliva, the urine, the ſtools,” 
't alone forces out the ſweat, which it augments. 


L 3 concluded, 


199 ON.THE REMEDIES FOR EXCITING 


cociclivind, that this ſubſtance muſt produse vio- 
lent deſires, which are augmented by an appa- 
rent proſpect of fatisfying them; but, at the 
ſeme time, it occaſions a kind of imbecility, 
that originates in the too great vigour of the 
principal organ of our pleaſures, My con- 
Rey is founded on obſetyations,” | 


1 b aid, thet: the Chineſe eftebliched at 
Batavia, avail themſelves of a certain. electuary, 


which they name affion*, to ſtimulate their de- 


fires; and its effect, we are told, is ſo violent, 
that a brutal: paſſion enſues, which continues 
the whole night, and that frequently compels 
the miſtreſſes of theſe people to fly fron their 


emibraces. I believe that the effects produced 
by aſſion are no other than what is equally 
mentioned of opium. The brutal paſſion of 
the Chineſe is cauſed by the ſtate in which 


they find themſelves, and that every inſtant 


ſeems to announce the moment of enjoyment. 
. The obſtacle ſerves to irritate: they perſevere 


under the flattering auſpices which they believe 
1s $a WE view: but a ſtate of rigidity 


* This en cm with opium, which 


— a6 liquid, and call it Maſuch. 
d 2 4 is 


r 
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is not ſolely neceſſary to taſts'theidelicacies of 
love, and they are unable to ſupply that in 
which their happine(s'cqnſiſts.... The victim of 
their deſires eſcapes from theſe nauſeous ca- 
reſſes, that appear foreign to pleaſure; she avoids 
a barbarian, that enters the liſt of love with 
redoubtable and wounding arms, without being 
w to taſte or 2 the reward m * eee 
u tolina 
ay fine, to . my opinion on the 

ods of opium, taken as an aphrodiſtaque, I 
shall add, that it ſtops all the evacuations, ex- 
cept tranſpiration, in ſuch a manner, that sxilful 
phyſicians have cured ſome men, through means 
of opium, in whom too frequent evacuations 
diminished the ſeminal fluid, I know that it 
would prove dangerous to give this ſubſtance 
in all caſes, where a tendeney to luſt muſt be 
oppoſed: M. Tiſſot even shews, that it would 
be prejudicial under many circumſtances; but 
e et, ber rer ggg ur v likewiſe detri- 

12 But cgi dv theſb men fo obſtinately continue 
the uſe of aff, or the maſigeh? I would ask why 
the Siameſe do not quit their corroſive powder, while 
they might with facility be convinced that the effects 
are totally oppoſite from thoſe intended ? 


L 4 mental 


F 


„ + Ant, IV. Seck. Il. 
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mental when employed in compoſitions, for 
ſtopping nocturnal pollutions: and theſe cir · 


cumſtances are indieated 1 in the e on 


ene, 


Fig eee di, 


| quently not very communicative, have ſought 


extraordinary means to procure a ſort of vo- 
luptuous ſenſation, which they alone are capable 


of enjoying. The errors into which men plunge 
with a view of taſting pleaſure, form a chapter 
e ee e: eee ar. 
nn an n 


| "and cut bite up in 
his chamber, and bound his breaſt, belly, arms, 
wriſts, thighs, : and legs, with cord in running - 
knots, the ends of which were fixed to large 
nails driven into the four walls of the room. 
This yoath, who was on the point of forfeit- 


„ing his life, during this pleaſurable experiment, 


confeſſed that, when the compreſſion of the 
ligatures had arrived to à certain height, the 
ſufferings which he underwent at firſt, were 
deliciouſly compenſated —_ brood 2grocable mp 
tions that ſiicceeded. 


* * 
' 01 
4 — 
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No perſon, 1 believe, will try this extra- 
r mode of procuring pleaſure. When 
we ſuppoſe, what muſt abſolutely be ſuppoſed, 
that the brains of this Mechanician were de- 
ranged, it may eaſily be conceived, that little 
was neceſſary to excite his imagination; or, ra- 
ther, let us believe, that this critical ſtata, 


wherein were ſuſpended nearly all the functions 


of the man, by which he vas yet connected to 
the world, in the approach of death, offered 
ſuch; delights which cannot eaſily be compre» 
hended, and which I ail not attempt d en. 
„ 900 | 21 £59190 


Fg 4 - 
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1 bub ts His was benen 
of water, ſenſeleſs, in profeſſing his obligation 
to a quarter-maſter who had ſaved him, - faid; 
that his preſence nn him a ſecret and 
invincible horror. This ſentiment, which 


6 ee bin Asech ho. Mid, Bom u delle 


cious and unutterable 3 that th GO 
in the ke profound _ 


C | Satin de Med. Vol. I. Auecd. XX. Some 
ather analagous obſervations may be ſeen in the ſame 


Work, and the en * the A gives of 
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| fv! A certain Montaignac Captain, falling no 

; laſs than three times from a gallows, through 
the breaking of the cord with which he was 
the Viſcount Turenne, he lamented that they 
bad, at & moment when every recollection of 
dolor: was gone, ſnatched him from ſuch an 
agremble: ſplendour, n nnn * 
repreſent TR off fois rb, 


* 
AR ny 
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We have Hhewide change: means for pro · 
curing the neceſſary force to taſte pleaſure, in 
certain preparations, celebrated by Alchymiſts. 

Some men, dazzled by the eclat, the durable- 
nes, and other qualities, of gold, have imagined 
that: tiiis metal carries into the animal economy 
an ine xhauſtible ſource of life, Empiries have 
abuſed the credulity of rich and» voluptuous 
men, „by making them pay deerly for the pre- 
parations in which, we are told, they mix that 
metal under different forms. I have read, in 
a Memoir of the laſt century, the hiſtory of a 
lady, who, to obtain an heir, ſtrove to reanimate 
the ſprings. of an exhauſted temperament, by 
uſing,” aer nee "ay i m tive 


* * — de Ia Mothe le e p. 25, „ Ge: 
ee pounds 
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pounds worth of porable gold. This compo- 


reputation, received its teint from vegetables, 
which reſembled the colour of gold; but. in 
which thoſe impoſtors carefully withheld any 
portion of that precious metal. And what 
should it have produced? Chymiſts know, 
that the decompoſition” of gold, in certain re. 
ſpects, is impoſſihle; and phyſicians are not ig · 
norant that it cannot paſs into the blood; that, 
when prepared, it operates ſolely an the ſto- 
un and "IWR as a qi e en 


Some 3 nn 2 en e en 
gold was brought into eſtimation, known un- 
der the name of Madame Grimaldi's potable 
Gold; the marvellous effects of which, many 
perſons extolled, in all caſes, when directed to 
animate and fortify, But M. Baron has de- 


becauſe gold cannot be decompoſed by any 
ind of diſſolvent: and, conſequently, all the 
virtue of that tincture can alone be 
to the eſſential oil of roſemary; the 
quantity of ſpirit of wine, which forms the baſis 
of the tincture; and, laſtly, the combination of 


ſition, that, for ſome time, enjoyed a certairs | 


monſtrated, that this liquor was - impropetly - 
called porable gold, or even tinffure of gold ; 
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this liquor with a portion of the acid of aqua 


nregalis, which E in ons pins e 1 
n | 


” * 4 


We 8 in MEI ne our re- 


fratebes t6 the bowels of the earth, for means 
to immortaliſe and multiply the human ſpecies : | 
and here may be applied what a celebrated man 


ſaid on the art of prolonging life.” '''By ſoarch- 

ing for this ſecret, ſays he, in minerals and mc. 
tals, we apparently injure Nature. Wou s sne 
hide, in the entrails of the earth a treaſuſe of 
ſuch utility! Would she, whoſe deſire it is 
that all should exiſt, conceal the means of pro- 


longing life in matter fo little adapted to furnisli 


ud aliment! And would we, ſimply by the 
moſt: ſubtle operations in chymiſtry, facilitate 
the marked and prominent deſign of Nature“ 
Let us preſerve ourſelyes from ſuch a belief! 


H ſubſtances torn from the bowels; of the earth, 


are of the greateſt utility for the conſervation 
of man, it is, that the diſeaſes which theſe ſub · 
ſtances remedy, do not come within the limits of 
nature: it is chat, in the ſtate which she has 
p man on earth, he can diſpenſe with a 


Tk One, de N. Maget, rome U. . 
Li 4 Oe” 4 
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— 141 dare ſo expreſs mys 
ſelf, is become more precious than gold to a. 
great part of mankind. - The accumulated 
diſorders which they have drawn. upon them 
ſelves, being unnatural, they ſought for remedies 
out of Nature: for thus do I name all that 
does not appear on the ſurface of the earth; 
all that demands certain preparat ions. In short, 
chymiſtry, an art ſo neceſſary in actual circums 
ſtances, muſt have been unknown to primitive 
man, becauſe it had not the ſmalleſt relation to 
his ſtate. It is in the gardens of Nature, and 
by no means in chymical laboratories, ſays M. 
Clerc, where the veritable ſuccour for mankind 
are * | 


This reſlektion ſtill- corroborates what I 
have elſewhere advanced, on the ſubje& of the 
means which we employ for ſubduing phyſical 
love. This effort is diſavowed by Nature; 
and thus, likewiſe, has she not shed any vege- 
table on the earth, capable of bruiſing the tem- 
perament. We cannot find greater reſources 
by penetrating the interior parts of the earth; 
ſo juſt is the reflection of M. Maupertuis — 


* Hiſtoire Naturelle de I Homme malade. 1.1. 
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E is the will of Nature that all should live 
And it is for this reaſon, moreover; that she has. 
produced no ſubſtances capable of conducting 
man to death Wen en nn 


be has ſpit, on te en 0 3 2 
aliments adapted to repair the loſs which bodies 
continually ſuſtain; and which are ſufficient for 
the wants of the whole ſpecies. The regimen 
that I have preſeribed in the preceding Chapter, 


is ſalutary for thoſe who ſtand in need of a ſti· 


mulant to love: they will find yet other ſuc- 
cours in the ſucceeding Chapter, and alſo in 
that on Sterility. The deſign which I pro- 
poſed in theſe remarks, is accomplished, if I 
have demonſtrated that Nature ſuffers no vio- 


-lence in the natural functions; and that none of 


the ſubſtances which have been vaunted as ca- 
pable to kindle in man the moſt violent paſ- 
ſion, can ſecond the views of thoſe 1 whom 
they are denken 
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Vois ces ſpeftres dorts &avances à pas lent; 

Trainer d'un corps uſ6 les reſtes chapcelans, | | 

Et far un front jauni, qu a ride la molleſſe, 

Etaler à trente ans leur e vieilleſſe: 

C'eſt la main du plaiſir qui creuſe de ee len 
* bienfaiteur du monde, il devient leur bourrean. 


- 


M. Tomas, Epitre at Paul. 


3 in aa ſteps, thoſe gaudy shades re 
Dragging along their shook inheritance! 

The wrinkle ſoft, on jaundic'd front appear, | 
That shews, at thirty, their precocious years 

The hand of Pleaſure, tis, that Jays them low; 
And, gen'rous to the world, they ſtrike the blow. 


— | 
'THE neceſſary qualities to give 


an individuat birth, are accorded to all animated 
beings; and, if economical in their pleaſures, 


they may, till the approach of diſſolution, en- 
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d. „ 0 
joy the faireſt privilege accorded hy Nature. 


An old man, who has not abuſed the prime of 


his life, is ſtill capable of offering ſome ſacri. 
fices to Love: while he, on the contrary, that 
accelerates the inſtant of enjoyment; that mul. 

 tiplies his pleaſures by irritating voluptuouſaeſs; 
is unable to taſte its delights, when he arrives 
at the term marked by Nature for extending, 
communicating, and perpetuating his exiſtence, 
Such a man in vain endeavours to realiſe the 
pleaſures of which he is reminded by a nearly 
extinguished imagination; in vain has he re- 
courſe to means, of which I have already 
ſpoken; for the trifling reliance that can be 
placed on them, has been ſeen, In this unfor- 
tunate condition, man wants the aſſiſtance of a 


phyſician; to conſetve his exiſtence, if ſtill in 


love with life, after being deprived of what 
frequently forms its greateſt happineſs: it is 
ſufficient for ſuch a being to drag on his ſor- 
rowful days, the prey of. remorſe, till Parc 
terminates a career intermixed with bitterneſs, 
Let him not, therefore, contemplate on leaving 
to poſterity any deſcendants, who, without be- 
ing capable of their father's exceſs, would par- 
ticipate in his punishment. It is in no wiſe 
for this man that! write: but there are ſome, 

| deprived 
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deprived of the bappincſs of ** fathers, 
80 aher not brought upon themſelves. 


IT fappoſe an, Indinidnal, to — Nature 
has not refuſed that which co-operates with the 
propagation of his ſpecies; but whom an here- 
ditary weakneſs, or languar, the ordinary Cons. 
ſequence of ſevere diſeaſes, has placed out of 


ſtate to offer Hymen the tribute which i is vo· 


luntarily paid by all mankind. If this man, 
oppreſſed by unmerited misfortunes, confide to 
me bis ſituation, 1 will, if poſſible, afford him 
relief, . Nothing, I believe, will oppoſe thoſe 
endeavours: for the ſcandalous means are not 


required, that debauchery has invented, as aa 


illuſion to imbecillity. We have only to pres 
ſcribe a regimen, that may aſſiſt, without n 
e 5 Nature. | 8 | 


=' shall not cpo the- de of Tas 
merlane, the father of an hundred children, and 
vanquisher of an hundred nations, who, fram a 
ſpirit of debauchery, ſubmitted to caſtigation : 
nor that of the philoſopher Peregrinus, whoſe 
hiſtory is conſerved hy Lucian, That cynic, 
abandoned to the pleaſures of love, flogged 
himſelf in public, and, environed by a — 
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of people, committed the 'mfamous action with 
which Diogenes has been ſo often reproached *. 
Scourging muſt” excite the parts which we en- 
deavour to move; but Religioff proſeribes this 
mode of appealing to enjoyment : and it can 
no other wiſe be tolerated, than in ſome eircum- 
ſtances, when recommended by phyſicians, to 
render fruitful the "ſterile careſſes of married 
pills. is 3} Ar SOHO UL 


v4 4 


Cclius Rhodiginus er an ry of a 
FY who could not conſummate” enjoyment 
till excited thereto by violent ſtripes, which 
covered his body with blood: Othon Branſ: 
feld ſays the ſame of a man who, in His time, 
felided at Munich. A writer, who tias treated 
on the paſſions of the 'geniral part, alſures, 
that we may provoke to amorous delight, when 


we find ourſelves cold in that reſpect, by ſting· 


ing t the an with en i nertles wh, ax 


89 * 20 8 


'® See, in ' the tranſlation of Lucian by. d Ablar- 
cou, che word PERECHNUs. | 9 
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— ſpeaks of a coürtefan that awake. 
aha the love of her friend, when his paſſion 
cooled, by having recourſe to ſtripes; and of a 
young damſel, that Cornelius Gallus ſtiſl more 
deſperately loved, after she had been rigorouſly 
chaſtiſed by her father . M. PAbbe Chappe; 
who travelled às the philoſophical friend of hu. 
manity, and who attached himſelf to the obſer- 
vation of all that could influence population, 
remarks, that the ſtrokes of the rod, which men 


activity to the fluſds, and elaſtic” force to the 
organs. 9 — ſays de, 8 animites 
* © the pation." Ks Pies; | 


* rh) 


tt tte 4 to calle Geber obſerva. 
tions, to prove the efficacy of flagellation in 


7 

N certain circumſtances, if thoſe that are the ſub- 

;- WH jets of it, had not practiſed this maneuvre with 
the view of driving lubticity to its laſt exceR. 
We Should, in ſome — become the ac. 

n- Re Ni N eee = 3. nt 0 

De la maladie Sn ou mall cholie Brd- 
11 "__ chap. menkbe 


LC. * Voyage en Serie, fait bal 7010 at Roi, en 

2 1761, par M. PA Chap: d Aer ne, te Pa. 
demie des Strencei, tome I. B. 330 11 10 
cl il - e compllbef 


receive in the vapour baths of Ruſſia, gives 
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complices of theſe debauchees, by extendin? 


their unbridled luſts. I shall therefore baſten 


to more gentle and leſs nne means, for 
en PT PP age” 1Tp64," 4 
In treating of the n 1 have 
remarked on what neceſſarily carries man 40- 
wards pleaſure. We fave. ſeen that the ple. 
thoric, above all the bilious, the melancholic 
even, are ſufficiently diſpoſed to love; and that 
the pituitous, or phlegmatic, poſſeſs a conſtitu- 
tion but little favourable to the propagation of 
the ſpecies. H man of this temperament muſt, 
therefore, conform more narrowly to rule than 
others, if he would be uſeful to poſterity. 1 
do not pretend to ſay, nevertheleſs, that im- 
puiſſent men are alone diſcoverable in the pi- 
tuitous claſs: this is generally found to be the 
aſe. - But the other conſtitutions, without ex. 
— even the bilious, offer likewiſe theſe 
examples; becauſe every conſtitution is, more 
or leſs, ſubjected to * vices, that may 
occaſion the ſame effect. | 


__ - Imptiiſſance has not Pare a phyſical but, 
moreover, a moral cauſe, - that influences more 
or ION according to the, temperament. This 


is 


. 
I + 
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is founded on ſom» othere, which I wiſh deve. 
lope, as far as it is poſſible, betore- 1 indicate, 
1 [26G 152, 


0 


-- 


. divide embed 4 into „him! or 01 
ſolute, and accidental or tranſitory, By the 
firſt,” I underſtand the [ſtate of a man who, 
ſince his birth, has not given any proofs. of 
virility. The ſecond is a ſudden ceſſation of 
the ſigns that announce-competency to the pro · 
pagation of the ſpecies; . and this fort of im- 
puiſſance is abundantly more common than the 
other: but there is likewiſe every reaſon to 
hope for a cure in this inſtance, which is ex- | 
tremely difficult in the firſt ſpecies of impuiſ- y 
ED PIETY A: cis,” A EP 


If I were to define the union of the ſexes, 
a pure animal function, in which inſtinct ſolely: 
reigns, as ſome philoſophefs of our days 
pretend, it would be to enforce the degradation 
of Nature; she, who does nothing in the uni- 
verſe where we do not remark traits that an- 
nounce the general union of the agreeable with 
the uſeful! + The whole ſtructure of the phy- 
ſical world exhibits an enchanting ſpectacle, 
which we may -obf-rve with a ſucceſſion of 
M 3 new 
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neu pleaſure, by deſcending to details... Shoud 


we equally have ' plucked no delicious fruits, 
although Nature had not fixed our admiration 
by the beauty of the flowers which precede 
them? Would theſe fruits have leſs flattered 


our appetites, if the eclat and the variety. of 


their colours had not pre-engaged our eyes? 
In short, would ſome animals be leſs ſacrificed 
to our delicates, if their form was leſs elegant, 
and beauty shed on them in leſs profuſion ? 
Why do we diſcover, in all beings, this ſym- 
metry, theſe colours, and, in a word, this 
beauty? It is, that Nature was pleaſed to 
give all exiſtence in the univerſe;. that every 


individual placed\thereon, was adapted in the 


beſt poſſible manner; and that we might behold 
them, in theſe. regards, with complaiſance, in paſ 
ſing through their ſeveral gradations. Should 
man be excepted in this general lay l Should 
the auguſt function, which he muſt diſcharge, 
in leaving to poſterity. a portion of his exilt - 
ence, occur mechanically, or, as it may be ſaid, 
alone through inſtinct? Ah! what! could 
Nature ſee man reproduce, his likeneſs, and he 
not ſeem to ſayour the: delicacies which are at- 
tached to thoſe precious moments! Beauty 
would afford him no attractions! Preſſed by 
. bis 


. Y BY TY © 0 Ro” WO OP OE Fn 


— 


. 0 4 : | * 


5 on nus ax cR· 207 
his neceſſities, he would enjoy, without knows 


ing enjoyment! His deſires, or rather wants, 
baving been ſatisfied, the imageof pleaſure would 
no more be retraced in his ideas! The female 


partaker of his happineſs, and to whom he 
muſt owe its augmentation, would become an 


indifferent object, as ſoon as the extaſy .. 
How grievous is this image of Love to my 
eyes! 1 ſee a ſombre drapery, that covers 
pleaſure ;,. I ſee Nature commanding men to 
multiply; and theſe, as ſlaves, obeying volun- 
tarily an imperious maſter, that governs them, 
| Prom thence © ceaſes every ſentiment of deli. 
cacyz we perceive none of thoſe tender emo- 
tions that precede and follow pleaſure; none of 
thoſe ſweet attachments, whoſe duration forms 


a ſeries of delicious ſenſations; 3 in a word, no- 


thing derived from nee all from in. 


In regard to the union of the ſexee, as 


purely a phyſical act, diſengaged of all the ac- 
ceſſories that join our hearts; love, that merits 
no more the name, offers but few examples of 
impuiſſance; while man, ſeeking only the ſatis- 
faction of inſtinct, all to him becomes equal; 3 
and that, frequently, impuiſſance is born from 
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the trifling agreement which exiſts between indi- 
viduals who are compelled to unite. Like, as 
among animals, he obliges-the firſt female whigh 
he encounters, not to partake of his pleaſure, 
for by ſuch motive he is not animated, but to 
2ccede to the violence of deſire, impetuoſity, 
and the fury ve temparament. * 


Impuiſſance, cccaſioned by moral love, 
has its origin in the imagination. That is un- 
ſortunate for ſome individuals; but from this 
empire of imagination reſults a general good, 
that carries to the ſummit of felicity, men 
whoſe hearts partake of enjoyment. - It is a 
flower which Nature has thrown upon plea- 
ſure, and that is ornamented with colours 'more 
or leſs vivid, according as the ſoul feels, more 
or leſs, the tranſports by which it is agitated. 
In a well adapted union, where both ſexes de- 
fire, equally, the fortunate moment that is to 
crown their hopes, pleafure offers itſelf under 
the faireſt colours; it is a roſe, that'by degrees 
acquires a tint, and bloſſoms to voluptuouſneſs. 
From an alliance, cemented by agreements that 
do not exiſt in nature; from an union wherein 
the intereſted do not experience the cheerful- 
' neſs of the heart; reſult, frcquently, thoſs 
q * tranſports, 
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tranſports, which I may be permitted to name. 
welancholics; "thoſe ſombre extaſies. In short, 
compulsatory pleaſures give birth to indifference; 
and from thence, with many men, is there 


It is in this caſe, that moral love may oc» 
caſion impuiſſince; ſuch, at leaſt, which I name 
accidental. See we no men that, after 
proving themſelves worthy the favours of love, 
have had their reputation eclipſed weed . 
ſtandard of n ? 


We cannot employ _ much attention in 
the aſſortment of marriages: for negligence re- 
ſpecting this article, of which we have many 


examples, gives birth to impuiſſance; or, what 


is nearly the ſame, to ſterilityꝰ . A ſenſible proof 
of the influence of the moral on the phyſical, 
* ; | in- 


Under the ſuppoſition, that Nature primitively 
created animals, to couple without choice, in every 
ſpecies, it muſt nevertheleſs be admitted, in ſpite of 
whatever may be ſaid to the contrary, that, among 
thoſe which environ us, there is a ſort of diſcernmem 


in love. This is indced founded on a phyſical agree 7 


ment; but jt is no leſs true, that the ſtallion, or the 


ſcarcely a short ſtep to impuiſſince. ada 
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- In enjoyment, is the accidental impuiſſance that 
ſeizes ſome men, when they would eſſay their 
powers in thoſe temples conſecrated to de- 
bauchery. Ariſtes proved his vigour in love, 
when his heart held intelligence with his ſenſes: 
a moment of drunkenneſs conducted him to 
Lais, who expoſed all her redoubtable charms : 
Ariſtes was. inflamed through the eyes, and, 
about to yield, when imagination arreſted his. 
purpoſe; and by depicting the vanity of thoſe 
pleaſures which were offered, Ariſtes felt the 
impoſſibility of conſummating an act in which 
the heart deſired not to participate. If Ariſtes 
be wiſe, he will fly from an object that has wit - 
neſſed his languor, and, in the lap of the con- 
ſort who cherishes him, aſſume again the qua- 
lity of man. But, if he perſiſt in tormenting 
his weakneſs; if Lais blush at the little ſucceſs 
of ber art, and employ the laſt reſources; Ari- 
ſes, loſing the track of actual pleaſure, wi 

taſte it no more; and his organs, incapable of 


bull, do not indiſtiuctly leap the females that are pre- 
ſented to them, with the ſame ardour; that there are 
eyen ſome which they totally refuſe; and others for 
whom they are fruitleſely fatigued. Among ten dogs 
that ſurrounded a hitch of the ſame ſpecies, she ſe- 
lected one to Cover her. 


being 
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being longer moved, than through thoſs reſorts 
which are appealed to by. debauched characters, 


become inſenſible to the tender - careſſos of = 


love. 


We cannot deny, that it is not the imagi- 


nation which predominates in theſe circumſtances, 


as in a variety of others: our imagination, 
perhaps moved by beauty, virtue, or the ides 
of uncommon. enjoyment; ſo well as deformity, 
the ſpectacle of debauchery, shame, feat, &. 
may. render n 
eee dee et 6th 


: The examinations. of thols ſo 
pointed to decide on puiſſance or impviſſance, 
may frequently be defective, becauſe, under the 
circumſtances which we fuppaſe, the exterior 
parts being found confarmable-to.. thoſe, of. 2 
perfect man, advantageous judgment is pronouns 
ced on an impuiſſant individual; not impuiſſant, 
however, in a rigorous ſenſe, but ſufficiently 
ſo to be incapable of generation. 


Althou gh debauchery is pretty generally 


the principal cauſe of impuiſſance, it brings 


about, * no — change in the 
5 exterior 


1 


— 2 — 
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extetior parts of generation *; but operates 
with force on thoſe which are not ſo evident. 
The ſpermatic veſſels, and the ſeminal veſicles, 
are weakened and relaxed; the prolific liquor is 
in no over abundance, being filtrated through 
organs, which have loſt their elaſticity; the ani- 
mal ſpirits are in too ſmall a quantity to give 
action to the erective and ejaculatory muſcles; 
to all which may yet be added, an extinguished 
imagination, incapable even of creating deſire. 
Theſe deſires, though the infants of imagina- 
tion, are alſo obligated to the phyſical ſtate of 
the body, whereto imagination never ſupplies 
any-thing. Men who, in the prime of force, 
have been unable to prove their vigour in taſt- 
ing the firſt-fruits of conjugal pleaſures, certainly 
wanted not good inclinations We muſt a- 
ſcribe ſuch defect to irregularities, that have al- 
tered their conſtitution, and to the habitude of 
theſe men, in rencountering pleaſure every- 
where, without ſeeking for it; an habitude that 


_ ® We have obſerved, on the contrary, that many 
men, notwithſtanding the train of debaucheries by 
which their powers have been drained, offered till, 
though in a ſtate of imbecillity, impoſing appearances, 
that however ceaſe, if theſe men —— the effects 


dq anſwer appcarances. 


renders 
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| wee to them impoſſible the moſt ee * 


Hidorp re tr eras to us [ of 
ſome men, celebrated for their debaucheries: 
she has likewiſe iaiormed us of their impuiſſance, 
when they had to contend againſt virginity * 
Need we have recourſe to the archives of his- 
tory, to find examples of human weakneſs ? 
By caſting an eye to exiſting ſociety, shall we 
not obſerve too many proofs of the degenera- 
tion of the ſpecies! - How many men read, 
all blushing, the hiſtory of thoſe people, among 
whom affluent men offer a recompenſe to the 
robuſt indigent, for ſparing them the trouble 
of plucking the ſweets which are taſted in a 
firſt mn: 


brey 


- +: Theodagic, King of Burgundy, was a valiant 
man among courteſans; but could not conſummate 
his marriage with Hermanberg, daughter of the King 
of Spain. Amaſis, Xing of Egypt, eſpouſed Lao- 
dicea, a moſt beautiful Grecian female; but, though 
he chewed himſelf a noble companion enery where elſe, 
fays Montagne, he was not wholly competent to lat 
enjoyment with that fair-one, 


* 


5 2 A ſpecies of "{inpuiifatce; very different 
from that already mentioned — at leaſt, where 
the cauſe is not the ſame, although there re. 
Ault a parallel effect — is impuiſſance occaſioned 
by a too ardent paſſion. A lover, after having, 
rch all the fire that rages under ſuch circum- 
ſunces, panted to enjoy his miſtreſs, finds him- 
"Rf ' incapable of taſting his happineſs, at the 
zitat When he expects the reward of aſſiduity. 
There are no remedies for this accidental infir- 
-HRy; and all that we can-preſcribe in ſuch a de- 
Rete occurrence is, that the perſon do not de- 
Fond, nor withdraw the confidence which he 
ufually places on thoſe organs that, hitherto, 
Have fulfilled the purpoſe of their deſtination; 
'efiying, ſo, by little and little, to cam the 
diſorder of a too exalted imagination. We 
muſt guard againſt employing any remedies ca- 
-pable of irritating the ſpirits, that are" already 
deo much agitated. All would be loſt, by ob- 
ſtinately continuing to ſtrive for a Victory, 
which may be obtained, when the fire of imagi- 
Bation being 1 more weakened, : a part of that fire 
| . hall animate the agents of eee 


4 The married, 54 Ahe pete 
*C'vity, muſt neither preſs, nor haſten, their 
* enterpriſes, 
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eee in y ue beer And it 
© is better to poſtpone, #bruptly, the firſt ce. 
© remonies of the nuptial bed. . . than to fal 
into perpetual miſery, by becoming aſtonisbed 
und deſperate ut a firſt refuſal, Before pof. 


„ ſeflion, the patient muſt, with agreeable allles, 


and at divers times, lightly effay and offer, 
© without being piqued and optniative, or des 
C IP eee in lately". 831 


we have ſingular examples bl un itiput 
1 that, though bearing ſome affinity to tie 


others, nevertheleſs differs very eſſentlally. Ic 
is alone accidental, and may be cured with fa 


cility, as will be . from the 1 | 


dere papa 


A noble Venetian eſpouſed, at an uh | 


when love favouriſes man with complaifarice, 
a young and 'moſt lovely lady, to whom he vi- 
gorouſſy comported himſelf : but there proved 
an eſſential obftacte to His happineſs; all at- 
nounced, in his tranſports, the moment of ex- 


* Montagne, Liv, prem. cla. XX. 


+ The ſame is reported by Doctor Cockburn, in 
the hs 97 
raſy, 


. —— * k ** *. 1 * 

"5 a = — — — » — N > — * —2 * 
—— —u — ——— — 3 — — n fp = as _ ey <P ita. * y * —— 
4 1 2 y . ; mg 5 * * 2 - „ 1 * 2 — 
- „ 1 * bs — Las * 7 „* 1 uf 
7 _ l l aſp... v. 1 * 9 1 wo 2 . a” 
_- = + - 2 * rh % »&; = - y Wd = 
\T - * * * wl 1 >» 71 2 x12 w ww 4 > . 17 PF: — . > * * 
1 E 2 


” 24 a » 


1, 
* 
* 


| 216 


taſy, and the FRO: wage hs 
to enjoy. The illuſion was more favourable 
to him than the reality; while dreams, that ſuc. 
ceeded his impuiſſent efforts, awakened, by de- 
licious ſenſations, thoſe equivocal ſigns, of his 
capacity. Would this unfortunate conſort, 
aſſured reſpecting his condition, efticaciouſly 
prove his puiſſance, and realiſe his pleaſures, he 
procured the ſame without being.a. partaker; 


/ 


and, in a word, the moſt forcible erection was 


in no wiſe. accompanied with thoſe precious 
diſcharges that indicate voluptuouſueſs in its 
utmoſt extent. Ineffectually were various re- 


medies applied, to procure. theſe. pleaſures for Fl 


man, who merited their enjoyment, and who, 
a long time, had been the prey of love. At 


length, the ambaſſadors from different Courts of 


Europe, reſiding in Venice, were requeſted to 
conſult the moſt famous phyſicians of their re- 
| ſpective countries, on the cauſe of this incon- 


venience, as alſo on the remedies calculated. to 


remove the complaint. 1. attribute. this im- 


puiſſance, ſaid Dr. Cockburn, to a too vigorous 
erection, that ſtops the conduit of the urethra 
with ſo much force, that it cannot be ſurmount- 
ed by means that compel the ſemence to flow 
from the ſeminal veſicles; while. on the con- 

tray, 
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crary] this preſſarp being lefd forelble in dreams; 


ppp ane _— t. 
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obe method of b men proved in | 


n it was . diſcovered with facility ; for 
ſome light evacuations, ſeconded by : a 
oe were WE OW wt 

10 WES ſee HG u theſe cir- 
cumſtances, we muſt act gently. - Violent pur- 
gatives would be peruicious: in lieu of which, 
bleeding will be found more ſalutary; rendering 
erection leſs forcible, rere the quans 


2 ite unde u ens wear 
cite, -becauſe be treats with fagacity on the moral 


cauſes af impuiſſunce, ſpeaks of that proceeding from 


2 #00 furcible contention of the fu. I know 
« thoſe,' ſays he, who. have found, benefit. by giving 
« themſelves up to enjoy ment, with a body even other- 
« wiſe half fatiated, to allay the fury of amorous 

« tranſports; and theſe ceaſ to be Tirpuliſany ant, as ſoon 
as they berome leſs powerful.“ This paſſage 


clearly demonſtrates that Montagne would have known 


the cauſe of that impuiſſance with which the noble 
Venetian was afflicted. - His advice might have dif 
fered from that given by Dr. Cockburn; * the 
reſult had been equally the ſame, = 
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tity of fluid that ſwells the 4 cavernous body. 
With reſpe& to regimen, it conſiſts in the uſage 
of refresbing ſubſtances: liquors, that muſt alſo 
poſſeſs this quality, deſerve; nevertheleſs, to be 
taken with circumſpection; their too great 
abundance in the bladder being ſufficient, as 1 
have elſewhere obſerved, to excite erection. 
trongly- ſeaſoned aliments, ſpirituous liquors, 
in short, all that conveys heat into the animal 
economy, muſt be n proſeribed. 


That n which attacks n men who 


are affected by any dolorous ſenſation, is no 


more than temporary: they muſt even abſtain 
from making eſſays of their vigour, till the parts 
that announce it, give ſigns the leaſt equivocal. 
But we muſt not deceive ourſelves; for erec · 
tion accompanies various maladies; and I know 


men that are never affected through chagrin, 
without feeling, in all their members, the moſt 


violent erection, although experience has con · 
vinced them that it is impoſſible to derive any 


| advantage from the tenſion obſervable at the 


penis, 


Thoſe who become impuiſſant from me- 
lancholy, muſt make uſe of every thing that is 
| | 241M 
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an entidote to chagrin; avoiding, nevertheleſs, 
exceſſes that occaſion too great an emotion in 
the animal economy, and to which wouid ſucceed 
a yet more grievous ſtate than the firſt,” The 
ancients, ' who knew, as well as ourſelves, what 
an influence dejection may have on population, 
inſtituted feſtivals; during which, every one 
opened his heart to joy. They had, moreover, 
pharmaceutical compoſitions, / whoſe properties 
were to animate the ſpirits, and to which the 
appellation was given of letificantes, (rejoiceants). 
The Romans had / likewiſ: the Philonium No- 
manum; and the Egyptians the Bers*. Theſe 
laſt were ſo apprehenſive of ſorrow, that, to 
banish it, they had recourſe to means which, 
in another country, would have produced dif- 

may and horror. At the commencement of - 
the feaſt, a skeleton was brought in, and exhi. 
bited, to caution the gueſts, that they should 
give themſelves over to joy and to pleaſure, 


* Theſe two compoſitions were a ſpecies of 
clectuary, formed with ſaffron, opium, pepper, Indian 
nard, &c. It excites à gay and momentary de- 
lirium, in which they probably found the ſame mon- 
ſtrous ſatisfaction, as the Europeans in drunkenmets, 
according to Proſper Alpinus. | y 
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gimen, to diſſipate that impuiſſance which is 
produced by melancholy. Every man muſt 
ſtudy his own temperament, and make uſe of 
thoſe things which he has found beſt adapted to 
it, abſtaining from thoſe that have on him too 
great an influence. All that chafes away de- 
ſpair, combats impuiſſance; for, in proportion 
as the fpirits approach to gaiety and contentment, 
will the natural functions be again re. eſtablished. 
The regimen muſt be very exactly obſerved: 
all aliments that are difficult of digeſtion, un- 
fermented meal, roots, &c. cannot, in this 
caſe, be recommended. Viands prepared of 
animals that feed on herbs, and young birds, 
muſt form the principal nourishment of melan- 
cholic perſons, put: herbs ſerving them as ſeaſon - 
ing. They may frequently unite to their aliments 
fome light aromatics; ſuch as balm · mint, cinna- 
mon, and melilot. White and light wine is 
ſerviceable under theſe circumſtances, &c. But 


Plutarch makes mention of this Egyptian cuſ- 
tom in his Book of Banguet des ſeps Sages, _ 


12 
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the moſt favourable means, and without which 
regimen will be nearly deſtitute of effect, conſiſt 
in aiding the action of the aliments by moderate 
exerciſe, in feſpiting a fresh air, and by woiding 
jv toe CO CEO” c 


Perſons, whoſe. impuiſancs- is cauſed by 
Rama; (the ordinary confequence of ſevere 
diſeaſes, cccafioned by an exceſs of pleafure) 
want medical advice; and it is alone to men of 
skill they muſt have recourſe. Among the 
means employed with ſucceſs, the moſt effica- 
cious, beyond diſpute, are Peruvian bark and 
the cold bath. The firſt of theſe remedies, 
ſays M. Tiſſot “, has been, ſince nearly an age, 
regarded as one of the moſt powerful ſtrength- 
ening and caltning means, independant of its 
febrifuge virtue. An exact and rational expe. 
rience of twenty centuries, has demonſtrated, 
that cold baths poſſeſs the ſame qualities. It 
muſt even be remarked, that they, like the air, 
have a peculiar advantage; which is, that their 
action depends leſs on the reaction, that is to 
ſay the powers, of Nature, than that of other 
remedies: theſe operate nearly alone on- the 


2 See Obs, art. II. ſect. X. | 
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living fibres; but the cold bath gives elaſticity 
even to thoſe which are dead. * 


Celebrated phyſicians attribute a conſider- 
able part of our maladies to the little uſe which 


we make of baths: at leaſt it is certain, that 


cold baths abundantly influence the conſtitution 


of men in thoſe countries where they are em- 
ployed. The Romans derived from thence 


that aſtonishing vigour, which rendered them 
ſo redoubtable. Nothing could arreſt their 


impetuoſity in the purſuit of an enemy: co: 
vered with ſweat, they were ſeen to ſpring into 


water, and traverſe rivers and ſtreams. - It 


would be eaſy to fortify a nation, by following 


the example of the ancients; but then the plan 
cannot be rendered ſucceſsful, without placing 
every citizen in a condition to uſe theſe baths, 
and providing that the expences do not exceed 
his ability. Precautions should likewiſe be 
taken againſt the dangers that might reſult there- 
from, All the Romans bathed, becauſe the 


expences did not exceed a farthing of our coin, 


In their baths were every kind of conveniency, 
and even libraries. If we compare ſuch eſta- 
bliskments to thoſe which exiſt among us, and 
that have ſome relation thereto....! In Au- 

| ouſt 
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ouſt 1757, more than a hundred perſons were 
counted, that Perished in the Seine *. 


The union of Peruvian bark and this cold 
bath is indicated by the parity of their virtues, 


as operating the ſame effects; and, combined; 


they cure diſeaſes which all other remedies 
ſerve only to aggravate. Fortifying, ſedative, 
and febrifugous, they replenish the exhauſted 


powers, diminish febrile and nervous heat, and: 


calm irregular movements produced by a ſpaſ- 
modie diſpoſition of the nervous kind. They 


remedy weakneſs of the ſtomach, and promptly 
diſſipate che attendant dolor. They reſtore 
the appetite ; facilitate digeſtion and nutrition; 
re-eſtablih all the ſecretions, and principally 


tranſpiration z which render them ſo efficacious 


in all catarrhal and cutaneous diſeaſes. In a 
om they remedy every malady cauſed by 


* There is reaſon to hope, when nee 
$hall ſo permit, that we, as well as the ancients, shall 
equally enjoy baths, For the remainder, the accis 


dents which reſult from the infrequency of theſe eſta- 


blishments in the houſe of every Citizen, are exceed- 
ingly rare, through the wiſe precautions of enlightened 


and beneficent Magiſtrates, that wake over the police 


of the capital. 
* N 4 imbecillity, 
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by indiſſoluble obſtructions, inflammation, ab · 
ſceſs, or internal ulcers; conditions that alone 
even neceſſarily, or nearly neceſſarily, exclude 
the cold bath, but that ein adit of the 
Peruvian bark. 


M. Tiſſot joins to his excellent precepts, 
obſervations that undeniably eſtablish their ſo- 
lidity, A young man: of a dilious tempera- 
ment, ſays he, from the age of ten years, being 
inſtructed in evil, (maſturbation) had always, 
after that time, corrupt and languishing caco- 


chym He was extremely thin, pale, weak, 


and dejected. I ordered him the cold bath, 
and a powder with the cream of tartar, file- 
duſt, and a little cinnamon, which he took three 
times a day, In leſs than ſix weeks, he ac - 
quired a ſtrength unknown to him before. | 


The uſe of ferruginous water -is recom- 
mended when, in impuiſſance, we muſt give 
tone and elaſticity to the ſolids. We employ 
the water of Forges, as alſo thoſe of Paſſy; 


and M. Tiſſot 2 to place much confidence 
in Spa- water. A great advantage of this 
water and the Peruvian bark is, ſays he, 


* thats 


imbecillity, provided the patient be not- attacked 
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© that, by its uſe, the milk conſumes*,” M. de 
la Mettrie has conſerved us a fine obſervation 
of Boerhave. This amiable Duke (I tranſ* 
© Jate word for word) had rendered himſelf in- 
© capable of marriage; but I again reſtored him 
« through the uſe of Spa water with milk f.” 


1 0 


It is not needful to be very preſſing, for 
the purpoſe, of demonſtrating the ſuccou:s- that 
may be derived from milk, when directed to 
repair a conſiderable loſs. Milk is an aliment 
the moſt ſimple, and the moſt facile to ailimi- 
lates. We ordinarily. make uſe of women's, 


* Skilful phyſicians preſcribe likewiſe to perſons 
whom milk incommodes, the chewing, for ſome time, 
a little Peruvian bark at noon, and a ſmall quantity of 
chubęrd at night, till the milk conſumes with facility, 
Bark gives ſtrength and tenſion to the tunicles of the 
canals that convey the chyle. Rhubarb produces 
the ſame effect, and carries away the ſuperfluity of 
the milk, beſore it accumulates and becomes ſour. 


I Amabilis ille Dus ſe poſuerat extra matri- 
monium ; ego illum repoſui intra, Supplement + 
POuvrage de Penelope. Sce likewiſe ) Onaniſme, 
Art. III. Sect. X. 97 

Milk is in uſe among all nations of the world; 
and furnished, during the firſt ages, the moſt common 
Aliment. 
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aſs's; goat's, and cow's milk. Either of theſe 
has its different qualities; and the diſeaſe which 
is to be combated, muſt alone determine the 
choice. Cow's milk appears to be very ſalu- 
tary under the circumſtances that make the 
object of this article; but we muſt, as far as 
poſſible, give the preference to that of women. 
This liquor is certainly the moſt natural and 
the moſt analagous to our bodies: we feel, in 
infancy, youth, and the infirmities of old age, 


its beneficial effects. — to ny Were eb 


Aen. Pliny, and * other hiſtorians, ſpeak of 
certain people who lived entirely on milk. In ſome 


quarters of the northern regions, we find ſeveral per- 


ſons that eat, during their whole lives, nothing but 
bread, butter, and cheeſe, and to whom milk ſerves in 
lieu of ſolid and liquid aliments. Galen makes men- 
tion of a man, that lived more than an hundred years, 
and who had nearly nouriched himſelf with milk 
alone, | 
Manner of treating the Diſeaſes of the Body 
and Spirit. Dr. Cheyne even propoſes'to reduce all 


men, when they have attained a certain age, to a lacteal 


dict, or a regimen of which milk forms the baſis. 
Another phyſician has written a treatiſe de facili Me- 
dicina; aud his ſecret of rendering medicine eaſy, is 
to employ milk as an univerſal remedy. 


there 
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there is ſcarcely any weakneſs in which this li. 
quor will not powerf 
would ſtill pr # 
praved, or weakened, by rank, — and bad 
aliments, which nurſes, and _ n in 
their en "oY 2 


* dende the milk of women to 8 
in whom this liquor muſt repait the powers, 
without its being permitted them to make a 
trial, M. Tiſſot fears an inconvenience that is of 
no leſs weight in the-circumſtances which are 
here mentioned. It is,” ſays he, that the 
© milk- muſt be immediately ſucked from the 


© breaſt-that furnishes it.. But will this 


© veſſel excite none of thoſe deſires which we 
ſeek to deaden; and should we not expoſe 
© ourſelves to a renewal of that adventure of 
© the Prince, which Capivaccio has conſerved 
in hiſtory? Two'wet-nurſes were allotted 
© to him, and their milk produced ſo good. an 
6 effet, that he placed them both in à con- 
dition, at the end of ſome months; to furnish 
* him with fresher milk, in caſe he should find 
it neceſſary,” This obfervation proves that. 
it is dangerous to let a man make uſe of wo- 
men's milk, whoſe eſſential intereſt it is to 


avoid 
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avoid the venereous act: but does it not like. 
wiſe prove, that it is a means adapted to diveſt 
man of the — Fe * TO by ex· 
treme relaxation ? fl 


5 * 
3 i - 


Pn the 1 of the — to 
a reſtitution of his decayed powers, when he 
makes uſe of women's milk, will be partieularly 
flacilitated, if the female be young and healthy. 
All living bodies tranſpire through innumerable 

pores, which we name exhalants ; and another 
kind of pores, in alſo a great quantity, pump 
and abſorb a part of the fluids that emanate 
from bodies neareſt to us. It is eaſy to con- 
ceive, that a weak perſon will experience ſome 
benefit, by inſpiring the germs of health, if I 
may ſo expreſs myſelf, which continually eſcape 
from an unaffected and vigorous body. It 
is in this manner, ſays M. Tiſſot, that we ex. 
plicate how the young damſel, that flept by 
David, communicated powers to that monarch ; 
how the ſame tentation, recommended to others 
yen in —_ has been found effectual; 


The ae to the obſervations of Sede A 
celebrated Italian phyſician, we loſe, from eight pounds 
of aliment, five, through inſeuſible perſpiration. 

and 
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who ſuſtain. a loſs without: receiving any thing 
in return 3 or, rather; wha: receive languid; 
corrupt, and putrid en oy are ex» 
sev me Ki ni ene ebe gil 
We ee ce this means, ex« 
plicate why certain perſons are frequently mar- 
ried to very healthy companions, who, by little 
and little, fall into decay. We ſee men, that 
have had fix or more wives, ina ſtate of good 
conſervation; while the females, inſenſibly al- 
tered, loſe entirely their ſound conſtitutions 
M. le Beau, in his Hiſtory of the Decline of 
the Roman Empire, relates the triumph of a 
husband over his wife, that afforded a fingular 
ſpectacle. Rome, ſays this hiſtorian, that, 'for 
a long time, had not been accuſtomed to be- 
hold triumphs, witneſſed one under the reign 
of Theodoſius, of a ſpecies entirely new, and 
likewiſe ſo frivolous as Rome itſelf was then 
become, in compariſon of what it had formerly f7 
been. | A citizen, having buried twenty wives, 
eſpouſed another, who had performed the fame 
for uy hon "The end of this 


* Ar, Ul. Set. VIII. 
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yew marriage was expected with impatience; 
even as the iſſue:of: a combat between two ce. 
lebrated wreſtlers. At length, the woman 
died; and the husband, with a crown on his 
head, and a palm in his hand, as vanquisher, 
conducted the funeral pomp, amidſt * accla- 
mations 1 an ne. en 

; i e 3 8 to n * "health of 
an unailing female, by placing her with a man 
whoſe pores exhale nothing but putrid and cor- 
rupt fluids: nevertheleſs, in a cafe of impuiſ- 
ſance cauſed ſimply. through weakneſs, we can- 
not ſuppoſe any great quantity of theſe infecti- 
ous fluids. Beſides, in this ſtate, tranſpiration 
is reduced to a mere nothing; we inſpire abund. 
antly more than we tranſpire, inſomuch that a 
ſenſible ſolace may be expected, and the perſon 
who affords it be enn of any . | 
cious «lf ect, 2220] | 


orient ce nf of ow 1 have 
e ſpoken, was perfectly acquainted with 
the ſalutary effects of this inoculative tranſpira- 
tion; while he permitted his patient to ſleep 
between thoſe two wet-nurſes: and it is pro- 
bable that the inſpiration of their expiràtion 
| contributed 
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contributed:greatly to the en me of 
his powers. 1 Noi 


Ad | 


$0 Abctler fk] contemporary of Ca- 
pivaccio, adviſed a young man, who was in a 
maraſmus, to uſe aſs's milk, and to ſleep with 
his nurſe, a woman that happened to be ex- 
tremely healthy, and in the prime of life. This 
expedient was attended with the deſired ſucceſs; 
nor was the method of cure diſcontinued, till 
the patient confeſſed that he . no 1 


o 
19 194 


2 n muſt likewiſe operate fs theſe 
circumſtances. * Simon Thomas was a great phy- 
* ſician of his time,” ſays Montagne. It occurs to 
* me, that I encountered him, one day, i in Toulouſe, 
at the houſe of a rich old man, who. laboured under 
a pulmonary complaint, and that we converſed on 
« the means of his cure; when he ſaid, that one was, 
to give me occaſion of enjoying his company: that 
« by fixing his eyes on the freshneſs of my counte- 
* nance, and contemplating that jollity and vigour, 
of which my adoleſcence gave abundant indications; 
* as alſo by replenishing all the ſenſes with that flou- 
* rishing ſtate in which I then found myſelf; his ha- 
* bitude might be amended. But he forgot to ſay,* 
continues Montagne, that mine would allo become 
* thereby diſeaſed.” Bock I. chap. XR. " 


reſiſt 


— 
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reſiſt the inclination which n 
abuſe 155 renovated powers. 


. to „ M Tidlat, A con- 
— an uſeful remedy, and prevent the attend. 


ant dangers in the blending of the ft xes. By 
means of this precaution, sbould we avoid 
every inconvenience? Such belief is worthy 
of an honourable man: but, through an ex- 
ceflive- depravation of morals, there are caſes 
wherein we zhould expoſe ourſelves nnr 


keeping the ſexes ame. 3 5. 


While we e to da impuiſince, 
ſuceeld is announced by a gradual augmen- 
ration of powers.” "The organs of digeſtion, 
and thoſe deſtined to ſeparate the ſpirituous 
and nourishing juices of the blood, exerciſing 
their functions with facility, all the parts, ſo to 
expreſs myſelf, again reſume a ſtate of health. 
Nevertheleſs, thoſe. which are adapted to the 
propagation of the ſpecies, recover their ſtrength 
much more flowly, and particularly if they are 
the cauſe of the diſorder which reigns in the 
machine. Sometimes, indeed, they never re 
cover, although the reſt. of the body ſeems ta 
have adtained its former ſoundneſs. In this 

8 caſe, 
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cate; according to the author of l'ONN ISM 


it may literally be ſaid, * _ FIR mem- 
nnn 9 Ps \N 
11 Gn e enn ö 
le ſo hs Ane kak 
with a courteſan;; that he was incapable of any 
act of virility: his ſtomach was likewiſe ex- 
tremely weakened; and the want of nutrition 
and ſleep had reduced him to à ſtate of great 
leanneſs. To cure this impuiſſunde, M. Tiſ- 
ſot employed the following method. In the 
mor ning, at ſix O clock, the patient took ſix 
ounces of Peruvian bark, to which was added 
a ſpoonful of Canaty wine: an hour afterwards 
he took ten ounces of goat's milk, juſt draw 
from the animal, with the addition of à little 
ſugar and an ounce of orünge flower water. 
He dined on a roaſted pullet, cold; bread, and 
a full glaſs of excellent Burgundy wine, with 
as much water. In the evening, at fix o'clock; 
he took a fecond doſe of bark: half an hour 
aſterwards, he went into the cold bath, remains 
ed there ten minutes, and from thence repaired 
to his bed. At. eight o'clock; the ſame quan- 
tity of milk was repeated; and he ſtaid up from 
nine till ten o clock. The effect of theſe re- 
medies was, ſays M. Tiſſot, that my patient, at 
VoL. I. | O the 
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be end of eight days, when I entered bis-chatn- 


ber, exclaimed with great joy, that he had again 


recovered the exterior ſigns of virility, to avail 

myſelf of the expreſſion of M. Buffon. In 
the oourſe of a month, he was e pee 
me In his n 1 


"ow wen: oy * "I — 8 
A0 that the man who becomes impuiſ- 
ſant through the force of imagination, needs 
not the ſuccours of à phyſician to obtain his 
cure; except, perhaps, in the caſe of the Ve. 
netian nobleman, whoſe hiſtary has been pre- 
viouſly related. Tranquility, and calmneſs 
of the paſſions, are ſufficient to operate the cure 
of accidental and :trdy/itery impuiſſance, that 
. originates in troubled and agitated ſpirits. Im- 
puiſſance occaſioned by the weakneſs which 
follows ſevere diſeaſes, or. always dangerous 
exceſſes, demand the ſaccouts of art, in the 
manner which: has been ſeen; and theſe ſuc. 
cours: mult be given by a phyſician, who, hav- 
ing ſtadied the nature of the diſeaſe, quickly 
diſcovers the often concealed cauſe of aecidental 
impuiſſance, that will be no other wiſe than 
tranſitory, if the patient mn to what * 
be preſeribed — 27 

| That 


> TS 7 as: 


That impuiſſince which ſucceeds a ſevere 
diſeaſe, is more eaſy of cure, than that 1— 
cbeding from the exceſſes of debauchery; and 
pethaps, it will not be inutile to explain wp 
reaſon." A man, in convaleſcenee, after a long 
illneſs, that was not the fruit of venereal exceſs, 
3s'not more affected in the organs that ſerve to 
generation, than the other parts of his body: 
they re obtain theit vigour by little and little; 


and ſuch of thoſe parts that characteriſe the 


man, do not announce power, till the others 
exerciſe their functions. The animal economy 


 tepairs its deficiencies with a ſort of gradation 
which, nearly in the ſame time, diſſipates the 
languor of the organs: thoſe” of generation do 
not announce bealth, than when the ſtomach 
digeſts Ach facility; from whence the tritura - 


tion of the thyle follows, and thus may give à 


— * or ſupplying all the ee e ; 


Calgon” which e in Jobitichery/ 
neceſſarily ſuppoſe an individual that is carried 


With force towards pleaſure; and, for this rea. 


ſon, the cure becomes extremely difficult. We 
shall ſee, in a ſucceeding Chapter, that thoſe 
fluids which proceed from the blood, are in no 


wu more precious than the ſeminal liquor; 


9 and 
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and that, conſequetitly,. venereous exeeſſes are 


moſt dargerous, when they, in a little tie, 


exhauſt the powers . We muſt further ſup- 
poſe, in a man that has reduced himſelf hy too 
many repeated acts of debauchery, à laſcivious 
imagination, that will oppoſe his cure. We 
have ſern men, attacked by verereous diſeaſes, 
that could never obtain a cure, Becauſe; in the 
middle of the 'remedies adminiſtered to them, 
they reſorted to the ſame debaucheries, from 
whence: their complaints were derived. So, 
very nearly, is it with — 4c 
originates in exceſſive libertiniſm. Wdile art 
is bufied to repait their ſtrength, en 
collections inſlame the imagination: They ſtrive 
to give the Aenſes emotion — yet too weak to 
- anſver their purpoſe—by: obſeene is: they 
;are' ſituated: like thoſe young perſons: wha de 
fore the age of puberty, force Nature by 
violent irritations, and through which the organs 
are upfit for enjoyment at the epoch marked 
for the phyſical! perfection of the individual; 
that is to ſay, at an age when man muſt* e 
-to in 5 ee 1930 911995 BAY arr: 


wh 
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dee Chap. m. . & w. bin 
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le 


H The ſmpuiſſance which I have named 4%. 


of conformation, muſt be regarded as ineurable. 
A man, in reality deprived of any one of the 
eſſential parts for proceeding to generation, is 
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lute, when it principally depends on the vice 


thereto incapable, and will always remain ſo- 


There are ſome defects ſuſceptible of correction, 
and which I shall elſe where examine ; but they 
muſt ſolely relate to the conformation of the 
exterior parts. Thoſe muſt neceſſarily be in 
exiſtence; as, ſor example, nothing can ſupply 
the want of the teſticles; nor the organ de- 
ſtined to tranſmit the ſeminal liquor in the place 
en by 'Nature for wee 37 l 


11 3 


2 bot is, abverideles; Cufficiencly common wx 


he men fall into impuiſſance; who ſuffer no 


deficiency, except that of good ſenſes - I glance 
at thoſe who believe | that «witchoraft can in- 
fluence them; a prepoſſeſſion that, though now 
leſs general, has yet place among mankind. 
It would be inutile to heap together an infinity. 
of citations, for demonſtrating the ignorance 
and falſity of thoſe that arrogate to themſelves. 
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ſelling but a little knowledge, mankind; will 
readily allow, that it is wholly impoſſible to ren». 
der a perſon: impuiſſant, through the virtue of 
| certain myſterious ſpeeches, or ridiculous cere. 


monies, employed e er 
REY Ac not £103, 


unable to 3 their marriage; and it is 
certain they were bewitched, becauſe they had 
been menaced. Ahl fee the cauſe of their 
impuiſſance! By recurring to the hiſtory of 
the young man, cited in the Chapter where I 
have treated on the remedies eſteemed capable 
of extinguishing the temperament; and by con · 
necting to that obſer vation all others of the 
ſame kind; we shall ſee, that the menace to 
render impuiſſant a man whoſe intellects are 
weak, is ſufficient to bind his powers g that, by 
averring to this man, and which he ſolely ima - 
gines, that be has intereſted enemies, who op- 
poſe his pleaſures, he will quickly be unable to 
enjoy them. The: pretended 2yers f the cod- 
Piece are more common in champaign countries 
than other places, becauſe the people there are 
„ ſingularly credulous; and that the fictitious 
hiſtories of ſorcerers are not combated, as in 


© is 
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cities,” — ee their 
ooh | 


a, 
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emed. 4 - 5 TH | IF 
It may: be ad, that Fans ee n 
credit 10 malefice, which rebdered 1 mam - 


puiſſant: the thing will not appear aſtonishing 
to thoſe who know with what facility error 
was introduced in the times of darkneſs, when 
the people were plunged into the moſt profound 
ignorance; and, always prepared to receive with 
avidity the marvellous, they admired the fables 
ſerved up to them by empirics f. If we per- 

Ha ach ag wn g do dd d' Mort 
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_ | * Tonce ſaw, at 2 village in Picardy, 2 fountain 
encircled with three trees, each charged with: myſte · 
rjous ligatures, and made of diſſerent matters. 1 
was told that theſe were ſo many Jorts of witchcrafts 
that had been praiſed on the unfortunate; and they 
shewed me the tree on which was depoſited the 
bree of the impuiſſent. In vain did I exhort ſeveral 
perſons to hew down thefs trees; I was obliged to 
content myſelf with deſtroying all the ſigns of puiſſance 
which a shepherd of this diſtrict exerciſed on the men 
of his village. My ME SATIN ene or 

| admiration! | 


| 4 The Emperor Nero being unable to enjoy a 
female for whom he had a moſt ardeut deſire, com- 
941 04 plained 
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uſe the relations of travellers,” it will be ſeen 
that there is ſcarcely any diſcovered people who do 
not believe in ſupernatural means, more or leſs 
What concluſion is to be drawn from thence ? 
That impoſture has had place in all countries; 
that it originated in the credulity of the peo» 
ple; and that the intereſted have intimidated 
mankind, to render apa in- RY end, ſubſer- 
went to their Wen 


"= the Fa We wage be f fruitleſs to 
8 cure of a man on the principles 
of reaſon alone, who believes that bis is impuiſ- 
ſance aroſe from ſupernatural cauſes. Thoſe who 
think themſelves bewitched, are —— men 
with whom we cannot reaſon. What can be 


oppoſed to an impuiſſent patient, who ſays to 


you: My enemies have employed againſt me 
* a thouſand defiles and groſs paſſages, and 


© brought on the night in which they rail at 


plained that the magical charms were. too tightly faſt- 
ened. Shall we not rather chuſe to believe, that a 
tyrant, purſued by his crimes, and impoverished by 
debauchery, was naturally become impuiſſant, than to 


admit, for it, ſupernatural means ? — Some words! 
Some characters! | 


© me: 


_— 


© me; theſe: plants have been ſewed up in linen 
with ia needle that has made winding sheets 
for the dead. They have, moreover, | uſed. 
characters written with the blood of a hat: 
© they have formed three knots in a magical 
© charm of three colours, &c. Shall the man 
of ſound underſtanding undertake a perſuaſive: 
diſcourſe to demonſtrate that theſe abſurdicies 
have no kind of influence on the vigour of an 
individual? He would fcarcely” be heard. 
Virtuous women will take poſſeſſion of their 
ſpouſes; and, with them, counter undermine 
the ſorcerers, by employing the fat of a black 
dog, and ſuſpending to the bed · poſts of married 
perſons the teſt cies of the cock, throwing over 
half the chamber French beans cut in pieces, 
&. See how error ET icſelf ING 
men, in ſpite of us! 


Venette N das left an obſervation, that 
proves how greatly imagination may operate on 
the organs deſtined to multiply our ſpecies. 
He had menaced a cooper with the Enotty 
charm, when he married; and the poor man 
was in conſequence ſo much terrified, that he 
could not. approach his wife during a whole 
month. Sometimes, ſays Venette, he felt a 

. great 


a — 
great deſire to embrace her tenderly; but when 
he would execute his purpoſed reſolution, he 
wund himſcif impuiſfat; ſo ſtrongly; on thoſe 
occaſions, was his imagination embarraſſed by 
the idea of ſorcerñ. The circumſtances of 
this accidental impuiſſanee. may de: Sen in that 
phyſician's Work *,- with comments on the beſt 
ee neee 5 r dle 
8 1 15 
Montagne, in nearly the ame eee 
2 enough to cure à country no- 
bleman of momentary impuiſſance, whoſe. weak. 
neſs of mind had great influence on the phy- 
ſical diſpoſition, at that critical moment when a 
e en eee ne N 


A dannen * the n who ſes the 
ſubjeR of this obſervation, an old lui fearful 
of ſorcery, to avail myſelf of the expreſſions of 
Montagne, gave bim to underſtand: her-appre- 
herfions that conſorts were ſubjected to witcheraft. 
© Fortunately, I had in my coffers, ſays this 
author, a certain ſmall piece of gold.... on 
1 * were: TR ſome. 4 res, 
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© and for: removing the head-ach, by laying it, 
© to: the appointed place, on the part affected 
5 foolish reverie, nearly related to thoſe 
© of which we ſpeak. I reſolved to take an 
advantage thereof; and ſaid to the Count, 
© that he should try his fortune like others, 
+ ſome perſons being there to preſent him with 
* a fair-one, but that he muſt bardily retire to 
bed. I would play him a friendly: trick; 
and, to promote his welfare, avail myſelf of a 
© miracle; that was in my power... Alone 
© ghould he, while ſerved with a reveilion -a 
* collation between ſupper and bed - time give 
„ me a token if he found himſelf diſordered. 
© His, foul and bis ears had been ſo ſtrongly- 
c affected, that, through the troubles: of his 
imagination, he felt himſelf incompetent, and 
© accordingly gave me a ſign at the appointed 
hour. I then whiſpered him in the ear, 
© that he muſt ariſe. and put on my night. 
© gowns till he had executed my preſcription. 


This was, that, when we were retired; he 
should turn aſide, and make water; uttering, 


in the mean time, certain words thrice, and 
* to be accompanied with certain motions ... 
After ſome other ceremonies, Montagne re- 
; commended 


* 
50 
8 
0 
V4 


= £2 Þ>- 


commended: his friend to gird himſelf with the 
ſtring pendant to the medal, ſo -adapting it as 


juſt to encirele the parts which we name evi. 


vigour or impuiſſance of the man. This 
© being: done, continues our author, I told 
the Count to return back to his poſt, and by 
no means forget to throw my night-gown on 
© bis bed, ſo that it might cover them both. . ; . 
© The apish tricks were the principal expe. 
dient: for our. ideas, incapable of diſintangle. 
ment, admit of weight and conſequence to 


means, however ſtrange, derived from ſome ab. 


e ſtruſe ſciences; and their inanity proeures them 


6 reverence. In fine, it was certain that my 


© characters pointed more to Venus than the 


Sun, eee ee 
© than 04240568 hawk | 


| "Theſe _ hiſtories prove, inks if a man 
cannot conſummate. his marriage, and the im- 
puiſſance has its ſource in imagination, it is to 
be cured with facility, provided we can obtain 
the patient's confidence.” 1. is lamentable to 


eee, Vol. I. . 
a „ cent > 90105. be 


'be; under; the heceſſity uf having recourls th 
artifice; foriffhting this purpaſe: but there 18 
no other emed in theſe! circumſtances; or 
uſt reſolve i to: ſee conſotts languishg wither, 
and conſume; in the expectation of a! pleaſurè 
which they ſuppoſe is interdicted by a ſuper- 
natural powgrns Ao edſoronom 207 2997795 
i Ponte yo 10 OH, bold od 02 bamoiu9 
It would be inutile to diſabuſe, all at once, 
thoſe weak men that are unfortunately too 
mucb perſuaded of the power of pretended 
magicians over them; id will be more adviſe- 
able to humour their madneſs to a certain 
degree, after the ſame manner as is proved in 
the laſt obſer vation. The King of Boutan, 
ſays a celebrated writer, wanted, one day, to 
be blooded. A Gaſcon ſurgeon, arrived at 
that prince's Court in one of the French Eaſt 
India Company's ships, was named to take off 
five ounces of this precious fluid, The Aſtro» 
nomer of the diſtri& cried, that the King's life 
would be unſafe, if he ſuffered himſelf to be bled 
in the then ſtate of the heavens. The Gaſcon 
might have anſwered him, that the buſineſs 
then in hand related ſolely to the ſtate of the 
king of Boutan; but he prudently waited ſome 
minutes, when, referring to his watch, he ſaid 
AL _ 
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do the ;Almoner: »'* You are  groat man 
the King would have died, if he had been 
£5 bled in the inſtant whereof:yoy ſpoxe: but the 
< heaven is changed dino tliat time; and fee 
now the | favourable moment! The Al. 
moner uſſeuted; the King was cured; ufd, by 
degrees, the monarchs of that ere 
cuſtomed to be bled whenever they deemed it 
aecoſlirys: 1 nor gl ee es 1 
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| , K a wer mt, 5 na x. pour fait Cimpuiſſance, 
es 


"Trains au fond bois un Cit) à T Audience. hy 
Et jamais Juge entrieux orfohnant le en 


Y 20 Fin 5% —— 
DR lw ur Hl gest * 
Complaints of impuiſſance galnſt che Harte 
No Judge, in Congreſe there, fo much u fool, 


. L 


No perſon is ignorant, that the 


infamous uſage, which conſiſted in eompel- 
ling a married man to render the conjugal de- 


voirs to his bride, ſurrounded by ſeveral wits 
neſſes, for the purpoſe of Aullifying himſelf on 


| * An mien influ or acerining rity 


or impotence. 
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accuſation of impuiſſance, ſubſiſted about 


the end of the laſt century. It is aſtonishing, 
how far mank ind were then pre · poſſeſſed in 


favour of the ſole admiſſibility of this proof, 
for eſtablishing, irrevocably, the phyſical attri- 
butes of a man; while experience has demon- 
ſtrated, on the contrary, that nothing could be 
leſs certain than the Congreſs, for diſcovering 
the truth. A woman, to find occaſion of di- 


: vorce, had only to accuſe her husband of im- 


püiſſance; and this odious proof was command. 
ed, wherein, of a thouſand men, one might, 
perhaps, came off victorious. If, indeed, as 
I. Hate elſewhere obſer ved, the union of the 
ſexes ſuppoſes an union of hearts, hom can we 
believe that two contorts, the one hardily de- 
manding a — — which produces, in the 
other, deſpair, hatred; and horror however 
vigorous the latter 0 be— can conſummate 
the moſt ſacred act of Nature, environed by 
attentive witneſſes, whoſe curious and up- 
braiding remarks muſt ae them in anx- 
Jety, and ane 


3 "7 2 & we 
C4 te > / en #3 : 
* 


7 "Is impuiſlnce we may poet TOY as 1 
have obſerved in the preceding Chapter, the 
Nate of a man in capable of diſcharging the con- 

Nee Jugal 
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jugal duties: but we bave: divided this ſtate - 
into abſolute or habitual, and accidental ur tran» 
ſitory impuiſſancg. In the one or the other 
cafe, the Congreſs was commanded. It is eaſy 

to perceive, that it would be inutile in abſolute 

or habitual incapacity; and that, in the kind | 
which is no other than tranſitory, the publicity 
given to the Congfeſs muſt neceſſarily augment. | 
the diſorder af imagination, and e the or- | 
mann rear 3 

M14 3804 gt s 

"EX: a woman complained to | Ain: that 
her husband was not capable of performing 
family duty, Cexprefſions - of which parties 
availed themſelves under theft: circumſtances) | 
an examination was commanded: if the: report 2 
of the phyſicians, ſurgeons, and matrons, com- | / 


prehended, that the parties were in a good ſtate | 
of nature, they then convoked the Congreſs, 
to diſcover what obſtacle divided the man and | 
the woman: if, on the contrary, the organs | | Rh 
tranſgreſſed in any particular, the act was equally 1 
ordered before witneſſes; ſo that, whatever = 
cauſe produced impuilſance, the Congreſs | 
was admitted, as the moſt certain proof of the | 
capacity or incapacity of the man. This in- | | 
famous act was equally preſcribed, when the ; 1 
Vol. I. P woman, | | 
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which I shall elſewhere notice“, preſented an ob. 
ſtacle to the conſummation of the marriage, by a 
membrane contrary to nature, which ſometimes 
oppoſes the ne, of the man's' ew 
mn 


Could 1 n women, as ne fays 95 have 
implanted it in the idea of the Judges to com- 
mand men, through a ſentence f Court; that 
they should 06e n in what she holds the 
moſt facred * 

Or rather, as ſome pretend, could this 
monſtrous error have been brought into repute 
by a vain and indiſcreet curioſity, to which 
the human underſtanding permitted itſelf to be 
carried, with the deſign of extending its know- 
ledge, and for ſubmitting to our ſenſes the mi. 
racle of- n 12” 2 | 


See Cliuprer VII. on the ſubje& of Virginity. 
; + See Book XXVII. of Pare's Works. Chap. II. 
$ CU Amour Conjugal, Part IV. chap. I. art. III. 


See the Code Matrimonial, Cc. Part I. art CoN- 
GREss. 


Let 
7 


dn E Toes. © 21 


Let us not ſearch into the origin of this 
infamous cuſtom, which was abolished by the 
Parliament of Paris; but rather unfold the af. 
fair which occaſioned the "decree of that Aſ- 
ſembly. We love to ſee the motives, that de- 
termine mankind to shake we the a of er- 
ror or 1 5 5 


April 2, 1600 Meflire Rene de cem 
Chevalier; Marquis de Langey, aged 25 years, 
eſpouſed” Damoiſelle Marie de Saint Simon de 
Courtomer, who was about thirteen or fourteen 
years old. The commencement of this mar- 
riage was fortunate. In the husband's ab- 
ſence, his lady shewed, by her letters, the im. 
patience with which she awaited his return; 
and she always wrote to him with a tender af - 
fection, that ſeemed to reflect honour on eon · 
jugal ſociety. 


This perlec intelligence continued duly 
four entire years; that is to ſay, till the year 
1657, when the Dame de Langey accuſed her 
husband of impuiſſance. She brought. her 
plaint before the Lieutenant Civil of the Chas 
telet, who named a jury to examine the par- 
ties. The jury made their ſearch, and declared, 
, ; Þ 2 in 


in their report, that they had found both the 
one and the other in that ſtate which- became 
mon, to in validate this report, pretended , that, 
if she was no maid, it aroſe from the brutal 
enterpriſes of an impuiſſant, and the efforts of 
a luſt equally ſterile and furious, that omits no- 
thing to ſatisfy itſelf, The Marquis de Lan- 
gey, piqued at this reproach,” demanded the 
Congreſs, and which the Judge ordered. The 
Damoiſelle de St. Simon gave in an appeal from 
ang but it was nN * Wenn 


{$4 þ e 


- To execute hs buſineſs i in Regs houſe 
was choſen belonging to à perſon. named J urpin, 
the, maſter of a bath, Five phyſicians, five 
ſurgeons, and five midwives, attended there on 
the occaſion*; and the reſult having been diſ- 
advantageous to the Marquis de Langey, his 


We should violate the laws of modeſty, by 

ring. into a certain detail reſpecting the ſcrupu- 
lous inſpection, to which the parties were ſubjected 
on the part of the examinators. The ſeparate viſits 
made to the man and tlie woman, as practiſed at pre- 
ſent, offer no more thoſe revolting obſtenities, with 
which phyſiciaus, ſurgeons, and midwives," loaded 
* their reports, aſter * execution of the Congreſs. 


marriage 
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marriage was declared null by an arret of the 
8th of February 1659, that condemned him to 
return the marriage portion, & c. forbidding him 
alſo to contract any other marriage, and per · 
mitting the Damoiſelle de St. Simon to direct 
her inclinations in any other manner, as sbe 
might find good and adviſeable, being 1 
at Be to ores: a — ene . 


| Mis . after this ene wwe W 
de Langey made his proteſtation before two 
Notaries, declaring chat he did not acknowledge 
himſelf impuiſſant; and that, notwithſtanding; 
the prohibition to marry, he should conclude 
another contract of that nature, in.ſuch manner, 
and at men as he eee Ces) 


\ 

The Dino Je st. nen W 2 mar- 
riage with Meſſire Pierre de Caumont, Marquis 
de Boeſle; and three n were the * 
of chis engagement. 20 rl 


In the mean due is Aiden de Langey 
married with Demoiſelle Diane de Montault de 
Navaille; and the conſequence of this marriage 
was, the birth of ſeven children. 


Fs In 


1 


not belong to my object. 
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In 1670, the Marquiſe de Boeſle died, after 
having made a teſtament before a Notary, com. 
prehending this clauſe. ¶ The teſtatrix deſires 


© that the undecided proceſs between her and 


© Meflire Rene de Cordouan, Marquis de Lan. 
© gey, be ended by accommodation“; and she 


wills that the rule, according to the advice of 


6 M. Caillard, Advocate of the Parliament, to 


- © whom she has declared her wishes, be follow. 


ed and executed, point for point, without in- 
< fringing the ſame under any pretext what - 
© ſoever.” Caillard died in 1673, . ** 
affair entirely undetermined. 


In the contentions which followed the 
death of the Marquiſe de Boeſle, between the 
Marquis de Langey and the Marquis de Boeſle, 
for deciding the lot of the children belonging to 
the former; through which delicate circumſtan- 


ces the Judges were plunged into a ſtrange em- 


barraſ ment; it was advanced, that the orders 


* I chall not give a detail of the proceſs which 
kept the Marquis de Langey and the Marquiſe de 
Botfle divided, after their ſeparation. It may well 
be imagined, that the birth of the children proceeding 
from theſe marriages, occaſioned many incidents, that 


\ 
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left by the deceaſed Marquiſe de Boeſle, clearly 
thewed, that the had' impoſed on ' Fuſtice, when, 
in 1659, ne permitted her marriage to be an. 
1 ; 


The public Adminiſtrations profited by this 
occaſion, to demand the abolition of the inutile 
and infamous proof of the Congreſs. In con- 
ſequence of which, by an arret of February 18, 
1767, the Court, doing right to the demand of 
the King's Attorney General *, forbade all Fudges, 
and even Officialties, thericeforth to ee. the 
| me of a in conjugal n ed dt 


9 M. de 5 | 
ft This infamous cuſtom had, ſeveral times bs 
fore, raiſed the indignation of enlightened- civilians. 
Anne Robert, one of the moſt celebrated adyocates of 
his time, undertook, one day, while pleading in a 
| cauſe of impuiſſance, that had been carried by appeal 
before the Parliament of Paris, without any fear for 
_ the diſpleaſure of that famous Aſſembly, to repreſent 
with abundant licence the abomination of the Con- 
greſs, and the viſit which they had ordered. In a 
book, whoſe dedication the far-famed Achille de Hays 
lai accepted, the horror of this abuſe is depicted with 
infinite force. See les Anecdotes de Dc Part L 
Anecdote . | 
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I I shall-pteſeat ſome of the motives thut 
ceciſioned this wir wont _ r e 
M. de Lamoignoun. 


Under whatever point of v view we behold 
the Congreſs, the name of which cannot be 
pronounced without a blush, ener in Pro: 
n ay wings: to de e 5 


of 
bl 

1 

* 

| 

1 


' 1 N This chameful 8 is new, ——_ 
k known, in civil and canonical: rights. The 
civil law decides accuſations of impuiſſance by 
the triennium, or à cohabitation during three 
years f, The canonical privilege, required 
the affirmation of the e with n m ſes 


* ſt ſeems, diy to Venette, that the hi 
greſs was in uſe before the time of Juſtinian, (about 
the fifth century). This Emperor abolished it, as 
oppolite to the purity of the Cen religion. | 


| + Juſtinian commanded, that a man might be re- 
* and the woman recover her marriage · portion, 
if he failed to conſummate his nuptials within two 
years. He afterwards altered his law, and gave the 
poor unfortunate three years. But, ſays M. de Mon- 
teſquieu, in a parallel caſe, two years are as =” as 
three, and three are no better than two. po 


* 


ven 


ven relations; and, in the laſt extremity; an in- 
ſpection of the perſons. The laws demand 

othing more, and ſpeak not, in any manner, 
of the Congreſs. Why, then shall we ſuffer 
it, under pretext of a fantaſtical and ineonſider- 
ate cuſtom, that alone derived its origin from 
fury, effrontery, and a ſpecies of phrenſy cauſed 
by deſpair ? It is in this ſtrain that all the 
authors ſpeak, who have treated on the mat- 
ter; as, Vincent Tagereau, Peleus, Anne Ro- 
bert, and principally Antoine Hotman; a famous 
Advocate of the Parliament of Paris, at the 
end of the ſixteenth” century, who aſſures us 
that this infamous practiee was only eftablished 
four years before the time when he wrote. Tt 
has always been unknown to other nations“; 
how, then, could it have been introduced into 
France? How could men place next to a 
code of ſacred and judicious laws, a cuſtom ſo 
contrary to good morals, and even truth? ' 


2., This monſtrous error was brought into 
repute. by a vain and indiſcreet curioſity, to 
which human wiſdom: permits itſelf to be car- 
ried, It, will 8 8 forth its Spy ane 


— 


* Se the e Note page 256 
and, 
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and, ſo to ſpeak,: overpower Nature in the 
n where * lies nem | 2 


W | The ne is. not o a . 
tentative in itſelf, but, moreover, uncertain in 
its effects. The action, which it has for its 
object, will not be commanded *; and is no 
ſlaye to the edict of the Pretor: it is eſſen- 
tially free, capricious, an enemy of broad day, 
of witneſſes, and of thoſe many controulers, 
whoſe view is ſufficient to diſcompoſe the 
verity of its operations: it ſeeks darkneſs and 
ſecreſy, the intelligence of two perſons, and 
the concert of two ſouls in perfect uniſon. If, 
on this occaſion, men were found hardy enough 


On what foundation, then, ſays M. da Buffon, 
do theſe laws reſt, ſo little conſidered in principle, 
and ſo dishoneſtly carried into execution? How 
can the Congreſs be commanded by men, that ought 
to know themſelves, and to be conſcious that nothing 
depends leſs on them than the action of thoſe parts; 
by men, who cannot be ignorant that every emotion 
of the ſoul, and principally shame, is contrary to this 
ſtate, and that alone the publicity and the preparation 
attending this proof was more than ſufficient to deſtroy 
the probability of ſucceſs? Hit. Nat. tome IV. 


to 
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to diſregard every thing before ſpectators, who 
were appointed to view them; nor who feared 
the ſun by which they were lighted; it was 
certainly through the aid of falſe reaſon, and 
a ſpecies of philoſophy that has retained the 
name of cynical, for marking to us the . irregu-. 
larity of its. maxims, that are alſo as pernicious 
as thoſe which. men would authoriſe by the 
Congreſs. This infamous uſage muſt. always 
diſconcert every man, who polleſſes any re- 
mains of decorum and modeſty ;. and husbands 
the moſt puiſſant, in a ſtate. of liberty wherein 
Nature ſuffers no conſtraint, would frequently 
ſink under a trial, as humiliating for humanity 
as contrary to reaſon and every ſentiment which 
is inſeparably connected with virtue, The 
preſent cauſe furnishes a clear example in the. 
perſon of the Marquis de Langey. Perſuaded 
of his powers, of which he had an internal 
conviction, that nobleman demanded the Con- 
greſs himſelf; he failed; his marriage was do- 
clared null; and he was prohibited from con- 
tracting another. He proteſted againſt that 
interdiction; re-married *; and became the father 


* The Marquis de Langey met with no obſtacles 
iu contracting a ſecond marriage; becauſe, having 
- preſented 


of ſeven children, while the virtue of their 
mother was placed beyond all ſuſpicion. What 
an embarraſsment for the Court! What per. 
plexity aroſe in the minds of the Magiſtrates! 
What abyſses and precipices did the firſt ſtep 
not prepare, by a ſeries of events, that ſeemed, 
nevertheleſs, to be regulated by reaſon and 
verity! The children of the Marquis de 
Boeſle, and thoſe of the Marquis de Langey, 
are all, conſidered in a certain point of view, 
no other than baſtards and adulterines; and, 
under another, they are a legitimate offspring, 
entitled to the rights, the 8 and * _ 
"PER of 1 | | 


4. The ring example which this cauſe 
expoſed to the eyes of the public, diſcovered 
the impoſture of the Congreſs, and exhibited, 
in clear day, the nearly incredible conſequences 
which that inſticution 1 was capable of dragging 


preſented himſelf as Windes profeſſion of the nts 
religion, and this religion regarding the ſecond con- 
tract performed by the Marquiſe de- Boëſle as adul- 
terous, and as a breaking of her firſt marriage with 
the Marquis de Langey, his forming a new alliance 
was conformable to the Jparine. . that religion which 


he profeſſed. 
after 
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n The Officials have imagined, that 
ſumple examination of the husband and wife 
was no ſufſeient proof, unleſs they were after- 
wards compelledo to conſummate” the marriage 


in preſence bo DI ande Various: other 
witneſſes. dW. Did bie „ B01 


But, if | thay had properly weighed the ſen. 
timents of Hinemar, archbishap of Rheims, 
who, in his time, was one of the moſt enlight- 
ened characters belonging to the French Church. 
far from practiſing this new manner to aſcertain 
impuiſſance, they would even have taken no 
cognizance of theſe cauſes, whoſe object ſb 
little accorded with the decency of their office. 
What is there, indeed, ſaid this Prelate, more 
repugnant to ſacerdotal holineſs, than theſe im- 
pure and shameſul queſtions, wherein are can- 
vaſſed all the moſt ſecret matters that occur 
between husband and wife? It is not enough 
that a prieſt has the heart pure; his ears muſt 
muſt likewiſe be chaſte: and how can he have 
knowledge of matters, reſpecting which his duty 
requires ignorance? We alſo ſee, by all the 
lavs of the Chriſtian Emperors, that theſe diſ- 
putes were formerly never brought before the 
Eccleſiaſtical Judges; and though they have 
| | been 


— 
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been agitated in ſome convocations, the ſame 
convocations, however partly compoſed of ſe- 
culars, often declared that they would not take 
cognizance of all marriage cauſes, but refer 
them ad nobiles laicos; prineipalty when they 
had queſtions laid before them. which N 
the en. 
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wh We have. handed Gen, in good 
earn the odious name Congreſs from all the 
tribunals; a name which cannot be pronounced 
without ſome degree of horror, and that never 
ought to proceed from the mouth of eceleſiaſtics. 
This cuſtom was for ever abolished; a cuſtom ſo 
uncertain in its proofs, and that, ſo far from 
being approved by the Law and the Canons, 
is entirely oppoſite thereto! a cuſtom, barbarous 
in itſelf, whoſe ſole idea pollutes the imagina 
tion, wounds the reſpect which is due to juſtice, 
offends the chaſtity of our religion, violates all 
the laws of modeſty, degrades” the ſanQity of 
marriage, dishonours - humanity, and reduces 
man to a condition lower than that of” the 
brutes *, | 


Extract from the article ConcRsss, in the 
Code Matrimonial, by M. Leridant. N lis 
| After 
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After having"peruſed this, is there not * 
cauſe for aſtonishment' when we find the fol: 
lowing addition made to the Tableau de I Amout 
Conjugal, reviſed, corrected, and augmented, as 
ak at t London 1763? : 


39 Iti is no point,“ ſays the corrector of Ve. 
nette, in ſpeaking of the Congreſs; © it is no 
point contrary to modeſty, in conforming 
© ourſelves' to what the laws ordain, that reli - 
gion permits, and that is authoriſed by cu- 
6 ſtom. Thus, it is not shamefül for a man 
© to exhibit the ſigns of puiſſance, nor the 
© obliging a woman, after like manner, to let 
© herſelf be ſeen .. The idea which we 
© figure of the Congreſs, augments its horror: 
We believe that the married pair are expoſed 
© to this trial in the preſence of witneſſes: 
© See here, however, the mode practiſed by 
© the Congreſs. — The man and the woman 
© find themſelves in a cloſely shut bed; though 
© midwives ſtay. in the chamber, to ſerve as 
* witneſſes ... but, except this, all occurs be- 
* tween four curtains When a ſufficient 
time has expired... . the woman is examined 
* by the matrons, in order, conſiſtently with 
© the rules of their art, to reconnoitre the 

© yeltiges 
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5 yeſtiges of conſummation, if it has. taken 
place. Thus are all procedures on this ſub · 
( ject, dat only permitted, but even e 
* ed, erer deere T5" 

If this paſſage W refutation; and if I 
had not, impoſed on myſelf a law to ſpare the 
blushes of my readers; I could adduce ſeveral 
circumſtances, relating to ſome of - theſe abo- 
minable proofs, which the liberty of this age 
has permitted many ſurgeons to depoſit in their 
writings. It would then be ſeen, whether the phy- 
ſicians, the ſurgeons, and, above all, the matrons, 
were always exactly ſeparated from the man 
and the woman, whoſe approaches it was their 
duty to inſpe&! We should ſee a celebrated 
accouckeur ſtruggling againſt a midwife, who, 
on obſerving the fruitleſs, efforts of a husband, 
would, by an exceſſive zeal, abſolutely: put it 
out. of his power ever to deceive a female. In 
fine, we should ſee horrors which ought to be 
buried in oblivion, .. For the ; remainder, Ve- 
nette forcibly laments thoſe reaſons that intro · 
duced the Congreſs. But why did the perſon 
who reyiſcd the Work of that Phyſician, place 
therein the abſurd addition which we have 

copied? An addition that formally contra - 
| | .. 
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dicts what precedes and follows. it; and the in- 


conſequence whereof j is, perhaps, the leaſt re. 
te 


The ancients were "ory 8 to * ad. 
miſſion of the infamous uſage of a Congreſs, 
notwithſtanding all with which we have to re- 
proach them. In the midſt of the debauches 
to which the people reſigned themſelves, at 
thoſe periods when morality began to decline, 
we ſtill recogniſe the reſpe& that was impoſed 
on conjugal engagements. It could not have 
been in the time-of Cato, that the Romans 
admitted the Act which concealed the shame 
of unſortunate ſpouſes. the ſevere Cato, 
who deprived a Senator of his dignity for hav- 
ing embraced his wife in preſence of his daugh- 
ter?! The Romans did not permit a new. 
married man to approach his bride, the firſt 
time, except in the midſt of darkneſs, that 
young conſorts might learn the decency which 
should reign even in legitimate pleaſures t. 
Pythagoras recommended to his fello w- citizens 

* Plutarch. Marriage Precepts, Book XXIX. 
of the Moral Works, Vol. II. 

+ Idem, the Roman Atchievements. 


3 Q | an 


* mm uſage which was practiſed by ſeveral natſons,” 
N and that demonſtrates with what precaution 
h they paſſed over the conjugal act, in reſpect to 
fl the publicity it has ſince obtained. This phi. 
_ loſopher was for confuſing the incontinent 
1 5 . sheets, as ſoon as the conſorts had left their 
6 ded .... becauſe it was not becoming to ſee 
© the place and the imprinted form. where 
| © the hnsband had Nept by his wife*, , 


At e . i is the maxim of the Par- 
lament of Paris, to declare + inadmiſſible the 
woman's accufation of impuiſſance, when it 
reſults, from an examination of the man, that 

*the parts which ſerve to generation are exte- 
_ riorly well conformed. This maxim, rigour- 
ouſly adopted, is much too general; while the 
deſign of marriage being to augment the num. 
ber of individuals, a man properly conformed 
in appearance may be fteri/s, or even impuiſſant. 
But, then, we likewiſe avoid, through ' theſe 
maxims, many inconveniences, that reſulted 


* Idem, Table Diſcourſes, Book VIII. queſt. 7. 


+ It muſt be underſtood, that this Work was 
published in France before the Revolution. 


| 
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from an infamous means, incompetent to aſ- 
certain the ſtate of a man, as we haye already 
expoſed in this Chapter, 


For the remainder, it is recommended to - 
gentlemen of skill, to pronounce, with eircum · 
ſpection, their judgment on the condition of 
the parts which they have to examine. It is 
extremely difficult to decide on the ſtrength or 
the weakneſs of a man, with relation to mar- 
riage, by viewing the exterior parts of gene- 
ration. The abſence of the teſticles, for ex. 
ample, may impoſe on us, while, in certain in. 
dividuals, they are contained in the abdomen; 
and, in which caſe, they can exerciſe their fune- 
tions, as if more apparently ſituated. The 
inductions which we ſtill draw from the part that 
eſſentially diſtinguishes the man, muſt be often 
unjuſt; and the obſervations which follow in 
the preſent Work, will demonſtrate this in a 
very ſenſible manner. 


* 


\ 


| 0 | CHAP. VII. 
— 
oN 'STERILITY. 


Ces noms, ces tendres noms & de fils & de pere, 


O homme! ſerojent-ils etrangers à ton coeur? 


n ITE 
En connoirt la douceur. 


Vois Fobjet de ſes feux ſourire a fa 3 
Son pere a ſes cdtEs repoſe en cheveux blancs; 


A ſon cou ſuſpendu, ſon jeune fils le preſſe 


De ſes bras innocens, 


Mr. Tromas, by devoirs de ia Socitte. Ode. 


Thoſe names, thoſe tender. ds. of ſire and child, 


O man! should they be-ſtrangers to thy ſoul ? 

Pent in his ſanguine cell, the Huron wild 
Feels all their ſweet controul. 

See, there, the darling laughs at his careſs; 

The grey-hair'd father, laid beſide the youth, 


Takes, on his neck, the outſtretch'd arms impreſs 


Of innocence and truth. 


WE 


WE call that Seerility | in women, 
which is named Impuiſſance in men. Theſe, 
denominations do not appear to me juſt, I 
Shall therefore declare what I underſtand by 
Sterility, and wherein it differs from Impuiſ- 
„ e 1 


By what I have elſewhere advanced, it 
has been ſeen, that impuiſſance is the ſtate of 
a man, who, whether from a defe& of confor- 
mation, or through any other cauſe, cannot 
render the conjugal de voir to his bride; in like 
manner, as often as we diſcover a man, of 
whom it would be uſeleſs to exact the two 
, ſigns of virility, we may declare that man im- 
puiſſant, and conſequently ſterile, A man may 
merit, nevertheleſs, this laſt quality, without 
being therefore incompetent to the conſumma- 
tion of marriage. How many perſons enjoy, 
nearly during their whole lives, thoſe pleaſures 
attached to an union of the ſexes, without pro- 
ducing, from the reiterated ſacrifices offered to 
Love, thoſe precious pledges, thar render us 


immortal ! 
Q 3 I name 
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1 name this ſtate Sterility, without apply- 
ing that word more to one of the two ſpouſes 
than to the other: it is their union alone that I 
view, as being, upon the whole, incapable of 
producing any n through defects that are 
very ſeldom common to two individuals; but 
againſt which, the one and the other muſt re- 
marry. It is then, primarily, unfructiferous 
unions that conſtitute ſterility, If the man 
is impuiſſant, he will be ſterile, as I have al- 
ready obſerved; 'and his marriage will likewiſe 
be neceſſarily ſterile, while we cannot ſuſpect 
the woman of datrerifels. 


I dee this expoſition neceſſary, before 
I enter into thoſe details that muſt make the 
object of this Chapter. It was the more ſo, 
becauſe thoſe who believe they efficaciouſly 
exhibit their manhood, nearly always imagine, 
that the ſtate which oppoſes impuiſſance, tends 
to fecundity ;. and that, if this _ not take 
place, their wives muſt be ſterile, 2 


"In the Chapter EVE 1 have treated on 
Impuiſſance, the characteriſtics of this ſtate are 
preſented to view, and the means through 
which it may be remedied, when the malady is 
ſuſceptible 
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ſuſceptible of cure. We muſt actually ſuppoſe 
a man who enters the career of love with the 
talents given by Nature to all men, for taſting 
the, niceties attached to the re- production af 
his likeneſs. We muſt further ſuppoſe” this 
man united in heart to the woman deſtined as 
his wife, enjoying the rights given to him by 
marriage, intoxieated in the arms of voluptu- 
ouſneſs, and lamenting the unſructifęrous en- 
joyments, from whence nothing will proceed to 
ſweeten recollection. A ſituation fo grievous, 
merits the phyſician's. attention. By indicating 
to men the means of regeneration, we become 
ſerviceable to the age in which we live, and 
ro poſterity; and never will France forget, 
that Henry the Second would have died, with- 
out leaving any ſucceſſor behind him, if he had 

not un to the n; rr w wav Id 


ag Hairy HI. having chooſes the Dutcheſs Ur- 
bain, her marriage proved ſterile during ten years, to 
the great regret of Henry her conſort, who was on 
the point of repudiating her. In conſequenee of the 
King's impatience, Jean Fernel, a phyſician of Pi- 
cardy, was ſummoned to Court, for the purpoſe of 
adminiſtering advice and aſſiſtance to the Queen. 
Being arrived, ſays Dupleix, the Prince demanded of 
him, laughing. Shall you, truly, be able to make 
24 * children 
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Tbis burning deſire to leave individuals 
behind us, is not leſs engraven in the heart of 
other men, than in that of Kings. The in- 
habitant of champaign lands, who inſtructs 
his ſon in the management of the plough, 
and, dying, gives him for inheritance a cottage, 
ſtrong arms, and "vigour, taſtes the ſame deli. 
cacies in paternal love, as he who ornaments 
the head of his children with thoſe brilliant 
ſigns that announce influence and authority. 


When, after ſeveral conjunctions, whereof 
the mutual tranſports of the ſpouſes have cer. 
tified the exactitude, and the ſigns that accom - 
pany the commencement of pregnancy do not 


20 children for my conſort ?? Femel ſagely 5 
It remains with God, Sire, to give you children, 
through his benediction: it is for you to make them; 
« and, for me, to apply thereto all that is in the art 
* of Medicine, ordained by God to remedy human in- 
* firmities Femel rendered the Queen fruitful, 
giving Henry a hint, which he ſo exactly followed, 
as to become the father of ten children. The Queen, 
in acknowledgment of ſo great à benefit, preſented 
her phyſician with ten thouſand crowns on the birth 
of each child, beſides ſeveral other liberal donations. 
Dupleix, Hip. de France, tom. III. 
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appear, the man and the woman muſt endea - 
vour to diſcover the cauſes of their incapacity 
to generation. The repetitions of pleaſure 


muſt be leſs. frequent, in order to give the ſe. 


minal liquor the time neceſſary for its perfeo- 


tion. We know that it ceaſes to be prolific, 


when the deſire of enjoyment too frequently 
interrupts the organs which filtrate and prepare 


this liquor: it is deprĩved of :thoſe viviſic ſpirits, 


from whence all its energy is derived; the 
muſcles deſtined to extend the active reſorts, 
on which depend the ſucceſs of ejaculation, 
empty themſelves, at moſt, with weakneſs, in 
compariſon of what is required of them; and 
the precious depoſitory which it muſt tranſmit 
to the field appropriated by Nature to genera- 
tion, cannot be conveyed: with that impulſive 
force which diſtinguishes the robuſt man from 
the man who is weakened by exceſſive enjoy- 
ments. ee eee 


Sterility cauſed by tranſitory exceſs, is eaſily 
cured; and moderation will be found the moſt 
excellent remedy, A young man inutilely fa- 
tigued himſelf by extreme conſummations: ex- 
Cited to pleaſure by a conſiderable preſent which 
the parents of his bride had promiſed him, if 
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sbe, within a given time, announced ſigns of 
ſpeedily becoming. a mother, his amorous ex- 
ploits were, with him; an object of calculation 
that occupied his thoughts without intermiſſion. 
Deſpairing at the little ſucceſs of his multiplied 
efforts, he imagined that his wife was ſterile; 
when, in purſuance of ſome ſage counſel, he 
abſented himſelf twelve days: his ſtrength was 
repaired; and, returning home, he ere that 
mene, are A marius. | 


825 


ee elle of ſterility ariſes i in the vio» 

e of the tranſports that agitate ſpouſes. 
This: cauſe exiſts by vivid and ardent perſons, 
who precipitate the flashes af enjoyment, with- 

- out: attaching themſelves to the favourable in- 
— Among animals, e demands 


. Abſtinence wn ee is ſometimes inſufli 
cient to repair the diſorders occaſioned by exceſſive 
enjoyments. We have ſeen perſous who found con- 


ſalation by uſing the following remedy ; 


"+. Take four eggs; | 
beat them well together with ed I 
8 Sal aua Both, from the shells; to which add, 
Ginger, powdered, a pinch of each; 
Twenty grains of genſeng, pulveriſed. . 
2s Ba . no 
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no reiterated approaches; while, for the moſt · 


part, they are abundantly more tranquil in their 
enjoyments than men . Theſe, abandoning 
themſelves too much to the rambles of imagi- 
porate: the companion, who muſt be a par- 
taker of them, begins to deliver herſelf up to 
the ſame tranſports, as the man regrets thoſe. 
which are paſt; new efforts hurry him again to 
voluptuouſneſs, and he preſſes the delicious 
inſtant .... It is in vain! The harmony is 
interrupted, pleaſure flutters, and paſſes over 
from the one to the other. If they do not 
learn to fix its caurſe; if the fortunate ſignal 
that announces voluptuouſneſs, be not point- 
edly obſerved by the two ſpouſes; if love does 
not cover them, at the fame inſtant, with his 
wings; they may fear to ſee their marriage 


ſterile: nevertheleſs, this misfortune does not | 


I mean ſolely the moment of copulation, that, 
in animals, occurs with an abundance of Jang-froid, 
if we may judge by their exterior. The preludes, 
in nearly all the ſpecies, are horrible combats, during 
which every male ſtrives to obtain poſſeſſion of the 
female who is the obje& of his deſires. 


r i always 


. 8 ON STBRILIT TC. 


always happen, as 1 ball chem W another 
—_ - (2 1 
= | Ti WM 9 0 

= This ebenes may b 3 with 
facility; when it is once diſcovered. Modera-. 
tion with regard to love, in perſons of a ple. 
thoric, as alſo in thoſe of a bilious, temperament, 
ſometimes ſuffices to render fertile thoſe unions 
from whence, otherwiſe, nothing would: reſult 
but unfructiferous pleaſures. In ſpeaking of the 
temperaments, I have ſaid, that the man whoſe 
conſtitution is bilious, muſt be regarded as the 
moſt proper to fecundity, and particularly when 
united with a plethoric female: from hence it 
may be ſufficiently underſtood, that, inthe union 
of a bilious man to a woman of the ſame 
conſtitution, we muſt not expe& a numerous 
poſterity; at leaſt, till age, having rendered 
more calm ſuch ardent tranſports, the requiſite 
qualities for fecundity become reunited in the 
two individuals. _ 


* Phyſical love, too often repeated, renders the 
union of the ſexes ſterile; but from thence yet reſult, 
to the man and the woman, particular accidents, of 
which I $hall treat in the Chapter, On the Influence 
of Marriage on Health,” 


Marriage | 
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. Marriage between perſons of a plethorie 
temperament is rarely infertile; unleſs when 
ſome particular obſtacle- oppoſes the deſign of 
Nature. We have obſerved, that men of 
this conſtitution, naturally gay and inclined to 
pleaſure, render prolific women who, before, 
never had any children by ſpouſes of a bilious 
temperament. In short, I should prefer the 
plethorie man to others, in all caſes where there is 
reaſon to apprehend ſterility on the part of the 
woman. His phyſical talents are not ſo emi- 
nent as thoſe of the bilious conſtitution; but 
he ſupplies this by nothings, on which often 
depend the ſucceſs of embraces, A phlegmatic 
or pituitous female cannot, it has been faid, 
fall into better hands than thoſe of a bilious or 
even melancholic man, if it be wished that 
she should become fruitful; the frigidity of 
her conſtitution would render her inutile in the 
arms of a man whoſe temperament happens to 
be phlegmatic*®.® Nevertheleſs, I here like- 
| wile 


If the convenience of ranks and fortunes, did 
not nearly form all marriages, and individuals were 
only occupied with their happineſs, they would be 
better matched. Love goes not for any- thing in 

95 * marriages 
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wiſe give the preference. to « plethorie man, 
I have a marked confidence, and which expe. 
rience has often juſtified, in his phyſical -and 
moral talents, with relation to love. TI cannot 


make myſelf better ar ER chan my the 
following Apologue. | 


A Bashaw took . ſeeing, in his 
garden, an union of the moſt curious plants. 
He received there two, of the ſame ſpecies, 
extremely delicate, and which was ſtill aug - 
mented by tranſportation, change of climate, 
and a difference of ſoil, They were confided 
to two ſlaves, of different characters, who pro- 
miſed to employ all their care in the culture of 
theſe vegetables. To encourage the gardeners, 
their maſter ſware, by Mahomet, that he would 
give liberty to the cultivator of that plant which 


* marriages of convenience,” ſays M. Clerc, or, at 
£ leaſt, he flutters only with one wing; while he muſt 
have two, to make robuſt children: what we do 
* with reluctance, is always badly performed. Love, 
in this caſe, reſembles a ſepulchral lamp, that lights 
an urn, without warming the ashes which it con- 
e tains.” Hiſtoire Naturelle de Homme conſtdere 
dans Peat de TC ie, tome I 


1 firſt 


firſt produted flowers. We may judge of 
their activity in the exarnination of What was 
moſt ſer viceable for the plants committed to 
their care, and to which fo precious a blefibg 
was attached. An Indian, vivid, ient, 
and robuſt, had the management of one; the 
other fell to the lot of an European, not leſs 
lively, but not ſo impatient, and whoſe want 
of ſtrength was compenſated by his addreſs. 
The Indian never quitted the plant that was 
confided to him: every moment brought new 
labour; he amply beſprinkled; nothing was 
ſpared... The little plant, fatigued, was con- 
tinually tranſported from- one place to another : 
here was the Sun too hot, there blew the wind 
too ſtrong; all was loſt! The plant perished ! 
And the water and the labour... The 
European, on the Contrary, ſeemed leſs occu- 
pied than his companion; but, in the mean 
time, neglected nothing; he knew how to di- 
rect his care, and attended principally to thoſe 
circumſtances which rendered it neceſſary: 
Begun the heat to communicate itſelf to his 
little plant, My Indian companion,” ſaid he, 
laughing, © has already refreshed the roots of 
© his pupil, and is buſy-in conveying it to the 
shadow... The poor innocent! I am 

: * ſorry 
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« ſorry for itz but he will fall. He under. 
« ſtands too little of the laws of Nature; it is 
they which fertiliſe the earth, and by no 
means that handful of men which are ſpread 
on its ſurface. When the plants that vege- 
< tate, altered by the heat, announce to man 
© that they ſtand in need of water, ſeems not 
Nature then expecting ſtill. a greater degree 
© of heat before she commands the ſtorm ? 
Do we not obſerve, that, ere the vegetables 
receive ſuch ſalutary ſprinkling, all concurs 
to diſpoſe them to ſuck, with effect, theſe be- 
< neficent influences? Tbe light clouds form 
by little and little, and ſoften and break 
© the rays of the ſun: the zephyrs gently agi- 
( tate the leaves of plants, and, without di- 
© minishing the heat, diſpoſe them to inſpire 
© the. juice prepared by Nature. Light va- 
pours elevate themſelves in the atmoſphere, 
© and ſeem deſtined to ſoften the too forcible 
« impreſſion which the fall of the water would 
make on the young plants. — It is at thoſe 
times that want is announced, and that it 
© asks to be ſatisfied,” 


Thus reaſoning, our phyſical gardener imi» 
tated Nature in her procedures, and joined the 
application 
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application to the precept. He likewiſe faw, 
in a little. time, the plant which was confided to 
him, develope and ſpread its branches; 3 their 
extremities were ornamented with young buds, 
that quickly changed into ſparkling bloſſoms, 
whoſe birth muſt procure the enlargement of 
him by whom they were hatched, Thus was 
it not ſituated with the plant which the Indian 
cultivated; he beſtowed on it his care with too 
much ardoyr. . The ſmalleſt change which he 
thought was perceivable in the plant, ſeemed to 
him a preſſing want, that he muſt immediately 
ſatisfy. Nevertheleſs, it died not from thence, 
if we do not name the ſtate of a being deadly, 
when it is impoſſible that he can leave any in 
dividuals of his one. NY 

By obſerving the precautions indicated in 
ſpeaking of the Temperaments , and what 
has juſt been noticed, I will undertake to 
aſſert, that, where no diſparate unions are con⸗ 
tracted, we may in ſome ſort be confident of 
leaving children, who will perpetuate the ex- 
iſtence of the authors of their days. But 


*. Chap. I. of this Volume. 
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on STERILITY. 


thoſe * have had the misfortuys to con. 
tract unſuitable unions, muſt not deſpair of 
rendering their marriages fertile, provided they 


| ſubmit to what has already been preſcribed. 


We have shewn, that it is nearly impoſlible to 
reſtrain the primitive conſtitution of indivi- 
duals: we may, neyertheleſs, ſoften it with 
time; at leaſt, reſpecting that of which mention 
is here made; 3 and the means to attain this ob- 
ject, muſt alone be ſought for in the nature of 
thoſe aliments that, are the moſt familiar, Tue 
regimen, for example, muſt tend to Tender leſs 
ardent the bilious man, who is eſpouſed to a 


melancholic or Pituitous woman; while she 


ought to avail herſelf of aliments capable of 
giving more tone and elaſticity. to ber or- 


gans. 


17170 The plethoric temperament, demands : a re- 
gimen that refreshes the blood, and calms its 
efferveſcence. Perſons of. this conſtitution 
muſt abſtain from all dishes that are too ſtrongly 
ſeaſoned. Liquors too ſpirituous and ferment- 
ed, are alſo prejudicial. They muſt employ 
viands prepared from animals that live on herbs 
and grain; as, oxen, sheep, calves, and fowl. 
Pot-herbs, if we except garlick, the onion, 

| muſtard, 


* * 
Py * 
3. 


oN STERIATY. 53 


muſtard, aſparagus, artichoke, celery, cabbage, 
&c. are extremely ſerviceable to perſons. of a 
pletharic temperament. They muſt, princi- 
pally, be, mindful that-tranſpiration- has an un- 
moleſted, paſſage; its en ing followed 

by eu. e | 


While the fodkated. W is „ ch 
obſerved, attention muſt be given to occupa- 
tions that are relative thereto, and which will 
not a little contribute to ſupport. the phy ſical 
qualities of a plethoric man. He muſt avoid 
reſigning himſelf to exceſlive diſſipations; for, 
being ſufficiently impelled to pleaſure, he muff 
not ſeek to augment the propenſity which he 
has to it. His books muſt, of conſequence, 
be choſen, . He muſt reject thoſe which may 
become dangerous. by exciting the imagination 
to. pleaſure: the vivacity of the plethoric man 
communicates, - with aſtonisbing facility, the 
ſlighteſt impreſſion to the ſenſes ;: and perſons 
of this temperament. voluntarily yield to the 
titillations which agitate them. 


Bilious men muſt, at their repaſts, prefer 
to other aliments thoſe that relax the too great 
tightneſs of the fibres, and that are bumeRant, 

| Hd, reireshing, 
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refreching, and lenifying. The regimen pro- 
per for the plethorie temperament, is alſo adapted 
to perſons of this conſtitution: their ſtomach 
is ſtrong, and nothing to them is more contrary 
than abſtinence. Summer is the time when 
they muſt principally watch over their health, 
and avoid ſpirituous drinks, hot aliments, ſea- 
fish that tend to putrefaction, &e. They may 
remedy the heat of the entrails, and conſtips · 
tion, by uſing, all mornings, faſting, ſome 
an of cold water, every half en ! 


Perſons of this confiiattsn muſt alſo 
cxrefulty avoid ſtrong paſſions, that give vio- 


lent shocks to the machine. Walking, muſic, 


and tranquil pleaſures, are the means, for them, 
of ſecuring health; while indolence, penſive- 
neſs, long application, and obſtinate perſever- 
ance in labour, prove deſtructive. They 
muſt ſeek the company of " perſons . whoſe 
imagination is cheerful and joyous, with fo 
much ardour as, perhaps, they avoided an inti- 
mate connexion with thoſe of a temperament 
analagous to their own. 


All that impoverishes and conſumes the 
blocd, may produce the melancholic tempera- 
ment: 


ment: (we have ſeen that this conſtitution i is 
no other than an acquired ſtate, ſince it only. 
declares itſelf at the age of virility): abſti- 
nence, too warm an air, all fumous liquors 
and wine, long ſtudying, violent exerciſes,” and 


vivid and ſtrong paſſions, are prejudicial to me- 
lancholic perſons. The moſt. ſerviceable re. - 
gimen is that capable of introducing into the 
blood à ſufficient liquid, to penetrate thoſe 


parts of it which adhere too cloſely together, 
Fermented bread, the flesh of herbaceous ani - 


mals, and young fowls, muſt form the baſis of 


this regimen: pot-herbs muſt ſerve as the ſea- 


ſoning; and to which may be ſometimes 


united, light aromatics, as I have already ob- 
ſerved in the Chapter on Impuiſſanee. 


Perſons of a melancholic conſtitution muſt, 
as thoſe preceding, ſearch for what may unbend 
the imagination: airy recreations, muſic, and 
tranquil pleaſures, are recommended to them: 


they muſt remain as little as poſſible in their 
apartments; for the immediate contact of the 


exterior air, and moderate exerciſe, will be ſo 
much the more ſalutary, as it often diverts the 
imagination, and fortifies the organs. 
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The pituitous or phlegmatic corftitution 
announces a defective nature; and dethands, 
in a ſtate of ſickneſs, thoſe remedies which 

move and jolt the machine: ina ſtate of health, 
| if perſons of this deſcription can enjoy it wn 
6 _ regimen muſt fill up the ſame indications. 
that is hot and deſiceative should be — 
with ſuch regulations and reſtrictions as pru- 
dence may dictate. Pituitous men muſt reſpire 
a dry air, and make moderate uſe of fermented 
liquors, wine, coffee, and chocolate; above all, 
taking care not to drown digeſtion by thoſe 
 washes which are all at leaſt inutile; for 
whatever refreshes, humeRates, and relaxes, 
is here hurtful. Beef and mutton, as alſo 
- poultry, is more ſalutary for perſons of this 
temperament, than the flesh of young animals, 
which abounds with humidity; as, veal, lamb, 
pork, &c. but exerciſe cannot be too much 
recommended; for the augmentation of action, 
and the warmth that from thence reſults, is 
exceedingly neceſſary for facilitating the ſecre- 
tions, and other natural functions. 
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" Skilful phyſicians have obſerved; that 
there are few pituitous men to be diſcovered 
among ſoldiers, labourers, and all thoſe who 
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are obiges to live by the work of their bands. 
Since, alſo, the pituitous are leſs fruitful than 
other men, it is eaſy to ſay why population is 
not ſo abundant by perſons in the great world, 
who lead a ſedentary and indolent life, as among 
the inhabitants of champaign ſituations N in- 
conſiderable cities, 


A celebrated phyſician of the Faculty of 
Paris, as well known by the talents that diſtin 
guish him in the art of reſtoring to health, as 
by a perſuaſive eloquence that attracts to his 
Lectures a prodigious concourſe of auditors, 
ſeems, in the ſage leſſons which he gives on 
Phyſislogy, to have a ſort of confidence in the 
phlegmatic man, relatively to generation. The 
reaſon given by this learned Academician is, if 
I recolle& aright, that men of the temperament 
in queſtion, unexcited by the force of their 
imagination, do not reſizn themſelves to love, 
or rather, ſpeaking ſtritly, do not fatisfy their 
phyſical wants, except when the ſeminal liquor 
is in ſo great a quantity as to preſs their deter -· 
mination : that, conſequently, this liquor has - 
been obliged to undergo, during its continuance 
in the ſpermatic organs, the preparations neceſ- 
ſary for becoming prolific. This aſſertion, 

6 perhaps, 
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perhaps, falls off from the ſyſtem of Hippo. 
crates on generation, for which M. Petit has 
chewn ſcme predileftion*. However it may 
be, we ſcruple not to ſay, even admitting 


the ſentiment of M. Petit, that, if the man of 


a phlegmatic conſtitution has any talent for the 
multiplication of the ſpecies, he can rarely 
encounter an occaſion to develope it, for the 


. reaſons which have been elſewhere adduced f. 


We may ſtill add, that theſe talents muſt be 


eclipſed in the man who, born with abundant 
_ tranquillity, in relation to love, is delivered 


over to diſorder through a ſort of badly-con- 
ceived vanity, the influence of ill examples, &c. 
Thus it may, once, more, be repeated, that a 


ſtate of celibacy is the leaſt inconvenient to 
men of this conſtitution. 


Every-one who ſtudies his conſtitution, 
according to the picture which I have sketched 
in the Chapter on the Temperaments, will be 


* We chall, in the Second Volume, ſet forth 


this Syſtem of Generation. 


+ The reader muſt recolle& what we hive ſaid 
of the aſſortment of conſtitutions, in ſpeaking on the 
Temperaments, in the firſt Chapter of this Volume. 
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enabled to avail himſelf of the means previous 
ly propoſed for alleviating the defects that con- 
ſtitute ſterility, and that eſſentially depend on 
the conſtitution of each individual. The qua- 
lities that conſtitute the primitive tempera- 
ments, not being always alone found to domi-. 
nate in the ſame ſubject, from thenee reſult 
thoſe combinations that modify the tempera- 
ments in different manners. Perſons who find 
themſelves in this caſe, muſt ſtudy the mixture 
of theſe qualities, which demand ſome alteration 
in the regimen. For example, the plethoric 
temperament ſometimes unites with the melan- 
cholic, and the pituitous with the bilious; and, 
when this bappens, the regimens of theſe two 
conſtitutions muſt be proportioned. 


Among the aliments preſcribed in the means 


to render marriages fertile, through the correc- 


tion of ſome conſtitutions, I placed two drinks, 
coffee and chocolate, regarded by ſome perſons, 
particularly the firſt, as little adapted to anſwer 
the expectations which we propoſe in them. 
With reſpe& to chocolate, it is a 'nourishment 
that promptly repairs and fortifies. It con- 
tributes, by theſe two qualities, to fructify the 
pleaſures of marriage; and is principally ſer- 


viceable 
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- viceable to phlegmatit perſons, who fand in 
wow of demons. | 


An Englisd phyſician , bt having a phthiſical 
patient, who was reduced to a pitiable condition, 
recommended him the uſe of chocolate; in 

- conſequence of which, he perfectiy recovered 
in a short time: but, what demonſtrates the 
efficacy of regimen, oppoſed to ſterility, is, that 
the patient's wife, in order to humour her hus- 
band, having alſo accuſtomed herſelf to choco- 
late, was afterwards bleſſed with ſeveral chil- 
dren, although she had previouſly been ac- 
counted incapable of bearing any. If choco · 
late does not oftener operate equally deciſive, it 
is that we make thereof a bad application, or 
that the ingredients of which it is compoſed are 
not of the beſt quality. Chocolate is ſeldom 
ſerviceable to bilious or plethoric temperaments; 
while it heats the firſt too abundantly, and nou- 
rishes the latter too ſtrongly, by further aug- 
menting the maſs of blood. The addition of 
vanilla and amber, which is applied to the cacao 
and ſugar, in the r of chocolate, ren- 
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der it inſupportable and prejudfcial to al per- 

ſons who are inflamed, and whoſe blood is agi- 
tated. We muſt likewiſe obſerve, that it is 
the ſame with this alment as with ſeveral others; 
we muft not habituate ourſelves too ſtrongly 
to it, with the view of experiencing its good 
effects; while, through cuſtom, it | becomes. 
rh {mms haps _ 1 88 | 


I alt not detail all "oY has been advanced 
for and agamſt coffee: to accomplish flich 
a deſign, entire volumes would be neceſſary, 
The beverage which we make with this berry, 
is, according to many phyſicians, a certain pres 
ſervative againſt ſeveral diſeaſes; and, according 
to others, it ought to be entirely banished from 
Europe. In 1695, a theſis was defended, in 
the Schools of Medicine at Paris, which went 
to prove, that the diurnal uſe of coffee ren- 
dered men and women incapable of generation. 
It were to be wished, that this beverage was 
not ſo generally uſed; but 1 do not believe 
that we can, rigorouſly, attribute to coffee the 


depopulation which bas been obſerved in Eu- 


rope ſince it came into vogue. M. Henquet, 
in his Trait“ des Diſpenſes du Cartme, relates 
the following occurrence, to prove the influence 
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7 coffee on the propagation 'of the "OY 

A Queen of Perſia, ſeeing ſome men ſtriving 
with great violence to throw a horſe to the 
earth, and not knowing for what purpoſe, ask- 
ed their deſign in thys giving themſelves, and the 
animal, ſo much trouble. The officers cour- 
teouſly gave the Princeſs to underſtand, that 
it was for the purpoſe of making him a gelding, 
© What unneceſſary fatigue!' anſwered she. 
© You need only give him coffee,” She pre. 
tended to have a domeſtic proof in the perſon 
of the King, her conſort, who was become in · 
different to her through the uſe of coffee . 


It is eaſy to prove all that we have in 
contemplatien, by rambling from circumſtances 
that weaken the matters which we ſtrive to 
eſtablish. Stenzel relates the ſame anecdote 


as M. Hecquet; and the reflections which he 


* Traits des Diſpenſes du Carime. Edit. de 
1709. In the ſecond edition of his Book, in à vols. 
M. Hecquet ſuppreſſed this anecdote. The Work 
was read in the Refectory of Port Royal; and thoſe 
of the religious order were highly offended at this 
pleaiantry, which was carried a little too far: a cir- 
cumſtance which induced him to omit it in the fol- 
lowing edition. 


has 
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bos dddod, demonſtrate that we muſt bot alu 
draw geheral ebtiſequences from a particular 
caſe. Could any one dare maintain, that coffee 
is a vomit, becauſe Boyle ſaw a man to 3 
this ae ſerved as a forcible © emetic "oy 


T The aſe of coffee?! 55 * '6 ar 
from weakening the power of thoſe who 
have à vivid and robuſt temperament, and 
© whoſe parts of generation are in a good ſtate, 
tends, on the contrary, to excite them to 
love. It produces oppoſite effects in weak 
© perſons, who abound with phlegm; who have 
an abundance of ſuperfluous terreſtrial par- 
© ticles; and whoſe organs of generation are in 
© a languishing ſtate. Of this number 'was 
Mahmud Kaſnin, king of Perſia, who, being 
© alſo' a great coffee-drinker, found himſelf in. 
capable of paying the conjugal deroirs . 


I. do not pretend, as I have ſaid before, 
to demonſtrate that the abuſe which is ſituated 
in an exceſſive uſe of coffee, draws after it no 
inconveniences, [- am+ conſcious that cele- 


C Taxicologia of Stenzel. see Did. de 2 


art, Corrxx. Fi, (1917 
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| heated phyüidans e have ſpoben of ſerious ma- 


ladies which it may ogoaſian; but it is ſufficient 
to. ſay, that this beverage, when drank rather 
from neoeſſity than cuſtom, and moderetely 
uſed, fortifies the, ſtomach, renders; the memory | 
and imagination more vivid, and produces cheer- 
fulneſs f. We know that, in ſeveral alliances, 
ſteriliry is cauſed by à ſort of lethargic melen- 

choly, that oppoſes the union of eiroumſtances 
fore, that poſſeſſes the virtues reeogniſed in 


coffee, may ſometimes prove 2 -for 


uniting theſe circumſtances, But it is prin- 
cipally on phlegmatic perſons that coffee -OPer- 
ces the beſt effects. provided they confine 
themſelves to a {mall quantity, in order to avoid 
the diſaſter of which: Mahmud furnighes us an 


example: while it mult be prejudicial to lean 


and emaciated perſons, or whoſe blood is in 


* Boecler, S. pauli, Willis, Cheyne, Hoffman, 
lt is the ſentiment of Proſper Alpin, be 


8 EVE» Andri, Bourdelin, and juſſieu. The lat- 


ter, in 1716, defended a thelis,/in which he concluded 
that the uſe of coffee is ſalutary for literary men. | 


$ The Turks regard coffee as a thing ſo neceſſary, 


chat husbands are obliged, by contract, to furnish 


their wives with it. 
violent 


F 
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violent agitation, becauſe it condufts them to: 
wards love with too great a degree of ardaur ?, 
.Q thoul, that, on a capacious cbeſt, beareſt 
„ chin with. triple ſtories, and draggeſt along a 
« monſtrous. garpulence !, if thy bealth be eſti 
© mable, make uſe of this liquor, full of fire: 
it will concoct that pernicious: maſs of bu. 
« mours. that weighs thee down; excite in thy 
whole body an abundant, tranſpiration; and, 
« after ſome time, thou shalt ſee thy groſtneſs 
6 and thy belly diminish;, thou wilt be delivered | 
; {AR Re}. 3 
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"Excelive corpulence ne Le 
generation; and even the act from whence, it 
muſt, reſult, Under this laſt circumſtance, 
the man and the woman, are neither er 


. Names, more pat ay aa "wen pregnant, 
muſt be very circumſpect in the uſe of coffee; for it 
may cauſe hemorthages, | from whence abortions too 
frequently reſult. The abuſe of this liquor weakens 
the nerves; and, in ſuch a ſtate, the leaſt iHneſs, and 
even a delivery, preſent terrific ſymptoms, which de- 
licate females are ſcarcely able to reſiſt. 


Tranſlation of M. I' Abbe Maſſieu's Poem on 
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evertheleſs, A Ru 
mate their marriage. If che impediment ariſes 
on the woman's part, she muſt” coincide with 
what may be demarided of eee d by 
wy man n who o deſires to have Aer rr 
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1705 haeiltate "n duty of Pio may 
plin them that ſituation which appears, in 
their opinion, the moſt commodious. Reli. 
gion d6es not oppoſe this indulgence, when the 
defign to which ſuch efforts tend, is the multi 


plication of the ſpecies/ / The enjoyment of 


ſterile pleaſures is more repugnant to the ſanity 
of the dogmas of Religion, than the endeavour 
to render thoſe pleaſures fertile through means 
which Nature and inſtinct indicates to all ani. 


mals. I purpoſe, by no means, to recommend 
ſpouſes the poſtures invented by debauchery 


and the moſt unbridled libertir iſm, capable of 
cauſing ſterility, ſo far from remedying it! — 
Let ſuch fallacious attitudes, that ſeeming' y | 
offer the image of voluptuouſneſs to corrupted 
and withered hearts, reſt in thoſe places where 
love can never penetrate without horror; in 
thoſe places where pleaſure is à monſter, to 
whom we ſacrifice with the tranſports of fury! 


Hymen, more attentive in giving energy to vo- 
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luptuouſneſs, 
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all that can diſguſt modeſty and decency; for 
den re ineparndy aucb dere. in pt of 
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F a 1 
which we may reaſonably expect from enjoy 
ment, are contrary to the laws of Nature; an 
all thoſe which remove the obſtacles that op- 
. 
8 of the caſe. 
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is wes ns wank: whos 


ſtandipg, celebrate the myſteries of Love, ne- 


ceſſarily renders ſterile the union of the ſexes. 
We have a few obſervations, which prove that 
this manner of joining has ſometimes ſueceeded3 
but theſe caſes are ſo rare, that they leſs demon - 
ſtrate tho poſlibility of conception in that trou- 
bleſome and conſtrained anche, than the lan- 


» The "en wht bins: left 1 us their chers 
tions on this ſubject, alſo remarked, that, 'on preg- 
nancy, a delivery nearly always ſucceeded contrary 
to Nature, through which the niother and infant were 
expoſed to the moſt imminent danger. See Ohſerva- 
tions de Mariceau ſur les Accotchemeny, 
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cidle paſſion which animated che lovers, when; 
after vanquiching the obſtacles oppoſite to plea." 
ſure, they profited” by ſome ſtolen and tumult- 
nous inſtants. Beſides the fterility that re- 
ſults from this manner of uniting with a fe- 
male, the health muſt in conſequence ſuffer ex. 

ceedingly: for, as Venette has juſtly/obſerved, 
© all our nervous parts are then labeuring, and 
© have a deep ſenſe of the pain which we give 
< etrrſelves; -- The eyes become dazzled, the 
© tremble.... it is the ſource of all our laſſi- 
* tudes, of our gouts and our rheumatiſins -. 
The following obſer vation, extracted from Tiſ- 


ſot's Onaniſm f, CA Veneers nope 
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A man gavo hiniſelf ap Aer 3 . 
lar ſpecies of taſte, to the baſeſt proſtitutes, 


- with whom having ſcarcely any other connexion 


than in the corners of ſtreets and alleys, and 
in the poſture whereof we now ſpeak, fell into 
a decay of Arengths WN with the moſt 


„Tableau de ae tag fs II. 
Chap. VL art. II. 1 


+ Art. II. Sect. VIII. 
ſevere 
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ſevere e in the reins, and an atrophy or 
deſiccation of the thighs and legs, joined to 4 


paralyſis of thoſe parts; which ſeemed to be a 
conſequence of the attitude wherein he had 
delivered himſelf over to his foul voluptuouſ- 
neſs. He died, after being fix months con« 
fined to his bed, in a condition e | 
w "0, vantiegaE engt 
0 98; ar * ora 
e eee, eee 
that manceuvre perſons who, by mis. placed 
vanity, make a glory of exhibiting their ſtrength 
„„ eee A PPE" | 
N e | 15. 


2 Ma other attitudes le ds 
man and the woman unite, thoſe muſt be rejects 
ed, if we would not oppoſe generation, which 
keep the parts from each other that cannot too 
cloſely approach: as, when the woman—inſtead 
of voluptuouſly expecting, between the arms 
of her husband, his overwhelming careſſes— 
leaps above thoſe pleaſures, by ſeizing a place to 
which she is not deſtined; and thus ſubverts 
the natural order of things. Voluptuouſheſs 
may ſmile at the ſight of this meramorphoſis ; 
but Hymen has no reaſon to applaud the com · 

| S 2 plaiſance 
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4 The tentatives of MAS who therifice t to 
Jove-in an attitude that announces indolence 
and vacancy; are frequently not more fortunate. 
O thou! that would'ſt render tha day witneſs 
of thy pleaſures! abandon the incammodieus 
| ſeat which, without oppoſing your careſſes, will 
make them Jeſs vivid! Love forms a throne 
of all which it renchunters; but diſſiculty pre- 
| ſents fetters to pleaſure: poſterity has, never- 

_ thelefs, a claim ta rights of which you cannot 
be unmindful; and it is forgetting theſe rights, 
* you aim at infructiferous PIERS; 


e ra 2 ee ne 
2 obliges them, in their embraces, 
to change the general law. This uniform 
manner of acting, ſuſſicientiy indicates that it 
is moſt conformable to the deſires of Nature“. 
a Th 1 5 | ii en! I 
u has been pretended, chat, in the union of de 
Texes, the Hottentots are obliged to change che general | 
attitude, on account of a ſingular excreſcence apper- 
- taining to their women. In the ſecond Volume we 
shall ſpeak of this deformity, © We may here ſays 
5 tat 


II nearly ul animals multiply their ſpeeist 


in an oppoſite poſture, it is chat they, rid 
ſpeaking, more attached to pleaſure, are ine - 
pable of enjoyment. otherwiſe than by the or —· 
pan that conjdins them together; imagimation 
_— __ ___ in 47 0 ann 3 "ag 
1 * 
| ver $fferent- Bowl the e my 
0 his happineſs through all the ſenſes: thie 
pulſation of his heart gives the fignu of - ples. 
ſurs to all parts of: his body; his numberleſs 
kiſſes of fire eall on voluptubuſneſs, which ſees his 
eyes colour with roſes the lines of the ſpouſe 
who palpitates in his arms... He already en- 
joys before enjoyment! .. le delivers him- 
ſelf, in fine, to the whole extenſion of his tran- 
ſports; when Love; cloſing the ege- lids of her 
by whom they were excited, announces ttat 
they will open to him the ſuurces of pleaſurs, 
What ſituation can be preferabie to that which 
unites all the acceſſories of - voluptuouſneſs? 


1 be . Ad all hots nn by! d 8 


that Re IPO e Ty Fei 
thelawg of Nature for the human ſpecies, See further 
on , this ſubje&, Recherches Philaſaphiques ſur les 
Amdricaines, by, M. de *, Part IV. ſect. V. | 
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chery, than a brutal and fatiguing enjoyment, 
of which benny is, e _ oe con- 


n 05 


Mat wks would * 50 1 
prolific Cond: can thoſe be found that would 
deſire otherwiſe ?) muſt not, ſo far as it is poſ- 

ſible, deviate from the general law. I ay, ſo 
Far as it is poſſible; for the union of an extreme- 
delicate woman to a diſproportioned man, 
demands ſome attentions, which we cannot re- 
Fuſe. Such'a woman muſt | taſte. pleaſure, 
without being ſubjected to any kind of fear; 
and the amorous ee e weden 
n. = in a manner leſs 8 0 


Sterility which is cauſed * the dal ez 
tenſion of the part that diſtinguishes the man 
from the woman, will diſappear, if the woman 
preſent herſelf in another attitude, oppoſite to 
that generally followed. The matrice finds 
itſelf then in a ſituation favourable to concep- 
tion, and the ſeminal liquor rencounters no ob- 
ſtacle that can prevent its reaching the field 
which it muſt fertiliſe. It is alſo by this 
means, chat 4 ſpouſe may enjoy the rights of 
eee without the dread of injuring” either 

_— 
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mother or infant, when pregnancy oppoſes it · 
ſelf to the ordinary fituation *. 9 
| One cauſe. of | feerility, which is more com- 
mon than people in general ſuppoſe, is the ſtate 
of the prepuce in certain ſubjects. A vigorous, 
man favours pleaſure, in making his conſort a. 
partaker of it, and yet cannot ſo far ſucceed, 
as to render her fertile, becauſe the extremity 
of the penis [ the gland | is covered by the 
prepuce. This inconvenience, which Surgeons 
name Phymoſis, is not always ſufficiently con- 
ſiderable for requiring the aſſiſtance of art; but 
it is, nevertheleſs, enough for - oppoſing itſelf 
frequently to generation, A certain man was 
married ten years; and, during that time, could 
not procure himſelf a ſucceſſor ; fatigued, at 
length, by the continual pleaſantries with which 
he was el, he reſolved to oecupy himſelf 


* In Amterics= — the; men have never any know- 
ledge of women whom they ſuſpect to be pregnant; 
and this is probably one of the reaſons why they give 
birth to ſo few misformed and disfigured children, 
the multiplication of whom proceeds, more than we 
may imagine, from a brutal incontinence. Recherchds 
Philoſo TONY far les Americaines, Part I. 
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ſeriouſſy with \the care of inipoſithyifiency' on 
his friends. After ſome conſultations, he per- 
ceived that the obſtacle to the fecundity of his 
marriage would be deſtroyed - through means 
of ſome precautions which he could employ 
with eaſe when he embraced his wife; [ It is 
not difficult to imagine the meaſure which should 
be purſued in a ſimilar caſe.] The prepuce 
did not cover the gland ſo narrowly, as to pre- 
vent him from employing theſe precautions. 

This expedient ſucceeded; and the title of Fa- 
ther amply indemnified him for the little reſtraint 
to which he ſubmitted while Ng the tran · 
— of his ſpouſe. 


A have ſaid that this obſtacle to generation 
was more common than is generally ſuppoſed ; 
and Surgeons can confirm what I advance, by 
many obſervations which are relative to this 
ſubject, and to which they do not commonly 
pay any great attention, becauſe few men pol- 
ſeſs a proper knowledge of theſe objects. 


We ought not to decide on the ſterility 
of unions between ſpouſes, and thus diſcourage 
them, becauſe the parts which operate in theſe 
unions do not appear to have the proportions 

hich 


which they ſuppoſd to be: neceſſary in theti for 
generation. We shall shew, in the following 
Volume, in ſpeaking of the parts which diſtin- 
guish the ſexes, that the membtane named 
hymen, and which is very ſeldom rencountered, 
ſometimes offers an obſtacle to fecundity, ſince 
it even "oppoſes the act from which generation 
reſults. © This obſtacle may be removed by a 
chirurgical operation, ſeveral examples of which 
have occurred in practice . The ſmallneſs of 
the diſtinctive part of the man is not always an 
impediment to fecundity; for we have ſeen 
perſons, deprived by accident of a part of the 
penis, who nevertheleſs rendered their marriage 
fertile. Theſe caſes are very rare; but it 
is ſufficient that the thing has happened, as from 


thence we have a right to * that n ys 


again occur f. 


* See Chapters III. and V. of the ſecond Volume. 

1 For theſe i inconveniences, little more can be of - 
fered than the general precepts which we have given. 
It is, that ſpouſes reunite their efforts to make the 
obſtacles diſappear, and that all depends on the good 
intelligence which they maintain; but that they par- 
ticularly guard againſt having recourſe to the violent 


means of which we have ſpoken in the fourth Chapter, 


and avoid imitating the American women, who, ac- 
cording to the account of America Veſpuſius, made 
Vor- I. Ss the 


It is during the time that ſpouſes are not 
provoked by the deſires, that they ought to 
conſult on their ſituation, examine the obſtacles 
which oppoſe their happineſs, and confer on 
the meaſures which they have to take for ſuc- 
ceeding. In the tranſports which precede and 
accompany their careſſes, they should not loſe 
fight of that which is neceſſary for generation 
to have place The intromiſſion of the part 
which diſtinguishes the man, and, afterwards, 
the emiſſion of the prolific liquor. They should 
recolle&, particularly, that nothing ought to re- 
tard this emiſſion, nor oppoſe itſelf to hinder 
the liquor from penetrating into the matrice. 
Thoſe voluptuous acceſſories, thoſe pleaſures 
which are managed by art, in fatiguing the or- 
gans, cauſe them to loſe their elaſticity. The 
man, indeed, may trifle with enjoyment, for. 
eſtablishing the harmony which ought to reign 

there; but the woman should not ſeek to aug - 
ment the thirſt which .devours her, before she 
ean appeaſe it. From deſires combated too 
long, follows an enjoyment nearly ſpirizual, and 


the genital member of their husbands ſwell, by apply- 
ing to it venomous animals, which, by their ſtings, 

occaſioned a monſtrous extumeſcence at the part, fol- 
lowed by the molt ſerious 0 
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than the ſenſes; and. as it is not the firſt: which 
fertiliſes the conjunction, we need by no means 
wonder e ee bn 
voluntarily ſterile. 1 anno Hilo! zd bang 
n nomight”s wollot'o! 69918] Pai aid 
of nlehey, u bees are often of ſuch i 
are others, more rebellious, at having their ſeat 
in the maſs of humours; for inſtance, when 
derived from particular vice, througli which 
they become unnatural; corrupted, | and infec- 
tious. Phbeſe diſeaſes belong to the juriſ- 
diction af Meditine; and I believe that we 
complaint, than the cure of ſterility, which 
would be ineffectually attempted, and that will 
otherwiſe —— l the e e i re- 
_— oh Bld 23n rails 70 Hf siete 
aud z eopitazucunuct ban only cha 

8 Wee whi e venereal diſ- 
caſe, may ſometimes render us incompetent to gene- 
ration: the gonorrhea, the whites, and diſeaſes that 
attack the parts f either ſex, which are ſymptoms of 
venereal vices, tly produce this effe@;z as well | 
as the King's ei, ſrurvy, LEY a th Ny 


47 7 


11 Tos 


* - 
. p 
* * 
ka X 
; 
\ . % 
SE I. 
9 ON ertzunr. 


To — Wann 
4 in perſons whoſe fibres are »relaxed, 
remains: without action ſince it - nut be pre» 
pared by ſolid organs. It is _neceſikry;' under 
this circumſtance, to follow a regimen capable 
of ;giving: claſticityto'' the parts. Nat regi- 
men i the note to be indicated, white very 
conpulant perſons are exttremely delicate, flabby, 
and unable” to ſupport any fatigue. I have 
een ſome wonien, whe were cuted of ſterility, 
i ſolely uſing an abundance of exerciſe. | They 
fuffered à little in the commencement; but ac- 
ſo neceſſary when we would i fupport the ſucred 
Tights of Naturel... How many children 
. their birth to the fape counſeis of the 
celebrated Trontchin 1. We alſo 'conibit too 
much corpulence by taking little ſlerp; making 
ſometimes uſe of aliments capable of heating, 
pure wine, and ſpirituous liquors, but with mo · 
Geration® 7 yr one "PERS! principal otuſes of 
* n a RN" NTT Zoey: Aale 
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C7 ©» Ulppocrates 8 Ty who deſire 
have children, never to become intoxicated, - and 5 
to uſe white wine, unleſs it is unadulferated and 


& 1 ſtrong. 
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ſterility is, the abuſe which'we.make- of ſtrong 
liquors; and it is to be feared, nt, without a 
remedy of this evil, the offefts x2 and 
a We 8 Feta 


mon bulkineſs, muſt not loſe blood, except in 
caſes af abſolute neceſſity, (and, to aſgertain 
that neceſlity, , à phyſician should always be 
conſulted ; reiterated pyrgations, and the uſ 
of ferruginous waters, are here extremely ſer. 
viceable; but, as we have previouſly obſeryed, 
it is exerciſe, and a diſſipatian of humqurs, 
that will concur, with the mo: OF e 
this diſeaſe. 
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10 0175 . H 
Atter the 9 · 4 — 8 uſe of, fer · 
ruginous waters, among which we give the 
preference to thoſe of  Paſly and Forges, the 
— may be advantagequſ]y em- 
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does not always produce impuiſſance; hut cauſes it 
not ſufficient diſorder when it ſcatters 1 on 
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Take an ounoe of or- martoẽẽw-rʒ a. 
1. A Iwo fresh volks of eggs; 1 bels 8 vide N 


den ke gad ee ud. gl hs 
A | elvt Wie 
Lay it all, in a plats, on a chaſing-diah, nile 
i babe do the confiſtence'of an ondelet. DOD 
BE GAS of Ad slot Jan mo 2 REO ee 


Tia muſt be eaten entirely up, in the 
eng mg and drinking thereon a glaſs 
of Spanish or Canary wine; all which is to be 
repeated during eight days, unleſs it too ſtrong· 
ly warms; for, as we have elſewhere obſerved, 
every-thing ne Nature, mut len 
ticully employed. * Ne 

In the firſt (ranch! edition of "y 
Work, I advanced an error which had crept 
into the Dictionnaire de Sante; and which ap- 
pears to me of importance. We there find 
the recipe, above given, in which is placed 70 
arachms of amber-gris, (144 grains)“, while 
ſcarcely fo large a quantity can be preſcribed in 
medecine. I have ſeen what may reſult, from 
GE of this N to men n without 


FEY of 


* See the Didionnaire de Sante, third edition, 
article STERILITE, 


poſſeſſing 


poſſeſling! requiſite: knowledge, 'make- uſe of all 
recipes which they encounter, either for: them 


ploy amber. gris on the authority of an eſtima - 
ble book, and enjoying a reputation that enti⸗ 


ues it to the greater regard, are not obiiteditoꝰ 
nom the doſes to which the fubſtances have 
beenireſtrained, that he uſes, He may be ig - | 


norantz that M. Lemeri has fixed the doſe of 
amber which may be given, to four grains, 
or ſomething moreꝰ; and thats if ſome phyſi . 
cians have-imagined this doſe ought to be aug 
mented; it is when required: by circumſtances; 
and that they were thereto induced with a view 
of repreſſing the too active effects of the am- 
ber, if it had been neceſſary f.. 
ho are habituated to amber: gris, and who em 
ploy it with ſo much the more ardour, from a 
mn Uhat this ſubſtance” er ee, 


* 5 Part. nc | 


and le Trait“ des Drogues, Wo the ſame ſo. 
the word ARA. ET 1 7 . 


+ See Is Matitre Medicale of M, ry Kc. 
le Manuel du Chirurgien, or in the Pharmacie Chi- 
rurgicale, at the end of the firſt Volume, where the 
doſe of bn for adults is limited to three grains. 


death, 


The Oriente 


== cen ane 


death, never permit themſelves mare of idithian 
ſeven: grains, or. eig at moſt f. „Inoqthe 
Diflionpaire MEN Naturelle, by M. Bo- 
mare, we read, that, with: regard to amber, 
it may be taken internally from an half to ten 
or twelte grains, ur even more for | 2s; n the 
doſes; there it no kind of rule for theſa pit of 
remedies: and diſeaſet f. M. Macqueryin;bis 
— de Pat avalled himſelf 05 the 

| bg — drew — 3 had to ſay — 
virtues of amber. In reading that which pre · 
 cedes, we shall ſer, that he does not touch on 
the aphrodiſiac virtues of amber in this paſſuge: 
© we alſo- attribute to it, ſays F M. Macquer, 
the property of .exciting- to the venereal act. 
But its moſt eſſential virtue is, the being an- 
© curing ſokce in certain hyſterical, vajoraus, 
* and conyulſive affections, and other diſeaſes of 
© rhe” nervous kenur: TMs en 
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” See le Dae, 1 alan. at the weed 
e ' Fund $i. N22 x 


we nt d n except in the 
ſecond edition of the Dictionnaire 4 Hiſtoire Natu- 
relle, at the word Ai. 10 94 


« from 
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: grain, &c.“ It u; then, in 
theſs diſeaſes, where a phyſician may paſs over 
the ordinary doſes; but there is no phyſician 
who can thus act, if the circumſtances do not 
abſolutely demand it. By recollecting what 
has been ſaid, after M. Sauvages, on the action 
of medicaments, in ſpeaking of opium, we 
shall be convinced, that ſuch a ſubſtance given 
ſucceſsfully to ſuch a man, will, adminiſtered 
'to another, produce the moſt dreadful conſe- 
quences; or even to the firſt, if the ſame cir- 
cumſtances no longer exiſt, I conceived it 


ſome perfons believe; that 'the uſe of amber, 
even to an exceflive doſe; is a matter of in- 
difference with regard to health. We- attach 
courſelves, as much as poſſible, to the deſtrut- 
tion of prejudices that meet our notice; their 
remains are yet too evident among men, 


Baths of which I have already ties in 
the Chapter on Impuiſſance, alſo concur to ba- 
nish ſterility in perſons who are too groſs, and 
therefore: extremely delicate. Bathing fupplies > 
the defect of exerciſe in ſome climates, | | 


vY INT de cue at the word ARE. 
Vor. I. 1 Tbe 
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- The Turkish women, nearly always in 4 | 
te of inaction, are indebted for their fecun - 
'dity to the uſe of the baths, which is a ſpecific 
againſt the vapours, and the greateſt part of 
ſpaſmodic accidents, to which females muſt be 
ſubjected who recline almoſt: continually on 
their ſopha. | If theſe women paſs fifteen days 
| without uſing the bath, they are attacked with 
p _ the head-ach, and their whole body ſuffers un- 
& | : eaſineſs; fore-runners of the mie 
that ſurround NN" GA: 


There are likewiſe inconveniences which 
. reſult from the uſe of the bath, even in the 
Eaſtern regions; but they might be eavily avoid 
ed, if ſuperſtition did. not oppoſe itſelf thereto. 
- Their frequency is exceſſive: every good Muſ - 
ſulman, who has ſlept by his wife, is obliged to 
purify himſelf in the bath; an unmarried Turk 
muſt bathe, if, during the night, he has been 
favoured with a voluptuous dream; and the 
women are, on their ſide, obliged to go into 
4 the bath, for the ſame cauſes, and under the 
f ſame obligation * Their PI * | 


- Thel are, among che Turks, a part only of 
the motives which oblige them to go into the bath, 
| which 


ON STERILITY, „ 
is diſpepſed with in time of prayer; but the 
bath is an eſſential duty, preſcribed by their 
religion, and from which they cannot poſſibly 


Fe b bad effefts orgdaced by baths, 0 
likewiſe on the qualities of the water, and the 
time of remaining in it f. If the water is 
warm, it occaſians ſyncopes, vomitings, ver- 
tigos, cardialgies, &. Beſides, the Turkish 
women continue a long time in the bath, where 
they are obliged to hold their toilette: they are 
repeatedly combed and laved, and their hair is 
taſtefully braided. Independent of the time 
which this demands, the women bath with their 
children, and repeat, to them, the fame cere- 
monies. The men, who ſcarcely enter the 
bath, lave themſelves, and again retire, expe- 
rience its good effects, without being expoſed, 


which they even recommence on hearing the cry of a 
pig; if a dog approaches them while bathing, &c. &c. 
See the Dictionnaire Eneyclopedique, at the word 
ABLUTION, 


* There is not a Turkich village with a tte 
moſque, or there is alſo a public bath. 
7+ See. Obſervations ſur les Turcs, by Porter, 
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as as women, to che nen of TI. I 
1 ee 


7 
* 
/ 


It would be eaſy to derive advantage from 
baths in our climate, if we diſcarded all that 
can render them dangerous. We sbould, prin. 
cipally, avoid imitating the conduct of the Ruſ. 
ſians, who, after having uſed the bath, which is 
a ſtove called a vapour. bath , take repoſe in their 


* The Turks are not the only people who fre- 
quently avail themſelves of the baths at Conſtanti- 
nople: the Greeks, Armenians, and Jews, alſo make 
uſe of them. Their women, as well as thoſe of 
the Turks, permit their hair to be braided alone in 
the baths. The Armenian women, who do not often 
change their linen, are obliged to lave more frequently 
than the Turkish females. We find, iu a Diſſerta- 
tion ſur les Bains Orientauæ, by M. Ant. Timony, 
phyſician at Conſtantinople, inſerted in the Work of 
M. Clerc, the moſt curious, and at the ſame time the 
moiſt uſeful, details on the advantages and inconve- 
niences which reſult from the uſe of baths in the 
Faſt. See PHiſtoire Naturelle de P Homme, con- 
fidere dans Petar de Maladie, tome II. 


+ Theſe baths are uſed in a ſufficiently ſinall 
chamber, the cieling of which is but little elevated 
They contain one or feveral batches of bricks, where- 

| in 


ON STERILITY. 317 


beds, and drink the moſt forcible cordials. In 
this manner we deſtroy, in an inſtant, the good 
effocts of the remedy employed, and hatch the 


germ of various dangerous diſeaſes; ” or, at 


leaſt, man is expoſed to paſs his days in a ſtate 
of languor, that renders him incapable of every- 
thing. n N 


What T here advance, is by no means fo- 
reign to my object. When the celebate phi- 
leſophers exclaim, Fathers and mothers, 
« plunge your children in the Styx!“ we admire 
their declamations, by: always follow the an · 
cient manner of rearing, When skilful phy- 
ſicians aroſe, accompanied by reaſon and expe» 


in the fire is thrown, till the large and inclining ſtone 
on their ſummit becomes red hot, When thoſe who 
would uie the yapour-baths, whether men or women, 
are undreſſed, they ſpill ov this ſtone hot or cold 
water, that riſes in vapours, and diſperſes itſelf on 
the naked body. The atmoſphere of the room, at 
this moment, reſembles that of an oven or a {ſugar 
bake houſe. Several Frenchmen, who would make 
a trial of this Ruſſian bath, aſſured me that they could 
not remain in it a ſingle minute, See, for what ac- 
cords with this ſubject, the Voyage an Siberie, by 
M. VAbbe Chappe d' Autroche. Vol. I, Part I. 


Si rienca, 
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Tience, which philoſophers ſupported; when the 
Tiſſots preſented examples; and ſaid, Accuſ. 
© tom your children, by degrees, to the oold 
«© bath;” many perſons felt the importance of 
this method to fortify mankind, and began with 
introducing it into uſe. But what happened 
from thence? Of the children dcſtined to be 
plunged in cold water, a part were put into 
warm water; [and the commencement ought 
to have taken place with lukewarm water ]. 

Afterwards was apprehended, the too vivid im- 
preſſion of a cold liquid on the body of a fa. 
vourite infant; the warm baths were continued; 

and I have ſen ſome children, who, thanks 
to the extreme tenderneſs of their parents, 
will never be other than weak and afflited 
men, if the infirmities with which they are al. 
ready attacked, permit them to reach the or- 
dinary extent of human exiſtence *. * 


Weak 


* As to the manner of bathing children, conſult 
the precepts of M. Tiſſot, in his excellent Work, 

Avis au Peuple ſur ſa ſantt, Vol. II. chap. xxvii. 
La Diſſertation de NV. Ballexſerd ſur F Education 
phyſique des Enfans, firſt epocha. We find, in this 
Diſſertation, the moſt ſenſible reaſoning on the admi- 
niſtration of baths to Children; the author there ba- 
| lances 


* 


on erunttity. 319. 


Weak perſors, who, for combating ſterility, 
have recourſe to warm baths, will experience 
the ſame inconvenience ; particularly if, like 
the Ruſſians, they do not endeavour, after ufing 8 
the bath, to re- eſtablish the tone and elaſticity | 
of the fibres. The ſtrength of the common” 
porters at Conſtantinople, of which prodigies 
have been related, is acquired, and ſuſtained, ' 
by the exerciſe which theſe men are obliged to 
take. Far would they be from this ſtate, and 
never would their fibres reſume the neceſſary” 
degree of force, if, on inſtantly coming from 
the bath, they reſigned themſelves to effeminacy 
and indolence. In Ruflia, the common peo- 
ple, who in ſome reſpects conduct themſelves 
with more prudence than thoſe of the higher 
ranks, eat ſhow,' or ice, when in the bath, 
while their body is entirely covered with ſweat, 
which, by this means, becomes the more co. 
pious, * When the Movugik “, fays M. Clerc, 
* has ſweated according to his deſire, he comes 


lances the advantages and diſadvantages which may 
from thence reſult, according * 
the conſtitution of individuals. 

* This is the generical name which, in Ruſla, 
* ſubject, or ſlave. 


T4 * wholly 


belly naked 3 the bath, with a -fumia 
© body, as red as a boiled lobſter, and thus jumps 
into the river, that is always proximate 10 
© the bath. If the ice of the winter oppoſes 
this cuſtom, he contents himſelf by ſprink- 
ling, repeatedly, from head to foot, with 
water obtained from holes which are dug for 
© that purpoſe. After this ceremony, he puts 
© on a sheep's:skin dreſs, and next proceeds to 
* drink a goblet or two of very ſtrong ſpirits 
* drawn from grain; or, if that is beyond his 
© ability, he makes uſe of ſtrong beer. . This 
* bath. renders the Mougik cheerful, alert, and 
«© willing to acquit himſelf of the rudeſt labour. 
. It is in this manner that we temper 
| + ſteel*” © The labouring people, ſays M. 
Abbe Chappe, further, leave the bath, co- 
« vered entirely with ſweat, and roll themſelves 
? in ſnow, regardleſs of the ſeverelt cold, prov- 
© ing, at nearly the ſame inſtant, a heat of 50 
© to 60 degrees, and a cold of more than 20 
. © degrees, without meeting with any accident f. 


* Hiſtoire Naturelie de P Homme, e dans 
] bat de maladie, tom. II. 


I Voyages en Siberie, loco citato. 


From 
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From this manner of acting, it reſults that 
the common men and women often eſcape, and 
alſo cure, a; great number of diſeaſes, by uſing 
the vapour baths, followed by the immerſion in 
cold water; while the beau monde (we have 
before ſeen how they conduct themſelves on 
coming from the bath) are ſubjected to fluxions, 
complaints in the throat, ſevere colds, catarrhs 
that often degenerate in aſthma, or terminate in 
phthiſic, relaxation and effeminacy of the flesh, 
and a groſs bulkineſs, that ſo facilely cauſes 
ſterility» Nothing is more common than to 
ſee the head, the face, or the neck, of the Ruſ- 
ſian ladies enveloped in an handkerchief, and 
to hear them complain that their indiſpoſitions 
ariſe from à cold. 


oath I: is good vou know ſays M. le Comte 
Algarorti, * that the cuſtom of the country [in 
* Ruſſia] is, to take the children from an oven, 
© in which they are kept a certain time, and 
* then to throw them into cold water and ice. 
In this manner they are fortified againſt the 
© heat and the froft, and rendered more invul. 
* nerable to the attacks of the ſeaſons, than 
F Achilles to thoſe of the lances and the ar. 
© TOWS..... Nevertheleſs, every ſoldier, be · 
iter © ſides 
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© ſides his arms, always carries a mantle, with 
which he covers himſelf in caſe of neceſſity; 

do fleeps on the ſnow as if in the fineſt bed 
2 6 The nourishment of the ſoldier is not 
-abundant {. -/ When in camp, be re- 
Nig whey rarer ard oven in the earth, and 
there bakes his bread, When he is to be 
regaled, they give him a ſort of very hard 
© biſcuit, which he pounds, and boils with alt 
© and herbs, that he finds every- where. But, 
«© the greateſt part of the time, he is content 
de eee WY oe 


The Ruſſians muſt thus be i} with 
reference to what we have ſuggeſted, as a peo- 
ple in whom reſides ſtrength the moſt energetic: 
but, even as by other nations, we find in their 
morals ſome vices that riſe continually apainſt 
population. In the courſe of this Work, we 
shall have occaſion to ſpeak of ſome abuſes and 
prejudices, obſerved by M. I Abbe Chappe, 
during his travels in Siberia, and which forcibly 
oppoſe the perfection of the human ſpecies, 


Lettre: ſur la Ruſſie, containing the ſtate of 
commerce, the marine, the revenue, and the power of 
the W 


among 
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among « People where the cite, d u part 
of the phyſical education, concurs to er 5 
5 ary e 00 mdf Ber 


All that tends to ok the body frong 
in a yet tender age, makes, at mature years, vi- 
gorous combatants; and men fo conſtituted; 
muſt be as excellent in the art of peopling the 
world, ag in the horrible profeſſion of deftroy- 
ing it. There is no probability that it will 
ever be neceſſary, in our climate, to harden 
mankind, very nearly in the ſame manner as we 
temper ſteel, through the means which the 
Ruflians employ: but, in moderating the ex · 
pedients, and aſſorting them to our actual con- 
ſtitution, should we not effect their recovery 

by little and little? At leaſt, it would de- 
mand extraordinary accidents to occaſion ſterl- 

lity in individuals who, from their birth, have 


We muſt commence by the phyſical educa- - 
tion; and the excellent books written on this object, 
announce that, ſince ſome years, it is become capital. 

Among theſe uſeful Works we may cite, Locke on 
the Education of Children, from whence excellent 
precepts have been drawn for ' treatiſes on education, 
ſince published. The Chapter on Pnftiturion des 

_ Enfans, 


* 
* 
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been bred up in a manner that, enables them to 
reckon on their ſtrength. © It is by exerciſe, 
and habituating the body to every-thing, that 
we attain to render it vigorous. x 


The English would form a nation incom- 
parably ſtronger than that of the French, if 
the rude education which they give their chil. 
dren was not, in ſome ſort, thrown away for the 
moſt part, when, becoming maſters of their own 
actions, they wholly reſign themſelves, after 
our example, to that diſſipation which meets 
their inclinations with facility. The ingenious 
author of the Letter on the Patagonians, gives 
us a ſtriking example of the English cuſtom, 
to fortify the human body in due time. Ac- 


Enfans, in the Eſſays of Montaigne, is likewiſe a 
ſource from whence we derive ſerviceable knowledge. 
All the world knows the Work of the Citizen of Ge- 
neva, that has likewiſe education for its object; the 
Diſſertation of M. Ballexſerd; the Commentaries of 
Van Swieten on the aphoriſms of Boerhave, who treats 
with ſo much ſagacity on the diſeaſes of children, and 
the manner of conducting them in the firſt period of 
their life; Eſſay on the manner of perfecting the Hu- 
man Species, by Vandermonde; Treatiſe on the Me- 
dicinal Education of Children. in their firſt years, by 
M. des Eſſarts, &c. &c. | 


cording 
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cording to the idea which out-writer uns of 
the Patagonians, their education' entirely conſiſts 
in | continual bodily exerciſes; Doctor, faid_ 
he to Mr. Maty, © have the people in England 
* reſolved on becoming Patagonians, in ſome- 
© wiſe? _ You plunge your children in the 
© Thames... But, chere is ſomething which 


«* ſurpaſſes this: I recolle& that, in my journey 


[ 


through Italy, I rencountered, at Genoa, 
the commander of your fleet, Harriſon, who 
© had the politeneſs to invite me on board his 


chip. .. In the middle of our converſation, 


two children entered the apartment, hav- 
ing aprons before them, and covered with 
* ſweat and tar, looking like ſwabbers : they 
© came to ſalute the Commander, and this was 
© with an air of confidence, and nearly of fa- 
* miliarity»y. I asked him, Who theſe pupils 
© were? He anſwered; One is the ne- 
© phew of Admiral Hervey and my Lord Briſtol, 
C and the other belongs to me.” And what 
vill be their firſt ſtation ?” That of ſeaman, 
© and fo on, till they arrive at the chief com. 
« mand.” They left us, in order to climb up 
the maſts,” * 


* Letter to Doctor Maty, Secretary of the Roy al 
Society at London, on the Patagonian Giants. This 


pamphlet, 
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Independent of the - progreſs c men, 
um managed, muſt; mike, we may aſſert, that 
they, conſerving the precious germ of ſtrength 
and agility, introduced at an age when the cor- 

poreal faculties ask for developement, in many 
reſpects will prove of utility to their country. 
There is reaſon, in good truth, tu fear, that 
young perſons, whoſe organs have been fortified 
by an abundance of exerciſe, will incline to. 
wards the pleaſures of love before the neceſſary 
period: but the example of thoſe who inhabit 
champaign countries, muſt remove theſe appre- 
henſions. With all the requiſite qualities for 
proving. their vigour, they are | the more re- 
ſerved, and reſtrain their violent paſſions with 
more force than our inactive youth, leſs affected 
to love by the ſenſes than the imagination. 
I prefer that he, even in debauchery,” ſays 
Montaigne, ſpeaking of a young man, ſur- 
'* paſs his companions in wur and reſolution, 
and that he do not leave evil from the want 
of ſtrength or ſcience, but from default of 


pamphlet, which is a critique on our morals, compre- 
hends uſeful matters, from whence advantages may be 
drawn, to a certain point, for ſtrengthening the body 


of young perſons. 
6 will.“ 
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+ witl®.*> If it is neceſſary to ſtop the explo- 
ſion of the fire of love, it muſt occur by de- 
may follow, in a too tender age, as I have elſe. 
where obſor ved. The ancient wreſtlers ab- 
ſtalned from the company of women, in order 
to be ſtronger and more valiant in the olympic 

and gymnaſtic games. The ancient Gauls, 
ſays Montaigne, alſn, *'eſteemed it extremely 
© reproachful” to have had acquaintance with a 
© woman before the age of twenty; andiſingu- 
c larly recommended men, who would fit them- 
« ſelves for war, long to conſerve their pu- 


© celage, becauſe courage becomes effeminate 


«© and miſapplicable by an indulgence in thoſe 
6 mann 


* 


Theſe men woidalfo have formed a a coura- 
geous nation, whom nothing could have re- 
ſiſted, if they had not degenerated by little and 
little, and delivered themſelves to exceſſive de- 
bauchery, which is the offspring of luxury, 
and from whence are born the diſeaſes and the 
infirmities that enfeeble . and derange 


N See Book I. c 15. VInſtitution: der 


enfant. 
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the individuals of Which they are compoſed, 
Ancient hiſtorians paint the Gauls as formidable 
men, inſomuch that they feared nothing, and 
eſteemed flight ſuch. a- ſcandalous thing, that 
they even refuſed to remove from: houſes which. 
were RR io mand e mort one 
een a eo 
-Ie has thous: been pal to give young 
perſons uncommon -vigour, and to ſuſpend, 
for ſome time, its operations with relation; to 
pleaſures, ; What advantages would there not 
reſult to the Nation, when theſe men, arrived 
at a ſtate of perfection, should direct their 
ſtrength to love with all the ren of a ro- 
buſt <a wake d cine 


We obſerve yet a ee of — * 
depends leſs on the man and the woman, than 
the locality of 1 * 1. famous 


N Mimoires des Fine &c. * ur Da 
pleix. Liv. I. Chap. 9. 


+ The Gallic laws carried tals attention ſo far, 
as to condemn a young man to an amercement, whoſe 
waiſt exceeded a certain meaſure, for being ſomewhat 
too fat; which, {ays the Hiſtorian whom I have cited 
in the preceding note, it an ordinary mark of indo- 


lence and ſluggishneſs. 
treatiſe 


e nner. | 


A on Air and Water *, Hippocrates has 
developed, in an admirable manner, the influ- 
ence of theſe elements, particularly that which 
.obſervations' of this great man, we'may account 
ee rene een egg f OP 
Ree wy Tis 

Ar NN 115 
- The n given by: the laber of Me- 
ticine, to thoſe ho are deſtined to that ſcience, 
should be known to all men who cherish their 
health. It would be wandering from the plan of 
my Work, to extract from the important article 
of which I ſpeak; all which has more or leſs 
remoteneſs to my object: there are, neverthe- 
leſs, ſome eſſential obſervations, which I will 
rapidly offer my readers. Hippocrates; in his 
obſervations, ' conſidered entire Nations; but 
we muſt, more particularly, combine individuals, 
when they become utile for the moſt part, in 
reference to the object of which I treat. 


Did. de Mad. art. Am. We likewiſe 5nd 
this precious piece in P Hiſtoire Naturelle de Phomme 
malade, tom. II. part iv. and thoſe perſons muſt ac- 
knowledge an obligation to that Author, who are un- 
able to procure a Work ſo . as the Diction 
naire de Medec ine. 


Vo, I. &-. -> 4 
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- 


- 
* 
= 57 * 


nail After the preliminary knowledge with re- | 
ſpect to climate, Hippocrates: would; that the 


phyſician: who is there deſtined to exerciſe bis 
art, occupy. -himfelf with the. manner of life 
which the inhabitants lead. He mult obſerve, 
ſays Hippocrates; whether they are great drinkers 
and great eaters; whether they drink little, and 
at the ſame time eat abundantly; whether they 


are ſlothful, and enemies of labour ; or, on the 


.other hand, if they love oceupation and exer- 
eiſe. It is from thence that he muſt draw his 
eg ee perten eee | 


— 


Ass, whit l have proviegily Gi 10 1 


- eaſy to conceive. that, in Aa marriage where ſte- 
rility is cauſed by the inaction of the two indi- 
viduals, or exceſs in the aliments, that 'canti- 
nually derange the functions, the method of 


cure muſt occur through the means Which 1 


have indicated, after the cauſe has been diſeo- 


vered; and this may be effected with facility, 


by ſtudying, in anywiſe, to follow the obſerva- 
tions of Hippocrates, 95 


Every city expoſed to bot winds, (that is to 
ap, to winds that elevate themſelves between 


0 the eaſt and the welt in winter) and, moreover, 


protected 
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prote ed againſt-thoſs of the north, is abundant. 


in water; but that water is ous and # pow. 
derous. 


This unn of b betete is very 
frequently .confirmed. © Perſons, obliged to te · 
move, for ſome. time, from the place of their 
habitation, and where they made uſe of the 
water mentioned by our immortal obierver; 
have become fruitiul as an as en 
tinued it. 87 | 19s 


Cities e have a bad es and, are 
provided with, water from lakes and marshes, 
| ſtand expoſed. to continual variations. If the 
| ſummer be dry, the diſcaſes there are of, short, 
duration; if the winter be cold, the men there, 
in the head, are very humid and full of pitaitg, 
une Theſe men have little firength. and vigour 4; 
they do not digeſt than with pain.. the ſmalleſt, 
exceſs incommodes them... The women, 
there, are unhealthy, and ſubject to flux ions. 
Many, through diſeaſe, and by no means through 
Nature, are rendered ſterile, or miſcarry. The 
children, in thoſe places, have aſthmas, and fall. 
into frequent convulſions...+i+ When the 
men are paſſed the fiftieth year, they become 

Us 2 paralytie, 
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paralytic, if the ſun pierces them adi on: 
the head, or they have ſulfered too great # 
degree of cold. 


Thus indicating the evil, Hippocrates ws, 
at the fame time, how it may be prevented. 
In fact, the continual variations of the atmo - 
© ſphere would have little influence on the body, 
if the body was habituated to thoſe variations : 
men can have nothing to fear from exceſs, if 
they do not indulge in it; in avoiding diſeaſes, 
we avoid ſterility, ſince they are the conſequen- 
ces thereof, &c. 


As to Cities which, ſecured from hot EN 
receive in ſummer the cold winds between the 
weſt and eaſt, the water there is cold; and the 
men commonly large and dry... they eat more 
than they drink, have a healthy and ſtrong 
head, and the greateſt part of them are ſubje& 
to ruptures of the veſſels. In ſummer they 
have, till the age of thirty, great and frequent 
bloodings at the noſe, and - nevertheleſs live 
a longer time than the others. The hardneſs 
of the water, its crudity, and coldneſs, render 
many women ſierile, ſuppreſs their menſes, or 
W derange them at leaſt, We at- 


tribute, 
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tribute, likewiſe, difficult deliveries tothis "wake; 
and the hindrance which women experience 
when they would nourish their infants'; the 
crudity and hardneſs of the water deſtroying 
the milk, Infancy, in theſe cities, continues 
a longer time than elſewhere; and puberty there 

a more tardy. 0 


Citties turning to the eaſt, are beyond com- 
pariſon more healthy than thoſe which turn to 
the north or the ſouth; although the difference 
of ſituation should not exceed a furlong. The 
water, that receives the rays of the riſing ſun, 
can be no otherwiſe than exceedingly clear, very 
light, and of an agreeable ſavour. It is puri- 
fied by the firſt rays of the ſun; and the air 
retains for a long time the impreſſions of the 
morning. There the men have a good and 
blooming colour, a clear and ſound voice, and 
paſſions ſufficiently moderate, which is a grand 
point towards fecundity: the women, there, are 
alſo On and have a facile delivery. 


But. cities which look to the weſt, ſo as 
to be covered from the eaſt winds, and re- 
ceive no other than ſouth and north winds; 
theſe cities, ſays Hippocrates, are neceſſarily un- 

U 3 healthy: 


healthy: 'the witer there is 565 Gab and the 
Tun does not act on it till that body is already 
very high. Every morning, during the ſum- 
mer, the cold winds blow, and the dew falls 
plentifully. For the remainder of the day, 
the ſun burns and drys the men; and it is for 
that reaſon they have neither ſtrength nor co- 
2 and become ſubject to an infinity of diſ- 
They have, moſtly, a rude and hoarſe 
. originating in the groſsneſs and impurity 
of the air, that cannot be purged by the dry 
north winds, while they are not of long dura- 
tion, and becauſe thoſe which predominate 
there are very humid and pluvious. The weſt 
ern winds perfectly reſemble thoſe of autumn ; 
and the ſituation of theſe cities gives them a 
temperature very nearly ſimilar to that of this 
| ſeaſon, cauſed by the changes which happen 
there in the ſame day: for, mornings and even- 
inge, the temperature is entirely oppoſite. A 


Nothing more demonſtrates the a 
effects that muſt reſult from the favourable ſitu- 
ation of a country, than the longevity of the 
inhabitants of Petiz-Clery, in Clermont. Though 
this village ſcarcely conſiſts of five and twenty 
| families, we found there, at the end of 1768, 
twelve 


twelve perſons in very good health, whoſe 


ages together made 993 years and 2 months . 


It is aſtonishing that, in ſuch a ſmall village, 
ſo many perſons were found in an advanced 


age. e e er eee OP: | 


neſs of that poſition. -} The village lies doſe 
by che Maeſe, on a ſmall hill, the aſpect of which 


turns to the north, and at the foot of it i a 
hkttle meadow, environed with beautiſul 89 ts 


ne from the woods. * 


Whas Hijotrates has hitherto {aid of che 


water, is found to be connected with his obſer- 


vations on the ſituation and the temperature of 
cities. He, in purſuance, again returns to his 
firſt object, which he has ſcarcely indicated, 
He examines what good and what evil muſt 
reſult from the uſe of waters, relatively to their 
properties. 13% ** 


The water of moraſſes and that of lakes, 


and in general all ſtagnant waters, muſt, in ſum- 


mer, be neceſſarily hot, thick, and 1 


guru. Encycly, December 1768. . er 
twelve perſons were, three men and nine women, 


Us _ becauſe 


+ 
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becauſe they have no means of running off, 
always receive the draining of the canals, and 
become burnt by the ſun. In winter, they 
are cold, icy and troubled, heavy, and groſs. 
Thoſe who habitually drink this water, are the 
prey to an infinity of diſeaſes. They cauſe 
obſtructions in the principal viſcera, render the 
face lean, and impoverish the whole body. 
Women who make uſe of them, conceive with 
pain, and are delivered with difficulty: they 
generally bring into the world very groſs and 
turgid children, but who, at length, fall into 
conſumption, always continue in a bad ſtate of 
health, and ſubject to various accidents, I. 
alſo often happens, that the women imagine them - 
ſelves pregnant; but when the uſual time for 
gelirery approaches, their burden diſappears. 


Ibe worſt waters, after the preceding, are 
thoſe which flow from rocks —for they are 
hard; and thoſe which proceed from places 
where that element is warm, 'and where iron, 
copper, ſilver, gold, ſulphur, vitriol, bitumen, 
or ſalpetre, ariſes. Theſe waters paſs with 
difficulty, and impede the Yoder in the diſcharge 
of its funAions. | | 


Water 
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Water the leaſt prejudicial, is-that which 
flows. from: high placen.and hills, nn Unt have 


hardly a | ſandy. earth; for they are ſoft add 


limpid, hot in winter, and cold in | ſummer ; 
which is a mark that their ſources are very pro- 
found. But that, principally, muſt be pre- 
ferred which has its courſe towards the eaſt, 
and particularly towards the eaſt in ſummer. 


very unfit to drink. 


We place in G 
which, in winter, flow towards the ſouth, and 
between the caſt and weſt: but they are leſs 
ee en eee 


eee eee ee 


and. diſpoſed to inflammation, muſt uſe the 
ſofteſt and lighteſt water; and thoſe who have 


a- ſoft, humid, and pituitous body, - muſt avail - 


themſelves of the-moſt hard, crude, and ſome- 


what ſaltish waters; for they conſume ting: pi. 


tuitie and that n | 


: All waters in; which 8 are boiled 
with facility, and that diſſolve and penetrate the 
viands, conſequently relax the body, and com- 


municate 


All ſalt, acrid, and crude enn 


= 


the other: the one is ſoft, the other ſalt and 


muvicato its vieres tot. Waters vieh ar 

with diſaley, cannot be e otherwiſe ch bebe 
$ et til. 

| Rdiriavnter: —— a. ws 

and clear, ae 189, ae 

en . e- v regs very pe 

judicial; for all water that has been frozen; 


never recovers its firſt Wen | 


Tue e nephritic colic, er dif-. 
ficulty of urine, ſciatica, and tumours, particu» 
larly affect men who drink all ſorts of waters 
whoſe ſources are very diſtantly ſituated, or 
in which other waters of rivers, lakes, or fens, 
diſcharge themſelves, It is impoſſible that the 
water of the one should reſemble the water of 


aluminous; this is cold, that is warm, &c. No- 
thing is more n than this liaiſe, 
* Theſe good 3 depend on the puxity of 
the air: but it is not always in this ſtate; and the 
water, then, contains groſs, matters, which demand 
diſtillation, to render them light and more pure, 


ſays 


- | 
ee. 1 , ; 
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diſeaſes ſpring fol apparent bra which we 
ſecond 1e _ Geftroy. 


We catmot. refuſe to betievs, that the as 
and the water has a ſenſible action on the mut. 
tiplication of the ſpecies, and that the differ. 
ences which they produce are very remarkable. 
This is what Hippocrates has ſaid, in conſidering 
the variation of ſeaſons and that of ſoil. So is 
it precifely with men, if we regard them nar- 
 rowly: in one, nature is the ſame as that of 
mountains, foreſts, and arid places; in another, 
che has reſemblance to light and humid diſtricts: 
here is she the ſame as the country which has 
meadows and moraſſes; and there we recogniſe 
nature in the plains and in bare and dry ſitua. 
tions. The varieties of the ſeaſons, that 
change the nature of things, are great and nu; 
merous; and the diverſities which they yang 
are * means n | 


Our PEW for ets to what point 

the temperature of climate influences the vi- 
gour, and of conſequence the fertility, of men, 

expoſes the refle&ions which inſtigated him to 

make his obſervations, Aſia, ſays he, differs 

8 from 
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from Europe, in the nature of the plants and 
the men; for all comes forth larger and more 
beautiful in Aſia than in Europe. This is 
cauſed by the temperature and the equality of 
the ſeaſons; while that which contributes moſt 
to the goodneſs and accretion of things which 
are- produced in a country, is the temperature 
of the air. I will not aſſert that the climate 
of Aſia is every=where. equal, continues our 
Author: I ſpeak only. of that part which is the 
moſt temperate.... Ie children there are 
reared with more facility; the men are better 
conſtituted, more beautiful, larger, and better 
proportioned; and for what relates to the pitch and 
beauty of the voice, there is ſcarcely any dif- 
ference between them: ſo that we may be aſ- 
ſured, this climate approaches, more than all 
others, to the moſt natural and temperate con» 
ſtitution. But it is impoſſible that ſtrength, 
courage, vigour, and patience in labour, can 
accompany conſtitutions which are alike: taſte 
and inſtinct, there, are not conſtant ;' precipita - 
ted by voluptuouſneſs, one ſex is not confined, 
excluſively, to the other... It is thus, alſo, 
in "Oi and in ne 


1 ſpeaking of the pocyly who inhabit the 
borders 


\ 
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chat their country is marshy, hot, humid, and 
shaded- In all times, ſays he, very heavy 
rains fall there; and the inhabitants live n mo- 
raſſes, and build in middle of the waters. They 


ſeldom viſit the eities, but wander about in lit⸗ 
tle barks, which are made from the ſingle trunk 


of a tree. They drink no other than warm 
and ſtagnant waters, that are corrupted by the 


ſun, and thickened by rains. Even the Phaſe 


is nothing more than a dormant water; of all 
rivers, it is the moſt tranquil and the ſloweſt: 
The fruits which theſe people eat, are blighted, 
imperfect, and without ſavour; the exceſſive 
bumidity' wilt not permit them to reach their 
proper ſtate of ripeneſs: and it is this humidity 
that renders the air of that climate very thick 


and groſs. All which, joined together, is the 


reaſon that the inhabitants differ from other 
men in figure; they are exceſſively large and 
horribly groſs ; they are pale and wan, as patients 
who have the jaundice; and, moreover, ſlow in 


labour. 


To the conſtitution of theſe Aſiatics, Hip · 
pocrates oppoſes that of the Sauromatians; Eu» 
eee who live nearly cloſe to the Paus 


Meotide. 


borders of the Phaſes, Hippocrates oblirves; 


5 
F. 
91 


342 een. 


NMeotide. The women on horſeback, 
throw the javelip, and engagg-In. combats; dyr- 
iog the period of their virginity, They muſt. 
bave killed three of their enemies, in order for 
obtaining permiſſion to marry id they do not 
reſide with their husbands, than ill after hav- 


ing made the ſacrifice ordered by the law. A. 


woman, when married, js excuſed from mount · 


country is forced to take up arms in caſe of 
ſome great neceſlity, Tbey have only the 
left · breaſt; for while the children are; young, 
breaſt with a copper inſtrument purpoſely made; 
ſo that this breaſt being prevented from grows 
ing, all the ſtrength and che nourighment is cars 
ah to op shoulder and the den, Cc. 


| Wee cannot bat. gi oat a _ e 
between the conſtitution of this people and that 
of the Phaſians; ſince the cuſtom of the firſt, 
in excuſing the women from thoſe exerciſes de» 
fore-mentioned, after their marriage, greatly 
contributes to multiply the ſpecies: for a very 
ordinary cauſe of ſterility js, the. too frequent 
indulgence in equeſtrian attachments; of which 
the Scythians are a proof. | 


Thoſe 


7 
Those people om we cal Vaulerer:, 
ſays\Hippoorates, as having no houſes, and u-. 
ing in carriages , remain in on place no longer 
than they can find forage; and when ni is c- 
ſumed, they decamp and 0 elſe where. In 
theſe carriages the Women live; and the men 
follow them on horſeback, at-the head of their 
flocks and their ſtuds. Vie ſind vo nation that 
it mor ſterile, or hoſe animals are ſinaller in 
number and ſige. All the wen reſemble each 
other; they are fat and flabby ;; their, joints 
are relaxed, and drenched in bumours, like their 
whale: hody, . This maſs of flesh, and this 
fatneſs, render them ſo much alike, that ane 

man differs hardly in the leaſt from another, 
nor one woman from the other. This in part 
ariſes alſo, ſuys our immortal obſerver, becauſe 
the ſeaſons there being always equal, no phy- 
ſical changes occur, nor any alteration in the 
ſemence, unleſs through ſome diſcaſe, or ſome 
very violent and rare accident f. 


» Theſe carriages have four or fix wheels; : they 
are covered with carpets, and made, as houſes, in ſe- 
veral ſtories. Theſe wowee houſes are "OR 
by two or three pair of cken. 

1 Such is the ſituation of me country W 
by . that the inhabitants there are conti- 


nually 


. ubjeRt of the people of whom he has given a 
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Wust I have elſewhere ſaid: or ths bomb 


diy md the exceſlive bulkineſs which cauſes 
ſterility, is confirmed by Hippocrates,” on the 


deſcription. Mot part of the Scythians, and 
in general all the /anderers, burn their shoul 
ders, arms, joints of the hands, breaſt, thighs, 
and loins, on account of the exceſſive humidity 
that relaxes and enervates them. They have not 
ſtrength to bend a bow, nor to throw' vz; lante: 
but when they have burnt themſelves; © their 
joints are ſtronger, and their body becomes 
more robuſt and fim. They are; nevertheleſs, 
' explore na gs * ee 


nually d 6 Un act binde which whe ſhow, 
the ice, and the water, render extremely cold. The 
. winter there 1s perpetual: the ſummer dures only a 
few days, when the ſun, at the end of the ſummer 
ſolſtice, approaches theſe regions, and at that time his 
heat is very weak. The Scythians have always the 
ſame nourishment, and the ſame apparel, in ſummer 
and winter; the air which they inſpire, is always the 
{ame, thick and humid; and they have nothing to 
drink, except ice and ſnow-water. It is from this 
general uniformity that Hippocrates has drawn the 
conſtant reſemblance of individuals, with reſpe& to 
the moral and the phyſical. 


being 


P 
* ' 
: 9 * 
* 


being the moſt ſterile of all people : the greateſt 
part are even impuiſſant ; acquit themſelves 
of duties proper to the women; and ſpeak 
in the ſame manner as that ſex.,--\. They are 
called by a name expreſſive of effeminacy. 
When, in approaching their women, the ſigns 
of manhood no more appear, they doubt not 
of having offended the Gods, who, in revenge, 
have doomed them to feel theſe eſfects of their 
choler. They put on the female dreſs, and 
publicly avow their impuiſſance; live as wo- 
. wh ne all the e een 


* We likewiſe find: here this truth; fab 
shed in all times and in all places, that the com- 
mon rank is the part moſt healthy in a ſtate 
for the multiplication of the ſpecies The 
impuiſſance of which we ſpeak; never at tachis 
the poor: the noble and ihe. rich, ſays Hippo: 
crates, are alone ſubjected thereto, becauſe they 
always ride on horſeback, or in a chaiſe 3 while 
the poor, on the contrary, go on foot.” He like - 
wiſe obſerves, that e colour and the hair of 
the Scythians are red; and that fecundity is not 

proper to temperaments of this nature. ' Wien 
regard to the women, their humidity and fat- 


neſs oppoſes conception, * Popping the orifice of | 
Vol I, „ 


the matricc. Their ſlaves are of great utility 
to the Nation: charged with all the labour, 
and uſing continual exerciſe, they are very lean, 
and therefore conceive with a facility, of which 
the nation experience the happineſF,” ' Theſe 
ſlaves impede ſolely the too ber r 
of woe ew: 5 __ remand 


me Abthes of Recherches fat tes _ 
wits who ſeems to have had no*knowledge of 
what Hippocrates has faid of the Scythians, re- 
| latively to the colour of their hair, regards 
it as no leſs than a shadow of degeneration, as 
a ſpecies of diſeaſe, even in our climates. We 
may judge thereon by the inductions which this 
author draws from the blemishes diſcernible on 
the skin of thoſe perſons of whom we ſpeak. 
»White men, ſays M. de P***, © are never 
red without being pale, and emitting a diſa 
© agreeable odour: we remark, in them, be- 
e tween the epidermis and the skin, filthineſs — 
_ © Jenticular blemishes, occaſioned by viſcous 
nnd impure matters which are depoſited and 
© accumulated at the orifice of the exhaling veſ- 
+ fels, from whence the colour contracts a va- 
55 . which manifeſts itſelf moſt in ſum- 
's 00's 
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mer, when the tranſpiration is ſenſible*.” In 
fact, Practitioners may obſerve, that, in ſevere. 
maladies, which attack thoſe who are red, the 
developement of ſymptoms is attended very 
often with differences that are not remarked 
when the fame diſeaſes fall to the lot of other 
perſons. It is principally in inflammatory diſ- 
eiſes that we have had an opportunity of ob- 
ſerving this. In admitting a ſort of degenera · 
tion in the conſtitution of perſons here alluded 
to; it would be very eaſy. to ſay wherefore 
they, although ordinarily but little fecund, ſeem 
to be no leſs impelled to phyſical love.. We 
shall ſee, in the Chapter on the Influence: of 
Marriage on Health, that it is certain maladies 
which, through circumſtances, ſeemingly carry 
thoſe who are therewith attacked, towards phy · 
rangement, an acridity if we will, in ſome 
fluids, we shall explicate how ſome perſons: 
no leſs robuſt and vigorous, are — 
| with venereal irritations. . ; 804660 Hs 2 


P, 


— 


10 Through the force. of his genius, Hippo. 
erates was elevated above the ſuperſtitious ideas 
KNecherches Philaſaphiguès ind les aui 


"Pare TV: ſect. I. 
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of his time; of which he gave à proof in ſtriv. 
ing to diſſuade his contemporaries from their be. 
lief, that impuiſſance and ſterility were ſent, by 
the Gods, as a diſeaſe, to punish. men for their 
faults. If ſuch were the caſe, writes this 
philoſophical Phyſician, theſe afflitions would 
happen to the indigent as well as to the wealthy; 
and much ſooner to the former, for the _—_— 
give the Gods leſs honour. Indeed, con- 
tinues he, it is the rich who offer them ſacri- 
fices, that raiſe them temples, ere& them ſta - 
tues, and that make them a thouſand offerings 
and a thouſand' donations; to which the poor 
are incompetent. Theſe laſt even, inſtead of 
honouring the Gods, frequently murmur. and 
blaſpheme againſt them, in conſequence of the 
unequal diſtribution of riches. The punish- 
ment of all theſe crimes, then, muſt rather fall 
on the poor than the affluent, who have no- 
part therein.... But this malady comes no 

more from the Gods than others; and they 
have all their origin in Nature! 


Ir is equally to . before expoſed, that 
Hippocrates attributes the varieties obſerved in 
Europe among the human ſpecies. The 
3 Sz ſays he, 8 55 from each other in 

| [ſtature 
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ſtature and viſage, which is cauſed by the fre. 
quent variation of ſeaſons : indeed, they have 
long winters and inſupportable ſummers; great 
rains, great droughts, and boiſterous winds, 
that produce conſiderable changes; and theſe 
changes occaſion the differences which we re- 
mark in generations; ſor the ſemence is not 
always the ſame in the ſame man, it being quite 
otherwiſe in winter than ſummer, and during 
&roughts and during rains, ' From hence may 
be ſeen the reaſon why the Aſiatics reſemble 
each other more than the Europeans. From 
thence, likewiſe, we find the cauſe of the dif- 
ference in morals. All thoſe who inhabit a 
mountainoue, rude, very elevated, and very dry 
country, experience conſiderable 'changes; and, 
by conſequence, . they are larger, more attive, 
and more courageous; and theſe ſorts of tem- 
peraments cannot be . otherwiſe than cruel and 
ferocious. But thoſe who live in a low, ſultry 
country, full of trees, more expoſed to the 
hot than to the cold winds, and who have no 
other than warm water, are groſs and flabby; 
they have black hair, incline even more to 
black than white, have leſs phlegm than bile, 
and they poſſeſs neither ſo much ſtrength; nor 
ſo much courage as the firſt, at leaſt till habit 
X 3 gives 


fuſed: but if there are rivers in theit country, 
waters, we find them, then, very healthy, and 
of an exceeding good colour. If, on the con- 
drink ſtagnant and foul waters, they muſt of ne» 
An oa wag of be in aq gs and en 
NN 

Thoſe whos inhabit an — n 
* — -expoſed to the winds, and 
wherein there is an abundance of water, 
nearly all reſemble each other; but they _ 
e eee _— 1 
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| Thoſs ee eee 
e great changes happen, 
have a hard and robuſt body, and are more 
white than black: eee TRY 
eee u 
Die N 5 
eee 
n 62: ndogs there we alſo find men 
of a very different figure, and who do not ro- 
e — ings" _ i oom. 
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Im all places where the earth is fat, ſoft,, 
that it is warm in ſummer and cold in winter; 
and where the ſeaſons are very temperate; the 

men are there very flabby, cumberſome, without 
force, and without vigaur, and ordinaril/ very 
brutal: they love nothing better than ſleep; 
are cowardice and ſluggishneſs itſelf; and have 
neither ſpirit nor _— for ee 
— DOTS ni oo LOWE 29; 
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3 men the n is — 
= open, and rude; where the rigours of the 
winter, and the ardours of ſummer, are felt; 
there shall we find thin and perfectly hairy men, 
rious, arrogant and opiniative, more ferocious 
than gentle, proper to the arts, and born for 
war; in a word, all that comes forth in any 
land, whatever it may be, partake of ** qua- 
n the _ which produces it. | 
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"The . N 
— for the greateſt part, more than two 
thouſand years, and which announce the Au- 
thor's extenſive knowledge, do not ſeem to be 
eee e 
5 X 2 who 
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who pay no attention to cataſtrophes that have 
changed the nature of things. Without ſpeak- 
ing of the alterations which have taken place 
on our globe, through cauſes that are incloſed 
within its own boſom, the work of men, ſince 
ſo many centuries, has occaſioned many varia« 
tions in ſome regions We have ſeen, when | 
] ſpoke of the temperaments, that the conſti- 
tution which dominated: with the inhabitants in 
the environs of Greece, has paſſed over to 
France; that the temperament of Sweden is the 
fame; and that, before the end of fifty years, 
it will become the reigning conſtitution in 
Ruſſia. Tbeſe changes, the work of a long 
ſucceſſion of ages, are they not alſo brought 
about by men f.. They do not keep a re. 
giſter, ſays the Paſtor Caſte), pleaſantly, of all 
the ſingularities which they introduce into Na- 
ture. May we not ſay, that the withered 
6 moraſſes, the ſpacious. foreſts -hewn' down, the 
mixing of the people in chathpsign countries 
with thoſe of cities, the changes in morals, the 
aliments, &c. have concurred to introduce in 
every Nation ſome varieties relative to its con- 
ſtitution, and that, by little and little, have re- 
moved men from, or brought them nearer to, 
their primitive or dominate conſtitution, Phe 
c * ancient 
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the force of exerciſe and labour. They reverted 


towards their firſt weakneſs about the end of the 
Nepublic; but, notwithſtanding this degenera- 

uon, Pliny: informs us that, in the numbering 
which was made of the inhabitants of Rome, 
under the empire of Veſpaſian, a great many 
citizens' were found, who had reached an ex- 
 traordinary age, and, among them, two of an 
hundred and fifty years each. This phenome. 
non . Ae ee 1 
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m the dominate conſtitution of the people; 
changes in which Nature has no share, if I may 
of men; it muſt be granted that, from the juſt- 
neſs: of the obſervations made by Hippocrates, 
conjectures may be drawn on the ſole aſpect of 
4 country, as to the ſterility or fecundity of 
its inhabitants. The ſame obſervations like. 
wife indicate the means to remedy teriliry, by 
nn. — for the 


1 See te Mus de ” are, 4 run 
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ata; an evil being once made evident, is 
chere, then, any- one who does not endeavour 
to deſtroy it? Every individual may profit 
from what Hippocrates wrote for whole 
the impuiſſance and ſterility of the Nomadians 
and Phaſians, a man may diffuſe fertility on his 
marriage, if a too great bulkineſß, a phlegmatic 
conſtitution, and want of ne n. 
wy ny | 
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Tue . e w- 
ters, being the cauſe of ſterility, we have ſeen 
thoſe of which uſe may be made for preſerving 
that equilibrium ſo neceſſary in the animal eco- 
nomy, to facilitate the exerciſe of the. func- 


Fv on B90 0009/21 iel ann 
We have equally ſeen what ſituationꝭ are 


leaft favourable to the vegetation of men, (let 


me alſo be allowed this expreſſion); and from 
thence may be known: thoſe places which muſt 
occupy the preference of the man and the 


woman who deſire to leave heakby and vigo- 
rous ſprouts to 3 


4 


It — not be 3 that the. obſer- 
vations 
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8 9 we have expoſed, are not to be 
viewed than as they are preſented after Hippo - 
crates, and that the ground has no influence 
on men than when confiderable © diſtances give 
place thereto. The different parts of a king 
dom, a province, or even a eity, occaſion, ao- 
cording to their ſituation, changes in the beings 
which live there. Though France, for ex- 
ample, has no more than 240 leagues from weſt 
to eaſt, and 225 from ſouth to north, its pro- 
vinces, to the number of thirty «eight; nearly 
all offer different productions; and we obſerve 
in the inhabitants, to ſurvey the general cha- 
racter of the nation, very marked differences. 
© All the world know the differences, ſays 
M. Abbe Chappe, © between the Gaſcons, the 
Normans, the Picardians, the Bretons, the 
* Champaigners, and the inhabitants of Berry. 

They are the ſources of the nick-names which 
* have been given to them. But it is par» 
ticularly on the organiſation of individuals that 
the climate muſt, have influence, before it can 
approach the underſtanding; and from this 
pbyſical . muſt N enen 

150 


& ros en Siberie, tom. I. page 217. 
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or leſs ſenſible, the effects . 6 
lation eg dene e r 


M. * Tully, ſpeaking on 1 eee 
o the inhabitants of Dunkirk; where this skil- 
ful phyſician exerciſed bis profeſſion, ſays, that 
ture of the inhabitants to whom he adminiſters 
his aſſiſtance: © becauſe,” ſays he, this city 
LDunkirk ] is particularly peopled by different 
Nations, and nearly from every part in France. 

6 ,....' We there facilely diſtinguish thoſe, of 

A 1 en, 5 their ee n manner 


2 


the The mol inhabitants of Chap the 
moſt hairy in Italy, having reſemblance to the ancient 
Lombards, who derived their name, it is pretended, 
from their long beards..... The Gaſcons and Langue» 
doeians have retained their loud voice... from the an- 
cient Goths, their predeceſſors...... The Spaniards have 
from them retained their frigidity and loftineſs, which 
by degrees united, and formed what, ſince a long time, 
has been called the Spanish link . .. The Normans 
have conſerved, in many things, the character and 
phlegm of the Northern people from whom they are 
deſcended, &c, &c. Ceremonies & Coutumes Re- 
ligieuſes de tous les Peuples qu Monde, 


of 


ON rr. 335855 
© of ſpeakitzg, their more or leſs. vivacity; and 
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„Ibero in ü fort: of — — | 
cup otherwiſe than by removing from the, 
ordinary place of | habitation, although the air; 
reſpired and the water drapk there, have no 
one bad quality. This has its cauſe in a- kind 
of inaction and indolence of the man and the 
woman, ſince travelling ſerves to render their 
embraces fecund. A thouſand examples prove 
the verity of what I here advance. A man of 
diſtinction, married a long time, without being 
able to enjoy a father's pleaſure, at length be- 

came one, after the performance of nearly a 
three hundred miles journey, in order to diſ- 
charge an embaſſage that was confided to him. 
He remained three years in his office, without 
giving other marks of capacity; but, being re- 

R called, this perſonage ſcarcely arrived in his na- 
tive country, before he had ſtrong reaſons to 
hope, that he should shortly become the father 
of a ſecond child. | 


* Z ai ſur les Maladies de DunkeAue, 176. 
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while we cannot adviſe all perſons who are un 
that predicament, to eſſay their powers by going | 
three or four hundred miles from their own 
country; but the difference of ſtates ſerves to 
bring together, and to unite, theſe effects. 
Common perſons have pilgrimages, which the 
man and the woman 'are obliged. to make on 
foot, for obtaining the benediction of heaven 
on their marriage: the Saint, whom they go to 
invoke; is nearly always ſeveral days journey 
from their habitation; and the ſalutary march 
to which they ſubmit, compenſates for the dif- 
tance of the places; ſo that forty or fifty 
miles on foot are equivalent, at leaſt, to four 
or five hundred, undertaken with all the eonve - 
niences which the rich RY OY 


Al be of 800 have any > ken 
ledge, exerciſe their bodies certain days in the 
year, by movements that are regarded as ſalu · 
tary; like the danee with us. This cuſtom is 


A Work has lately been published in Paris, 
entitled, Pwtilize des Voyages ſur Mer pour la cure 
de differentes un, notamment de la n 
tion, &c. 


certainly 
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—— ations; Garth pew 
pagation of Ihe ſpecies; and a law, interdicting 
the dance in ſome European kingdoms, where 
nothing but this mode is left to furnish. one 
Part of the women with a little exerciſe, We 
ae Be aa Noll, S 


| Teck likewiſe the ſame. wich PR 

know, that the action of ſinging exerciſes the 
breaſt, fortifies the organs of reſpiration, at · 
tenuates the fluids, and .augments the heat, by 
cauſing a continual movement of the- breaſt in 
inſpiration and in expiration, and the shock 
from agitation which the air there ſuffers. 
Thus are there circumſtances in which the ſong 
is favourable to generation, were it alone through 
the gaiety which that recreation sheds on the 
ws | 


Nothing is to be neglected, when ſpouſes 
defire to have children; and where shall we 
find thoſe who do not deſire this with ardour? 
The dance, and conſequently exerciſe; the 
ſong, that ſuppoſes gaiety ; all muſt then con- 
cur, and unite itſelf, for. giving to the ſpirits 
that impulſion neceſſary to fecundity..,,,, We 
have ſeen ſpouſes who, after having inutilehy 

employed 
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employed the means which they believed moſt 
efficacious againſt ſterility, had recourſe to elec- 
tricity; and this proved a ſatisfactory ſubſti- 
* tute.;;... But the moſt fortunate adventure 
is that of the Profeſſor at Wittemberg, in 
Saxony: M. Boſe, who, after a twenty years 
© marriage, and infructiferous labour, at length 
© obtained a dignifted heir, through the preli - 
© minary aid of electricity, adminiſtered by the 
< profeſſor to both husband and wife? 


We have ſeen, at che commencement of 
this Chapter, that a too frequent indulgence in 
the pleaſures of love, occaſion ſterilityz of 
which there are too many examples. The 
way, therefore, of avoiding this misfortune, 
is to wait, for proceeding to generation, the 
leaſt equivocal ſigns that shew the want of 
enjoyment. * We had, among the Gauls,' 


* Nouv. Litt. of M. Clement, ann. 1748. Tiits 
experiment has not always aſſiſted thoſe who have 
made ufe of it, [ like as all electrified Paralytics have 
not recovered the exerciſe of their members]; but 
riſque we any thing in the eſſay? See, on the ſub- 
je& of electricity employed againſt various diſeaſes, 
Conjectures ſur PEleftricite Medicalt, by M. Gar- 
dane. 
8 ſays 


fays ME de Saint Foix, Druideſdes that 

Cleft their tnbnlaſteties' only once in 
the year; and who paſſed no more than 
© one day with their hHusbands. They were 
© therefore adored, and brought forth every 
year a child. 


I all men were of the ſame temperament, 
their manner of life uniform, and the tempera. 
ture of the air equal in all countries, we might, 
as ls. practiſed in ſome of the diſtricts of India, 


make uſe of the warchman' to awake ſpouſes, 


and oblige them to unite their efforts for giv- 
ing citizens” to their country; But, ſo far 
from the duties of marriage being within the 
command of a drum, that function, as we have 
shewn im treating of the Congreſs, is free, in- 
dependent, capricious, and ſometimes rebellious 
to all, except the temperament, which varies in 

every man. The air, the -aliments, &c, have 
truly an influence” on our functions; but they 

cauſe there only a'tranſitory variation, of which 
adyantage muſt be taken, if it offers under fa- 
vourable auſpices. It is not leſs true, that, in 
many marriages, thoſe even which are very 1 


* Elis Hi Norigues ſur Paris, tom. . * 
Vol. 1 Y tile 5 


362 ON .STERILITY. 


tile, the children are conſtantly born in the 
fame ſeaſon; and it is to a certain diſpoſition 
of the climate, favourable to the ſpouſes tem- 


perament, that theſe ae N Ae fer» 
tility. | 
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M. Vargentin, an. time Fn * 

to the Academy of Sciences at Stockholm, a 
Memorial, in which he proved, after obſerva- 
tions made during fourteen years, That, the 
number of births augment in September, and 
diminish in June nearly the one half. That, 
after theſe months, thoſe wherein the moſs births 
occur are, January. February, and March; 
and thoſe wherein the feweſt. are born, May, 
July, and Auguſt, This order of N ature, ac- 
cording to the Author of the Memoire, appears 
to be conſtant ; and, in calculating the duration 
of pregnancies, it appears that we may deter- 
mine the time moſt proper to fecundity. But 
I think there are good reaſons to believe, that 
nothing abſolute can take place with. regard to 
this object, and that all is regulated by climate, 
and conſequently the conſtitution of the peo- 
ple, their regimen, and their habits. 1 like- 
wiſe believe, that we muſt have, in one and 
the ſame country, for fecundity, thoſe differen- 
| ces, 
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ces, whoſe origin is neceſſarily derived from 
what Bon "_ e n b 

140 Wee cannot "thay; in love, admit an univer- 
ſal thermometer: that ſeaſon during which the 
European reſigns himſelf to thoſe pleaſures, 
is perhaps the time wherein the African indulges 
but little in voluptuouſneſs. Theſe differences 
may be more cloſely aſſociated, while, under 
the ſame climate, and in the ſame city, the tri- 
fling uniformity between the temperaments of 
each ann W different * 


Notwithſtanding the exceptions that are 
removed from the general law, we may ſay, 
that the moſt part of carnal conjunctions which 
take place during the fervency of ſummer, are 
ſterile. The heat, exciting an abundant tran- 
ſpiration, relaxes the fibres too much; the pro- 
life liquor cannot attain its perfection; and the 
united efforts of the man and the woman are 
inutile. During the heat of ſummer, our 


* We muſt not take, for a diſpoſition to ſecun- 
dity, the magnitude of the pleaſure during hot wea- | 
ther: if this pleaſure ſeems, witli ſome perſons, to bs 
prolonged, it is the more a mark of the weakneſs of 


the orgaus. | WO gs 
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« [blood is thick, our bile too much increaſed,?” 


ſays M. Vandermonde. . We take lee 


© nourishment, and the lympth ſcarcely ſuffices 
© to maintain our ftrength *.* In vain should 
the Indians ſtrive to multiply during the en- 

ceſſive heats which they ſometimes experience. 
Thoſe who inhabit the iſland of Java are pre- 
cipitated to pleaſure with a fort of fury, during 
three quarters of the year; and, in ſummer, 
the rays of the ſun are ſo burning, that the 
lions, the leopards, and wolves, take refuge in 
the water, ſinking up to their noſtrile, for the 
purpoſe of avoiding the heat; while the men 
are conſtrained to climb on the tops of high 
trees, there to reſpire an air leſs inflamed. - At 
that time, they are alone ta tv , con- 
nn 


The autumn RAG GS VE popu- 
lation: in proportion as the vivid heats be- 


come appeaſed, the organs recover their eluſti- 


city; and, moreover, the variations that ſway 
the atmoſphere while this ſeaſon continues, have 
a a ſucceſsful influence on the germs that muſt 


perpetuate exiſterce, 


*. Eſſai ſur la — de un 2 


Humaine. Tom. I. Chap. II. 


Wiater | 


Winter is named the ſleep of Nature: nd, 
indeed, it ſeems as if all beings were torpid 
during this ſeaſon; for the ice, the ſhow, and 
che cold rains, muſt certainly denden the fire of 
Love. Men, nevertheleſs, who inhabit great 
eitles, and Wh there enjoy à certain enſe, by 
no means experience the rigours of the wintet 
like perſons who reſide in champaign ſituations. 
We may likewiſe ſay, that the firſt, with whom 
Al is factitious, even to love, cuſs for theit 
pleaſures u ſeaſon chat is unfavourable. Indo- 
lence, the luxury of the table, and the tears 
which they employ to avoid the Told, commu- 
nicate to the body a warmth oppoſite to nature, 
of which the voluptuous take advantage. 
They vainly exhauſt themſelves in a ſeaſon, 
when the generality of women are ill dif] poſed 
to conceive ; and, like the delicate plants which 
we oblige to produce flowers without the aſſiſt- 


ance of Nature, their reign is paſſed" when 
chat of af beings returns, with beautiful days*. \ 
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18 . Ibs pullow which: influencesth rick in vt, 
and which they take for love, is very prejudicial to 
them. They are neceſlitated to interrupt the har- 
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Alli is animated, and grows and ki lee, 
Ani this ſeaſon: ſpring acts on the animals 
as well as on the plants; and reſtores. to the 
earth thoſe beauties which the rigours of the 
cold had tarnished: man feels new · born deſires, 
which he can ſatisfy; all impels him to the 
propagation of his ſpecies..... O thou, who 
followeſt the laws of Name the ſpectacle 
which sbe preſents to thy eyes, preſcribes thy 
duties. The plants! the animals I... ' Canſt 
thou proceed a ſingle ſtep, without diſcovering 
this general reyolution, a warms n pas 
def elke E tts 


mony that should reign between men and the air; 
for that which they reſpire in their apartments, is 3 
commanded air, that differs widely from the exterior 
air, to which they dare not expoſe themſelves. 
They are indebted, for their enjoyments, to the capa- 
city of their cook, to the ſpiritnous liquors of which 
they make uſe, and to ingredients fetched from the 
four quarters of the · world, that are mixed with their 
aliments. .. It is thus they nn to ane Na- 
r cel int {2 1670 . ä 


When 


4 o l # N f . 
3 ; - 7 * 9 ” 


BY 


; . 1 " "AFM 
N ee. 8 WT. "I, 65 y "ry <3 
* 3% i944 * 5 


eee e e 
Ibe Zephyrs feel their am ' rous breath anew; :; 
Earth ornaments her lap with colonrs fair; 1 

The flow'rs ſweet ſpirit odorates the airs k 

we bear the birds ſtruck by the ſeaſon's pow, 

In ſongs laſcivious hail th' new- oe hour. 

See, the fierce Steer, to win the Heifer's love, 4 
| Bounding o'er plains, or through the waters move. 
Endly, the throngs on hills, and in the woods, 

On meadows green, and in the ſeas and floods, 
Burning, before your view, of fond deſire, 

Engage to populate, thro“ Pleaſure's res * L 

So love; 10 follow, in this empire gay, 
Tbat on all r who e its ſway, 
Re Locaxrmws. 
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T Thoſe 15 which WY 4 animals, 
ſufficiently indicate that ſpring. is the ſeaſon in 
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which beings multiply with facility. It is the | 


moment when Nature gives to man the energy 
and vigour neceſſary for the propagation of his 
ſpecies. The robuſt man perceives the acti- 
vity of the ſpirits, that boil in his veins: fa. 
voured by agreeable dreams, he haſtens to the 
enjoyment of pleaſures that call on him, and 

to which he is entirely reſigned..... He alone 
calms his tranſports from the fear of their op - 
poſing the deſign to which his embraces tend. 


Let us byr no means compare this man to thoſe 


Y 4 who 
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who have done violence to Nature, during 
winter: if ſpring operates any thing in their 
favour, it is in accelerating vegetation; inca- 
pable of feeling its voluptuous. influences, in- 
ſenſible. to the ravishing ſpectacle of univerſal 
fecundity, they ſorrowfully expect that the ſa- 
| lutary vegetables will repair thoſs diſorders witch 
their paſſions have” excited. 


The, influence of the babe on the 
body, has been felt in ſuch-/a manner, that 
they have been ſuppoſed to re- appear in the 
four and twenty hours; which is to ſay, that 
the four parts of the day may be compared to the 
ſeaſons, By conſequence, it was ſaid, that 
the commencement of day, when the air is 
warm and humid, has, in every ſeaſon, the in- 
fluences of ſpring; the noon was compared to 
ſummer, the evening to autumn, and the night 
to winter. Theſe diſtinctions, which have an 
influence on diſeaſes, may, in my opinion, be 
neglected by men who enjoy a good tate of 
health; man would be a ſlave to his repeater, 
if be wanted to conſul 1 it . that time. 2 


It is che temperament, and the 5 5 
| announce veritable deſire, that wuſt guide. us 


in 


Do ſingularly affected, that the; darkneſſes which 
cover the earth, veil to their imagination the 
pleaſures of. 7 the night: others cannot taſte 
them from a want of collectedneſs; and t 
should be infnuctiſerous if their ſpouſes would 
derive advantage from their charms, ſo long as 

the ſun heichtens their luſtre. Like the Painter 
who regarded, during faur hours, the perſons 
whoſe pontrai be would; make, and then te- 
turned home to sketeh and ſinich the picture; 
desto men dra theit vigour mae eyes o 
Gema pra for rfgning themſepes to 
= OUTS: which they feel“. 19361819361 4: * 
Riis nab gnmamtt on . is 365 
85 Ss eſtabliahed, — 
the hour in which ſpouſes, in general, muſt com · 
amel their love: ——— 2 
rm rr ls Se W097 dend ib 
ot; *. Tavernier ſays, erde moni ten 
years, had never ſeen; his. wife, nor once heard her 
ſpeak ; for, in repairing to, bed with her husband, she 
kept on her veil till the light was extinguished, and 
always aroſe before the break of day: she, moreover, 
never ate in his preſence. | ; * Voyages, Liv. IV. 
chap. V0” e de e 


5 


nite, 


. 


1 
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nite; and" vary throat circumſtances which are 
too numerous to admit of any mention. Never. 
theleſs, there are a few general rules, which I 
would not adviſe all conſorts to follow: ſome 
Phylicians, for example, give it as their opinion, 
that a mam should not careſs his eonſort im- 
mediately after the uſe of food; becauſe,“ 
ſay they the ſemence can produce, at that 
time, no other than badly- conſtituted chil- 


 ©<dren®/ If from: the union of tbe ſexes, 


any evil can reſult in this” caſe, I do not be- 
leve that the infant will be the victim of it: 
the ſeminal liquor, being” prepared before the 
man lias given any aliments to his ſtomach, 
is in the reſervoirs which are deſtined for it, 
and that have no immediate communication 
with the ſtomach :- beſides, the latter has not ſo 
prompt an influence on this liquor as we would 
ſuppoſe, inſomuch that a : badly - conſtitutod in- 
dividual should from thence reſult. The man 
alone can be incommoded: as digeſtion in many 
perſons does not occur without n, the 
ardour which condudts üer muſt, in that 


| . See the new edition of the Tableau de Amour 
Conjugal, vol. I. page 22G, Eat ſur la. maniere 
de . onner Peſptce humaine, vol. I. chap. II. 


reſpect, 


-- 
de TINY bn There ats men 
moreover, that have not any activity | with 
regard to love, if their ſtomach is deficient of 
iments; and in vain should they be offered i 
pleaſure,” 'white * ſtomach announces a wart 
of nourishment. 1 The hungey must not h. 
bour?. * i Sv 9% 05 8 078 
249 157130 guide ei 912117 20 el . 80 „igt 
e „ul bt adviſe* perſons who have an 
oppreſſed and” conſequently” a weak breaſt, to 
reſign themſelves up to love immediately after 
their repaſt : With ſuch perſons, reſpiration is 
laborioũs; and it becomes ftill more difficult 
when the ſtomach is ful. They niuſt wait 
till” the action of the organs" which" enable us 
r are more at liberty, and can” adap 
ot s off WW Bhvros of it bosch 15 Ferr; 
0! # Ubi James; Iabordnddln un af. rappbulla 
Aphor, XVI. Sect. II. The ſtemach has an influence - 
on the prolific liquor, as well as on all the other 
fluids of the; body but it is ſolely after: the performs 
ance of digeſtion, and when the chyle, from whence 
all our fluids. emanate, ; has paſſed iuto the veſſels, 
If the ſtomach, perform its functions badly, all our 
parts ſuffer i in conſequence, particu] arly the head; 

the machine becomes deranged: but yet once, a man 
may die of an indigeſtion, after having begotten 8 
healthy and properly 'conſtituted'child. 


= "avid 
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themſelves to che 1 ich, hy * 
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pleaſures. taken. during the day, are more hurt- 
ful than thoſe of the night; and it mult be 
acknowledged that, when we have been ex- 
hauſted by love, there is nothing better calcu- 
ated. to repair aur ſtreggth than tranquillity 
and ſſeep. But there are men whoy as 1 have 
ſaid already, and in need of all that is capable 
to Kindle their deſires. An artiſan muſt not 
his employment, for the purpoſe. of giving 
himſelf up to yoluptuouſeſs,,. while his body 
feels fatigues that are oppoſite. to pleaſure. 
When , a little repoſe has .reeſtabliched the 
ſpirits, diſipated in the courſe of the day, he 
will ſurrender himſelf, with more ſucceſs, to 
the careiles of his wife. In good truth, ſays 
Venette, the break of day, which anſwers 
to ſpring, feetns more adapted co generation: 
for, after a man has diverted himſelf ugreeably 
with his wife, and taken "afterwards à little 
ſleep, he finds al lis preceding loſs repaired, 
and che laſſitudes done away which be obtained of 
love. Aſter this, he riſes, and goes where 
his ordinary .occupations call him; while the 


partner 


\ 


partner of his joys/remainsi in bed, to 
This is tlie: cuftom, continues be, of the ge- 
nerality of artiſans,” who are throughout heal-! = 
thy, and whoſe children are ſo welkmate and 
ſo robuſt: for, after being relaxed by the la - 
bours of the paſt day, they nearly always wait 
till the dawn of morning before. they embrace 
their wives. It is thus, ' withqut dqube, that 
this claſs of | mankind avoid the inconveniences ' 
to which other men are ſubject, who, not re- 
flecting on their bealth, abandon - 15 
all e to . TOR oi * OY * Notte 
10 

anne eee has * * * 

of love from their ſpouſes, if they repulſed 
their careſſes during the day. Very different 
from a robuſt artiſan, the indolent man is ex- 
cited by a thouſand objects, that preſs 
and accelerate the hour of pleaſure. The 
imagination being ſtruck, he haſtens to take 
advantage of the deſires which proceed from 
thence; though, under other circumſtances, 
Hen to appear i in a % ; 


e Tobleauds 7 maar Cjugl Part II. chap. v. 
art. Ll | | 


vourable 
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vourable point of view. When be is thus ; 
but too often ſterile; and there muſt be a for- 
tunate harmony between e to * b 
ene nde HD 
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ene in his Aral e | 
Pars perſons,” who agitate this queſtion: .... / 
© When is the proper time to have knowledge 


© of a woman? | One would, that it should 


be after | ſupper; another, the following 
morning: each alledging his reaſons. Some 
men will perhaps adopt the opinion of: Olim. 
pius, who would, that we totally abſtain from 
the knowledge of women, whoever they may 
be, deſiring every- one to ſay, on retiring to bed 
each night, It is not yet time; and, in the 
morning, when he e $ 24 is now doo late? 


The interlocutors chat e * 
ſneak, alſo. diſcuſs ... * Whether a man muſt 
embrace his wife by day, or by night ” 
They cite the Poets, Phyſicians, and Philofo- 
phers. Epicurus is for giving preference to the 
day; Plato, on the contrary, is of opinion, 
that man should only reſign himfelf to en- 
joyment in the night ..... Hie has, through 

© cuſtom, 


© 


o STERILIF Ys. 6: 
« cuſtom, been well inſtruſted — | 
5 act, by putting the veil of darkneſs before 
©. yoluptuouſneſs.... In, coming, then, to the 
< full and bright day, we give voluptyouſgeſs 
* means to derive hardineſs, and aſſurance. . 
* for; again kindling new, defires...... On the 
o contrary, night, removes. the greateſt part of 
0 that which is moſt furious, by abuſing and 
c enticing Nature to ſleep, in à manner that 
« she does not inundate the EN as * as © a 
> zen: An, | 


7 8 1 of 1 * 
men should approach their wives rather by 
night than by day, and rather in the evening 
than the morning, demands, in ſupport of his 
ſentiments.. Would you that a husband, re- 
* turned; full of cheerfulneſs from a feaſt, hav- 
© ing yet, perhaps, the hat of flowers on his 
s head, and all perfumed with odoriferous oil, 
turn away from his wife, and enveloping 
* himſelf in bed, give way to fleep; and, 
© afterwards, in broad day, amidſt the diſcharge 
© of houshold affairs, ask her if she finds her- 
6 ſelf prepared to gratify his inclinations ? 
© Evening is the end and the repoſe of la- 
8 ts ſuſtained during the whole day; and 

© the 


— 


a”. — 
„ morning is thereof the com 
A dhe evening preſides the oper 
©. who diſſipates forrgw;' the Muſes; Ferpſi- 
© ghore, who loves the dance, auf Thalia, that 
« preſides/at danquets. 4 Motning preſides 
at the point of day, Minerva opens" it, as 
ao Mereury the merchant. . At night; there- 
6 fore, are invited the fongy Oy" the 
ee GAN 
Feaſts, maſquerades, the KEY note, the "A 
And * ſounds of voy and of cot, 


3 1 
« of hammers, the noiſe of ſaws, and the 
early wakings of office men and toll-gatherers, 
* who- bellow in the exerciſe of their ſeveral 
<. occupations; the eitations of Sergeants to 
6 appear before the Judges; the publication of 
c edits; ſummonſes to go and make court 
© to ſome Prince... the Magiſtrate; having the 
public charge... What time is there remaining 
een B e * 


Moral Works of Platarch; val II. Table 
Propoſitions Book III. NN ct 
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1 1; Theſe paſſages: of Plutarch demonſtrate 
leſs that there is a law, fixing the time wherein 
ſpouſes: muſt -reſign | themſelves | to love, than 
the addreſs and eloquence of the Author, for 
ſupporting the opinions which he ſometimes 
feigns to embrace, and which he refutes * 
next inſtant. Ul . | ; 


LO OR 


©2719 (29: 107 20 igt 
at The 8 woment for the a or 
Generation, depends on. certain circumſtances, 
which we dave endeavoured to expoſe in this 
Chapter : there are however ſome, of which 
we thought / it unneceſſary to ſpeak, and which 
ſpouſes will facilely comprehend by what they 
deſire. i ſo that they do not attach themſelves 
to a too ſerupulous obſervance of minute rules, 
through heb a fayourable circumſtance. is 
frequently neglected. We have ſeen ſo1 
| ſpouſes give themſelves up to profound re- 
flections, conſulting the ſtars, the rain, and 
the fine weather... A ſtranger to them would 
have faid, that they were agitating the deſtiny 
of empires, while they employed, in ſpeculations, 
the precious moments fitted for enjoyment! 
The moſt delicate act of love conſiſts not in 
the ſolution of a problem; and for which * 
utile time muſt be conſumed. 2 
Vol. I. 8 Mina 


10 „ ee ; 
the world, opened a great book of Repro« 
duction; all vivified beings have there read 
the general order: INCREASE AND MULTIPLY. 
To this ſacred law, promulgated by Nature, 
the duties of à citizen are further added:. 
© Be uſeful to your country; leave for it chil- 
© dren, whoſe ſervices bringing your exiſtence 
< to its recollection, your memory shall be 
© bleſſed. In one of the Maldive iſlands, It 
is a cuſtom, extremely ancient, to mark the 
tombs of thoſe inhabitants who have not diſtin- 
guished themſelves in the exerciſe of their pro- 
feſſion, with certain characters formed like our 
arithmetical naugbtꝰ I should eſteem myſelf 
happy if the ſame means were adopted, with 
regard to men, among us, who voluntarily re- 
nounce the ſweet names of husband and of fa- 
"ther; and that we read on the tomb of true 
citizens, Here lies 00005 232 who gave 
« men to his country.” What an affeQing 
epitaph ſaw we formerly in the cemetàry of 
the Innocents! Here lies JoLLawbe BaiLLy, 


mis cuſtom is eſtablished in the iſland called 
1762. , 


- b \denſed 


on STERNATY- | 39 
« deceaſed in the year 1514, aged eighty. eight 
<« years,” and in the twenty-ſecond of her wi- 
& dowhood; who ſaw before her death, or 
6“ might have ſeen, two hundred and ninety- 
ct five children, that iſſued from her.“ What 
claims has not M. Deniſe on poſterity, who, at 
the age of ſeventy-three, found himſelf, in 
1770, the father of a hundred and one ſo well 
children as grand and great grand children, of 
whom ſixty- eight were then r 


Eſais fur Paris, de M. de Salas. 


+ M. Deniſe was the King's Attorney in the | 
juriſdiction of Lyons, &c; The newſpapers added, 


in 1770, that fix of his grand-daughters were then 

, f 
pregnant. a 90%} - r rn 
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0 WHEREVER » we find a — 
q "R which how perſons can live commodiouſly, 
© there does a Marriage take enen ee 


The great man who got this obſervation, 

well knew the impulſion which Nature has 
given to the ſexes, If he had conſidered this 
alliance on the fide of inſtin& only, he would 
have ſaid, That wherever two perſons - en- 
counter each other, an union reſults. But 
moral and political order has duly eſtablished 
laws relative to the multiplication of the -ſpe- 


* De Eſprit des Loix, Liv. XXIII. Chap. X. 
| | | cies; 
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t * 
cies; and the want of ſubſiſtence has con- 
tracted the limits of pleaſure. Even among 
nations, ignorant that innummerable people 
are governed by laws, a ſort of agreement 
ſeems to have attached the man to the woman 
by bands more or leſs cloſe, more or leſs ſweet, 
more or leſs whimſical; but that are not, there- 
fore, leſs reſpectable in the eyes of Nature, 
if the man a nn; Us! accom- 
e her views. 7 


The firſt and the ot natural 8 1 
chat ot the man with the woman; and Travel - 
lers have never yet rencountered a people un- 
conſcious of this truth. Father Charlevoix 


guay, as living on. inſets and ſerpents, without 
government, without a . fixed reſidence, and 
having no other language than a ſpecies of whiſtle: 
theſe people, nevertheleſs; as alſo ſeveral other 
nations of America, by whom there are nei- 
ther laws nor rules, enter into nen a 
ſubſiſt. | {1 


A fort of agreement ſeems thus to have 
determined barbarous people to reſpe& the 
conjugal union, even in the exceſs to which 

29 ferocious 


has repreſented to us the inhabitants of Para - | 


"ferocious men but too frequently mie" FURY 
- ſelves. There are few traits in hiſtory that 
preſent more horrible ſcenes than the deſtrue- 
tive irruption of the Bramins into the king · 
dom of Siam, about the year 1766. We ſeo 
the Barbarians there deſtroying all by iron and 
the flames, making fathers and mothers ſuffer 
torments the moſt dolorous before their chil- 
dren; and punishing thoſe again in preſence of 
the authors of their days. We 'ſee, there, the 
furious ſoldier paſſing, by turns, to murder and 
to pillage; and, in the middle of theſe horrors, 
ſatiating bis brutaligg on the unmarried women, 
while he makes a ſcruple of attempting the 
ſanity of the conjugal union. This reſpect 
is a bridle that repreſſes the impetuoſity of his 
deſires; he is ſatisfied, when a man reclaims a 
woman as his ſpouſe, that her chaſtity ought 
not to be attempted: a virgin aſſerts that she 
is married, and by this innocent impoſition 
eſcapes the brutal careſſes of a' moyſter, who 
would affociate the ſweeteſt ſentiment with 
acts of inhumanity, at which Nature revolts..... 
Who should dare n. to reconcile ideas 


0 * Hit. Civ, & nat. du nous. lle _ 
tome II. 


fo 
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ſo contradiftory? It reſults, at leaſt, from 

theſe matters of fact, that it is the people who 
hold in veneration the conjugal band, and that 
theſe people are barbarjans, which no curb can 
keep * perhaps, enen, one. 


8 Aue exiſts, tration whoſe 

morals have the ſmalleſt conformity with our's; 
it is, thus, in theſe nations that they make a 
law to. reſpect its ties; marriage is, then, an 
univerſal act, in | 
produces infinite shadows, through which we 
always recogniſe the impreſſion of Nature. 


Il be neceſlity of perpetuating themſelves, 

which makes itſelf viſible, with more or leſs 
force, in all individuals, has conſequently im- 
pelled them to unite, Among all the nations 
which iphabit the globe, thoſe that are fartheft 
ſeparated from us, keep more to rhe ſtate of 
nature, and have not, perhaps, that preſ- 
ſure to excitement. Very different from 
theſe people, we have the greateſt ſweets 
of ſociety, which engage us to hold it the 
more cloſely, and to faſten the bands after a 
manner that attaches us thereto more * 
larly. | | 
\ Z 4 If | 


ich the difference of nations 
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If T conſider men that voluntarily renounce 
the ſweets which an union of the ſexes procure, 
and deprive themſelves of the variegated charms 
that from thence reſult, I can only compare them 
to thoſe inſulated ſtatues on which the ſculptor 
has laboured with care, but to which he has 

not given any character of the paſſions, We 
admire the beauty of the marble, and the re. 
gularity of the traits; but this admiration is 


cold, as the ſubje& that gives birth to it. In 


vain repreſents the Artiſt to me a Veſtal with 
the ſacred fire; my heart is no longer moved 
at ſuch a ſight. I have nothing now to be»: 
hold than thoſe groupes where all is vivid 
and in action; the adieus of à lover; Dido, 
that laments Eneas; the dolor of Portia; the 
heroic courage of Aria... Quickly my eyes 
no more ſee the marble; it is animated: it is 
my heart that ſees, feels, warms, inflames, and 
takes the molt lively intereſt in the ſituations 
through which it is agitated. I hear the lover's 
complaints, who ſeparates from his miſtreſs; 
I ſee, in the eyes of Dido, the fire of deſpair, 
and all the fury of irritated love: I bewail 
Brutus with Portia; the wife of Petus ſpeaks... 
I hear theſe ſublime words, which she addreſſed 
to her ſpouſe, in preſenting him the poniard 
C555 | s | with 


with which she had ſtruck herſelf: '* Petit non 
irons hold it Fares it wen me no 
64 ere * 5 
2 £03... 
a eee Une is — 4 ꝗ—f. Neue; 
this ſtoiciſm, this ſilence of the paſſions, ſo 
much extolled by philoſophers, is foreign to 
man: all is action, all is motion, in the univerſe; 
and the beings whoſe nobleneſs announce their 
ſuperiority, far from ſtifling in themſelves the 
germs of fecundity which they have received 
from the Creator, muſt pay a ſacred tribute to 
their country, that Nature never fails to de- 
mand. I do net here ſpeak of the ſtate of 
celibacy, embraced by perſons who ſolemnly 
ſwear to mortify the paſſions, or to extinguish 
them by faſtings, hairy-garments, and macera - 
tions: the criminal celibates who, prevailing in 
ſociety, corrupt it by weakening the bands that 
unite ſpouſes, are more dangerous, and more 
to be dreaded than thoſe fervent men who fly 
from objects capable of oppoſing the tranquil 
lity of their condition. It is alone to bachelors 
who. are not bound by any oaths, that the 
Country addreſſes thoſe reproaches Wer their 
n —— 


Omen! 


wihered hearts, in which thoſe noble paſſions, 


Nod O men! As she to them, I have done 
every: thing for you. Being dorn, you found 
Laws that have diſperſed the injuſtice or the 
force that would ſubje& you to a yoke both 
hard and painful. Io the ſame laws, that fa- 
ciljrated the union of your anceſtore, you are 
that you muſt blush at being ingrates ? Is it 
poſlible that you enjoy, in my lap, thoſe pri- 
vileges which I accord to all true citizens? 
Diſcord kindles the flames of war, the trumpet 
ſounds, the men unite themſelves, they run to 
battle; and, if the infirmities of age did not 
reſtrain their arms, there was ſtill blood to shed 
for the common cauſe. This generous old 
man embraces his children: Go!" ſays: he to 
them, and ſuccour the country; that I may 
give you the tranquillity which reigns in my 
© laſt moments. May you, covered with 
© glory, come and rejoice my heart, at the 
« ſight of thoſe laurels that will ſurround your 


lations which agitars me, inſenſible men, that 
are wholly unconſcious of the charms attached 
to genuine loye, what have you to offer me? 
Your arms, weakened by debauchery? Your 


that 


trated l. How dare you fix your regards 
on the heroes whoſe valour ſecures the public 
felicity? on the men whoſe 'wiſdom maintains 
the laws in all their force? on the inhabt 
tant of champaign lande, who, environed by 
his family, draws, from the earth, means to 
ſupport your inutile exiſtence? If my in- 
tereſts cannot affect you, should you be inſen- 
ſible to your perſonal ſituation? I paſs the 
rapid inſtants, during which voluptuouſneſs 
| reaps the ſtrength confided to you by Nature; 
I come to thoſe grievous days, when pain and 
miſery tear away the veil of illuſion; when 
early age introduces death into your languid mem- 
ders; and tears ſteal from your eyes... Un- 
fortunate beings! you inſult Nature! It is 
I that muſt deplore the courſes which you 
purſue, Why do you not endeavour to form 
| thoſe bands that would afford confolation in 
the wk moments of your Gays? _- 


th man who: difdaine the ſweets produced 
by conjugal Love, undoubtedly merits theſe 
reproaches; he is an ingrate towards his coun- 
uy; cruel towards himſelf, Children, born 
from an illegitimate commerce; are opprobrious 

i” © 
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to their fathers; and nearly always deſtined to 
creep in obſcurity: a circle circumſcribes them, 
with the authors of their | exiſtence, in an 
inſulated ſpace, where we never hear the ſweer 
names of Father and of Son . ., facred names, 
which cauſe ſuch delightful emotion in the ſoul! 
The pleaſures of the heart are banished from 
this ſorrowful encloſure; no one' affinity, in 
ſociety. ties the infant, that is thus born, to 
the author of his being. The law, even, 
places no confidenee in the latter: it wakes 
for the individual's conſer vation, and compels 
the father and mother to anſwer for the life 
of that being which it has not ee them 
to name their child „ nh 


If The Kings of Genin: fays our in, "I 
provided for aſſuring the birth of illegitimate children, 
by the wiſelt regulations. Henry II. in his edi& of 
February 1566, ſtated the punishmeut of death as 
the lot of a woman who should be duly accuſed and 
convicted of having concealed and kept ferret as well 
her pregnatcy as as. without 4x, declared 


one or the other pros witneſs thereof, wr even 
of the. life or death of the infant when. it iſſues from 
her body.. Charles, IX. Henry III. Henry IV. 
Lewis XIII. Lewis XIV. and Lewis XV. directed 

g * 
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Is there a punishment for thoſe who rd. 
main in a ſtatæ of celibacy, provided their heart 
is not depraved, it! conſiſts, without -doubty ia 
the affecting ſpectacle of a family, where, all 
- the members that compoſe it are bound by 
Nature and the Laws?” What a ſburce 'of 
delicious ſenſations 'offers to oe RI, ho 
wite, and. his children! in gelle 
0 Tele ec 4 Achs a De A 
His happineſs, : ae. 3 ind pure, 4 ak 
Hymen, and Nature's: bands; have made ſecure; 
His choſen. ſpouſe shares in the toils, each day: 
Friend of his heart, she drives its ills away. 
Riches and joy ſpring from his infant race, 
Who, in old age, sball throng to his embrace; 
And, on the wrinkl'd front they once ſaw gay, 
Add * a ”y_ before ir finks to clay “r. 


42900 Ad"; 
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Raral 6ctupations 1 iſe offer their OY 
ſures; and we find theſe* in every place | 


' 1 N 2809134 
their attention to theſe objects, | -The form of mar- 
riages, the penalties! provided againſt conchbinage, 
_ thoſe againſt ravishment, &c. &c. are determined in 
the Edicts and Declarations which M. Leridant has 
collected i in his Code Matrimonial, printed, in 1766. 


q Les Saiſuvs, Poime, por 1 de Sains Law- 
aa Chant, II. 0 Wa 


Nature 


; * 
. ; . 
8 ©. 6N MARRIAGE, 
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Nature has conſerved her :rights.: When the 
corn, nearly buried under ſterile plants, de- 
— ſuccours ——— 
ene amm n ach Bai B21 | 


2 4B. 2c g: 
—— cleanſe the os, oppreſe's with tum'rogs tares; 
And other ſuch employments want his cares: 
Confults, at early dawn, his PazTyzn ſweet; 22 8 
Her willing children range around her feet: 
With ſpade proceeds the eldeſt brother ou, 
And, in maternal arms, the youngeſt ſon. 
Elate, they leave the hamlet far behind, + 
Plucking thoſe plants which are of uſeleſs kind. 
The iufant labours, too; but, void of art, 
Follows all blind, and. guefling, acts his part; 
His hand, unſteady, by the tool is driv'n, F 
That wounds the facred plants to Ceres :;giv'n: - 
Around he ſees his eager brothers reap 
The ſcatter'd ſtones into a pond'rous heap, 
Tach, at this time, forgets the fon fing; 
Each, at his labour, greater than a king. i 
Smiling, the mother elevates their pride, 
Extends their zeal, and ſpreads their frolics wide; | 
Wich eyes of | pleaſure ſees them, on the ſod, - 
Sportive and toiling, grow at Nature's nod. 


It is, principally, in the laſt moments of 
en; enn Oy 


* 


* 29 Salben, Chant 4 EY 
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away his tears are conducted by Nature; while 


et dee e egen ee 


daminat the ben uh ot wee. n na 


ein em ei 2 el Jon: Zi, TONS fi 


e e In bis Ris 4 9 
+ Fajndly figks down, fall hat ning 40 the tome 
What ſweetneſs, as 2. Spauſe ſuſpends the e 
. That, In thaſg dreadful, moments, asks relief! a a * 
- In her fond arms he ſeems, new born, to move; 
Tears are leſs bitter, wip'd: away by Love: 5 
Strain'd to her breaſt, she hugs him there awhile; 
The babe; whilſt rocking,; darts. ity, ſirs a (nite; | 
His cries, embarraſſing, af joy. and bliss, 
The yet weak hands, that ſoftly preſs on hls, 
þ al move "the b Pens four ' with ardours 1 news, 


= 


1 man wanted eee to ſecure 
his happinefs, and to render himſelf utile in 
ſociety, he should ſeek them in his heart: but 
if he ſtand in need of a law for taking a com- 
panion, and the intereſt of the ſtate oppoſe it- 
felf to the great number of unmarried indivi- 


duals, who are inutile with regard to thoſe in- 


tereſts, it is the duty of Government to faci- 


* La Neceſiit & tire utile, par M. Ie Prieur. | 


litate 


U 


Om Bet N 9 De nd e 
LG | tit unm 9/onit 281 

- The yoopls of -Guinen Cin Africa) reſpire 
an unhealthy air; and the courſe of: Their life, 
in general, is not long: it is eſſential, then, that 
the people in this country should be foreed to 
marriage. Every year, on à certain day fixed 
by the law of the country, the King aſſembles 


the youths and the maidens of his ſtates, hay 
dias GEMM marriage. 


43, 


* dland 5 Dinegal, where hy ee 
is naturally arid, inſomuch that it produces no- 
thing without force, contains nevertheleſs more 
than three thouſand inhabitants in a very nar · 
row ſpace f. It may perhaps excite ſurpriſe, 
that this infertile and in all times unhealthy 
country, should be ſo well peopled as it is: 
but the law there favours population, in per- 
mitting the men to have as many women as 
they can ſupport. Their iſland abounds. alone 
in Turkish corn and fish: but theſe aliments 


| 8 Journ. Encychop. | July 1763. | 
| + Journ, Encyclop, April 1764. 


diſpoſe 
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diſpoſe't to fecundity the twelve women with 
whom each man in general contents him · 
A ct roms! 


A contagious diſeaſe having deſtroyed, in 
1707, the greateſt. part of the inhabitants of 
Iceland, the King of Denmark, to whom that 
iſland belongs, foreſeeing the extinction of the 
Iſlanders, iſſued an Ordinance, by which, for 
engaging his ſubjects to viſit Iceland, he per- 
mitted the damſels there to bring forth ſix ille- 
gitimare children, without ſuffering any ſtigma 
on their reputation. This Ordinance had its 
full effect; and thoſe good women shewed ſo 
much zeal to repeople their country, that they 
were quickly obliged to revoke a regulation 
that had appeared ſo agreeable to theſe fair- 
ones; and even to ordain a penalty, pro- 
portioned to the nature of the crime, which 
modeſty, ſays Mr. Anderſon, prevents me from' 
naming, and which, in ſome lofty” is eyen in- 
credible „ 


© Natural Hiſtory of Iceland, Greenland, &e; 
Vol: J. 


Vol. I. 1 The 
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The Spartans inflitured a fen, at which 


the unmarried men were ſcourged by the wo 
men, as unworthy to ſerve the. Republic, and 
of en to bo Ms and OT” 


The laws of a were not leſs ri- 
gorous againſt thoſe who obſtinately conti- 
nued in a ſtate of celibacy: they were ex- 
cluded the civil and military employments; and 
were even, as the Spartans, expoſed every year 
to a ſmall ceremony, that was ſufficiently diſ- 
_ «greeable. The Lacedemonian women re- 
paired to their habitations, the firſt day of ſpring, 
ſeized on and conducted them to the Temple of 
Juno, loaded them with pleaſantries, and in- 
flicted ſtripes on them at the feet of that God- 
deſs's ſtatue !. a 


The 3 laws of Rome tended greatly 
to encourage marriage among the citizens. The 
Cenſors paid attention to this object, according 
to the wants of the Republic; compelling the 
ſingle to change their condition, by ſubjecting 

them to ny and to ning. - Ceiar "=o 


a Bfais Hiftoriques fur Paris, far M. de Saint 
Fix. Iome II. 


rewards 


12 
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| wennde deb ahn hdd np hildrdny, and 
prohibited women under forty. five years of 
age, who had neither husband nor children, 

from wearing jewels, and ordering them to uſe 
a litter. A moſt excellent method, ſays M. de 
Monteſquieu, to attack the * on the 
ſide in | 


The 1 of 1 was more ſevere: 
he impoſed new punishments on thoſe who re- 
mained in a celibate condition; and augmented - 
the recompence of the married, particularly if 
they had children, The law of Auguſtus 
met a thouſand obſtacles; and, thirty. four years 
after it had been made, the Roman Knights 

demanded of him its revocation. ' He ors 
dered thoſe who were married to place them 
ſelves on one fide, and the unmarried to range 
on the other. Theſe laſt appeared in the 
greateſt number; which aſtonished and con- 
founded the citizens. Auguſtus, with all the 

+ gravity of the ancient VOOR thus addreſſed 
them... 


© While 1 and wars rob us of ſo 
© many citizens, what will become of the eity, 
© if we no more enter into contracts of mar. 
| "= + eng « riage? 
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© riage? The city by no means conſiſts in 
© the :houſes, the porticos, and public places: 
. jit is the men that form its grandeur. ' You 
© shall no more ſee, as in fables, men iſſue 


from the receſſes of the earth, to undertake 


— 


* the management of your affairs. It is not 
c wholly to live alone, that you remain in a 
© ſtate of celibaey; each has the companions of 
c his table and. his bed, and you ſeek peace only 
in your irregularities. Would you here 
«© cite the example of the Veſtal Virgins ? Then, 
if you do not maintain the laws of pudicity, 
© it is requiſite to punish you, like them. You 
© are equally bad citizens, whether all the world 
© imitate your example, or whether no one 
* perſon follow it. My ſole object is the per- 
© petuity of the Republic. I have augmented 
* the penalties allotted to the diſobedient; and, 
with regard to the rewards, they are ſuch, 
that I do not know if virtue has yet enjoyed 
greater. There are ſome of leſs value, 
for which thouſands venture their lives; and 
should not theſe engage you to take a con- 
< ſort, and to nourish children“? 


De PE/prit des Loix, Liv. XXIII. chap. xxi. 


The 
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The laws by which we are governed, 
have never aimed at the liberty of a man, ſo 
. far as to make him contract a marriage *; they 
have ſuppoſed the love of country engraven 
ſufficiently deep in the heart of Frenchmen, 
without needing a dread of the laws for im- 
e thai to "thi ſweeteſt union in * | 


— XIV. eoidntes! himſelf with en- 
n marriages, and recompenſing the fa- 
thers of families, who had a certain number of 
children born in legitimate wedlockk. We 
command, ſays he, that, from henceforth, 
© all our ſubjects liable to be taxed, that marry 
before or in the twentieth year of their age, 
% 2 oy _ m FAR from a wag 


2 1 e 0 eee who! :bebigs 
himſelf into the dilemma of being conſtrained by 
the laws to eſpouſe a perſan whom, he has ſeduced. 
It was, before the Revolution, in the Church of St. 
Marina, chat they married thoſe who were ſentenced 
to take 5 partner for life. Formerly they were mar- 
ried with a ring of ſtraw: was this, demanded M. 
de Saintfoix, for marking to the husband, that the 
virtue of her whom he eſpouſed, was very frangible? 
This was neither polite nor charitable. Essais 
Hiſtoriguet ſus Paris. tom. III. 

| Aag. | © butions 


'* butions or taxes, impoſitions, and other pub · 
lic charges, without being therein compriſed 
6 or employed till they have reached the full 
period of twenty years, We alſo command, 
9 who has ten 
« living children, born in lawful wedlock, ex · 
cepting thoſe of the religious orders, shall be 
and continue exempt from collections, all 
© taxes... and other impoſitions, contributions, 
„watch, guard, and other public charges; 
© and incaſe any of the ſaid children die, bear. 
ing arms in our ſervice, he or they shall be 
+ deemed and reputed living. We command, 
that Gentlemen and their wives, not being of 
_ © the aforeſaid religious orders, that have ten 
© children, enjoy a penſion of one thouſund 
© livtes per annum; and, likewiſe, thoſe two 
< thouſand livres, who have twelve children. 
We alſo will, that the inhabitants of privileged 
6 cities within our kingdom, being neither tax. 
able burgeſſes, nor nobles and their wives, 
© that have ten or twelve children, as above, | 
« shall enjoy a moiety of the penſions accorded 
© to Gentlemen and their wives, and MOrRover 
: dag in rj We 8 7 5 


* Ede of L X. is * . 


This 
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Ik uis edict remained in force no longer 
than ſeventeen years. All the privileges and 
exemptions therein contained, were revoked 


by a Declaration, which ſtated the abuſes that 


had been' introduced into the execution of the 
Edict. We ſee, moreover, that the privileges 
accorded to thoſe who married at the age of 
twenty, and under, would neceſſarily excite to 
marriage perſons whoſe conſtitution could not 
be ſufficiently ſtrong, for giving citizens to the 
ſtate. With regard to fathers of families, that 
were recompenſed for their zeal in propagating 
the ſpecies, theſe could but rarely be found: 
thus, ſays M. de Monteſquieu, it was by no 
means the queſtion, for encouraging population, 
to reward what wonderfully happened, To 
give a certain general ſpirit, inclining to the 
propagation of the ſpecies, it is neceſſary that 
we eſtablish, as the Romans, general rewards, 
or wi nN rn gh | 


It is eaſy to W that, in every place 
where er are e pere 


Declaration of Ss 13, 1683, N 


+ De hrs des Lois, Liv, XXL, chap. 
xxvii. | : 


aA a4 augments. 


| \ | 
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augments. Holland is, with relation to its 
extent, and the nature of its ſoil, more nu - 
merouſly peopled than any other country in 
Europe. We obſerve quite the contrary in 
England, becauſe the number of perſons there 


who live in a ſtate of celibacys i is very conſider- 


able. By theſe, I underſtand men who are 
| nothing leſs than chaſte, and. who. therefore 
even enervate population, while they introduce 
diſorder in ſociety. We find, according to 
M. de Beauſobre, a greater number of ſingle 
men, in England, at the age of forty, than in 
all Holland, at the age of twenty-five, It: is 

| alſo computed, that London receives, annually, 
five thouſand ſouls from the counties of that 
kingdom, and, nevertheleſs, the number of its 
inhabitants is not obſerved to increaſe. In 

the ſtates of the King of Pruſſia, there were, from 
1750 to 17 756, forty. one thouſand perſons 
more born than buried. We find Pcotelſt- 
ant countries, where, from the fifty-third, and 
even to the ſixtieth perſon, there is ſcarcely 
one that enters into the bands of marriage. In 
the Papal territories it is ſtill worſe . 


a Introdu®ion Centrale a Frude de ls politique, 
bes finances & du commerce. tom. II. 


— 


It 
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It is 2. deliberate examination that can | 
alone guide the Government as to the en- 
couragements that should be accorded to mar- 
riage. I ſay, a deliberate examination; for it 
is not the nation, as a body, that they muſt 
always regard; it is on the families of which 
the nation is compoſed, that they muſt direct 
the eye of obſervation. It is by this that the 
Government may know whether the number 
of inhabitants augments or diminishes. If 
there are obſtacles to population which it is 
eaſy to avoid, we find others that are more 
difficultly remedied; theſe are the hidden vices, 
that belong to the conſtitution of the State; 
and often muſt we widely extend our obſerva - 
tions, and rather direct them towards habita- 
tions that are ſeparate and fmall in number, 
than towards great and opulent cities, to diſ- 


cover the worm that n on n. if I 
may thus expreſs e 


| This is by vo means a ee ee 11180 us 
ſuppoſe that luxury is the ſource of that miſery 
ſuffered by a part of the inhabitants in cities 
and in the country; let us then fix our attention 
on the capital of the kingdom, without knowing 
how many individuals ſuffer and groan through 


the 


* 
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the luxury that ſparkles there, and we shall admire 
the opulence of the State, if it is always an- 
nouheed by luxury: it is only after having 
caſt che eyes of obſervation on objects more 
remote; that the illuſion diſappears.” The 
magnificence with which we have been ſtruck, 
loſes its luſtre, as ſoon as it is known that, for 
its ſupport, the ſubſiſtence of the unfortunate 
muſt be facrificed, Suppoſing always that 
luxury occaſions many evils in this State, it will, 
nevertheleſs, have conſtant apologiſts; and 
theſe apologiſts shall be men whom luxury has 
blinded, 'and who have never directed their 
eyes to other objects. In viewing the houſe 
of a- peaſant,” ſays à friend of humanity, 
I wil ate Page... afiio ep N i 
| ne io riſen.” "In 


( Out than 4 obſtacles Se 
is the want of ſubſiſtence. This jt is, that 
provokes the dolorous cries of the father of a 
family, plunged in poverty; and it is in the 
depth of theſe obſcure retreats, rather than in 


great cities, that che voice of the miſerable is 
elevated. 


1 
1 F 


# | * * 


ON MAREIAGE. 403 


Alas they exclaim, thoſe bands. that ſweeten'd toil, 
Are only fitted, now, to cherish ſtrife; , 
From us, our children ſuck the Ills of earth: 
Tormented at their lot, fatigu'd with life, | 
78 — with thim, our having, cus's their birth®, | 


os Ne — 

connected with the public good, repreſented to 
thoſe in power the abuſes which accelerated the 
dilapidation of the human ſpecies, we ſaw the 
Government oceupied on the means of repreſ- 
ſing theſe abuſes. LInſtruction ſuccinte ſur 
les accouchemens, muſt take the firſt place 
among thoſe works which were published by 
order of the Miniſtry; and te Trait# ſur les 
Maladies des enfans, a work undertaken by 
the ſame orders, and with the fame views, 
could not fail to excite ſentiments of acknow- 
ledgment the moſt lively in à part of the nation, 
who ſaw ſucceed to deſtructive prejudices, with 
which the people are yet poſſeſſed, the luminous 
and ſalutary methods, by whoſe aid the country 
will rear uſeful citizens, that ignorance before 

had ſacrificed to lamentable errors f. ; 


. Les Saiſon... Chant Ul. 


+ Inſtruction on deliveries, Aten to the preg- 
nancy of country women, and Treatiſe on the Di- 
caſes of Infants ; theſe works, in which M. Raulin 


refutes: 


, _=_ 
i : # 
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The barbarous cuſtoms that. formerly had 
place at marriages, are deſtroyed: the maſter- 
cannot force his vaſſal to unite with a woman 
contrary to his inclination: he is by no means 
permitted to ſell the fruits ariſing from the 
marriage of his dependants ; nor to allow their. 
re · purchaſe by the father and mother, &c. &c. 
Theſe marks of tyrannical power diſappeared, 
in proportion as wiſdom illumined the heart 
of men inveſted with command; and frequent- 
ly this abuſe was only reſtrained /by the punish- 
ment which the King inflicted on the Lords, 
who made their vaſſals and their villains. 
tremble under the mt of . | 


* 4 
: 5 10 


We. may judge of the ſtate * theſe Y 
lains in France, by a Charter reported in the 
Eſſais ſur Paris. We there ſee one Gulielmus, 
Bishop of Paris, conſent to the union of a 
young couple, on condition that the children 
born in conſequence of this: marriage, Should | 


kw the dangerous 5 that ——_— had- 
the greateſt ſucceſs. I have ſeen women in the 
country, called Midwives, who took fiom books the 
firſt notions of an art which, for a long time, oY 
exerciſed, guided by a murderous routine. | 


4 
4 
5 
. 
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be divided between the ſaid Gulielmus and the 
Abbe of St. Germain - des- Pre: . As, among 
children diſpoſed of in this manner, there were 
conſequently ſome better conſtituted and pro- 
portioned, and that had alſo more underſtanding 
than others, the Lords, in ſuch caſes, drew lots. 
Theſe bondmen compoſed more than two- 
thirds of the nation's inhabitants: they could 
not diſpoſe of themſelves, nor marry out of 
the demeſne of their Lord, without his per- 
miſſion. It was the maſter who poſſeſſed 
e to give them my to ſell, to changes 


* Be it known 19 all who shall I fee theſe tas 
that we Gulielmus, the famous bishop of Paris, con- 
ſent that Odeline, daughter of Radulphe Gaudin, ef 
the village called Ceres, a vassal of our Church, eſ- 

pouſe Bertrand, ſon of the defun® Hugon, of the 
viliage named Verrieres, villain of the Abbe of St. 
Germain-des Prez; under condition that the children 
which may be born in conſequence of the marriage 
aforeſaid, shall be divided between us and the ſaid 
Abbe; and that if the before-mentioned Odeline hap- 
pen to die without children, ail her moveable and 
immoveable goods, shall devolve to us; the ſame as all 
the efetts of Bertrand aforeſaid, shall return to the 
before-mentioned Abbe, if he die without children. 


Given in the year 1242. — 4is5ais hiſtoriques = 
Paris, Vol. II. 


and 


— 
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and to claim them every-where. The Abbe 
of St. Denis, in 858, was taken priſoner by the 
Normans; and, for his ranſom, were given ſix 
hundred and eighty- five pounds of gold, three 
thouſand two hundred and fifty pounds of filver, 
| horſes, oxen, ſeveral villains of. his Abby, with 
their wives and their children. Hugo de 
. Champ Fleuri, bishop of Soiſſons, in 1155, 
ſeeking to buy a beautiful horſe, for the pur- 
' poſe of making his entre into that city, one 
was brought him, for which he gave five vil - 
lains of his demeſnes, . women, and three 
men. \ - 


The Lords demanded, in their domains, 
the liberty of ſleeping, the firſt night, with the 
bride. A Lord d' Auxi, in Ponthieu, had the 
right of immolating the virginity of gen- 
tlewomen,' and beautiful nunt . . paying 
for that right five shillings and ten- pence 

pariſis, to the Count of Penthieu f. This pri- 
eee eee was cotiverted into | 
leſs unreaſonable pretenſions. The Canons of 
the Cathedral at PT pretended, likewiſe, 


* /Jem. 
+ See Essai for PHP. gen. de | Picardie. ; 


that 


\ i 
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that they. had the right of paſſing the firſt, nup- 
tial night with the ſpouſes of their villains *. 
That which they practiſed under the reign of 
Saint. Lewis, was more decent: the EccleGaſtics 

ſuffered new-married- couples to buy the per · 
miſſion of ſleeping together the firſt nuptial 
night, and even the two ſucceeding nights f. 
But, ſays M. de Monteſquieu, the . 
carrecded it all. | 


This unbounded 1 which maſters | 
exerciſed over their ſlaves, ſometimes produced 
extraordinary ſcenes. A Lord, who poſſeſſed 
conſiderable lands in oppreſſed Normandy, took 
pleaſure in being diſtinguished by his whimſical 
and ſingular ideas. He aſſembled, in the month 
of June, all his villains of both ſexes, who 
had attaibed-a marriageable age, and made them 
give the nuptial benediction. Afterwards, 
they were ſerved with wine nd viands: he 
ſeated himſelf at the table, ate, drank, and 
rejoiced with them; but never failed to im- 
poſe on thoſe” couples who appeared to him 
the moſt amorous, ſome conditions, which he 


128 Essai hiftoriques * Paris, vol. II. 
J PEſprit des Lois, Lie. XXVIIL chap. xi. 


found . 
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found extremely pleaſunt. One pair he con 
manded © to paſs the firſt night of their mar- 
e rlage' on be top df =" tree, and i that fins. 
< tion to conſummate their nuptials!? Another 
received orders, to conſummate in the river 

© of Andelle, where they were to bathe them 
© ſelves two hours, naked to the shirt, &c. 
He had a niece, beloved by a young man in his 
neighbourhood, and who tenderly returned her 
lover's affection: but he declared to the young 
man, that he would only accord his niece to him 
on condition, that he carried her, without 
« reſting, to the ſummit of a hill, that was 
within view of the windows of his caſtle.” 
Love and hope induced the lover to believe 
that his burden would be light; and, in fact, 
he conveyed his dear miſire/5, without reſting, 
to the appointed place: but the unfortunate 
youth expired an hour afterwards, in conſequence 
of the efforts which he had made: his miſtreſs, 
in the courſe of a few days, died of agony and 
chagrin; and the uncle, in expiation of the 
misfortune which he had | cauſed, founded a 
Priory on the hill, which was called the Priory 
of the Iwo Lovers. It lies three miles from 
Pont-de-l'Arche, and twelve from Rouen *. 


. . * Excais ſur Paris, Tom. V. : 
| Sometimes 
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Sometimes there occurred n | 
3 excited the Popes to excommunicate a 
Whole kingdom; and, in ſuch caſe, marriage 
was interdicted. Philip Auguſtas, wishing to 
repudiate Ingelburge, in order to eſpouſe Ag- 
nes de Meranie, the Pope forbade divine-ſer-- 
vice throughout the kingdom; the churches 
were shut nearly eight months; they ſaid nei - 
ther maſs nor veſpers; no marriages took place; 
and the works of marriage were even illicis: no 
perſon was permitted to ſleep with his wife, 
ſays M. de Saintfoix, becauſe the King would 
not lep with his; and ordit wry generation, | 
in France, during that year, Gould make but | 
little progreſs *; ® | 


This ingenious Author, in ſurveying the 
manners and cuſtoms of the French, under the 
firſt race of Kings, informs us, that a man, al- 
though married, might be promoted to a dea- 
conry, the prieſthood, and even become bishop, 
by declaring that, for the future, he would live 
with his wife in no greater familiarity than with 
his ſiſter; and his ſon generally obtained the 
reverſion of the bishoprick. It was not laws 


dem. Vol. II. 


40 | 
ful to eſpouſe thoſe who had been abandoned 
by a prieſt or a deacon®. It; appeared, that 
matters were not always conducted honeſtly; 
for the greateſt part of the canons and vicars 
contracting marriages, Pope Calixtus II. in the 
Couneil of Rheims, 1119, excommunicated all 
the married eceleſiaſtics, deprived them of 
their benefices, forbade them to hear maſs, 
deelared their children illegitimate, and ima. 
gined it proper to carry his ſeverity towards 
theſe innocent beings ſo far, as to deliver them 
up a prey to the avarice of the Lords, by whom 
wy were reduced to ſervitude, and _— 
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-\. "The Kceleſaſtics alſo Sate to render mar- 
riages more difficult, by forbidding them among 
relations to the ſeventh degree. The hus- 
band and wife were not, commonly, to receive 
the ſacrament, till they had abſtained eight 
days, at leaſt, from the conjugal duty. They 
endeavoured to brand with infamy thoſe who 
entered into the pale of wedlock a third time, 
whether men or women; and ſecond mar- 
riage, even, had been regarded, for a long 
time, as a kind of tolerated fornication, The 


* [dem, Adem. 


Council 
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Une ol Saragoſſa, in 692, debarred Queens 
from marrying more than once, and ordered 


that no Prince should eſpouſe them: they were 
doomed to a religious life *: | 


Soße aebi in ancient times, introtiiced 
f | Gingukir cuſtom into marriage. On the 
third feaſt of Eaſter, in ſeveral provinces, ac- 
cording to the account of Jean Belet, the 
wife beat her husband, and, the next day, the 
husband beat his wife. The reaſon which 
they gave, was, that this practice indicated the 
obligation under which ſpouſes lay to correct 
each other; and alſo to prevent, in the holy 
time of Eaſter, the man from demanding the 
conjugal duty of his wife, or the waſh of her 
husband f. 

After undergoing different revolutions, 
Marriage became, in France, a reſpectable 
ſtate; from which thoſe perſons were excluded, 
who conſecrated themſelves to religion, as in- 
compatible with the functions of the ſacred | 


* Idem, | 


+ Recreations hiſtorigues, critiques, morales, | 
Sc. par M. du Radier. Tom. I. Y 


B b 2 miniſtry. 
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miniſtry. Excepting thoſe ſeparated, by their 
condition, from marriage, I do not believe that 
other men have reaſons ſufficiently plauſible 


for diſpenſing with it; unleſs Nature, through 


ſome accident, furnishes an obſtacle. Wo- 
men, ſaid Bacon, are our miſtreſſes in youth, 
our companions in mature years, and our nurſes 
in the decline of life. We have reaſon to 
marry, then, at all ages. 


We may ſay, likewiſe, that there are res- 
ſons for attaching ourſelves to a ſpouſe, in every 
ſtate. Rich men, perhaps, have this manner 

only of ſubſiſting in Nature, which they muſt 
by no means negle&.... Should they, in reality, 
be negligent in this particular? I cannot think 
they ought. That which makes the charm of 
our days; that which frequently ſoftens the lot 
of the unfortunate; should that be without in · 
Auence on the manners of men to whom for- 
tune has accorded its favours? No! I can- 
not admit the ſuppoſition, The rich man 
ſnores on his - treaſures ..,, But, a ſpouſe! 
children! To what regret muſt thoſe be a 
prey, who, in opulence, have neglected the 
means of ſtrewing flowers on the road that 
conducts them to the end of their career! 
Magiſtrates 


oN RU. arg 


| Magiſtrites want all the ſweets of ſociety, 
to ſoften that auſterity - which they contract in 

ſtudying the laws; and even ſociety itſelf wants 
men, whoſe ideas may have an influence on it, 
as knowing' what the names "REF of Father 
e rop el | Kt 12 5 


Wee 0 of the ſtates which Vee 
men to marriage, there are till reaſons, I do 
not ſay of the temperament, which I have ex- 
amined in the firſt Chapter of this Volume; 
but there are yet reaſons, I ſay, that relate to 
diſpoſition. © A melancholic man has certainly 
need of company; and he whoſe gaiety an- 
nounces contentment, is preciſely in the fame” 
caſe. What we obſerve in joyous men, is, 
that they are ſincerely ſo during a certain time: 
but, reaching mature age, their ſoul is gradually 
imprinted with a fadneſs which they would, 
in vain, conceal; their gaiety, their fallies, are 
reſerved for broad daylight: they finish, at 
length, in becoming, for the moſt part, melan- 

- cholics and miſanthropes, or ſtrive to graſp 
at joy again by flying to debauchery ; and, in 
that caſe, it is well known that things do not take 
a more men turn. 


Bp A claſs 
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| Sel. edna: marriage may 
be- conſidered requiſite, is that compoſed of 
literary characters; provided they moderate its 
pleaſures. But the temperament muſt leſs in- 
duce them to marriage, than the neceſſity of 
eaſing the labours of ſtudy by thoſe charms at- 
EAGER to the _ of a n ee | 


It bas been e o that the mqerigges of 


literary men by no means produce the moſt 


advantage to the State. I have read, in a 


fable unknown to the ancients,” ſaid Dufreſni, 


© that Apollo being married, one day, dried 
* the Hippocrene on the next. A married 

© genius is a ſterile genius. In fact, continues 
Dufreſni, the productions of man arebounded:;. 
© he muſt, at his choice, either leave to poſte- 
© rity works of genius or children“. This 
pleaſantry conveys truth, in a certain degree: 
the world will always ſport with a man who 
affects, that he cannot quit his cloſet on any 
account, and yet propoſes to leave a number 
of branches to poſterity; becauſe thoſe two 
kinds of occupation are found incompatible. in 
many men. But what witholds a part of men 


Amuſemens ſerieux & comiques. 
4 of 


of letters from marriage, is, if I may fo ſay, 
4 ſort of indolence, the love of ſtudy, and 
conſequently repoſe and phyſical-- tranquillity 
a repugnance I do not ſay: to all pleaſures, but 
thoſe at leaſt that would apparently detach them 
from ſtudy, and too forcibly require their atten» 
tion. We have, nevertheleſs, examples of 
celebrated men, who conſidered it a duty,” due 
to the age in which they lived, to prove that 
literary labours had by no means extinguished 
the ſentiments of the citizen. It would be 
ſingular, if an occupation that flatters the heart, 
warms and gives it a very great degree of ſen- 
' ſibility, operated to banish thoſe inclinations 
* of nm nnn 


il! Laibbiey; amid the mg Gee 
por metaphyſics, ' diſputing with the English on 
the invention of differential computation ; Leib- 
nitz, at the age of fifty Fears, reſolved to 
marry: he was deſired to. poſtpone his inten- 
tion; and he profited from thence, by making 
reſlections, which turned his thoughts from 
that deſign. Whatever his reflections were, 
(we may preſume that his age, and the gout, 
to Which he was ſubject, created in him ob- 
—_ ) it affords conſolation for ſociety, that 
bit, X B d 4 this 
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this great man felt himſelf under other obliga- 
tiors to his country than thoſe which he had 
diſcharged by-his writings. Halley, a diſciple 
of the immortal Newton, arrived at Calais to 
obſerve the famous comet that appeared in 
1680, and on which ſo much has been written. 
On his return to London, he made diſpoſitions 
for bringing his obſervations into order; and he 
had already commenced, when, to thwart thoſe 
dry and immenſe calculations, Love shewed him 
Maria Took: Halley became enamoured; but, 
ſtill he would finish his undertaking. However, 
he found that it was mpoſſible; and therefore 
married the object of his affections in 1682, 

to render himſelf capable of purſuing his la · 

bours, which he then accordingly renewed. 
Love may place this ue e. thoſe n 
do 2 the mol honour. | Ne 


| We are indebted to M. 4 ot: fav an ex- 
eh work on the Health of Men of Letters; 
in which we find many examples of the bad 
effects produced by too great an attachment to 
labour. In this Work, the regimen may be 
ſeen, which ſtudlious men muſt follow, for con- 
ſerving their health in the beſt ſtate poſſible, 
and alſo to repair it when tottering. M. Tiſſot 
1 | would 
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would aſſociate men more nearly to Nature, 
to accelerate ' their phyſical well being. He 
has thereto cleared the way for men of letters; 
but the real advantages which they muſt derive- 
from thence, ſurpaſs all wie that oft are 

1 fi thu hat Nen | 


0 Ng as a merge man esel in 
reality ſick, ſays M. Tiſſut, the firſt preſcrip- 
tion that muſt be given him, is, to omit his 
ſtudies entirely... He muſt forget his acquaint- 
ance with ſciences and books; the door of his 
cloſet muſt be shut to him; he muſt reſign 
himſelf wholly to repoſe, to gaiety, to rural 
pleaſures, and become what Nature has made 
every man; a labourer or a gardener, -- This is 
the only way of drawing them from their me- 
ditations; and we cannot re-eſtablisch their 
health, while they continue at ſtudy,” * If a 
remedy could be diſcovered, to ſuſpend the 
faculty of thinking without danger, it would 
prove a 3 for the diſeaſes of n 
men *. 


a De ha ſums des * A lettres, 1768. 
p. 221. | 
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; 1 
5 citizen; particulatiy when he directs his 
labours towards obje&s, that; tend to the hap- 
ineſs of his fellow creatures: but it is not 
leſs true, that this man is out of natute, and 
that we may regard his literary oecupations as 
a malady which attacks the human ſpecies, and 
that gradually diminishes population. Th 
marriage, then, of a literary man is deſirabſe, 
becauſe all men lie under obligations of that 
kind; and, further, becauſe the ſweets of the 
conjugal union may calm the gloomy: die that 
impreſſes the imagination of a man, who, reſigns 
himſelf too cloſely to labour. But, in ap : 
he is à literary man: it would be dangerous to 
carty, into the lap of pleaſure, an imagination 
ſinking under the fatiguing weight of ſtudy. 
He then regards himſelf as a diſeaſed man; but, 
following the ſage counſel of M. Tiſſot, he is 
brought nearer, to Nature; he- forgets, at 
length, his genius, in thoſe delicate moments 
when the heart muſt alone be voluptuouſly 


all ected. 


4 


 Aﬀter the claſs of Ee men, moſt of 
whom avoid the bands of marriage, there is yet 
. 0 one 
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one much more conſiderable than we imagine, 
the celibate condition of whom arreſts popu - 
lation; namely, the claſs of perſons, that an 
ardent imagination impels to continual reading, 
Perhaps,“ ſays M. Tiſſot, of all the cauſes 
+ that have contributed to injure the health of 
women, the principal has been that infinite 
© multiplication of novels within theſe hundred 
years. From the ; ſlabbering:bib to a more 
e advanced age, they read with ſo great an ar- 
dour, as to dread a moment's interruption 
© never give themſelves any motion; and often 

< {it up very late in order to indulge. this -paſ- 
©. ſion.. . A girl who thus reads at her tenth 
+ year, inſtead of walking, will be, at twenty - 


one, a vapourish woman, and by no | MIR 
Nane 5 


Tbe cots which nee ſo much the 
phyſical habit, equally affect the moral diſpo- 
ſition; I have known perſons, of each ſex, 
whoſe once . robuſt conſtitution decayed by 
little and little, through the too vivid impreſſion 
which thoſe paſſionate compoſitions made on 
their imagination. Tender novels rather op- 


Alen, p. 184. 4 - 
poſe 
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poſe- than contribute to marriage: a woman, 
whoſe heart, or rather imagination, is inflamed 
by a romantic ardour, ſearches in no wiſe for 
an ordinary ſpouſe; a hero, alone, can claim 
pretenſions to her favour. - Seduced by ficti. 
tious ſentiments, the conjugal union can preſent 
no charms to her eyes, if ſo {ſweet a band is 
not rendered unnatural by ridiculous acceſſories, 
that ſet love in wotlon; a flame W _ 
 righed by ee ee 


Tbe coledrited! Moliere was 0 no means 
ene, with this Hpiritual love — which 
removes ſome ſingular women from what they 
owe to Nature — when he n, ens * mags 
characters ſay to Clitander..., s 12 


WM #% > 


Call you . .. that being to your love untrue, 
When we would cleanſe it of all vulgar hue; 

_ And, by refining, make it wholly. pure, 

In which, of perfect love, conſiſts th' lure? # 
Your thoughts, ſound, uuembarraſs d, rove from bence, 
Bent on the brutal commerce of mere fenſe: 
Ne'er shalt thou taſte th' attraction, .ſweet, 
When, void of body, hearts in union meet. 
Thou can'ſt not love, than with an impure fire, 
Than with th' dregs of corporal deſire: 
To fan this flame, born in your ſervile mind, 
A marriage ſce,...and all which ſtalks behind. 

| Ah! 


* 
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Ah! foreign Love! While ſouls of 'beaut'ous birth 
Are far from kindling at thoſe flames. of earth! 
The ſenſes, share in nought that it imparts ; 

; That fire is fine which only marties hearts: 

a leaves, indignant, other cares of love; 
is pure and bright, as that which burns above: 
Guided by that, the ſighs of honour ſwell; 

That leads from haunts where luſtful pleaſures dwell. 
Nothing impure contiminates our aim, 

We love for love, and feel no other claim; 
Alone, our tranſports from th* ſoul come free, 

Th' animal machine we never ſee. 


Les femmes ſavanter. Act. 4. Sc. 2. 


Of the follies which Moliere has cen- 
ſured, this is one of thoſe which he attacked 
without a certain ſucceſs: or, at leaſt, it ap- 
pears again at the preſent time with new force; 
and is diſgraceful to humanitʒ. 


I am not ſurpriſed, that thoſe perſons 
ſeem averſe to marriage, who take delight in 
reading novels, in which the author has been 
pleaſed to aſſociate a ſeries 'of misfortunes and 
_ crimes: the melancholy which neceſſarily ſuc- 
ceeds thoſe readings, that caſt a gloom on 
the imagination, and painfully affect the mind, 
can be little calculated to produce a ſweet and 

tranquil 


tranquil union. = Thoſe dreadful cataſtrophes, 
replete with tombs and poniards; which we 
find a thouſand ways variegated in romances of 
the preſent day, give to the organs à degree of 
ſenſibility, of irrizability, which, ſooner. or 
later, degenerate in diſeaſe; Is it not the au- 
thors of theſe dangerous books, who, depriving 
the nation of that cheerfulneſs ſo neceffary to 
population, cauſe thoſe debilities, weakneſſes, 
vapours, and nervous diſeaſes, which, for 


| ſo many years, have been the ſubje& of com- 


plaint? Of what eſtimation would that man 
be, who had power, by the ſtroke of a wand, 
to petrify all the perſons rejoicing in the 
midſt of a ball, letting a ſtate of inertion 
ſucceed the gay and wanton . dances which 
amuſed the aſſembly? 


There is yet a kind of novels, (and theſe 
appeared utile at firſt) written by men who 
ſeem alive to the ſweets of nuptial and pa- 

ternal love. Theſe productions would be 
of the greateſt utility, if thoſe who read them 
did not deſire to have a knowledge of the 
Authors. What enſues in conſequence? He 
who ſung to hymen and voluptuouſneſs, ſor- 
rowſully remains in a celibate condition, feel- 
ing 


— 


tg Mur fe in his imagination which ought 
to warm his heart, He is a General, who 
encourages” his deen. e death mm- 
Wen 9 | 


Et 
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Let thoſe be amorous who ſing of LAS 
let thoſe who exalt the ſweets of marriage, 
owe to the careſſes of their ſpouſes and their 
children the ſongs which they conſecrate to 
conjugal and paternal love. Let thoſe who 
offend Nature, by repreſenting myſteries in 
which they refuſe to be admitted, dread that 
the ſame Nature, for avenging herſelf, purpoſes 
to give them, for one moment only, the 
heart of a ſenſible man! 


A writer, diſtinguished by his eloquence, 


morals, and even his misfortunes, has repre» 


ſented with much fire thoſe pleaſures which the 
man and the woman may taſte in that union 
which produces marriage. We shed delicious 
tears, in ſurveying the deſcriptions of this great 
maſter..... But one reflection has frequently 
given me concern, while admiring the expreſſion, 
the warmth, and the tranſports of the cele- 
brated Citizen of Geneva. I have ſaid: To 
what commiſeration was this ſenſible man en- 

3 | titled 


titled.... who ſung to Love and Hymen with 
ſo much energy! and who, after having kin» 
dled in his heart the ſacred fire of Nature, 
could preſs neither wife nor . in his 


arms! 


Erlices ter . * „ 6h 
Quos irrupta tenet copula, nec malic 
 Divulſus querimoniis 
Suprems citius ſolvet amor die, 


 Hogat, Lib. I. Ode XIII. 
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1 Nature & wi nag ; voild les loix premieres. 
|  VoLTaine. 


In Nutare and 1 Hymen, fee the firſt-made laws, | 


— 
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THE happieſt people haye un ; 
doubtedly been thoſe who left at entire liberty 
the choice of - ſpouſes, and, ſo far from con- 
ſtraining an union of hearts by the shackles 
of 3 refuſed to ſmother Love under 

the weight of - conveniences and prejudices. 
l Cc There 


| | | \ > 
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| There are ftill ſome nations where this liberty 
is conſerved, and where a bright day shines on 
the conjugal union ; - while other people, ſlaves 
to riches and ranks cotkfa& marriapes, before 
which a ſombre veil is hung, that conceals ſor- 
row, diſguſt, and W e 


Among the Gaus, when a young, ap 
had attained a marriageable age, her father in- 
vited the youths of the diſtrict to dinner: 
she had it in her power, to make choice of the 
perſon who pleaſed her moſt; and, for marking 
the preference which she gave to the favoured 
object, it was with him that she begun to preſent 
water to wash“. From ſo (age a, cuſtom, 
many advantages wuſt have reſulted: a young 
woman was never. eſpouſed contrary to her in. 
clination, and that alone ſufficed to render 
happy the generality of marriages. This cir - 
cumſtance had great influence on the diſpo- 
ſition; and it fortified the ſpirit. We are in- 
fortned by Hiſtorians, that the female Gauls 
had " acceſs to all aſfemblies whertin' war or 
peace was the queſtion under deliberation: the 
men bad for them a fort of eget and, 
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at their repaſis, every thing 'was beer eee 
faid,' except ENG women. G gf co 


rig /binb6l NO ir marie} 


— Kings; at ds kid mes, 4 


bod birth and ' politics in their marriages: it 


Independent of temporary familiarities with 
miſtreſſes, ſays M. de Saintfoix, they alſo in- 
dulged in à plurality of -/ wives. Fin Gi Dear 
Prince, faid Ingonda, one day, to Clotaire 


the Firſt, 1 have a ſiſter whom I love: her 
name is Aregonda, and she reſides in the 


country. I hope that you will charge your- 


„ felf with the care of her eſtablishment, and ; 


©-chuſe a conſort for her. Clotaire went 
to ſee this Aregonda, at her houſe in the coun. 
try; found her handſome, eſpouſed her, and 
returned to Ingonda, ſaying, that he had been 
unable to deviſe a more ſuitable match for her 
ſiſter than himſelf; that he had © therefore 


eſpouſed her, and thenceforth ths. rn have 


ber e 


Before tie eig of Peter the brd, the 


Car likewiſe choſe their conſorts ning the 


» Effais hiſt. fur Paris, Tum. U. 


was nearly always beauty that made the Queens. 


Ces ' moſt 


+. 
— 


moſt beautiful ie They were brought 
from the provinces. - Thivigront miſtreſs ol 
the Court received the fair · ones, lodged them 
The Czar ſaw them under a borrowed nama; 
or without diſguiſe: the time of marriage was 
fixed, but ſtill the choice remained a ſecret; 
and, on the appointed day, a nuptial habit was 
preſented to the fair- one on whom the choice 
had fallen. ; Other habits were diſtributed to 
the candidates, with which they returned home. 
It was in this manner that Michael Romanow 
eſpouſed, in 1626, Eudoxia, the daughter of a 
poor gentleman, named Streshneu. He was 
himſelf cultivating bis grounds, with his domeſ. 
tics, when the Chamberlains, ſent by the Czar, 
appriſed him that mee r eb 4s 
| throne®. 


. 5 . i 
Marriage e e a peo- 
ple who inhabit an extenſive narrow iſland, 
ſituated towards the north of Aſia, and which 
has been conquered by the Ruſſians, offers 

proc which dame how Rrong the paſe 
* Gr 
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fon of mam is for uniting himſelf to à con- 
ort. When a Kamtſchadale would marry, 


he caſts his eyes on ſome young woman f 
the adjacent village; and, having diſcovergd 
a damſel to his taſte, he repairs to her parents, 
and appriſes them that he is become enamoured 


of their daughter, requeſting | permiſſion to 


ſerve them a certain time; to which they willingly 
conſent. During the period of his ſervitude; 


which ſometimes: continues ſ-veral years, he 
shews an extreme zeal, and a very great do- 
cility : but when the term fixed is arrived, he 
beſeeches his maſter and miſtreſs that they 
would be pleaſed to let him touch their daugh- 
ter. If he has had the good fortune to 
pleaſe the parents of his miſtreſs, they accord 
it to him; but if they are diſcontented, they 
give him ſomething in licu of _ and he * 
ene to retire. 


vr 


When a Kamtſchadale Woh: obtained per · 
miſion to touch his miſtreſs, it is for him to 
eſpy an inſtant wherein she is alone, or, at 
leaſt, but little accompanied; for, then, all the 
women and laſſes of the village are obliged 
to defend hergagainſt the enterpriſes of her 
1 beſides the protection of theſe inſpec * 

SE 3 tors, 
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ben be is ech zi to or three peir af 11 

drawers with under · waiſtcoats, and fo twiſted 

and enveloped in ſtrings and bandages, that she 
can ſcarcely move, appearing as a ſtatue, If 
he has the happineſs to find her alone, or with 
little company, he throws himſelf on her, and 
ſtrives to break the bandages whieh envelope 
the fair object of his heart, and to tear the 
her drawers, in order to touch the private 
parts; for in that conſiſts: all the 'ceremonies 
ok marriage. This enterpriſe is rendered very 
difficult by the reſiſtance of thoſe women who 
guard the young perſon, and ho dart on the 
lover, pluck out his hair, flay his viſage, maim, 


- and belabor him ſoundly, to make him leave 


his prize. If, in ſpite of his wounds, he ac- 
complishes the intended purpoſe, lie muſt take 
to flight, as ſoon as he has deprived the young 
woman of her garments; when, in the ſame 
inſtant, she calls him back in a tender and paſ- 
ſionate voice, pronouncing. Ni, Ni; and from 
that time the marriage is made. But it is 
ſeldom that a man ſucceeds before he has: com- 
bated a year; and as often as he is forced to 
give way, he has occaſion for a conſiderable 
time to recover of bs nn 
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haye there occurred, of ſome men, who, after 
ſeven years purſuit, were forced to renounce 
the object of their love, and to paſs the re- 
a minen 110 eee ae, nd. ny 


ee eee I Re Os. 
Phy Wea Sar yr for, with regard to wi- 
dows, it is ſufficient that they accord with 
thoſe who purſue: them: but a widow cannos 
de carried off till she has expiated her faults; 
which conſiſts. in ſleeping the firſt night with 
a ſtranger. Notwithſtanding the facility with 
theſe ate ſeldom ſolicited, on account of the 
manner of 2xpiation, It was no other than 
a ſtranger, or ſome perſon exalted above tlie 
prejudices of shame and infamy, that would 
deign to render this ſervice to widows; that 
action being regarded by the Kamtſchadales as 
very dishonourable. The women were for- 
merly obliged to make large disburſements, for 
finding a man who would purify them; and 
often were they forced to continue in a ſtate 
of widowhood, in ſpite of their utmoſt efforts: 
but, ſince the eſtablischment of the Coſſacks in 
that iſland, they have been leſs embarraſſed, . 
a1 „ and 
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Divorce is allowed hy Tanabe, ws 
it occurs without noiſe or buſtle + the husband 
| repairs to a ſeparate bed; and, ſome days after- 
ward, eſpouſes another woman. The repu- 
diated wife, on Pee e, 
dusband“. . 


i Og 4 0 


7 


a eee da the 
Kamtſchadales, and who divide themſelves into 
wandering and fixed Koriacks, obſerve nearly 

the ſame- ceremonies in their marriages as the 

Kamtſchadales. It muſt, nevertheleſs, be no- 

ticed, that, amongſt theſe nations, thievery is 

not only authoriſed, but even praiſed and eſteem- 
ed, provided care be taken not to commit it 
in the family, and if fo adroitly performed; as to 
elude diſcovery: . for they punish that culprit 
- ſeverely who is detected in the fact; leſs, how- 
ever, for the crime itſelf, than the want of 
proper” addreſs. A young woman muſt not 
eſpouſe any man, ' unleſs he has previouſly 
en proofs of his n ne * 


ee n Siberia, - Tome II. lt [rag 
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of the two Koriack nations, too ſingular to be 
paſſed over unobſerved. Thoſe who nourish 
the rein deer, carry their jealouſy ſo far, as to 
kill their wives on the ſlighteſt ſuſpicion of in- 
fidelity. This cruelty obliges thoſe unhappy 
females to make uſe of every means which 
depend on themſelves, for becoming ugly: they 
never wash their face nor their hands; their 
hair is utterly neglected; and their outward 
habiliments preſent nothing than ill. adapted and 
loathſome tatters; while they reſerve a pro. 
priety for all that is leſs immediately ſubjected 
to obſervation.... They would dread the ſu- 
ſpicion of having ſome lover, if they ; 
n acer denten in te moſt riſing . | 
en nme 
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ugh ; 
Tue fixed bog on cb a n 

n perticulr-thoſs named Tchoukrhi, regard as 
the" greateſt proof of amity the condeſcenſion 
of a friend to ſleep with their wives or their 
daughters, when he happens to pay them 2 
viſitz and, during that time, the maſter of the 


houſe goes out expreſsly to find the wife of 


his gueſt. A refuſal to ſleep with the wife 
on ſuch an occaſion, is conſidered as ſo great 


* 
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an outrage by the husband, that the friend, in 
ſuch caſe, .incurg the riſque of being murdered, 
for having — received thels _ 
Wann of amity . n n 


[ . 
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a ſp PR eas wha cp marry, is late 
. to know the domeſtic accomplish - 

girl, on her part, enquires whether her lover 
is adtoit in the chace, and at fishing; and 
whether, at thoſe employments, he is fortunate 
and aſſiduous. Iwo or three old women act 
When they , propoſe it to the. young woman, 
she looſens her hair, with which she covers her 
face, and begins to weep. The old women, 
pretending to be wholly unconſcious of her 
affliction, take her under the arms, and drag 
ber along with them. When she has reached 
the paternal houſe of her lover, she continues 
_ -weeping for a long time: the young man en- 
treats her to come and lie down by his ſide; 
her tears augment; the lover redoubles his en · 
treaties; and the conſummation of the marriage 
ay terminates the ceremony. ee 


ü . Auen. N Chap, XX. s 
they 
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they eannot make the young woman remain 
with her husband; she often eſcapes from him, 
for the purpoſe of returning to her parents: 
the husbandꝭ in order to terminate theſe elope- 
ments, makes a ſick, in which, made cloſely 
faſt, the old women bring him his wife home; 
and, from that time, she is obliged to remain 
D EIS dar eue ex ang M ene e 
- The eee 2 are con- 
duRed-with leſs ceremony. The relations on 
each ſide lead the bridegroom and the bride to 
church, where the parſon -unites them. They 
afterwards range themſelves apainſt the wall, at 
the further end of the church. The young 
married couple, with the parſon, ſtand in the 
middle, and the relations on both ſides. They 
give the bride à full glaſs of brandy, which she 
hands to the next, and ſo on: the bridegroom does 
the ſame, on his ſide; and they continue drink - 
ing in this manner as long as their legs will 
ſupport themf. This liquor is the ſoul of all 
aſſemblies in that e and an "ep 
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| 1 Little e an Abate au, | 
where the Calmuc Tartars are lords, the men, 
as in many other countries, purchaſe their wo. 
men with money; and their value is eſtimated 
according to the degree of beauty which they 
poſſeſs. A father is rich, in proportion to the 
number of handſome daughters which com- 
poſe his family, The nuptial - rejoicings con- 
tinue three days; and, during that period, the 
bridegroom lies down, every night, cloſe to his 
new ſpouſe: but he is not permitted to un- 
dreſs; and he can only remain there an inſtant, 
while ſeveral women, who obſerve bim, take 
care to oppoſe any efforts that he may make 
to become, in reality, the husband of his bride. 
Before the third night, he cannot take W. 
ſion of all the rights of a husband. 


Witheld enjoyment, in thofe hearts thar feel,” 
Strengihens, lnfallivly, ib force of eh 


ry Melenges 8 & curieux, ou . 
# Hiſtoire, Naturelle, Morale, Civiſe & Politique 
de Þ Afie, P Afrique, P Amerique & #75 Terres 
Polaires, Tome III. 6 
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he Macoſſays, inhabitants of the Ille of 
Celobes; have'a cuſtom oppoſite to that of the 
- Buckarians. After the ceremony, they: shut 
up the new · married couple in an obſeure 
chamber; where there is no other light than 
that of a ſmall lamp. In this place, they are 
left alone three days and three nights, without 
being once permitted to go out from thence; 
nor is any perſon allowed: to viſit them. This 
ſecluſion from ſociety is ſo rigorouſly enforced, 
that they are provided with every thing, which 
otherwiſe might neceſſitate them to leave their 
gloomy: abode. - The fourth day, à ſervant 
enters the apartment, holding in one hand a 
great vnſe filled with water, and in the other 
a bar of iron, on which ſome myſterious cha- 
racters are engraven. The two ſpouſes are 
obliged to riſe up, and place their naked ſeet on 
the iron · bar; and, afterwards, all the water in 
the vaſe is thrown over their bodies. It is ap- 
parently ſuppoſed that _ ſtand in _ of re · 
freohment *. | 


—— vanity are not — 
to be lamented as the females of the Calmucs, 


* Melanges intereſſa 15, &c, Tome IX. 
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maſters, of whom I have ſpokean. Theſe 
have liberty to take as many wives as they 
chuſe, without therein comprehending their 
concubines, which they ſelect among: their 
laves. The choice of their wives is neither 
reſtrained by conſanguinity. nor by any law, 
A Calmuc eſpouſes the neareſt relation, exrept · 
ing his mother. The marriage of 0 father 
with his daughter, even, is not without exumple 
amongſt theſe horrible people. They ceaſe to 
ſleep with their wives as ſoon as they have 
attained the age of forty years; regarding them, 
at that period, as ſo many ſervants, to hom 
they allow a ſubſiſtence, 1 for taking care of 
their houaſes en __ women - who: ſue- 
| _ 2 9135, iche 4 ae e 
Tbe eee ee 80 one wake — 
moſt ancient religions in the world, have a law 
which permits them only one woman: that 
one they cannot repudiate; nor take another, 
unleſs she prove ſterile during the firſt nine 
years of marriage. The laws that govern 
this unfortunate remnant af the ancient Per- 
ſians, and which chey received from Zoroaſter, 


dem. Tome III. AR 
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| would 


would ſtrongiy favour of wiſdom, if they dio 
not tolerate inoeſtuous marriages f ſons with 
rheſr mothers, brothers with anne 
wird their nee Nütmnjꝗο.. in u fn 
ati U gad dad un i 6.39.4 1560-26-07 
Not © aber Mn 
found ini: Perſia, (preſent us, in pepper 
common | and ſingular ceremonies. Theſe 
ſectaries of Sabeiſm, are ealled Chriſtiun of 
Sk. n John 
the Baptiſt fot their firſt Apoſtle. Their 
Clergy is compoſed of Priefts ' and Bishops, 
whoſe — hereditarys » Al the Ee: 
eleſiaſtics are likewiſe married, in order to per- 
petuate their miniſtry; but if they eſpouſe 
young woman that does not happen to be 
. n children mn en 
20 See here un e a whichaboſs pense 
obſerve in the celebration of marriage. The 
bridegroom's relations, accompanied by a Prieſt, 
pay a viſit to the intended bride, and ask her 
whether she is a virgin, or not; and she is 
obliged to give anne OP 
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rity of the candidate's oath, and gives her re · 
port in evidence. All proving favourable, they 
lead the young woman, with her intended husband, 
to the border of a river, and there baptiſe them 
both. After ſome other ceremonies, the prieſt 
makes them ſit down; and, placing the head 
of one againſt the head of the other, he recites 
ſeveral long prayers. He next ſeeks, in a 
book of divination, the fortunate moment for 
conſummating the marriage; imparts to the 
ſpouſes the reſult of his enquiry ; and then diſs 
miſſes them, to reap the advantages of his pre · 
diction. - In Europe, all would now be finished; 
but, among the Sabians, the new-married cou- 
ple repair to the Bishop, before whom the 
husband makes oath. that he has found his wife 
a virgin. The Prelate baptiſes them again, 
and puts the ſeal to their marriage, by adding 
rings to their fingers. If the man does not 
vouch for the virginity of his ſpouſe before 

the Bishop, he never ratifies his marriage. 


The 


»The Sabians are not the only people whogifor 
giving validity to marriage, put the female's inte- 
grity to the proof: we shall hereafter ſee the pre- 
: cautions 
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Thoſs\- Perfans wbo -follow:-the Maho- 
ie much leſs occaſion for cere- 
monies than the Chriſtians of St. John: they 
regard celibacy as a ſtate contrary to Nature, 
and oppoſite to the deſigns of the Creator. 
According to this manner of thinking, when a 
Perſian has attained the age of puberty, or 
shews any inclination for the female ſex, they 
either marry or give him a concubine. The 
Perſians contract three ſorts of unions with 
women. They take the one on articles, at a ; 
ſettled price; and the contract is made in pre- 
ſence of the judge, who renders this act ob- 
| ligatory on both parties. They buy others, 
to keep as concubines; and ſome they eſpouſe. 
This uncommon number of women is calcus 
lated to ruin the Perſian of a ſlender fortune; 
but they do not poſſeſs the dangerous art of 
ſetting an exorbitant price on the perſon of a 
fine woman. At Iſpahan, the capital of the 
Empire, a beautiful female engages herſelf at 
the rate of twenty or twenty five pounds a 


cautions which certain people take to be aſſured of 
this ſtate, and how little dependance | can be placed on 
the uncertain ſigns which : are given as 2 proof of 


Vol., I. D d year; 
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year; and-ohe; is ds at - liberty to quit her 
temporary husband before the full expiration 
of the term. A great number of common 
proſtitutes ate found chere: they counted; in 
1666, nearly fourteen thouſand in the capital 
alone, whoſe. names were fegiſtered by thoſe 
appointed to receive the tribute which they 


pay; without reckoning, ſays a Traveller, an 


equal or perhaps a ſtill greater number, that is 
not regiſtered, and the tribute of which is ga- 
en in fore, for ne uſe. | 

A common a among thefs women of 
pleaſure (and which is very ſage ) is, to take 
the name that is the tariff of their favours. 
One is called the Six Tomans, Ca ſoman being 
ſomewhat leſs than fifty shillings of our money) 
another five, two, &c. How many men; in 
Europe, would be compelled to blush, if the 
courteſans- of whom they receive favours, were 
accuſtomed to make known the price at which 
thoſe favours are 3 


The marriage of the Pony differs from | 
that of other nations by a particular circum- 
ſtance: the conſummation of the marriage ꝓre 
cedes the ceremony! There the conjugal 

| union 
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| e 50-166 firſt degree of re- 
tationghip but it is permitted to eſpouſe a 
couſin - german, and alfo two fiſters, provided 
that it occur at the fame time, It is probable, 
that the kings are not ſubjected to this law: 
Chaon-Naraie was eſpouſed to his ſiſter, by 
hom he had an only daughter; and chat daugbter 
he n 3 in en | 


Is the Philippine Ilan, it is an 
paying, that a man becomes the entire maſter 
of his wife. She brings no marriage · portion; 
on the contrary, her relations demand a ſum of 
money before they deliver her to the man. 
band is obliged to pay for his entrance into the 
houſe of his bride; and this right is called 
paſſava: next, for the liberty of ſpeaking to 
his wife; then, to eat! and drink with her; 
and, in fine, a ſum proportioned to the con- 
dition of the parents, ſor obtaining a on 

to the um eſſential ceremony. e 


The beauty thas fpathles in — 
| Gnas "066 Cireaſia, ſeems to announce, 
that Love has eſtablished the ſeat of his Empire 
in thoſe countries. Indeed, all Travellers 
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coincide in ſaying; that the race of people who. 


inhabit theſe countries is very beautiful; that 
the men there are uncommonly large and well 
made; and that the women are charming, and 
of the moſt admirable shape. The race of 
the Georgians is, according to Chardin, not 
only the moſt beautiful of the Eaſt, but of 
the whole univerſe. | The women of this 
country have a tender countenance, that ſeems 
to careſs all thoſe who look on them. Nature 
has shed on the greateſt part of theſe fair - ones, 
graces ſo attractive, allurements ſo ſeducing, 
that I hold it for impoſſible, ſays our Tra- 
veller, to look on without loving them. A 

Painter, with the moſt vivid imagination, could 
not repreſent a more charming viſage, or a shape 


more free, eaſy, and perfect, than that of the 


Georgian females. wal 
It is to be lamented, without doubt, that there 
is found, among a people ſo much favoured by 
Nature, nothing elſe than a ſeries of horrors, 
that form a frightful contraſt with-their beauty. 
The Mingrelians are gracious, affable, lovers of 
- ceremonies, and very complimentary; but, in 
other reſpects, the moſt wicked women on the 
face of the earth: they are arrogant, perfidious, 
deceitful, 
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deceitful;/ cruel, and lewd. There is no wick - 
 edneſs which they do not employ, no means 
which they leave untried, for obtaining lovers, 
for keeping them, and for hurling them to de- 
ſtruction,” when they have reaſon to complain 
of their treatment. The men poſſeſs no better 
qualities than the women, and make pilfering 
their ſtudy, © Impoſture, murder, adultery, 
inceſt, bigamy, and every crime that is 
moſt shameful, are common in Mingrelia, and 
take there the ſemblance of virtues. Among 
theſe: people, the conjugal union is no other 
than a mercantile contract, by which the pa- 
rents of the intended bride engage to deliver 
her, after the execution- of the ſtipulated con- 
ditions. . With regard to the marriage cere- 
mony, the young couple appear before a prieſt, 
with one relation or friend, who ſerves as fa- 
ther on that occaſion. While the prieſt re- 
cites ſome prayers, the father ſpreads a ſort of 
veil on the heads of the bride and bridegroom, 
and afterward ſews their habiliments together: 
he then places crowns of flowers on their 
heads, changing theſe crowns alternately, and | | 
making them paſs three or four times from the LY 
head of the bridegroom on that of the bride, a 
according as the prieſt recites certain oraiſons. . . 
| D d 3 He 1 
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Hoi nent tales Wund ash be bb 
in ſeven pieces, thruſting a piece into the 
mouth of each perſon; repeating it till the 
ſeventh only is left, which he eats himſelf. 

He likewiſe lets them drink three times out of 
one cup, finishing himſelf all that is then re» 
maining. After this, nothing more is required, 
for rendering the union perfect, than that ce- 
remony which demands no witneſſes, and which 
lo; never omitted. od | 


We may 50 a in 1 5 conngry; as * 
— others, marriage is a buſineſs of calcula» 
tion: there, it is intereſt always that occaſions 
marriages; for theſe people, being / naturally 
poor, have no other view in the conjugal union, 
than that of procuring a ſort of eaſe, by ſelling 
the children which are 2 4 in . or 


that union “. 

Mack is very particularly encouraged 
in thoſe countries which are under the domi- 
nion of the Emperor of Morocco. Young - 
perſons, not even excepting the Emperor's 
ſons, go continually with their head uncovered, 


C Melanges nanu. c. Tom. VI. 
till 


| tan they: ure marred, and i un- 
cover themſelves. Old women conduct the 
treaties of — age exempting 
them from all ſuſpicion, they are permitted to 
converſe freely with the men, who never ſee 
their wives before conſummation. This in- 
convenience, of eſpouſing a woman without 
ſeeing her, is compenſated. by the liberty which 


they have to repudiate her, if they deem it 1 1 
proper. When a man begins ta feel any indif- 1 
ference for his wife, he takes a new one; and, ä 14 
afterwards, as many others as his circumſtances 15 11 
will permit: but the firſt generally remains | * 
miſtreſs of the houſe, and it is che who re- < 
gulates all ou rege the 2 — 


| — chat bins the longeſt nation. | 
are thoſe with which the Emperor interferes _ +» WM 
He unites the parties in an indiſſdluble band, | 

that can alone -be broken by himſelf, or by 

death. - Neither divorce nor repudiation is 
permitted in theſe unions; which, nevertheleſs, - 
are made in the moſt expeditious manner. e | 
Once in the year, or even ofteger, the Emperor W | 
_ aſſembles all the young perſons, whether Ne- 1 
groes or Mulattos, that are attached to his 4 
houshold ſervice, . From theſe he makes choice 
Dd4- of 
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of four or five hundred; who ſeem,” in his 
opinion, to be the moſt vigorous; and, at the 
- ſame time, orders the attendance of an equal 
number of young women, from ten to fif- 
teen years of age. The one and the other 
are ranged in two files, between which the 
Emperor walks to and fro, ſaying ſucceſſively 
to the young men: Take this girl; I give 
5 her to you for a wife.“ For the remainder, 
this order muſt beget neither difficulty nor ſeru- 
ples; and they are en to conform n 
nN on of death. 


The Arabs, which are Gm 1 
or Bedouins, have the ſingular cuſtom of ex- 
poſing in public, the day after a marriage, the 
shift and shirt of the ſpouſes, for marking the 
bride's virginity, of which the bridegroom has 
been aſſured by the father on each ſide, and all 
his relations. On the nuptial-day, they regard 
as a piece of magnificence the number of ha- 
bits which 'the bride and bridegroom ſucceſ- 
ſively put on; ſo that this day is employed in 
changing habits, till the ſpouſes have Roms 

in all the en which they poſſeſs. 


The cuſlomms in 0 among the Indians, 
| vis 
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vary in every diſtri, and even in every city; 
but it is a pretty general cuſtom to let the 
children of each ſex run naked till they reach 
four or five years of age. They are then 
affianced; and marry when they have reached 
nine or ten years, being permitted to follow - 
the inſtinct of Nature. We often ſee there 
young mothers, at the age of ten or twelve 
eee | 18 


In peaking of Puberty, I 1 shall fy what 
influence the climate muſt have on fecundity, 
and why people who inhabit regions the moſt 
expoſed to heat, are neceſſitated to marry their 
children at an age that would be too premature 
in other 2 


In every * where the heat is con- 
ſiderable, and where, conſequently, the impul- 
ſion that carries one ſex towards the other, is 
felt wich moſt force, men have a very great 
idea of enjoyment; voluptuouſneſs reigning 
over all which environs them, not excepting 
their Divinities, to whom * plea- 
ſures of marriage. 


C Melanges interessans, &c, Tom. vn. 
| D Thoſe 
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- Thoſe people who inhabit the kingdoms 

of Juda and Ardra, in Africa, adore Serpents 
that have not any venom. About a mile and 
half from Sabi, the capital of Juda, the Great 
Serpent has a magnificent Temple. They 
make him a partaker of the ſweets of marriage, 
his Prieſts ſeeking for him the youngeſt and 
Moſt beautiful girls in the country: they go, on 
his part, and demand the young women in mar- 
riage of their parents, who conſider themſelves 
- as very greatly honoured in conſequence of the 
alliance. They make the ;betrothed female 
deſcend into a ceilar, where continuing two or 
three hours, she is led out, and proclaimed 
the ſacred Spouſe of the Great Serpent. M. 
de Saintfoix ſays, that the children born of theſe 
marriages, alone reſemble their mothers, and 
have all the human figure. There can be no 
doubt, that thoſe who conclude theſe marriages 
have an intereſt in ſelecting the handſomeſt 


Th)hbe Prieſts of the Idol adored at Ternate, 
ſeek a ſpouſe for their God every year, and 


+ Eſais hiftorigues. Tom. . 


perform 
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perform the ſame ceremonies as thoſs of Ge. 
ow coop yea | 

| Theſes protented ailinnces of young women 
with ſerpents, give us no very great idea of the 
judgment of the people who believe in them; 
and, nevertheleſs, they are ſo perſuaded of its 
poſſibility among the Idolators of whom I ſpeak, _ 
that even Europeans have believed, or have 
affected to believe, that nothing is more com- 
mon, in certain countries, than the fury of 
ſerpents for young women. We read, in a 
hiſtory of Paraguay, that enormous ſerpents 
are ſeen in that country, who occupy: them» 
ſelves in ſearching for damſels, whom they vio- 
late; and that the Miſſionaries poſſeſs zeal 
enough to run the riſque of evident danger, in 
order to ſave the virginity of the female In- 
_ who are thus attacked 0 che W 


e Chriſtianity had diſlipated, among 
the ancient inhabitants of France, the darkneſs 


nm the people of that country had an 


- ' Eſais Hiſtoriques & Philoſuphiques for. les 
principaur ridicules des differentes Nations. 
7 Hi Hoire du Paraguai, Sc. in 6 vols. 


amorous 
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amorous ſacrifice, which was avowed by the 
. | Gauls. The Mount St. Michael was called 
Mount Belen, becauſe it was conſecrated to 
'Belenus, one of the four Gods which the Gauls 
| adored. On this Mount was a College of 
nine Druideſses; the eldeſt of whom delivered 
the oracles. To mariners they alſo ſold ar- 


+ + rows, that had the pretended virtue of calming 


ſtorms, if shot into the ſea by a young man 
twenty years of age, who had never been fa- 
miliarly connected with a female. When the 
ship arrived in a good port, this young man 
was deputed to carry preſents, more or leſs 
conſiderable, to theſe Prieſteſses; one of whom 
went to bathe with him in the ſea, and after- 
wards received the firſt-fruits of his adoleſcence, 
admitting him to pleaſures of which, till then, 
he had been ignorant. Next day, returning, 
he attached to his skoulders a proportionable 
number of shells to the number of times which 
he had been initiated during the night. 


The Giaguers believe that there are good 
and evil Gods; that the one rejoice at the 
pleaſures of men, while the other take delight 
in ſeeing them hate, perſecute, maim, and mur- 
der each other. The Giaguers are generally 


governed 


a3 HY = - 


governed by a Queen. When she is obliged 
to make war, and nearly ready to commence 
the conteſt, she compels her ſoldiers to ſwear, 
for the purpoſe of getting the evil Gods on 
her ſide, that they will shew no compaſſion; 
that they will ſpare neither age nor ſex; and 
that they will ſpill as much blood as may be 
poſſible. Scarcely is the ceremony of this 
oath completed, before tender and voluptuous 
muſic is heard: this announces the ſpectacle 
which Is to be preſented, for rejoicing the bene- 
ficent Gods, in order to render them favour- 
able alſo. A hundred yeung girls, ſelected from 
among the moſt beautiful in the kingdom, and 
a hundred young warriors, advance ſinging and 
dancing: the impatience of their deſires is 
painted in their eyes; the Queen claps her 
hands; that is the ſignal for reſigning themſelves 
to their tranſports within view of the whole 
army. | 


Among the Si. fans, when the chief of a 
diſtrict is in the laſt agony; they ſtrew flowers 
and odoriferous herbs over all the length of his 
cottage: twelve youths and twelve young wo- 
men, who have been purpoſely ſelected, enter 
the room; and each of theſe twelve couple, 

on 


on a certain ſignal, arduouſly labour at the 
production of an infant, in order that the ſoul 
of the dying man, in quitting his body, may 
eee find another, Wo: not n 2 


3 wha: believe A . 
of the dead are wanderers, pay ſingular atten- 
tion towards providing them a new habitation, 
The ſavage Chirigans inter their children along 
the great roads, that their ſouls may enter with 
more facility into the bodies ol pregnant wo 
nnen A 


Among the lavage Nations that inhabit 
Quowiiana, we diſtinguish the Allibamons, the 
Taskikis, the Outachepas, the Tonikas, the 
Talapoukes, and ſome others, by the zeal which 
they shew in facilitating the temporary mar- 
riages of Europeans that. arrive in their coun» 
try. The politeneſs of theſe Savages conſiſts 
in the offer of young women to all the Whites 
that paſs by their villages; and as ſoon as an 
European appears, the Chiefs parade the ſtreets, 


13 Eſais Hiftoriques ſur Paria. Tem. v. 
t Journ. Encyclop. June 1763. 


and 


nd harangue” the Nation chus . © Young : 
mem, and warriors, do not «& foolishly; 


© love the Maſter of life: purſue the chace, to 
© obtain ſubſiſtence for the Eoglish, who bring 

© us neeeſſaries. And ye, young women, 

| © shew yourſelves not cruel, nor unthankful 
+ ,© with your body, towards the White Warriors, 
'© that we may have their blood: it is by this 
+ alliance that we shall obtain the wiſdom which 


© they poſſeſs, and become formidable to our 


© enemies.” We muſt not imagine, that it is 
proſtitutes which - theſe people ſo. generouſly 


offer to Europeans: on the contrary, they may - 
chuſe among all the damſels; who, for the moſt 


part, are extremely beautifal, and generally 
very affable. With regard to the married 
women, they fay that, by marriage, their liberty 
was fold, and therefore they cannot- have any 


other men than their busbands; and cheſe, 


moreover, are very jealous. 


Among theſe Savages, the conjugal union 
is regulated by ſimple Nature; and has no other 
form than the mutual conſent of the two par- 
ties. As they have no civil contract, when 
diſcontents ariſe among them, they ſeparate 
without ceremony, ſaying that marriage is 

nothing 
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nothing more than a band of hearts; and that 
they alone place themſelves wgather, f for mutual 
love and mutual were 


663 | 


good hunter; and ſome among them frequently 
eſpouſe two ſiſters; giving, as a reaſon, that 
they will agree better with each other than 
ſtrangers The women ſavages are, in general, 
very laborious: they warn them, from the 


earlieſt childhood, that, if they prove indolent 


or unskilful, they shall have no other than a 
pitiful husband. Avarice, ambition, and many 
other paſſions, ſo well known among Europeans, 
do not ſtifle, in fathers, the ſentiment of Na- 
ture, nor impel them to uſe violence with 


their children; and, ſtill leſs, to contradict their 


inclinations. Through an admirable agree- 
ment, aſſuredly worthy of imitation, they marry 
thoſe only who love each other“. | 


A Savage that shews the want of | bravery 
in an action, where the honour and defence 
of his country is n incurs no pu- 


See W Voyages aux Inaes Oel . 
dentales, &e. par M. Bossu. 
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nishment; but he is regarded as opprobrious 
to the human ſpecies, He is even deſpiſed by 
the women; nor will the uglieſt damſels ac- 
cept him for a husband. If it happens, that 
a girl, notwithſtanding, shews an inclination to 
eſpouſe one of theſe poltroons, the intention 
would be oppoſed by her parents, from a fear 
of having in their families men without heart, 
and conſequently uſeleſs to their country. 
Theſe men are compelled to let their hair grow, 
and to wear, like the women, an alkoman, 
which is a kind of ſmall ſtays, uſed by the 
females to conceal their nakedneſs. M. Boſſu, 
during a former war, ſaw one of theſe men, 
who, ashamed of his ignominious diſtinction, 
fat off alone to contend with the 7chirakas, the 
enemies of his nation and the French at that 
period. He approached them, crawling on 
his belly as a ſerpent; and for three or four 
days concealed himſelf in long graſs, without 
eating or drinking while he continued there. 
As the English then conveyed articles of com - 
merce to the Tchicakas, this Illinois Savage 
watched his opportunity, killed the driver of 
one of the vehicles, and cut off his head; after 
which, he took the unfortunate man's horſe, 
mounted it, and ſaved himſelf by flight. To 

Vol. I, E e accompliah 
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accomplish this noble undertaking, he- conſumed 
three whole months. On his return, the 
Nation ſuffered: him to change. his dreſs; and 
they alſo gave him: a vile, for the * 
begetting warriors *, 


T 5 among theſe people, it is dishonour- 


able to remain in a ſtate of celibacy; and thoſe 


who do not shew themſelves induſtrious, are 
zhunned by perſons of an oppoſite deſcription, 
Nothing ſavours more of wiſdom than the three 
obſervations, according to which the Savages 
judge whether a man is either weak or foolish: 


If he neglects to follow the chace — If he 


refuſes to take up arms on a declaration of 
war — And if he does not marry, ater baving 
attained the e age f. 


We have juſt ſeen the precautions taken 
by the Sabians, or Chriſtians of St. John, in 
order to aſſure themſelves of the integrity of 
thoſe women whom they eſpouſe. Should we 
believe, that chere are people in exiſtence, with 
whom this ſtate is an obſtacle to marriage 


* [Jem. Part I. 
n Recherches Philoſophiques ſur les Antriceins, 
&e. by M. de Paas. Part II. Sect. I. 


The 


* 
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The ſummit of  barbarity is, without 
doubt, - viſible among the Canarins of Goa, 
where the young women deſtined to marriage, 
are conducted to the ſtatue of their God; and 
there, from a religious motive, the neareſt re. 
lations of the bride unite their efforts in joining 
her to that deity, till they have evident marks 
that this brazen Idol has accepted the damſel's 


virginity: 


In the kingdom of A and the Ph 
lippine Iſies, a man would conſider himſelf as 
dishonoured, if he eſpouſed a girl that had 


not been deflowered by another; and it is only 


by paying a ſum of money that they ean engage 
any perſon to diſcharge this office for the bride- 


groom. In the province of Thiber, the mothers 


ſearch for ſtrangers, and earneſtly beſeech them 
to qualify their daughters for a ſtate of mar. 
riage. | i 

At Madagaſcar, ànd in fome other coun- 
tries, the looſeſt and moſt debauched women 
are married i in preference to others *: | 


# Sce PH Noire Naturelle, by M, de Buffon, 
Tome IV. 


Ees The 


* 
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The King of Calicut delivers his bride to 
| his grand almoner, before he admits her to the 
nuptial bed: that officer muſt extricate him from 


a difficulty which, in general, moſt. men 2 7 4 
and hope to nn | 


After theſe ſtrange and whimſical cuſtoms, 
we shall be the leſs ſurpriſed at the oritzinal 
manner in which the Hottentots celebrate their 
marriages. The principal ceremony obſervable 
in this circumſtance is, that the Prieſt showers 
his urine moſt plentifully on the new-married 
couple: they creep before him, and receive this 
aſperſion with extreme joy and ſatisfaction. 
For the remainder, it has place in all their ce- 
-remonies; and when they intend to shew their 
politeneſs 'to any. perſon, they piſs on him: 
according to the abundance: of the aſperſion, 
the individual eſteems himſelf more or leſs diſ- 
tinguighed. This ridiculous cuſtom was for- 
merly accompanied, in the marriages of widows, 
with another that, if uſed in Europe, would 
Impede half the unions which are/now formed. 
Every time that a Hottentot widow re-married, 
she was obliged to cut off one of her fingers f. 


* Eſais hiſtorigues ſur Paris. Tom. V. 
4 Sce Lais hiſloriques & philoſophiques ſur 
les 


c 
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8 authors pretend, even, that this odd 
and cruel operation took place on the death of 
the husband; and that a Hottentot likewiſe de. 
-prived himſelf of a finger when his wife ceaſed 
to exiſt. However it may be, this is certain, 
that we find, among theſe people, a great num- 
ber of individuals thus mutilated*, who have 
no more than five or ſix fingers remaining on 
both their hands. The Dutch, however, have 
at length ſucceeded in diſſuading the Hottentots 
from inflicting on themſelves ſo cruel an evil, 
which was deſtitute of any reſulting good, 
either to the living or the dead; and theſe 
Africans therefore renounced the amputation of 
their fingers, as alſo that of one teſticle, another 
barbarous cuſtom, of which I Shall "_ in the 
G on Reef. | 


ng the” Chineſe, f ſecond marriages are 
regarded, principally by the higher ranks, as 

baſe on the part of the women: but the com- 
mon - ads view a ſecond contract entirely 


: Fe. principaux eden &c. en MPeriguer fur 
Paris, Tom. v. 


iyage de Siam. Tome II. A on a 
t Recherches ſur les 2 Part VI. 


E. e 3 otherwiſe. 
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otherwiſe, Moreover, the conjugal union, in 

China, is held in the greateſt eſtimation, while 
the Chineſe confider it as an affair of the moſt 
importance in life. A father would ſee his 
hanour expoſed to ſome ſtigma, if he did not 
occupy himſelf with the care of marrying his 
children. A fon, alſo, continues deficient in 

his firſt duties, if he does not leave an offspring 
for the propagation of his family. | 


The marriages are negociated by old wo» 
men ; and the young perſons thus affianced, 
never ſee each other. When the day fixed 
for the nuptials is arrived, they shut up the 
intended bride in a chaiſe magnificently deco- 
rated, followed by thoſe who carry her portion 
and her paraphernalia, - A great number of 
domeſtics accompany her with flambeaus in their 
hands, even at noon day. Various players on 
inſtruments, ſuch as fifes, hautboys, and tam- 
bours, open the proceſſion, and it is terminated 


* With ſo much paſſion do the Chineſe defire to 
leave a poſterity, that, if Nature denies them children, 

they pretend that their ſpouſe is. pregnant, make 
_ a private demand to the foundling hoſpital of an infant, 
and bring it up as their own child. 


by 
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by the lady's parents and friends. A cor fiden- 
tial domeſtic is the depoſitary of: the key which 
ſecures the chaiſe-door; and this key he delivers 
to no perſon except the bridegroom, who waits 


for his deſtined ſpouſe at the door of her houſe. 


No ſooner is she arrived, than he receives the 


key of the chaiſe ; he opens it with eagerneſs; 


and it is then he judges of his fortunate or un- 
fortunate lot. Sometimes it happens, that a 
husband, little ſatisfied with his ſpouſe, inſtantly 
Shuts the chaiſe, and ſends her back to her pa- 
rents or relations, rather chuſing to loſe what 
he has given for his baue, than to keep 
his n. 


We cannot give a more complete idea of 
the paſſion of the Chineſe for facilitating mar- 
riages, without even conſulting intereſted per- 
ſons, than by ſay ing that, ſometimes, two fa- 
thers having both their wives pregnant, make 
contracts of marriage for the unborn children, 
provided the difference of ſexes should ſe- 
cond their intentions. In the province of 
Chen. ſi, they marry two dead perſons, if they 
purpoſed uniting when alive. As it is the 
cuſtom to preſerve the coffins two or three 
ears, mutual preſents are ſent in the beginning, 


E e 4 accompanied 
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accompanied with all ſorts of inſtruments,: and 

the ſame formalities as if che ſpouſes were ab+ 

ſolutely in exiſtence. - Afterwards, they place 

the two coffins cloſe to each other, hold a nup- 
+ tial-feaſt, and conclude by interring the two 
ſpouſes in one grave. When this, ceremony 
is ended, the parents on each fide conduct them · 
ſelves as if their children were 1 ane 
in the con) jugal union” * 


"The people of whom we have - eee 
ſpoken, offer altogether nothing than the grie vous 
ſpectacle of women always crushed under that 
weight of deſpotiſm, which the men in ſome 
nations exerciſe over their companions. No- 
things, perhaps, is more afflicting for the heart 
af a ſenſible man, than to obſerve that force 
and brutality fetters the ſweet union of beauty ! 
There exiſts nevertheleſs, in certain countries, 
fantaſtical cuſtoms which demonſtrate, that men 
to whom Nature has confided ſtrength, abuſe 
it moſt ſtrangely, by rendering there the fate of 
women, I will not ſay unforvwnuts but inup⸗ 
ae 


pay * 14 as anbei &c. Tome v. 


In 


In general, (for there are only a few ex- 
eeptions) the Savages oppreſs their females, 
Thoſe which M. de Bougainville ſaw; in the 
courſe of his voyage round the World, and 
whom he named Pecherais, (becauſe in ap- 
proaching his ship they cried all together pe- 
 cherais) ſerve as a ſtriking example, among 
thouſands. It is true, that the women there 
do not poſſeſs thoſe charms which are attached 
to the female ſex in other parts of the world: 


but can this he perceived by their husbands? 


They are ſmall, ugly, lean, and have an offen- 
ſive and inſupportable ſmell. Theſe are the 
women that, in this nation, row in the canoes, 


and take care to ſet them afloat when on the 


point of ſwimming, in ſpite of the cold, by 
dipping out the water that may penetrate in 
thoſe goemons that ſerve as a port for the ca- 
noes, at a/ ſufficient: diſtance from the ſtrandꝰ. 
* 8 _ —_ wood) and 2 the 


* — autour As aid &c. en 1 
by M. de Bougainville. Part I. Chap IX. By 


turning to the works of Travellers and Hiſtorians, 


we can sketch, with ſufficient truth, the character of 


each nation, ſolely as to the conduct which the men 


obſerve towards the females. Ne 
fish, 
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fish, without receiving any aſſiſtance whatever 
from the men. Women who have children at 
the breaſt, are not exempted from this drudgery. 
In fine, theſe uncouth men have diſcovered the 
art of compelling the women 'to ſerve them in 
things the moſt toilſome, while they paſs their 


time in a ſtate of tranquillity, that is better 
1 to the weaker: ler. | | 


- The unciviliſed man, 3 M. Thomas, at 
deen ferocious and indolent. ., almoſt ignorant 
of every thing except phyſical love, and poſ- 
ſeſſing none of thoſe moral ideas which alone 
can ſoften the empire of ſtrength... ' governs 
in a deſpotic manner that ſex which weakneſs 
has ſubjected to his controul. Women are, 
among the Indians, what the Ilotians were 
among the Spartans a vanquished people, who 
were obliged to labour for the vanquishers. 
Thus have we- ſeen, on the borders of the 
Oronoque, mothers killing their children from 
motives of compaſſion, and even ſmothering 
them at their birth, They regard 1 barba- 

rous pity as an obligation 


3 Eſſai ſur le. Abs bes, tes mayrs E Peſpris 


<a” der 5 Cc. page 2 & 3. 


At 
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At Tobolski, and in the greateſt part of 
Ruſſia, according to M. Abbé Chappe, the 
women are tyrannically uſed by the men, who 
treat theſe unfortunate creatures as ſlaves, and 
require of them the vileſt ſervices. The ce- 
remonies of marriage, which, in all elimates, 
should announce the ſweeteſt union, offer in 
Ruſſia the revolting ſpectacle of a rigid and 
imperious maſter in the perſon of a husband. 
From the affiancing, he obliges the young wo- 
man whom he has choſen to preſent him a 
handful of rods with great ceremony, and to pull 
off his boots, as a proof of his ſuperiority, and 
the ſervitude. of his ſpouſe. Abuſing more 
than elſewhere, ſays M. le Abbe Chappe, the 
right accorded by ſtrength, they have eſtablished 
laws the moſt unjuſt; laws which the beauty 
and ſweetneſs of the ſex have, hitherto, been 
n either to abolish or ſoftenꝰ. 


Mes are nnn among whom 
the women are not victims to the ſeverity of 
laws which men have promulgated for arrogat- 


ing all the authority, let that ſubje& arreſt our 
attention for a moment. 


Voyage en Siberie jait par ordre du Roi en 
2761, Cc. Part I. Page 162. Io 


In the Iſland of Formoſa, a man does not 
reſide with his wife; he pays her a viſit by 
night, riſes very early in the morning, and re- 
turns no more to her during the whole day; 
at leaſt, if she does not ſend for him, or call 

after him, if he ue * dau her 
mrs TAE | 


58 A * A between the tempe- 
raments of the man and the woman, has eſta- 
blished, in the Iſland of Ceylon, a cuſtom that 
gives to the latter an empite over the former. 
The activity of love, among the women, does 
not allow of conſtancy to a ſingle man: they 
have, nearly all, two husbands; while it rarely 
occurs, that a man has more than one wife. 
dhe may even be common to a whole family; 
for, after the ceremony of marriage, which is 
very short among the Chingulats, the firſt nup · 
tial- night is for the husband, the ſecond for his 
brother, and ſo on in ſucceſſion to the ſixth 
degree incluſively: nor is this proſtitution al -· 
ways ſufficient to extinguish the erotic ardour 
which inflames theſe women ; while, in general, 
they may, as alſo the unmarried girls, have com- 


* E/fais hiſtorigues ſur Paris, Tome v. 
{24 : merge 
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werce with whom they. chuſe, provided they 
avoid tboſe who are . to ab n aer = 
n of rank *, | | 


8 eee che ad of Laſts, 
the women are equally miſtreſſes to fix the 
number of husbands whom they would eſpouſe. 
The firſt-born child belongs to the eldeſt man: 
thoſe which are begotten afterwards, recogniſe. 
the others for 5 according to the _ 
of their age F- 


The women of 1 or nobles of Ca. 
licut, have likewiſe the privilege of which I 
here ſpeak. Father Tachard aſſures us, that 
ſome of theſe women were married, at one 
time, to no leſs than -ten husbands, whom they 
regarded as fo many ſlaves, who were ure 
to a ſtate of ſubmiſſion by their nn 


A mark of the empire of women in 1 
kingdom of Congo, is, that they give rr 


{> ge PF Hiſtoire de PIN de Ceylan, by M. le 
. Erand. 


+ Melanges intereſſans, &c. Tome VL” 
|} Se es Lettres edifrantes, CC, 
g | to 
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to their husbands. In one of the provinces 
of this extenſive country, called Malimba, a 
very ſingular uſage proves the eſteem which 
they entertain there for a ſex, which, in ſcarcely 
any other place, has not liberty to diſpoſe of 
their hand. When the King of Malimba dies, 
leaving only one daughter, she is abſolute miſtreſs 
of the kingdom; provided, nevertheleſs, that 
she has attained to marriageable years. She 
commences by ſetting out on a tour through 
her dominions; and in every town and vil- 
lage which she paſſes, all the men are obliged, 
on her arrival, to range themſelvesin the ſtreets, 
for the purpoſe of receiving their princeſs; from 
among whom she makes choice of one, that 
happens to pleaſe her moſt, and he paſſes the 
enſuing night in her arms. On returning 
from her journey, sbe calls that man to court 
who has given her the greateſt 3 

157 makes him her n 


1 could have . Maas this Chapter con- 
ſiderably, by a detail of ceremonies which nu- 
merous Nations obſerve in eontracting their 


/ 


* See Hiſtoire Naturelle de M. de Buffon, 
Tome VI. 


_ marriages 3 
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' marriages; and I should continually have had 
the unpleaſantneſs of expoſing. cuſtoms to the 
reader which are often barbarous, and nearly 
always ridiculous. It is in few countries that 
we find the ſage laws which Nature has dictated 

to men; or, what is much better for ſociety, 
the laws of Nature enlightened by Religian. 
It is mournful for humanity, that, in caſting an 
eye on the ſurface of the earth, we rencounter I 
nothing elſe than obſtacles to that felicity, which | 
marriage may procure. ' Let us terminate this ; 
Chapter, by the picture of a people but lately | 
known, among whom we NO beauty and | | 


It is to M. r 
diſcovery of the Iſland Otaleite, and the hiſtory 
of its amiable inhabitants. Born under the 
moſt beautiful heaven, nourished with the fruits 
of- an earth that is fecund without culture, go- 
verned rather by the fathers of families than 
by kings, the Otaheitans have no knowledge of 
any other God than Love. All days are con- 
ſecrated to him; every part of the iſland is his 

\ temple; all the women there are idols; and all 
the men worshippers. And what women, 
too! Rivals of the Georgians for- beauty, 

and 


* 
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| and iſters of the Graces without a vel. Nel. 
ther shame nor modeſty here exerciſe their 
tyranny; the lighteſt gauze floats always at the 
act of creating the human likeneſs, is an act of 
religion; the preludes to which are encouraged 
by the devotions and the ſongs of all the people 
aſſembled, and the concluſion is celebrated by 
univerſal acclamations. Every ſtranger is ad. 


- myſteries; it is even a duty of hoſpitality to 


invite him to share in them; and the good 
Otaheitan inceſſantly enjoys the "ſentiment of 
his own pleaſures, or the ſpectacle of thoſe in | 
which others partake*. Theſe fortunate men 
keep cloſe to Nature in every reſpect; they 
faithfully receive from her hands their aliments 
and their beverage ; and they are recompenſed 
for their frugality and their temperance! That 
blood which circulates in their veins is the 
primitive blood; the juices which ſeparate there. 
from, and thoſe particularly that are deſtined to 
pleaſures and to re- production, open beauty to 
the view. We find it among all the individuals 


0 gee le Journ. Encyclop. Dec. 1769. 


a that 
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cht pechte this and; and it is wich a Juſt 
tide chat ths Naeh have" tained. it the New 
Ofrherea.. 00 Ee 
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ſtruck⸗ at the ſedueing ſpektacle which appeared 
before them when they firſt approached the 


INand' of Otabeite! The greatelt part of 


the women were naked, fays' M. de Bou 

Bainville: they threw out allurements to us as 
* they approached in their canoes, where, in ſpite 
aof their natural ſimplicity, we difcovered ſome 
Fee whether it Is that Nature has 


every where embellished the fair-fex with an 


* ingenuvus timidity, | or whether it is that, 
= even in a country where the freedom of the 
* golden age continues to prevail, the women 
6 will ee, to favour that” 1 
© moſt deſire. [The men, more ſimple, ot 
more free, quickly expreſſed | themſelves in 
a clearer manner. 


e and to follow them on 

© shorez while their geſtures unequivocally 

* pointed out the way in which we were to 
improve the offered a BE I a 

con M. de Bougainville, ? how, in he 

Emile of a ſimilar ſpectacle, it would be poſ- 

* Vol. J. * 8 ſible 


They preſſed us to 58 
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© ſible to keep four hundred men to. their duty, 
©, who. were all, young magigers, and who, fas 
© the fix previous months, had not ſegn a fe 
male? In ſpite of all the precautions which 
< we could take, à young, woman, ſtepped on 
< board, and placed herſelf on one? of. the 
© hatches, above the windlaſs. m— =: This 
o young girl negligently let; Fall, the cover- 
ing which encircled her waiſt, and appeared 
to the eyes, of all, as Venus, sbewed benſalf 
to the sbepherd Phrygian, | She had a celeſtial 
© form!. The ſeamen. and foldiers preſſed for 
ward, erouding on each other, to the {pot 
where she ſtood; and never was the windlaſs 
. of h We en e 


Ng The * Gay of $6 3 15 CES, 
yertheleſs, in. reſtraining theſe. mes, who! were 
excited by a . paſſion. the moſt vivid. * The 
leaſt difficulty, ſays. M. de Bougainville, was, not 

to keep ourſelves. Within the. Howe 


abe, 


e, 4 03. ba ae. 19 


* 


© Notwithſtanding, tha. friſt -onders.. which 
were iſſued, the commander's cook found means 
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to eſcape from the veſſel: having, with ſome 
| pains, ſet his feet on shore, with the beauty 


ped off his cloaths in a moment, reducing him 
to a ſtate of nakedneſß from head to foot. — 
A thouſand times he conceived himſelf loft, 
not knowing where the exclamations of theſe 
people would terminate; for, in tumult, they 
examined all the parts of bis body. After 
viewing the ſtranger minutely, they returned 
his apparel; compelled the young woman to 
| approach; and preſſed him to ſatisfy thoſe de- 
' fires which had drawn him on shore in her 
company. This was in vain. The iſlanders 
found it neceſſary: to carry the poor cook on 
board the ship, in - a condition that rather re. 
ſembled death than life; nor did he eaſily re- 
cover from the shock which the Otabeitans 
had made him ſuffer, in conſequence of their 
ſcrupulous reſearches, for Judging if were was con- 
_ like themſelves. - | 


When confidence was ; eſtabliched between 
"th 1 ech abi Ong which was no diffi- 
cult matter, the crew went among them on 


the and; and there the natives by no means 


Ffs belied 


whom he had choſen, he inſtantly ſaw bimſelf | 
encompaſſed by a crowd of Indians, who ſtrip- 
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belied the overtures which e 

made, | | 
FR af 1 by Our 3 took . every day 1 
M. de Bougainville: the natives invited them 
into their houſes; where they were preſſed to 
Feat They offered them young women: 
in that inſtant the hut was filled by a curious 
* throng of perſons of both ſexes, who formed 
© a circle round the hoſt, and the youthful victim 
to this duty of hoſpitality. | The ground was 
+ ſtrewed, with leaves and flowers, and muſi- 
© cians chanted a hymn on enjoyment to the 
* accords of the flute. —— They were - ſur- 
<, priſed at the embarraſsment which our people 
£* teſtified; our manners have proſcribed this 
publicity. Nevertheleſs, I cannot undertake 
2 to ſay, that any one did not vanquish his re- 
< pugnance,. nor conform himſelf to the renn 
of the country 1. 


"At Otabeite, it is by no means cuſtomary 
for the men to opprefs the weaker ſex, by 
ſubjecting them to the pains of labour; A gentle 
indolence falls to .the _ . the mann 


— 
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females : 
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Females; and the ere of pleaſing is their molt | 


ſerious occupation. The married women zhew 
an entire ſubmiſſion to their. husbands: they 
would wash away; with thcir blood, an infidelity 
committed without the approbation of their 
ſpouſe. His conſent, indeed, is eaſily obtained ; 


while the husband is generally the, firſt to preſs 


his wife to a ſurrender of her charms. A young 
woman, in this reſpect, does not manifeſt any 


uneaſineſs; all invites: her to follow the incli. 


nations of her heart, of the law of ſenſe; and 
public plaudits honour her discomfiture. — 


* It does not appear that the great number of 
5 temporary lovers, which they have had, offers 


any impediment to their finding a husband at 
6 laſt... Why, then, should they make re- 
ſiſtance to the influence of the climate, to 
5 the ſeduction of example? The air which 
© they there reſpire, the ſong, the dance, nearly 
always accompanied by laſcivious poſtures, 
© all, each inſtant, reminds them of the ſweets 


© of 4 all demands a reſignation to its 
| power“. 


 * Jdem. pag. 219, 220. In the three firſt Chap- 
ters of the ſecond Part, M. de Bougainville has de - 
{cribed, with as much preciſion as delicacy, that 


Mare which 
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— the Iſland of Otabelte, and the happl- 
enjoyed by che inhabitants. A happineſs which, 
ne has undergone ſome alteration fince the Eu- 
ropeans firſt landed there. — See pag. 23%, 241 & 
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